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PREFACE. 


THIS book, though it consists of three parts, 
apparently distinct and separate from each other, 
hath nevertheless a unity in itself which entitles 
it to be regarded as one work. The first part 
treats of the work of Christ in the flesh; the 
second, of the publication and propagation of the 
same good work amongst men ; and the third, of 
the present aspect and condition, and the imme¬ 
diate prospects, of that portion of the world which 
hath received the preaching of the Gospel of the 
incarnate Word;—the first being doctrinal, the 
second ecclesiastical and practical, the third 
national and prophetical. Upon each of these 
three several parts, I have a word or two to say, 
by way of preface. 

The Sermons on the Incarnation were intended 
to open that mystery after a dogmatical, and not 
a controversial, method; as being designed for the 
instruction of the church committed to my mini¬ 
sterial and pastoral care, of whom I knew not 
that any one entertained a doubt upon that great 
head of Christian faith. To open the subject in 
all its bearings, and to connect it with the other 
great heads of divine doctrine, especially with the 
doctrine of the Trinity; and to shew the several 
offices of the Divine persons, in the great work of 
making the Word flesh; this truly was the good 
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purpose with which I undertook and completed 
the four sermons upon the Origin, the End, the 
Act, and the Fruit of the Incarnation. When 1 
had completed this office of my ministry, and, 
by the request of my flock, had consented to the 
publication of these and the other discourses con¬ 
tained in this book ; and when the printing of them 
had all but, or altogether, concluded ; there arose, 
I say not by what influence of Satan, a great 
outcry against the doctrine which, with all or¬ 
thodox churches, I hold and maintain concerning 
the person of Christ: the doctrine I mean of his 
human nature, that it was manhood fallen, which 
he took up into his Divine person, in order to 
prove the grace and the might of Godhead in 
redeeming it; or, to use the words of our Scot¬ 
tish Confession, that his flesh was, in its proper 
nature, mortal and corruptible, but received im¬ 
mortality and incorruption from the Holy Ghost. 
The stir which was made in divers quarters, 
both of this and my native land, about this mat¬ 
ter, as if it were neither the orthodox doctrine of 
the church, nor a doctrine according to godliness, 
shewed me, who am convinced of both, that it 
was necessary to take controversial weapons in 
my hand, and contend earnestly for the faith as 
it was once delivered to the saints. I perceived 
now, that the dogmatical method which 1 had 
adopted for the behoof of my own believing 
flock, would not be sufficient when publishing to 
a wavering, gainsaying, or unbelieving people; 
and therefore it seemed to me most profitable to 
delay the publication until I should have composed 
something fitted to re-establish men's minds upon 
this great fundamental doctrine of the church,— 
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wiuek havirtg. done, I resolved to insert the same 
>4. twoetfier sermons j the one upon the method 
nf the Incarnation, and the other upon the rela¬ 
tions of the Creator and the creature, as these 
are sheiwn out in the light of the Incarnation. 
And for this timeous interruption by evil tongues, 
1 desire to give thanks to God, inasmuch as (have 
been enabled thereby not only to expound, but to 
defend the faith, that the Son of God came in the 
flesh. 

I would not add another word upon this subject, 
were it not that I know how ready the ear of this 
generation is to take up an evil report, aud Iraw 
much it, doth prejudice a man to be even sus¬ 
pected of a great vital error in his faith. Therefore 
to set myself straight with honest-hearted men, 
who may have been poisoned by malicions slanders, 
I will state, in a few words, what is the exact mat¬ 
ter in dispute between ns and these gainsayers of 
the truth. 

The point at issue is simply this; Whether 
Christ’s flesh had the grace of sinlessnesS and in- 
corroptkm from its proper nature, or from the in¬ 
dwelling of the Holy Ghost. I say the latter. I 
assert, that in its proper nature it was as the 
flesh of his mother, but, by virtue of the Holy 
Ghost’s quickening and inhabiting of it, it was 
preserved sinless and incorruptible. This work 
of the Holy Ghost, I further assert, was done in 
consequence of the Son’s humbling himself to 
be made flesh. The Son said, “ I come: ” the 
Father said, “ I prepare thee a body to come in 
and the Holy Ghost prepared that body out of 
the Virgin’s substance. And so, by the threefold 
acting of the Trinity, was the Christ constituted 
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a Divine and a human nature, joined in personal 
union for ever. This I hold to have been the 
orthodox faith of the Christian church in all ages: 
it is the doctrine of the Scottish Church, express¬ 
ed in these words of the Twenty-first Article: “ As 
the eternal Godhead hath given to the flesh of 
Christ Jesus, which of its own nature was mortal 
and corrptible, life and immortality,” &c. And, 
moreover, I assert, that the opposite of this doc¬ 
trine, which affirmeth Christ’s flesh to have been 
in itself immortal and incorruptible, or in any way 
diverse from this flesh of mine, without respect 
had to the Holy Ghost, is a pestilent heresy, which 
coming in will root out atonement, redemption, re¬ 
generation, the work of the Spirit, and the human 
nature of Christ altogether. Now, I glory that 
God hath accounted me worthy to appear in the 
field of this ancient controversy, which I hold to 
be the foundation-stone of the edifice of orthodox 
truth. With all this I hold the human will of 
Christ to have been perfectly holy, and to have 
acted, spoken, or wished nothing but in perfect 
harmony with the will of the Godhead ; which, to 
distinguish it from the creature will, he calleth 
the will of the Father: for that there were two 
wills in Christ, the one the absolute will of the 
Godhead, the other the limited will of the man¬ 
hood, the church hath ever maintained as reso¬ 
lutely as that there were two natures. These 
two wills, I maintain, were always concentric 
or harmonious with each other, and the work 
achieved by the Godhead through the Incarnation 
of Christ was neither less nor more than this, 
to bring the will of the creature, which had erred 
from the Divine will, back again to be harmonious 
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! ivritbftJ^ei Dlbtiae>fWjU, wad there to ix it for ever. 
Thifl .is: the redemption; this is the at-onermeot, 
which .was wroughtin Christ, to redeem the will 
ofce .creature from, the; oppression of sin, and 
' hring it; te be at; one with the will of, ,the Greater. 
lAlbdivinity, all Divine operation, all God’s Pi«f- 
iipesfti foom, the beginning to the ending of time, 
land throughout eternal ages, reateth, upon this 
■sate tmth. that every , acting of the human nature 
, 0 $. Christ , was responsive to, and, harmonfoys 
( with, the actings of the Divine will of . the Gq4* 
j head.;. What a oalumny.it is then, what a hideows 
dUei^o represent us as makiagCbrieit; unholy apd 
sudW,. because we maintain that he took his bu~ 

i. menity completely and wholly from the. substance, 

j. ftemtbesanfol substance, of the fallen creatures 
Which he came to redeem;!, He was ;passive to 
eracy sinful suggestion which the world i through 

y. the, flesh.' can.hand, up unto the will; he was liable 
to . every sinful suggestion which Satan through 
- the -mindican .hand up to the,will; and with all 
j mch suggestions and - temptations I, believe,,him 
. beyond all others to have,been assailed, but,for- 
j ' therweat. tfasy . net. Hegaye them no inlet, ibe 
went not to seek them, he gave tfaem .no quarter, 

, .but witb power Divine rejected;and,repulsed them 
jatt; and;so, from his conception unto his.reaV- 
-. sec tion , his whole. Ufe was a series of. active. tri- 
wmpbings. over sin iu the flesh, Satan in Jthe.world, 
; aadsprotual/wickednesses in high places.—rdf upw, 
after this honest and true statement of the issue. 

, anyitmewdl' advance to. the perusal of .this.treati 8 ® 
, -ata the ; Incarnation with, a, prejudice against the 
. etlhbdnxi troth, or, against, me itsexpounder.be 
)the.jg«iit of thebreach, of cbagty PU his, own 
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head ; and may God deal with him better than he 
deserves. 

With respect to the second part of this book, 
which, from the text of the Parable of the Sower, 
doth open the various forms of prejudice and 
opposition which the truth as it is in Jesus hath 
to encounter from the world, together with the 
nature of that soil which God prepareth for it in 
those parts where he purposeth it should take 
root, 1 have, in the way of preface, to observe, 
that 1 have spoken with all boldness concerning 
the obstacles and resistances which the natural 
man preferreth to the preaching of the grace and 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ;—the forms, to 
wit, of infidelity, the forms of instability, the 
forms of worldly prepossession. And I have spe¬ 
cially enlarged upon that soil of an honest heart 
in which alone the seed of the word taketh root. 
In all which compass of discourse I will be found, 
I fear, to have wounded the self-esteem of every 
sect and party in the church; but not, as I judge, 
to have wounded the unity of the Holy Spirit, or 
sinned against the holy catholic church, and the 
communion of the saints. My great preservative 
against the sectarian and schismatic spirit, I have 
found to be the right discernment of the unity of 
the church, and the right discernment of the 
forms of Apostasy in the church.—It hath pleased 
God to set forth all truth by the positive and the 
negative method. Sin is the negative of righteous¬ 
ness, and all forms of righteousness have their 
opposite forms of sin. Again, the devil, as a per¬ 
son, is the negative, or opposite, of Christ as 
a person; who came to destroy the devil and his 
works. And again, the Apostasy is the negative 
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of tbetnwcbnrdh; or, as oar fathom cnlled-it; 
Satan’s synagogue is the negative of dhrirtfe 
da ut lt Ata)tie&msrs, we receive the truth as it 
hboi Jens, and we reject the. evil i as -it b in the 

world, and in the wicked one. Again, as baptaed 
men, we join ourselves to the true church, gad 
lift up a protestation against the Apostaay ia~>tbe 
church. We join with the right hand of fellow¬ 
ship the church of Christ, while with the ieft hand 
we cut asunder all fellowship with the Apostasy* 
If, therefore, any one can discern the Apostasy; 
which is the negative, he doth in the atom adt 
that era the Chnach, which is thepaaitive; jusfcws 
o’ maw cannot discern sin, without' at the sauna 
fete discerning righteousness. Now, 1 have 
eattcM myself nroob to discern the Apostasy, 
and i it a hold; with k no coamnnuop-oe fellowship 
df any triad. This apostasy I perceive to be twtr- 
fbtak;tbait of<the sense, and that of the miad,—.the 
Aranr constituted into form by the Papacy, the 
latter consritating itself into form by the Sorias-; 
anisis arid Neology of the Protest ant churches. 
Utesei two bodies, the Papacy and the Infidelity 
among Protestants, being- the two forme of apo-> 
stacy ihe Chutch doth stand separated from, call- 
hg/Btfi every one m these two cities to flee out 
afithdm for their life. These are virtually exeoai- 
Bouheated from the church, and are to be treated) 
m ekcwnmunkated persons, whom we would ftiiri 
nsstave to the body of Christ, bat may not until! 
they haverepeated of thar errors •; and when they 
do sn repent, and satisfy the rulers of the church, 
w« receive them without any public recantation/ 1 
which 1 regard as rather a super 1 -addition upon* 
the hook ut ahd tfoedisciplmfe in this rsspeot. Se 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


X 


PREFACE. 


much of severity is due unto the preservation of 
the unity of the body of Christ; and this being 
done in the true spirit of love and faithfulness, we 
will come by natural course, as it were, to re¬ 
cognize all others as brethren indeed, without 
respect to the varieties of their several modes of 
government and worship. For example, the Church 
of Scotland and the Church of England may not 
excommunicate each other, or hold each other 
excommunicated, unless the one is prepared to 
prove the other to be a limb of the Apostasy. 
No matter how we may differ and disagree in 
many respects, we may not stand out of com¬ 
munion with each other on lower ground than that 
of Apostasy; for excommunication is the only 
ordinance by which you can mark off an apostate, 
and for no lesser end ought it to be used. There¬ 
fore I regard the present standing of these two 
Churches to one another, to be one of the sorest 
wounds to Christian charity, to the unity of 
Christ’s body, and one of the most heinous of¬ 
fences to the great Head of the Church, which 
it is possible to commit, and I do devoutly 
pray it might be removed. In like manner when 
the Dissenters in England, and the Seceders in 
Scotland, came so far as to interdict the receiving of 
the sacraments in the several churches from which 
they have seceded for the testimony of a pure dis¬ 
cipline, they were betrayed into a sin far greater 
than the good which they aimed at, and did in 
fact excommunicate these churches, which may 
not be done save unto the Apostasy. There is no 
let or hindrance against particular bodies, or 
rather members, forming themselves in the one 
body of the church for a more high, holy, and 
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heavenly testimony and Ufe than they see,aro^ 
them, provided always they do pot pass over to 
the extreme of causing sqhism and division in. the 
church, by excommunicating those who are,pot 
apoptate, and, therefore not rightly under the. disr 
eipline of excommunication: and such l perceive 
to have been the practice both of the : Jewish 
church* and of the Christian church in primitive 
times; yea, even until the Inquisition; and I may 
say of the Protestant church at the Reformation,. 
And though it is not now the practice of apy 
church, which have all, more pr less, given way 
to the spirit of schism, yet . is it the true: idePiPf 
Christian communion, and that to which every 
member of Christ should seek to conform himself 
aadttyt to which I have sought to conform my 
thoughts in the composition of the wholes but 
especially the second part of this book: so that if 
l have offended. against the particular and partial 
views of individuals, and sects, and even churches, 
I trust I have not offended in any thing, certainly 
I have not wittingly offended in any thing, against 
our common Head, and our common Spirit. 

Now, for the third part of these discourses, 
which treat especially of the national and .poli¬ 
tical relations of the Church, and of God’s provi¬ 
dence unto Christendom, 1 shall endeavour to 
embody in a few words the substance of what 
l have set forth in these seven Occasional Dis¬ 
burses.—Infidelity and superstition are the twp 
generative and assimilating principles around 
winch the materials of evil are gathering them¬ 
selves, Long, did superstition ride paramount over 
Christendom; but since the Reformation, and 
tohiefly by means of, the Reformation, infidelity 
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hath grown in the church, until it is now in a 
state to try its strength against the ancient for¬ 
tresses of superstition. The conflict between these 
two principles wrought all the havoc of the late 
revolutionary wars; and there is a pause which 
for twelve years hath permitted the wasted com¬ 
petitors for Christendom to renew their strength. 
This pause hath not been without restless commo¬ 
tions, of which the speedy suppression sheweth 
that the time is not yet: but far distant it cannot 
be; and when it comes, we know that infidelity, 
under a great and mighty ruler, shall prevail over 
the papal kingdoms of Europe; and the pope, 
with all his clergy, shall bend unto the stream, 
and suffer themselves to be carried along with it. 
How it is to stand with Britain in this crisis, 1 con¬ 
fess I see not clearly. She is full of the elemeuts of 
strife; she is marked with the signs of change; 
but still she hath an orthodox church, which, if 
preserved from the Pharisaical spirit, may be for 
a salt to preserve her.—In the first, third, fifth, 
and seventh discourses I have endeavoured to 
represent the condition of our land ; but still, I 
confess, I see not whether we shall come for a 
season under the power of infidelity or not. While 
things have been ripening, and are ripening for 
this great and fearful change of Christendom, from 
superstition to infidelity, over the fair region of 
the western Roman empire, the Lord hath been 
busy setting in array against each other the two 
great powers of the Greek and the Mohammedan 
superstition. To this act of the great drama, 
which for many years hath been proceeding, and 
is now hasting to consummation, I have directed 
the attention of the church in the fourth dis- 
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Course. ! My judgment is, «t tins time when ! 
write, that the gTeat northern power Will oolybe 
permitted to prevail so far as to bring moat righ¬ 
teous and most heavy chastisement upon the 
Turkish power for its blasphemies against Christ, 
fat cruelties of old indicted upon Christendom, 
and its present most licentious, avaricious, arud 
oppression of its subjects. How far this chastise*' 
ment will extend I take not upon me to say, fur¬ 
ther than that the Greek empire or kingdom wiB 
arise again into distinctness, and the Turkish 
kingdom come under such a subjection, or van* 
salage, or influence unto the power of the north, as 
Pfcrsia is at present r so that the Euphrates king¬ 
dom of the Turk,—which, for its territory and its 
symbols, is, I think, the representative of the old 
Assyrian, or Babylonian,—and the Persian king¬ 
dom, and theQreeian kingdom, shalfcontinMo to bb 
together in existence; and yet to exist under the 
awe, influence, and authority of the great‘northern 
kingdom. And so soon as this condition of things 
shall have been brought' to pass in the Bast, tile 
great drama of Divine Providence, will, 1 judge, 
shift its place into the West, and the Infidel 
power be revealed above the Papal'power 1 . This 
conclusion I arrive at partly from Daniel’s vbkm 
of the four beasts; where it is said, Thatdaringy 
and after, the ten-horned papal beast hath been 
entirely‘consumed with-fiery judgments, the other 
three beasts are still preserved fur a season and a 
tithe,'though their dominion be taken away. If, 
then, the Turk, -who hath possessed Euphrates, 
NiUevah, and Babylon for seven centuries,' be the 
Assyrian or Babylonian power, and Persia stead 
for itself, and Gfreece now struggfing into a sepa- 
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rate being, stand likewise for itself, then these 
three kingdoms are to continue in being, and to 
behold the fiery vengeance poured out upon the 
Roman Apostasy, when it shall have become 
Infidel. When, therefore, the drama shall so shift 
its scene back again to the West, and the Infidel 
power shall, by another mighty revolution, the 
earthquake of the seventh vial, organize the ten 
kingdoms once more under the eighth head, which 
is also the seventh ; how shall this towering mo¬ 
narch, last king of Rome—last ruler of the mystical 
Babylon—be brought low, and his dominions 
wasted with the fiery wrath of God ? This is the 
question which I have sought to answer in the 
sixth discourse, wherein I shew that this great 
Infidel prince and personal Antichrist, in whom 
the Apostasy of the West is consummated, shall be 
brought low by the marshal array of the TenTribes 
of Israel, long lost to human knowledge ; but 
who shall then, under the immediate guidance of 
Messiah the man of war, whether personally or 
providentially, come up like Cyrus and his sanc¬ 
tified ones of old, to overwhelm this Belshazzar, 
last king of Babylon, who hath ignominiously 
planted the tabernacles of his palace, in the 
glorious holy mountain ; and so deliver the two 
tribes of Benjamin and Judah, suffering captivity 
within Babylon’s mystical hold. That this achieve¬ 
ment of the Ten Tribes shall not be without the 
countenance of the king of the North, we know 
from Daniel, who makes tidings out of the North, 
as well as the East, to trouble the wilful, lawless 
king; and from the Apocalypse, which, besides 
preparing the way for the kings of the East, 
under the sixth vial, doth, under the seventh, 
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bring the whole dominion of the Infidel power 
ondepthe hideous judgment of - the northern huh 
every hailstone of the weight of a talent. And front 
$her parts of Scripture, I am inclined to eott- 
$dd<?, that the land covering or sheltering with 
pringSfr even the ships of Tarshish, which is Brie 
tain, shall bear some part in helping forward thip 
jpighty march of the Ten Tribes of Israel : and 
fo, this end, as I judge, it is that God hath, as it 
were, divided the sway of all the East between 
l^ gr^t ,northern king and the nation covering 
3$th Wings, because in the East these tribes will 
bft found, and from the East they will proceed. 
$pw it is after the suppression, and in the sup*- 
pression, of the Infidel Roman kingdom, thati the 
^ tribes deliverers, and the two tribes delivered, 
^iU sit down in peace in their own land;*—not 
hf,®M8fht thither through conversion, but by the 
44® of God’s mighty providence; to the end, first, 

f f terrible chastisement, and then of conversion. 

,hoa, then, we have the Roman kingdom under 
judgment, the Jewish tribes restored, and the throe 
first beasts> Turkey, Persia, and Greece, under the 
^ipg .of the great northern power, and .waiting the 

S e pf God. And now it is, as I deem, that the 
; act of the drama, the winding up of the whole 
proceeded, which is that invasion of Gog the prinee 
df/RjOSS (Rinss), Meshec (Mosc), and Tubal (Tobol), 
Wifh Jiis great confederacy, including Persia and 
^l tbe northern, kingdoms of the Gothic andScla- 

S >fatailies, as bath been shewn in the work of 
yille Penn upon the prophecy of Gog. Then 
t be seen for what end such power hath been 
^lpwjy accumulated by God into, the hands of rite 
great northern power, when, moved by the desire 
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of spoil, he shall come up against the tribes of 
Israel dwelling in unwalled villages, in an unfor¬ 
tified and secure condition. Then it is that the 
sons of Zion and the sons of Greece are stirred 
up against one another; when the confederate 
nations come trooping under the banner of Gog 
prince of Ross, Meshec, and Tubal: and then shall 
the Greek superstition receive its judgment; and 
then shall the three remaining kingdoms be all de¬ 
stroyed ; and then shall the tribes of Israel, in the 
terrible conflict against the confederated nations, 
be brought into those awful straits described in 
all the Prophets, and especially in the last chap¬ 
ters of Zechariah, when two thirds of them shall 
perish, when Jerusalem shall be taken; and then, 
as I judge, shall be the great making bare of the 
arm of the Lord, and revelation of his righteous 
judgment upon all the forms of Apostasy, Greek, 
Mohammedan, Infidel, and wrecks of the Roman. 
But whether Britain shall be preserved from that 
fearful confederacy, and be employed by God for 
purposes of grace and mercy, I cannot find grounds 
for deciding, though I most devoutly wish and 
pray it might be so. If it would please God to 
turn the attention of our governors to the subjects 
treated of in the third and seventh discourses, and 
the attention of the church to the subjects treated 
of in the first and fifth discourses, we might 
indeed hope that the time for favour is not yet 
expired.—I have done my feeble part, as an indi¬ 
vidual minister of the church, and subject of the 
kingdom. However they may revile me, my pur¬ 
poses are both pious and honourable, and my 
guides—my only guides—are God's Word and 
Spirit. If I have offended Him in what I have 
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written, then indeed I have offended; bat if I 
have prevailed, through grace, to open any portion 
of his blessed truth unto his beloved church, then 
am I honoured indeed, and may well abide the 
9Corn, and the scoff, and the falsehood, and the 
malediction of those ignorant and unstable men, 
who seal up the prophecy, and wrest the other 
Scriptures unto their own destruction. 

I commend my book unto thy patronage, O 
thou Enlightener of every man who cometh into 
the world! I submit my work unto the review and 
censure of that righteous judgment which shall 
yet be holden upon all the works of all men; and 
meanwhile unto thee, O Holy Spirit, whose mi¬ 
nister I am, I offer these various thoughts and 
counsels, that thou mayest use them for the sake 
of the faithful in Christ Jesus,whom I love in my 
heart, and for whom I desire patiently to bear all 
pains and travails of this mortal estate. And, O 
Father of my spirit, I fervently pray unto thee, 
that thou wouldest in thy great mercy forgive* 
whatever, in these and all my writings, may be in¬ 
harmonious with thy only holy mind, or derogatory 
from the honour and glory of thine only begotten 
Son, or vexatious and hindersome to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, remembering not the sins of thy 
servant, neither suffering them to make the least 
of thy little ones to offend. Amen and Amen. 
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Rage (140) v, line 9 : for into, read in. 

(140) lxxxvi 12 : for instal, read instate. 

(140) xci 5 from bottom : for lethargetic, read lethargic. 

(140) exxi 7 : for fertile, read futile. 

291 11: for dearth, read death. 

(328) lv 9 : for predicted, read predicated. 

(328) Ivi 6 : for predictable, read predicable. 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


TO MY FLOCK AND CONGREGATION . 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, 

These Sermons on the Incarnation , and the most 
orthodox and wholesome doctrine therein set forth, you 
received with all acceptation; and the Elders whom God 
hath set over you made choice of them to stand first in these 
volumes, which I now publish for the edification of the 
body of Christ. To you , therefore , over whom the Lord 
hath made us overseers, I do offer these fruits of my medi¬ 
tation and ministry on your behalf; and I entreat you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ , whose act of surpassing love they 
are intended to unfold, that you would receive them with 
favour and affection from the hand of your Pastor and 
Teacher , who loveth you much . I cannot refrain, dearly 
beloved , from expressing to you all the growing attachment 
which I feel towards you, because of your patient hearing 
of the whole testimony of God, and your observance of his 
holy ordinances, and reverence for the persons of us who 
administer the same; and I entreat you, in the several 
stations appointed to you of God, to be faithful witnesses 
for Christ until his coming; standing fast together in faith 
and love and a good conscience, with your loins girt and 
your lamps burning, as those who waitfor his appearing . 
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DEDICATION. 


May the great Bishop and Shepherd of your souls 
feed you with the bread of life all the days of your earthly 
pilgrimage, and receive you at length unto his kingdom and 
glory. 

Your affectionate and dutiful Pastor, 

EDWARD IRVING. 

Nor. 10, 1828. 
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SERMON I. 


THAT THE BEGINNING OR ORIGIN OF THE MYSTERY, THAT 
THE ETERNAL WORD SHOULD TAKE UNTO HIMSELF A 
BODY, IS THE HOLY WILL AND GOOD PLEASURE OF GOD. 


PSALM zl. 6—>8. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears 
hast thou opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering 
hast thou not required. Then send I, La, I came: 
in the volume of the book it is written of me; I delight 
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart. 

Dearly beloved brethren, on this day which 
we have set apart for shewing forth the Lord’s 
death by the sacrament of the supper, I consider 
it to be due unto his honour, and a right acknow¬ 
ledgment of our faith, that we should begin to 
meditate, and to set forth in order, the great work of 
his incarnation, and the benefits which flow thence 
into our souls; to the end that, when God beholdeth 
us to be of one mind and spirit to honour and 
glorify his Son, he may be well pleased in us, and 
make himself known to us in the breaking of bread. 
And may the Holy Spirit, who receiveth of the 
things of Christ to shew them unto us, at this 
time so anoint us all with his holy unction of 
truth, that we may be able to search into the 
deep things of God, and to present them foi^the 
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edification of the church, which is his body, the 
fulness of him who filleth all in all. 

The immediate cause of the Incarnation, was 
the fall of man and the consequent invasion of sin 
and subjection of all earthly things to the prince 
of darkness. I say that this was the Immediate 
cause, or, as we may say, the occasion of it: for, 
if man had not fallen, there would never have been 
upon this earth any such event as the Incarnation, 
whereof the first fruit is to recover that which 
Adam lost, and, at the least, to reinstate mankind 
and their habitation in that condition wherein they 
were created. This fall of man was also the formal 
cause of the Incarnation; that is to say, what 
gave to the purpose of God its outward form and 
character, requiring his Son to take upon him the 
nature of man, and not of angels, to be under the 
law, and to bear the curse of death, as it is 
written (Ileb. ii. 14, 15), “ Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject 
to bondage."’ But, if we would ascend to the first 
cause of this great act of the Godhead, we must seek 
it in God himself, whoworketh all things after the 
pleasure of his own will, and to the praise of his own 
glory. The fall of man was not an accident which 
fell out against the disposition and to the hindrance 
of God's universal and all-including scheme of crea¬ 
tion, and providence, and grace: but though the 
will of man was free—that is, under his own single 
controul, and not in bondage of a stronger as now it 
is,—yet was the act of his disobedience both known 
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and foreseen, and permitted of God, though not 
in such a way as to overrule, or constrain, or 
in any way to bias his mind to evil, but all the 
contrary. And as it was foreseen, so was it pro¬ 
vided for; and as it was permitted, so was it over¬ 
ruled for the greater glory and honour of the most 
holy and righteousGod, and for the total and eternal 
extinction and abolition of the active power of 
sin. Therefore is it most necessary to reach to a 
higher and more remote source than the fall, or 
even the creation of our first parents, in order to 
attain unto the great and first cause of the mystery 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
And the rule is general, that we must wholly 
disentangle every spiritual subject from the con¬ 
ditions of space and time, which are only the 
forms of its manifestation, ere we can arrive at its 
proper bearings, or handle it in a way profitable 
to the spiritual life. 

Accordingly, it is written concerning this 
mystery of the incarnation, in various parts of 
Scripture,- that it came not within the coasts of 
time, but had its origin before the foundation of 
the world. In the beginning of his Gospel, the 
testimony of John is given to this effect: “Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the worldconcerning which Lamb he testifies, 
in the thirteenth chapter of the Revelation, ver. 8, 
that he was ‘ ‘slain from the foundation of the world; ” 
“whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.”—But lest any one should say that this 
doth carry the offering of Christ only to, and not 
beyond, the foundation of the world, I have 
Christ’s testimony concerning himself in the 
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seventeenth chapter of John: “ Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world. Sanctify 
them through thy truth : thy word is truth.” 
And lest this should be interpreted of the Father's 
love to him, anterior to, and independent on, his 
mediatorial office (although it is, to my mind, nothing 
less than an absurdity and contradiction to ima¬ 
gine that the Father can contemplate his Son 
otherwise than in the fulness of all his offices, 
there being no application of time to the God¬ 
head), I have to shew you a passage in the First 
Epistle of Peter, which places the sacrifice of the 
Lamb, yea, and the fore-ordination and appoint¬ 
ment of it, before the foundation of the world : 
“ Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re¬ 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers ; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: who verily was fore-ordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you.” In which 
idea that the Apostles were rooted and grounded, 
you cannot read one of their Epistles without per¬ 
ceiving ; where you shall find that it is not in the 
fall of man they date the origin of our redemp¬ 
tion, but in the eternal counsel of God, which he 
purposed in himself before the world began, as it 
is written (2 Tim. i. !»), “Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
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before the world began; but is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who hath abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gospel.” 
In which passage, that which is seen and temporal 
with respect to the Messiah, is regarded merely 
as the manifestation of that purpose which the 
Godhead had purposed in himself before the world 
was, before any world was; all good purposes 
being ever present with him, and the execution of 
them all ever seen in the fulness of THE WORD, 
contemplated in Him as their great architect, and 
fabricator, and upholder. But the full deve¬ 
lopment of this doctrine is to be found written 
in the Eipistle to the Ephesians; of which Paul 
himself doth witness the great depth, saying, that 
when we read it, we may understand his know¬ 
ledge in the mystery of Christ. If you read with 
me, at the third verse of the first chapter you will 
find, that the Apostle carries us out of place; at 
ver. 4, out of time; at ver. 6, out of the present 
age; and at ver. e, out of all external cause: at 
ver. 7, he rehearseth the act of its revelation in 
time; and in verses 8,9,10, consummates the act: 
in ver. n, he takes in the personal interest in, and 
in ver. 12 , he shews the end, of the purpose. 

The doctrine, therefore, concerning the incar¬ 
nation, upon which the primitive church was 
founded by the Apostles, and to which the Re¬ 
formers brought us back, and from which we are 
fast swerving again, is this,—That it is a great 
purpose of the Divine will which God was minded 
from all eternity to make known unto his crea¬ 
tures, for their greater information, delight, and 
blessedness; to make known, I say, to all his in- 
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telligent creatures, the grace and mercy, the for¬ 
giveness and love which he beareth towards those 
who love the honour of his Son, and believe in 
the word of his testimony. In order that thereby 
his children, comprehending more fully the beauty 
and loveliness of the Divine Majesty, might desire 
him the more, and cleave unto him with an entire 
fidelity. Which aspect, if I may so speak, of the 
Divine character, could never be beheld by a 
creature unfallen ; forasmuch as grace, and mercy, 
and forgiveness, do necessarily presuppose and 
require guilt, and offence, and hatefulness, for 
the objects upon which to put themselves forth, as 
necessarily as the power, and wisdom, and order, 
and harmony of creation require a chaos, and 
confusion, and darkness which they may adorn, 
and order, and bless. And as Cod did not at 
once command the created world to come forth 
as we now behold it, but first permitted a chaos 
which was without form and void, in order that 
by successive acts of wisdom and goodness, he 
might order it into beauty and light; so also 
did he permit that in the moral part of his works, 
there should be a rebellion, and darkness, and 
disobedience, in order that by successive acts of 
compelling grace, he might lead out the harmony 
and unity of all his chosen, “against the dispen¬ 
sation of the fulness of the times when he shall 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in the heavens and which are on the 
earth.” And in thus proceeding, he doth manifest 
the grace or favour which he beareth even to 
sinners who honour his Son, giving his Son 
thereby a very great exaltation before the hea¬ 
venly host, when they perceive that for his sake 
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the Father of all can forgive sin. This, then, you 
will bear in mind that the incarnation of his Son 
is the way by which God revealeth that more ten ¬ 
der aspect of his being, called grace —that part of 
the Divine substance which could not otherwise 
have been made known. And therefore the Go¬ 
spel is called a mystery, because it was long hid 
to all, and is yet in a great measure hid unto all, 
being still only in the act and progress of unfold¬ 
ing itself. Abraham had a distant prospect of 
it, and Moses had a material model of it, the 
Psalmist a royal foretaste of it, and the Prophets 
a national manifestation of it, which yet themselves 
understood not, though they believed; and our 
Lord verified Abraham’s distant view, substan¬ 
tiated Moses’s shadow, answered part of the pre¬ 
dictions of the Psalms and the Prophets, prepared 
the way of the Spirit to open the mystery more 
perfectly to the Apostles, and promised that he 
would come again to manifest, clear up, and 
accomplish wbat still lay shrouded in the mystery: 
and this we look for him to accomplish against the 
dispensation of the fulness of the times. And to 
this agree the words of the Apostle, when speak¬ 
ing of the insight which had been given unto him, 
as you find in Epb. iii. 4—6: “Whereby when 
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ; which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now 
revealed unto his holy Apostles and Prophets by 
the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow- 
heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the Gospel.” And further, in 
verses 8—11; “ Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
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preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ; and to make all men see, what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the begin¬ 
ning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created all things by Jesus Christ; to the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known, by the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.'’ Upon which word “now,” I 
remark, that we, that the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, that all created beings, shall 
have no other revelation than we now possess in 
the church concerning the manifold wisdom of 
God; though, as it opens more and more, and is 
by the Lion of the tribe of Judah unsealed more 
and more, it shall be more and more discovered 
what treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid 
in Jesus Christ, in whom it hath pleased the Fa¬ 
ther that all fulness should dwell, according as 
we find it written in the 7th verse of the iid chap, 
of the same Epistle; “That in the ages to come 
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace, 
in his kindness towards us through Christ Jesus.” 

Take this, therefore, my beloved brethren, for the 
true principle of the work of the Incarnation, that 
it was a purpose which God purposed in himself, 
to make known by Jesus Christ, and by all who 
shall honour and cleave to him, the riches of his 
grace and mercy to the chief of sinners. And 
taking this for the true account of the matter, be 
comforted and strengthened and edified, in know¬ 
ing that there is nothing accidental nor circum¬ 
stantial in the work of your redemption, but that 
it is complete in him in whom ye believe and trust; 
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—that as the men are carried safe who cleave 
unto the life-boat, while the men that rashly com¬ 
mit themselves to the billows are dashed to pieces; 
or, to keep to the sacred emblem, as the souls 
who believed Noah and took refuge in the ark 
were saved, while all the rest perished, so you have 
nothing to fear if ye cleave to Christ, and resign 
yourselves to the shelter of his brooding wings. 
Oh, our fathers knew the comfort of this doctrine 
of the unconditional, uncircumstantial, unacci¬ 
dental, the substantial, eternal, and unchangeable 
election in Christ Jesus; and, receiving it, they grew 
into his similitude, and were strengthened to do 
works worthy of his holiness: but we have con¬ 
founded the security of the Divine purpose which 
includeth the church, and einbraceth every spirit 
which believeth in Jesus, and which is the argu¬ 
ment for believing in him, that we may be so kept 
in safety for ever; this have we confounded by 
looking continually at the varieties of the moods 
and frames of the natural man, and changing con¬ 
ditions of the visible church, which have no more to 
do with the constancy of that purpose in which we 
are wrapped up with Jesus, than this changing 
atmosphere, and cloudy canopy over our heads, 
hath to do with the fixed stars of heaven, and the 
constant light and heat of the glorious sun. 

So much have I to say in the general way 
which one topic of a discourse can contain, con¬ 
cerning the first and great cause of the incarna¬ 
tion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: and 
now I pray you to observe these two things, 
which naturally flow from what hath been said:— 

First, In order that God might not be the cause 
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of sin, and so all ideas of good and evil become 
confounded, it was proper, as from his own essen¬ 
tial goodness it was necessary, that every creature 
which his finger framed should be made perfect in 
its kind, fit to shadow forth some portion of the 
Creator’s worthiness, and to execute some part of 
his all-consistent and all-gracious will. Where¬ 
fore, every creature being framed obedient to a 
good law and blessed in the obedience of the 
same; it must follow that if any creature fall 
from its primitive condition and frame of righteous¬ 
ness, it must do so by positive transgression of 
that ordinance under which it was placed by its 
Creator, and therein held by strong obligations 
and inducements, yet by no means so strong as to 
preclude a fall, which were infallibility itself and 
unchangeableness;—a state of being which pertain- 
eth, as I conceive, at present to God only, but unto 
which all the redeemed are working their way, 
with all those heavenly and earthly things which, 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, are in 
Christ Jesus to be gathered together into one. 

I mean to say, that we have no tidings, nor records, 
nor, as I think, ideas of any unchangeable but the 
one unchangeable, the I AM, and therefore we 
ought not to wonder that angels and mankind 
should fall, or impute their fall unto God the 
Creator, because he had foreseen the occurrence 
thereof, and taken measures that there should 
thence redound glory to himself in the highest, peace 
on earth, and good-will to the children of men, 
new faithfulness and delight to the morning stars 
and the angels of God. The fall of the creatures 
therefore involveth guilt, and that of the deepest 
die, if indeed there be deeper and deeper dies of 
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guilt; which, though it be a true idea to a creature 
already in a fallen state, is not so, as I take it, 
to a creature who hath not fallen, in whom any 
insurrection of the will, or disobedience of the act, 
doth constitute the very essence and substance 
of sin, which may afterwards be varied by par¬ 
ticular accidents, but cannot, as I take it, be 
changed in its essence. Now, brethren, when 
guilt had been incurred, as it appeareth that 
it must occur in the fall of any creature, how is 
that creature to be delivered from under the state 
of guilt ? How is the Almighty in shewing forth 
his love and mercy to the unfallen, and revealing 
that other aspect of himself, to approach this 
guilty creature who hath flown off to wander in 
the evil and erroneous maze of an independent will. 
This is the question which ignorance and presump¬ 
tion and wickedness findeth no question, but re- 
solveth into God’s indiscriminate mercy; but which 
wisdom, and righteousness, and modesty, findeth 
the mystery of mysteries, the perplexity of per¬ 
plexities;—insomuch, that the very wisest of the 
heathen did say, he believed God would, in the time 
he judged best, send forth some one from himself 
to teach mankind that mystery of mysteries, how 
a holy God could pardon sin. If it can be done, 
it can be declared, but the difficulty lieth all in the 
accomplishment of it. For it would ill answer either 
the end of the Creator or the wellbeing of his crea¬ 
tures, that he should make known that new and 
tenderer aspect of his character, which is grace, at 
the expense and obliteration of that other, which is 
righteousness. This would make the Father of 
lights to be a changing and revolving light; where¬ 
as he is the Father of lights, in whom there is no 
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variableness nor shadow of turning. Besides, it 
is in virtue of his holiness that sin is sin; for if you 
take away the holiness of God, all distinction is 
for ever confounded : and seeing the sinning crea¬ 
ture is the evidence and token of his holiness, if 
that sinning creature were to be pardoned by a 
single act of love, love would have strangled holi¬ 
ness; or there would be a reign, now of holiness, then 
of love, and no one could say when there might be 
another shift from love to holiness: and therefore, 
such an arbitrary redemption, even if possible, 
would be no redemption to be depended on. 

Wherefore, in the love, the holiness must shine 
forth, as the light of the sun shineth forth in com¬ 
pany with his heat. The new manifestation of 
Jehovah’s being must illustrate the old, not cast it 
intoth£$hade. The new knowledge must be the old 
waxed more clear and manifest; no extinction nor 
obliteration thereof. And therefore I observe, 

Secondly, That seeing, not to drive all order 
within the universe into confusion, and all in¬ 
tegrity into distraction, and put all righteousness 
to shame, there must be with the Divine Power a 
faculty of preserving holiness, and of forgiving sin, 
I am at my wit’s-end to know how: here I stand 
nonplussed, my faculty of reason serving me not a jot. 
If 1 could conceive of sin as an accidental thing, 
which an accidental punishment could remove 
out of the way, I were in no strait nor dilemma; 
for in that case, after we have suffered a while 
God may remain satisfied. But what a base no¬ 
tion of God this is; as if there were any proportion 
between the guilt of sin, and so much pain and 
punishment, in the mind of the Most Holy! That 
notion of the Universalists would dethrone my God 
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at once from all my reverence, and set him lower 
than myself; forasmuch as I would despise myself 
for wreaking out so much punishment upon him 
who had offended me, and, without more ado, 
taking him by the hand as if he were cleansed. 
Not but that pain and penalty will and must ever 
attend on sin, but that an age and an age of ages ( 
of pain and punishmentwill never, neverwipe away 
sin. Sin is an alienation of the will; it is a spin- • 
tual act against a. Spirit, against the good and 
gracious Father of spirits; and the root of its pu¬ 
nishment is in the will; the strength of its bondage, 
the yoke of its thraldom, is upon the will; and it 
is only the recovery and restoration of the will, in 
its own act, which can put us again even on good 
terms with durselves, much more with the gracious 
God whom we had offended. But what is to 
bring back the will of a spirit which of its own 
accord hath swerved away, which did not choose 
to stand when all was in its favour? what, I say, is 
to bring it back again when its whole bent is gone 
the other way, with all the malicious powers of 
darkness overloading and overbearing it ? Tell me 
how this is to come to pass, and you shall be my 
prophet and priest and king. For verily to do this 
pertaineth only to Him who is my Prophet, and 
Priest, and King. 

Conceiving thus of sin as an eternal and un¬ 
changeable, an original, condition of the will, which 
no punishment can alter, which all the accidents 
within the coasts of time cannot alter, I stand at 
that pass over which nothing can carry me but Al¬ 
mighty Power; and I may say, with reverence, that 
not even power almighty of itself can deliver me. 
Almighty power cannot reconcile this contradiction, 
that holiness should be preserved,and the creatures 
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who have offended holiness, be, by a bare act of 
will reinstated. We stand here upon the brink of 
a chasm, over which, with reverence be it spoken, 
even Almighty power cannot convey us without 
some further revelation than that of his omnipo¬ 
tence. The unity of the Godhead availeth us not 
here, where our reason refuseth to move forward 
without the revelation of more persons than one 
in the Godhead; from which the revelation of the 
mystery cometh. 

Therefore the divine evangelist beginneth by 
declaring the eternal Divinity of the Word, say¬ 
ing, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God;” 
and, after dilating upon his uncreated essence, 
upon his divine works in the times of old, when 
the heavens and the earth were created by him, 
and life and light were bestowed by him and of 
him, he addeth, “And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. And 
of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man 
hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath re¬ 
vealed him.’ John comprehended the mystery 
at which I declared, a little ago, that human rea¬ 
son must stand for ever nonplussed, and which 
no knowledge of God’s unity can ever resolve. 
Therefore, after declaring the eternal Godhead of 
the Word, and at the same time intimating the 
mystery of his personal distinctness, by saying, 
not merely that he was God, but also that he was 
with God, he proceeds to declare his incarnation,— 
“He became flesh;” and the end of it,—for the 
purpose of revealing to us that grace of God to 
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the sinful, and truth to those with whom he had 
entered into covenant, which could never have 
been known if we had not fallen, and would never 
have been known had the Son not been willing 
and free to take upon himself the remedy of our 
condition. Oh, what volumes are contained in 
these words, “ Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ!” Grace; that is, the knowledge of the 
love and mercy which is in God, of the whole 
mystery of good-will and peace which is in the 
Gospel; the condescension of the holiest to the 
most unholy, his holiness unsullied by the con¬ 
descension, yea, made infinitely more bright; the 
condescension of the Almighty to the weakest; 
all that is included in the word Father, Redeemer, 
Saviour; a mystery into which the angels desire 
to look, and which the Apostle who had profited 
the largest therein, could only admire with silent 
admiration, saying, “ Oh, the height and the 
depth and the length and the breadth of the love 
of Gdd in Christ Jesus! it passeth knowledge.” 
Truth; that is, the fulfilment of all promise, the 
keeping of all covenant, the answer of all expec¬ 
tation, which had been given since the world be¬ 
gan, and the assurance of all faith, which might 
be rested thereon until the world should end. 
This grhee and truth came, not by the word but 
by the Word Incarnate, by Jesus Christ; that is, Jah 
the Saviour and anointed one. For it was in the act 
of becoming flesh that all grace and all truth was 
embodied. His name, Jesus Christ, importeth it. 
His name. The Word, importeth only his Divine 
essence and separate personality from all eternity. 

Now, brethren, from this separate personality of 
the Word is derived the resolution of the great 
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mystery, “how God can be just and the justifiet 
of the ungodly;” and from this point we must 
begin to speak in the language of the Trinity: for 
no one can speak of the redemption but in that 
language, as may be seen in the eighteenth verse, 
which, after having spoken of the grace and truth 
that is in Jesus Christ, the Evangelist thus begins, 
“ No one hath seen God at any time; ” but he cannot 
conclude it in the language of Unity, and is forced 
to add, “the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath revealed him.” The 
Father’s holiness of will remaineth unaltered ; he 
remaineth the unchangeable enemy and implacable 
destroyer of sin. His holiness continueth, like a 
fire, to consume the transgressor now as when sin 
first entered into the world. But man’s trans¬ 
gression did not reach to, or in any way affect, the 
relation between the Father and the Son, between 
whom no creature intermeddleth, or can in any 
wise intermeddle. This is secret, deep, and un¬ 
searchable ; and the joys of it are not to be ap¬ 
prehended by created minds, nor discoursed of by 
human tongues ; therefore was it possible, within 
the depths of the Divine nature, for the Father to 
forego the delight which he had with his Son 
in his own bosom, and to permit him to come 
forth on the ministry of redemption, in order that, 
after suffering for a while, he might return again 
with the honour of redemption added to the 
honour of creation and providence. In this, I say, 
there is no impeachment of the holiness of God, 
while there is a great manifestation of his love, in 
not sparing his only begotten Son, but giving him 
up to the death for us all. Nay, but there is a 
great manifestation and illustration of his holiness 
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likewise, if, when his dear Son, his Beloved before 
all ages, took upon himself our nature, his holiness 
should pursue him as man, as flesh, with what awful 
severity it pursueth sinful flesh ; if, when he was 
found within the accursed realm and blighted 
barren region of sin, the most direful scourges 
thereof should seize him, and smite him, and cleave 
to him even as unto others; if, against him, the law 
should stand up in all its offended majesty, and 
measure him without abatement at every point; 
and if satan also and the powers of darkness, and 
if death also and the grave, and if hell also and 
its legions, should combine against Him, even as 
against any other of the children. Which being 
truly fulfilled in the manifestation, as every one of 
you, communicants, is this day to testify, the holi¬ 
ness of God was, in a most marvellous way, illus¬ 
trated in the midst of his love; yea, and over his 
love. Yes, I will say over his love; for holi¬ 
ness is the column of the Divine majesty and 
power, the root and trunk of that tree, of which 
goodness and wisdom, mercy and love, are the 
various branches, flowers, and fruits. Which ho¬ 
liness, 1 say, is more illustrated and honoured in 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ than it would have 
been in the destruction of a thousand worlds, fallen, 
forsaken, and abandoned because of sin. So that, 
on the part of the Father, unchangeableness is 
preserved, hatred of sin is preserved, the sta¬ 
bility of righteousness is preserved, while love, 
and grace, and mercy find their proper manifes¬ 
tation toward sinful men. 

Let us now turn and consider how this great 
act affects the condition of the Son ; for ignorant 
men take upon them to scoff at this great work of 
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the Incarnation, as if it were a substitution of the 
innocent instead of the guilty, against all reason 
and justice, and to the subversion of all reason 
and justice in the breasts of men. Thus they speak 
in ignorance, not understanding what they say, 
nor whereof they affirm. But first, I pray you 
to observe, that there was no necessity, to speak 
after the manner of men, obliging God to find an 
atonement for sin;—which is manifest from the con¬ 
dition of the angels who kept not their first estate, 
and are reserved in chains of darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day. Their case was passed 
by, while ours was chosen for the manifestation of 
grace and truth: which is, therefore, devoutly to be 
contemplated as an act of sovereignty in the midst 
of mercy; for there must be sovereignty in all 
God’s acts, else he were no longer gracious ; and it 
is to be ascribed to no other cause than his own 
electing love, which is an ultimate fact and prin¬ 
ciple that cannot be passed beyond. It needed to 
be shewn that God could punish sin unchangeably; 
or, in other words, that the proper nature of sin is 
to propagate and increase itself for ever. There 
must be a monument of all the Divine attributes, 
and this of the fallen angels is the monument of his 
unextinguishable hatred of sin. The earth shall 
be redeemed, and the spirits of just men shall 
be made perfect, who shall thenceforward be the 
monument to all the universe of grace. And where 
is the monument of God's justice and severity 
against sin for the universal host to contemplate ? 
Hell with her prince of darkness, her rebel angels, 
and all reprobate men, shall be that monument 
for ever and ever. “ They shall go forth and look 
upon the carcases of the men who have trans- 
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greased against me; for their worm dieth not, 
neither shall their fire be quenched*” It is thus 
that every attribute of God shall have its proper 
manifestation, or be realised in some object which 
hi* creatures may behold and admire. 

Bearing this in mind, that the great object of 
the Incarnation, whereof wo discourse, is to bring 
into visible manifestation and real being the mo¬ 
nument of Godj's grace and mercy, and that the 
Father worketh nothing but by the Son, it is clear 
that it properly became Him, who created angels 
and men, and all things, and thereby gave the 
demonstration of God’s creative attributes of 
power, wisdom, goodness. See .,—Him who is at 
last to judge all things; and by constituting hell, 
to,give the demonstration of God’s attributes of jus¬ 
tice and holiness, abhorrence of sin, &c.; that same 
one it did become to give the intermediate demon¬ 
stration of God’s mercy, and grace, and forgive¬ 
ness in recovering, redeeming, and regenerating 
the earth, and in constituting its blessedness for 
eyer. And besides these three great demonstra¬ 
tions of the Godhead, creation, redemption, and 
judgment, no others are known unto me. 

Now, with respect to the part which the Son bore 
in this great covenant, made and sealed before the 
foundation of the world, I pray you to remember 
what I observed above, that the essence of sin is 
spiritual, in the will; and that the inward darkness 
and trouble, the outward suffering and sorrow, 
are only the consequences, and I may say the 
accidents, which cleave unto a will or spirit 
which hath cast off the authority of God, and 
become a law unto itself: therefore the work 
which the Son had to perform was to redeem the 
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will of man from its bondage to sin and satan; or 
rather, I should say, from the curse of God, de¬ 
clared in paradise against transgression. Which 
deliverance to accomplish, he must come into the 
very condition of that which he would redeem; 
become flesh, and take up into himself the very 
conditions of a human will, or human spirit; that 
is, become very man, and himself wrestle therein 
against flesh and blood—against principalities— 
against powers—against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world —against spiritual wickednesses in 
high places. If it pleased him to undertake this, 
no one will say that he was hindered from under¬ 
taking it. If he had love strong enough to make 
the sacriflce, there was no unrighteousness, there 
was no dishonour—unless mercy, and love, and 
grace be a dishonour. For the suffering which 
it caused him ; first, the hiding of the light of 
the Divinity ; secondly, the being subject unto a 
law, being himself both the Lawgiver and the Law ; 
thirdly, the encountering his own creatures, and 
being under their continual malice and persecu¬ 
tion ; fourthly, the presence and very close com¬ 
munion in which he dwelt with all manner of sin, 
touching, tasting, hearing, seeing, feeling it, and 
being in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin ; lastly, the undergoing of death and 
burial; —these things, which I cannot now handle 
particularly, are but the outward accidents and ap¬ 
parent attendants of that humiliation into human 
nature which he underwent. The merit of the act 
lay not in these outward visible things, nor is by 
them to be appreciated : even as the heinousness 
of sin is not thus to be measured, but standeth in 
the reprobate will ; so the righteousness of Christ 
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is to be appreciated by the willingness with which 
he undertook humanity, and underwent the fiery 
proof; and if you would have apparent proofs of 
that willingness, they are to be found in the meek¬ 
ness, gentleness, patience, long-suffering, and for- 
givenness with which he endured it. 

And that this is the highest view of the Lord’s 
work, the reasoning of St. Paul upon the fortieth 
Psalm doth verify. Verse e: “ Sacrifice and 
offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast 
thou opened: burnt-offering and sin-offering hast 
thou not required.” He rejects the Jewish, or 
rather the ceremonial, form of the work, even as 
1 have endeavoured to raise your views above 
it, to the higher view of it which is contained in the 
following verses. Verses 7, 8 : “ Then said I, Lo, 
I come : in the volume of the book it is written of 
me; I delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy 
law is within my heart; ”—in which the true end 
of his advent or incarnation is declared to be to 
do the will of God, and to have his law written 
on his heart; or to give the example of a man 
who, as man, should overcome all the enemies of 
man, and re-obtain the possession of that do¬ 
minion of man which had been lost in the fall. 
Now let us observe St. Paul’s reasoning upon 
this text. Heb. x. 8, 9 : “ Above, when he said, 
Sacrifice and offerings, and burnt-offerings, and 
offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 
then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, 
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second.” It is in the active obedience of Christ, in 
the perfect submission and obedience which he 
yielded, in the doing without any failure all the will 
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of God, that he became the Author of salvation 
to all them that believe. The suffering which he 
came under was, as it were, but the putting of 
that will to proof; and the well-pleasing in the 
sight of God was the enduring of the fiery proof, 
and the continual declaration of, “Yet not my will, 
but thine be done.” Hence it is, that, in the 
Gospel of John, the Lord’s whole discourse is but 
as it were one acknowledgment of his Father’s will, 
and obedience to his Father’s commandment; or, 
as it is written in that same Psalm (verses 9 ,10), “ I 
have preached righteousness in the great congre¬ 
gation : lo, I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, 
thou knowest. I have not hid thy righteousness 
within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness 
and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy 
loving-kindness and thy truth from the great con¬ 
gregation.” And, brethren, it is by the will of God 
that we are sanctified still, as St. Paul reasoneth, 
and as St. John confirmeth : “ He came unto his 

own, and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name : which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.” (John i. 11—la.) 

I consider it, therefore, to be rather a low view 
of the Redeemer’s work, to contemplate it so much 
in the sense of acute bodily suffering, or to enlarge 
upon it under the idea of a price or bargain, which 
is a carnal similitude, suitable and proper to the for¬ 
mer carnal dispensation, and which should, as much 
as possible,be taken away for the more spiritual idea 
of our sanctification by the full and perfect obe¬ 
dience which Christ rendered unto the will of God: 
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thereby purchasing; back, and procuring for as 
many as believe in him, their justification and 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, which is their 
conformity to the will of God, and reliance on his 
eternal purpose. For whosoever is brought into 
conformity with the will of God is thereby in¬ 
cluded in his purpose. It was a great act of 
power in the Son—a demonstration of his almighty 
power, to take up flesh and strengthen it against 
all the powers of hell—to take up flesh and purify 
it against all the powers of sin and corruption. 
But no one will say it was impossible, for it hath 
been accomplished : and no one will say that there 
was any violation of the principles of eternal ho¬ 
liness and justice, for the Son to do what was 
within his power, or for the Father to suffer him 
to do it. With respect to the communication of 
the gift to others, we do not now entreat: at pre¬ 
sent we are considering only of the purchase of 
the gift; and this, as hath been said, was by his 
obedience and perfect fulfilment of God’s most 
holy law, which had been offended by our first 
parents and by all their posterity. And it was the 
offended law, or, in other words, God’s unalterable 
immitigable holiness, which perpetuated the pu¬ 
nishment. If any one <?f Adam’s children could 
have stood up and kept the law, he would, in 
virtue of his own innocency, have lived in it, and 
known neither suffering nor death. The man, 
Christ Jesus, did this, and, in virtue of his work, 
now liveth, it being impossible that he should 
be holden of death. By which life of obedience, 
the law stood honoured: it was proved to be holy, 
it was proved to be just, it was proved to be good; 
* and it was satisfied. I may say the holiness of God’s 
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law was never manifested upon the earth till now, 
because it was never kept. In the idea, it was 
holy; but never in the reality, till Christ said, 
“ Father I have glorified thee on the earth; I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do.” The justice of the law might well be doubted, 
and its cruelty believed, at least its disproportion 
to human conditions : forasmuch as every man had 
smarted and suffered under it, and no one been 
able to attain unto the keeping of it. It might 
have been supposed the law of a tyrannical, or 
arbitrary, or even a malicious being, inasmuch as 
it had punished all and acquitted none. This was a 
great, a very great apparent stigma, which the per¬ 
fect obedience of Christ in human flesh removed, 
proving unequivocally that it was made for flesh, 
and would have blessed humanity, had its gracious 
intention and adaptation not been crossed and 
prevented by the fall of our first parents, and the 
consequent apostacy of the will of man, and its 
alienation from every thing which is holy, and just, 
and good; for the goodness of the law, that is, 
its kindness and bountifulness, and fruits of bless¬ 
edness, were all contradicted by the fact of such 
long and universal misery as had been upon the 
earth. The Divine purpose in creating human na¬ 
ture, and putting it under his holy, just, and good 
law, seemed to be wholly frustrated ; the very end 
of creation seemed defeated ; there was no glory of 
God redounding from it, but glory to the enemy of 
God: the world had gone into chaos; and the great 
achievement was, out of the chaos to bring some¬ 
thing more perfect than before. To justify the an¬ 
cient consitution of law and government under 
which the world was established at first; to re- 
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trieve, to do more than retrieve, the honour of 
the Creator,—to make it glorious. This was the 
first end for which Christ gave himself to become 
man from the foundation of the world. To this 
agreeth the reasoning of the Apostle Paul in his 
Epistle to the Romans: “ Do we then make void 
the law through faith ? God forbid: yea, we 
establish the law.” (xiv. si.) “ That the righteous¬ 
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (viii. 4.) 
“ For Christ is the end of the law for righteous¬ 
ness to every one that believetb.” (x. 4.) “ For 
as many as are of the works of the law, are under 
the curse: for it is written. Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.” 
(Gal. iii. 10.) “ But when the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.” (iv. 4, 5.) 

Thus far, then, it is manifest, that when the Son 
of God said unto the Father from all eternity, “ Lo, 
I come; in the volume of the book it is written 
of me : I delight to do thy will, O my God, yea 
thy law is within my heart; ” his object was, as 
is immediately added, to preach God’s righteous¬ 
ness in the great congregation, to declare his faith¬ 
fulness and salvation: and there can be no doubt 
that the holiness of God was illustrated by the 
Son of man, before the great congregation, as it 
never had been before. That the ends of creation 
were wondrously manifested, and the darkness, and 
gross darkness, began to be cleared away. This 
is done, however, as yet only to the great congre- 
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gation; that is, to the elect church; the rest of the 
world remaining as dark almost as before. But in 
the fulness of the time, the manifestation shall be 
enlarged to all the inhabitants of the earth, and, in 
the end, unto all the creatures of God who are 
now looking upon the progress of its accomplish¬ 
ment. Thus much for the justification of God’s ho¬ 
liness for which the incarnation of his Son was the 
appointed way. But much yet remaineth to be 
said with respect to the demonstration of his grace 
in the forgiveness and salvation of the sinner. 


PART II. 

Besides this origin or principle of the Incarnation, 
the justification of his holiness and goodness in the 
creation of man, which satan had succeeded in 
obscuring, there is another; the declaration of God’s 
grace and mercy in the salvation of sinners, whereby 
he could be just, and the justifier of the ungodly. 
Not only had satan’s work to be undone, but out 
of it the defeat of satan was to be brought, and the 
final extirpation of his power of evil. He had 
withstood God's work in the creation of man ; and 
for so doing the Lord purposed to undo him. To 
make this more complete also, it is to be done by 
means of man; and to this end Christ became 
man, and submitted himself to the very condition 
of a sinner. lie became sin for us who knew no 
sin. I say, Christ came into the condition of a 
sinner; and that too, I may say, of the chief of 
sinners; not having where to hide his head 
while he lived, and in his most ignominious 
death of the cross deemed less honourable than 
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a murderer, a thief, and a seditious person. This 
■condition of the chief of sinners He who did 
no sin did come into, in order to give sin and 
satan, death, and the grave, and hell, all advan- 
tages against him, and conquer them; and so to 
prove to all who should come after him, that they 
might be conquered. Likewise to shew that hu¬ 
man nature, by such a sojourning in the tents of 
sin, was not excluded for ever from the tents 
and habitations of holiness; but might yet inherit 
the love and honour of God, as did the First-born 
when he rose from the dead: to shew that it was 
possible for God to be just, and to justify the sinner. 
But now the question ariseth, How could Christ 
who had done no sin come into the condition of one 
who had sinned, be made of a woman, and under the 
law; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
he who had done no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth ? I can find no answer to this, but 
that our sins were imputed to him; for if they 
were not his own, they must be those of others. 
And to have punished one that was innocent with 
the consequences of sin, seems as much, and more, 
contrary to the holiness of God, than freely to par¬ 
don one who had sinned without any atonement, 
whereof we have shewed the most fetal and mis¬ 
chievous fruits. There is no accounting in any other 
way for Christ’s sufferings, but by saying, that they 
were vicarious, that is, undergone for others; be¬ 
cause he himself was without sin, and should have 
known no sorrow, nor suffering, nor death. It must 
either be of the nature of an atonement, or of the 
nature of injustice. No one can adopt the latter 
without subverting all things; and the former there¬ 
fore, of suffering for others, the Just for the unjust. 
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is the only one which remaineth. As it is written 
(Gal. iii. 13), “ Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it 
is written. Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.” And again (l Pet. iii. is), “ For Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins.” And again (Rom. 
iii. 21 — 27 ), “ But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the Law and the Prophets; even the righteous¬ 
ness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, 
unto all and upon all them that believe : for there 
is no difference; for all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely 
by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, 
I say, at this time, his righteousness: that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jesus. Where is boasting then ? It is 
excluded. By what law? of works? Nay; but 
by the law of faith.” 

There can be no doubt, therefore, that this 
substitution of the innocent Lamb of God, for 
the guilty children of man, is a second great 
purpose of the Incarnation, wherein alone con- 
sisteth the manifestation of the grace. The former 
is the manifestation of God’s truth in the creation 
of man, which satan had sought to turn, and had 
succeeded in turning, into one universal lie. But 
this is the manifestation of the mercy or grace, in 
forgiving the believer in Jesus, notwithstanding his 
great sinfulness. 

The question of the atonement, or substitution 
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of our sins, to which we are now arrived, in con¬ 
sidering the great subject of the origin of the 
Incarnation, doth not so much grow out of, as it 
is involved in, and throughout implicated with, 
being of the very essence of, the Incarnation ; not 
a circumstance of its manifestation, but an original 
and substantial element in the idea itself. For if, 
as we have shewed at large, the original cause and 
ultimate end of the Incarnation be, in order to 
make known another and a tenderer aspect of the 
Godhead, which is his grace in the forgivenness 
and recovery of the fallen ; and if this discovery 
of God’s hidden being could not, unto his intelli¬ 
gent creatures, be revealed, but where sin had 
entered and offences had abounded; it is very 
evident that the question. How that sin is to be 
forgiven, comes into the very essence of the 
question, and stands in the direct way of the 
Incarnation, which cannot come into the pur¬ 
pose of God until the other be first revealed to 
his holiness. And though it doth open the sealed 
door of that labyrinth, to have more than one 
person in the Divine substance revealed unto us; 
yet, as there is but one mind or will between these 
persons, the question still remains How, without 
any change in that Holy Will, by whose unchange¬ 
able holiness the fall doth come and prepare the 
way for the manifestation of grace, the fallen can 
be forgiven, and the curse removed, and the tide 
of sinning stemmed, and the waters of Divine wrath 
abated and dried up from the surface of the ground. 
It cannot be by a voluntary change of will; which 
is the only thing of which we can say, It is im¬ 
possible with God. For though it be oft said in 
Scripture that God repenteth and changeth, this 
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is said to those living under that very dispensa¬ 
tion of grace, into the possibilities of which we 
are now examining. The angels which kept not 
their first estate have no idea of any such language. 
They believe, but hope not. They believe and 
tremble. “ Hope comes not to them which comes 
to all.” The poet should have said, which comes 
to all who live under the dispensation of grace, or 
to whom a dispensation of grace is possible. I 
say it is impossible for the Divine will to change 
once; for if it were once to change, it might change 
again and again ; and how often, or when, or on 
what occasion, who could know ? Especially, and 
above all, in the essential point of holiness and 
hatred of sin, which is the basis of all law, order, 
and blessedness. His purposes will open, and do 
open, and a great insight was opened into them 
by the Incarnation whereof we treat; but the 
latter end thereof must be as the beginning, har¬ 
mony and consistency pervading the whole. And 
yet here is the world and the race of men living 
under the sense and certain promise of forgiveness, 
redemption, regeneration, restoration to Gods 
image, a thorough and radical extirpation of sin, 
an induction and eternal reign of righteousness 
and blessedness. And the marvel is, how this our 
condition of grace, mercy, and hopefulness, of 
faith, love, and assurance was made possible with 
a God who had already brought in, by his offended 
holiness, the mighty overthrow; and who, though 
he changeth not, hath brought in, by his grace, 
the mighty recovery. It is indeed a question; a 
question to engage inquiry, and wonder, and 
gratitude for ever and ever. 

As we have seen it written in the Scriptures, 
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that Christ was without sin, and that no guile 
was found in his mouth, 1 say, the question 
ariseth naturally, “And wherefore then did he 
suffer; and wherefore then was he offered up to 
bear the sins of his church, and to bring in an 
everlasting salvation? Is not this to lay the sins of 
the guilty upon the head of the innocent ?” It is. 
But ought this to be done ? I answer, it ought 
not to be done by any one creature to another 
creature; neither hath it been done by God to 
any creature. Christ was not a creature, but 
the Creator. He was under no responsibility nor 
obligation, and therefore he might undertake what 
it pleased him to undertake agreeably to his Fa¬ 
ther’s will. The maxim, that the innocent should 
not suffer for the guilty, applies to human judg¬ 
ments, and to human creatures; and it applies also 
to God’s judgment of the creatures, and importeth 
that the innocent should in no case be compelled 
to suffer for the guilty, but that every one should 
be treated exactly according to his deeds, which 
is precisely the principle that Christ hath laid down 
for the judgment ofmen, “that every one shall give 
an account of the deeds done in the flesh, whether 
they have been good or evil.” If the incarnation 
of Christ, and his substitution in our stead, did 
away with such righteous judgment, then indeed 
it were to be blamed; but establishing, as it doth, 
the honour, and the purity, and the righteousness 
of the Divine law, as we have shewed above, it is 
rather to be looked upon as the foundation-stone 
of the temple of justice, than as its destruction. 
If, again, there were any compulsion laid on Christ; 
which word, compulsion, I use, knowing it to be 
a false and absurd idea to apply that term to any 
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of the actings of the Divine Persons, whose sub¬ 
stance is one and the same; I say, if there were 
any compulsion, obliging Christ to undergo the 
penalty of man’s redemption, in that case also 
there would lie an objection. But when he 
announceth the preparation of his body and his 
advent, he thus willingly doth it: “Sacrifice and 
offering thou, wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared for me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for sin hast thou had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, 
I come to do thy will, O God.’’ It was to do God's 
will he took the body which was prepared for him; 
and he further saitli, “ To do thy will I take delight; 
thy law is within my heart.” And it is added, “By 
the which will we are sanctified, through the offering 
of the body of Christ once.” And if Christ pleased, 
if he delighted, to do the will of his Father, in 
taking to himself a human body and a reason¬ 
able soul, who will say there was any infraction 
of holiness in that, in which I can see nothing but 
the highest grace and condescension? This, more¬ 
over, was not an act of will, saying, Let the sinner 
be forgiven : but it was an act of will, saying, Let 
the sinner behold the greatness of the grace which 
resideth in the depths of the Godhead. If any one 
say that this also is change in God, that he should 
please to save the sinner whom he hath already 
pleased to condemn, l say to that person, he 
knoweth not what he saith. It is not change in 
God’s unalterable holiness, but a very great con¬ 
firmation of it. It is no more than the opening of 
another volume of the book, which, while it em¬ 
blazons all the rest with light, doth contain infinite 
matter hitherto unknown ; of which the substance 
is the Father’s willingness to permit, and the 
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Son’s willingness to submit to, and the Spirit’s 
willingness to effect, the Incarnation. Nor do I 
exclude God’s love to fallen men; of which though 
I make not a principle or origin, yet this much t 
will say concerning it, That, the Lord loveth not 
nor desireth to punish any one, but is rather sorry 
and grieved that his creatures should fall under 
sin’s sore penalty. The punishment which en- 
sues is from the nature of sin itself, not from 
the nature of God, from whom cometh down 
only good and perfect gifts. It is our ignorance 
of God, therefore, which makes us to suppose 
that his will is to inflict pain. His will is to 
protect holiness, and to promote it. There is, 
therefore, no impossibility, but quite the. con¬ 
trary, that God should desire and seek the sal¬ 
vation of his creatures. And the only question 
is. Doth the scheme which it hath pleased the 
Godhead to adopt, bespeak any toleration of 
sin, or any dealing with it as if it were a trivial 
offence? Doth sin appear to have changed its 
character in his holy mind, by this new manifes¬ 
tation which he hath given of himself? Now the 
very reverse is manifest from all the premises. 

Furthermore, and finally, upon that imagined 
offence which is done to our ideas of justice, by 
this doctrine of the Just suffering for the unjust, 
I have to observe, that, though the fall must come 
first in the nature of things before the redemp¬ 
tion, and, coming first in the nature of things, must 
also come first in the manifestation; we are not, 
therefore, to suppose that that form of God’s being 
and attributes revealed in the redemption, which 
is grace, is not as necessary, and essential, and 
ancient a part of himself, as that other form of 
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severity and justice which is revealed in the fall; 
though the latter be anterior, both in the idea and 
in the manifestation. We are apt to transfer the 
succession of time to the Divine mind, and so to con¬ 
found all things. But, truly with the Lord all things 
are present from the beginning, and all appear¬ 
ances are but the unfoldings of his mighty purpose 
for the manifestation of that which is with him 
from the beginning. And this is most necessary, 
and constantly to be kept in mind, in order that we 
may not give to the eternal Jehovah a succession 
of existence. He is all in all times and in every 
time, as he is all in all places and in every place. 
And this is the reason why every substantial matter 
of our faith is by the Apostles traced up to before 
the foundation of the world; and every mystery 
is said to be hid in him before the world was. 
Bearing this in mind, to the question, Whether the 
scheme of vicarious suffering and imputed righte¬ 
ousness which we have unfolded, containeth in itself 
any thing adverse to justice, we at once answer. 
No, but every thing prosperous to righteousness 
and truth. It is from eternity of the righteous and 
holy will of God to punish sin; and it is so still, and 
whosoever believeth in Jesus hath a lively and most 
present sense of the heinousness of sin, and the eter¬ 
nal wrath which abideth on it. It is equally of the 
righteous and holy will of God to save the sinner, 
and to shew forth his goodness and mercy and 
forbearance in his salvation; and every be¬ 
liever in Christ hath a most blessed hope and 
assurance through grace of eternal salvation. 
These two forms of the holy will of God being 
most consistent with one another, will mutually 
illustrate each other when they are manifested. 
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And accordingly we find it to be so. For the 
Word which revealeth the will of the Father, 
and in whom the Father doth objectively behold 
all his purposes, and is well pleased with them, 
doth embody in the one act of his eternal sacrifice 
the utmost perfection of the Father’s holiness and 
of the Father’s goodness; of the former, in proving 
that the law was holy, and not tyrannical; a right, 
good, and blessed constitution, for humanity in its 
fallen state; and so reflecting from the mirror of 
its purity the greatness and heinousness of our 
depravity. His holy life set against our wicked 
life, is the only adequate manifestation of our sin, 
or of the righteousness of God. 1 say not but 
that in the conscience there is a certain sense of 
right, as in the understanding there is a certain 
discernment of truth; but as the latter could not 
discover the light, so could not the former quicken 
the life, could not give it real form, or even ideal 
form, until the Lord manifested it in actual being. 
But in thus manifesting the holiness, he also ma¬ 
nifested the love, and that in the most exalted and 
marvellous kind, as every one doth freely acknow¬ 
ledge; for it can be brought into comparison 
with, and tried by, the tests of human love. 
“For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; 
yet peradventure for a good man some would even 
dare to die. But God commendeth his love to¬ 
wards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Rom. v. 7, 8.) But our Lord 
stateth it with a modest tenderness, “Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.” (John xv. is, 14); 
And, to say it all in one word, in the incarnation 
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of Christ mercy and truth are met together, righte¬ 
ousness and peace have kissed each other. 

These are the best efforts which my poor reason 
can make, to open the way of doubting minds to 
the comfort of this mystery; but I would do 
little justice to my own convictions, and shew 
little love to their souls, if I were to stop here, 
instead of betaking myself to the law and to the 
testimony, to see if they speak according to 
this way. In the exposition of all ideas and 
the resolution of all questions of divine theology, 
I hold it to be not only profitable, but absolutely 
necessary, and indispensably due unto God’s wise 
revelation, devoutly to search his word, in order 
to discover whether that idea or solution be con¬ 
tained and much insisted upon therein ; otherwise 
we might be spending precious time and talents 
upon some of those vain and profitless questions 
and endless disputations which profit nothing to 
the edifying of the soul: and after having thus 
ascertained that it is a great head, and, as it 
were, a common place in the word of God, and a 
frequent doctrine and lesson of the Spirit; we shall 
come in the exercise of humility, and of that spi¬ 
ritual understanding which is given to the humble, 
by degrees to unravel the difficulties and perplexi¬ 
ties which at first present themselves to our na¬ 
tural reason, which, because it is fallen and under 
the thraldom of nature, must both have the truth 
presented to it from God, and by his Spirit be 
cleansed and purified to discern it. This method 
I have ever followed for myself, and shall now 
follow for your greater edification in this doctrine 
of the atonement for sin, by the blood of Christ, 
which I regard as the second great principle of the 
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Incarnation, and essential to that manifestation of 
the grace of God, which we have laid down as its 
first and original intention. 

And here let us begin with a text which 
containeth the truth in questions 6tated in the 
bluntest, baldest way possible, l Pet. iii. 18: “ For 
Christ also hath suffered for our sins, the Just for 
the unjust.” Here Christ is declared to have 
been “just;” and this not in the looser sense of 
that word, according to which we say in ordinary 
speech, a just, or honest, or upright man, but in 
the stricter sense according to which all men are 
unjust. For it is said, “ Christ hath also suffered 
for our sins;” that is, for the sins of the church, 
the sins of all who will believe in his name. Now, 
in common language, these are the most upright, 
the most charitable, the most holy part of man¬ 
kind, being under the regenerating power of the 
Holy Ghost; and yet they are called ‘ ‘ the unjust;” 
which clearly doth determine the word “ unjust” 
to be used in the exact sense of the sanctuary as 
comprehending all men, and declaring their uni¬ 
versal and original sinfulness in the sight of God. 
From which characteristic of all men, an excep¬ 
tion is taken for Christ, who is called by con¬ 
tradistinction, “ the Just.” And yet doth Peter 
declare that this only just one suffered for 
all the unjust ones who believe in his name. 
It is “ once ” suffered, that is, during the days 
of his flesh, when he was “ a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief.” Which act of suffer¬ 
ing for our sins is oft concentred in its great closing 
scene, the cross, as we find in the preceding chapter 
of this very Epistle; which, as it casts light, and 
brings great confirmation to that which we have 
now under observation, we pray you to peruse 
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along with us, beginning at the 22 d verse, and con¬ 
tinuing to the end of the chapter. “ Who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when 
he was reviled,reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously: who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree, that, we be¬ 
ing dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; 
by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were 
as sheep going astray ; but are now returned unto 
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” Here 
first his sinlessness is declared in the most positive 
language, from the clearness of which no one can 
escape, and which no one can adopt unto himself, 
without continuing that asseveration of John, “ If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive our¬ 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.” But Peter is not ashamed to say 
of the man Jesus Christ, “ lie did no sin. ” And he 
repeats it, “neither was guile found in his mouth;” 
that is, not only no actual sin, but not the shade 
or guise of it, no ambiguity nor lurking purpose 
of deceiving, no variableness nor shadow of turn¬ 
ing: and not only so, but he could not be pro¬ 
voked by any means to the participation or 
revenge of any sin; “When he was reviled he 
reviled not again :” nor could by any threatening, 
or punishment, or indignity, or fear, be tempted 
even to threaten; albeit, possessed of all power 
and about to execute all judgment; “All judgment 
is given to the Son; ” yet so was he bound on an 
errand of grace and mercy, and so wound up to 
perform it with all patience of the travail and 
gladness to pay the ransom, that “when he suffered 
he threatened not, but committed himself unto him 
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that judgeth righteously.” By which frequent 
reiteration, and various illustration of the Lord’s 
sinlessness, the Apostle having prepared the way, 
dechureth in the 94 th verse, the same doctrine of vi¬ 
carious suffering, or suffering in our stead, as is de¬ 
clared in the text under consideration, “ who his 
own self, ” or, as it is in the original, “ which very 
person,” that is, this sinless one, this guileless one, 
“ bare our sins in his own body on the treein 
which expression is contained, not only the doctrine 
of vicarious suffering, which we are inquiring into, 
but also the manner of it, “ in his own body,” con¬ 
cerning which body we shall speak in the sequel 
of these discourses. The Apostle having made 
this unequivocal declaration of the great doctrine 
of vicarious suffering, doth not leave the subject, 
but after pursuing on the exhortation to patience 
under suffering, for which he had introduced it, he 
recurreth to the doctrine the second time in the 
words of the passage under consideration: “ For 
Christ also hath suffered for sins, the Just for the 
unjust,” and now addeth the great reason or cause 
of it, “ That he might bring us to God.” Into 
which we shall now further reverently inquire at 
the Divine oracle. 

“That he might bring us to God;” then we 
cannot come to God as we are, but are brought 
to him by the intervention of this great act of 
“ the Just suffering for the unjust.”—Why not 
come to God as we are ? Because it is written, 
“ Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wick¬ 
edness, neither shall evil dwell with thee; the 
foolish shall not stand in thy sight; thou hatest 
all workers of iniquity.” And again: “ Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity. ” The reason why we 
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cannot come to God as we are, is his holiness; 
which repelletli us, which repelled Adam, which 
repelled the angels, and will for ever repel all 
that are tainted of sin; and this distance from God 
is the fertile source of our darkness, of our doubt, 
of our misery: wherefore it is written, that be¬ 
fore Christ can deliver up the kingdom unto God, 
even the Father, he must first put down, or rather 
empty out of it, “all rule, and all authority and 
power, and reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet;'’ that is, he must make the king¬ 
dom pure and spotless before that God, even the 
Father will look upon it. Nay more, even before 
Christ himself will take hisehurch to his embrace; 
that is, before he will be married to her in the 
age to come; before, as God, he will look upon 
her, whom, as man, he redeemed, lie must sanctify 
and “cleanse her with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present her to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing, but that she should be holy 
and without blemish.'' And to this end it is, 
that the dispensation of the cleansing Spirit in- 
terveneth between the dispensation of the pur¬ 
chase, and the dispensation of the possession. 
The church was purchased by the Incarnation; 
she is now washed by the Spirit, that He may 
present her to himself a glorious church, when he 
eometh in the divinity of the righteous Judge, or 
priestly King, to enter along with her, and intro¬ 
duce her into the vicegerency of the whole earth, 
as Adam was heretofore introduced into the pro- 
bational state of paradise, preparatory to the 
vicegerency of the whole earth, which yet he had 
not received, but would, l deem, have received, if 
lie had stood the proof. It is this purity of the 
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Divine substance, dear brethren, which interposeth 
an eternal barrier to our coming near to God. And 
therefore it is said, Christ “ suffered, the Just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us unto God; “for we 
shall yet be brought to God at that consummation 
of all things, when the last enemy, which is death, 
is destroyed, and the kingdom is given np to the 
Father. Then, when all is pure and prepared for 
his eye most scorching and consuming to sin, and 
in the sight of which the heavens are not dean, we 
shall be brought unto him, whom now we draw 
nigh to, only through the Mediator; and now the 
Mediator having done his office, shall be Mediator 
no longer, but shall reign Lord and King and visible 
Godhead of the universe. And those whose nature 
he hath for ever joined to the divine, by that great 
mediating act of Incarnation, shall, in the fulness of 
time, be his vicegerents and court of government to 
the whole created universe. If you inquire whe¬ 
ther this purpose or use of the vicarious sufferings 
of Christ, “ that he might bring us unto God,” be 
a common and familiar idea of the holy Scrip¬ 
tures ; I answer, it is the most common, and the 
most familiar idea of the holy Scriptures. Among 
hundreds of instances take the following:— 

Col. i. 19—23. “ It pleased the Father that in 

him should all fulness dwell; ” that is, fulness of 
power as the Creator, which had just been de¬ 
clared above, and fulness of power as Head of the 
redeemed church, which is the vessel of his fulness, 
the fulness of Him that filleth all in all; and all ful¬ 
ness whatever of the Godhead which was proper to 
dwell in him; and for what end ? “ Having made 
peace by the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 
all things unto himself. By him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth or things in heaven.” By the 
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“ all things, whether upon the earth, whether in the 
heavens,” you are not to run wild and understand 
universal redemption of angels and men; for there 
are no evil angels in heaven, nor evil men, both 
being reserved in darkness until the judgment of 
the great day. It means simply all the things 
upon the earth, and in the firmament which the 
Jews called the heavens; that is, in the region where 
clouds and tempests, and lightning and thunder, 
and other the most violent commotions of the 
elements dwell. On which account Satan is called 
“ the prince of the power of the air,” and amongst 
our enemies are enumerated “ spiritual wicked¬ 
nesses in heavenly places.” But the dwelling place 
of God is the heaven of heavens, or the third 
heavens; all the things upon the earth and the 
heavens which he originally created, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, 
or principalities or powers, are represented as at 
variance and in strife with God, and needing to 
be reconciled. And yet a few verses above they are 
declared to have been created both by Christ and 
for Christ. How then came they to be thus in 
opposition to God ? No doubt by the invasion 
of sin and the present possession of Satan, the in¬ 
visible power who ruleth over the darkness of this 
world. And how are they to be reconciled ? how is 
the peace between all the creatures and God to be 
made? it is answered, “ making peace by the blood 
of his cross.” Wherefore we conclude that his death 
was the reconciliation of God to the creatures, his 
body the peace-offering, which being offered up, a 
dispensation of reconciliation might begin to run its 
course, but not till then : for it is said, “ by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself, making peace by 
the blood ol his cross.” It is further to be observed. 
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that Christ is not the passive victim only, through 
whose blood the reconciliation is brought about, 
but also the active minister by whom it is carried 
on; by him to reconcile all things, by him by 
whom they were created. The things in the hea¬ 
vens and on the earth, which fell on war with God 
and with one another, and which are still at war, 
through Adam’s disobedience, are, by the obedi¬ 
ence of the Second Adam unto death, brought back 
into a state of reconciliation; and their reconci¬ 
liation is proceeding according to the rate and pro¬ 
gress approved of by that wisdom which dwelleth 
in Christ; wherefore the Gospel is called the minis¬ 
try of reconciliation, committed unto the Apostles 
first, and now unto us, the ministers of the church. 
“ Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away: behold 
all things are become new. And all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon¬ 
ciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ recon¬ 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them ; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation.” (2 Cor. v. 17— 19 .) 
Wherefore also it is called the Gospel of Peace; 
“ preaching peace by Jesus Christ;” and was pro¬ 
claimed by the heavenly host ''peace on earth,”— 
which language were not only unmeaning but false, 
if the old creation, “ the all things,” the world, 
were not in a state of war with God, and under the 
sentence of wrath. This alienation, this curse, it 
appears, from the passage under consideration, is 
removed firom them, and their peace made by the 
blood of the cross of Christ. And how doth this 
great peace-offering affect the souls of men ? The 
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Apostle immediately addeth, speaking to the 
church of the Colossians, and in them to the 
church of the Gentiles universally, “ And you 
that were some time” (or heretofore) “ alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works hath 
he reconciled.” This then is the natural estate of all 
the men of the world; for the church, whose former 
state it is declared to have been, is gathered out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na¬ 
tion. And what state is this ? ‘ ‘ alienated and ene¬ 
mies by disposition in wicked works;” the disposi¬ 
tion of the mind or the will being averse and inimical 
from God. For that which is here translated mind, 
is the same which is changed by repentance ; for 
“ mind” and “ repentance” are the same word in 
Greek compounded with a different preposition. 
This which requires to be changed, is by nature 
alienated from, and at open war with, God, and this 
is shewn forth and expressed in wicked works; but 
these works are only the evidences and fruits of the 
evil, and not the evil itself, which is more deeply 
seated in the mind alienated from, and at war with, 
God. This declaration of the natural state of men 
brings to our mind what Paul says in another 
Epistle (Eph. ii. l— 3) : “ And you hath he quick¬ 
ened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein 
in time past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience : among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others.” And what becometh of such alienated 
sinners, such active enemies of God and ministers 
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of,evil, as we are here described to be? Observe 
what follows: “Yet now hath he reconciled in the 
body of his flesh through death.” The peace of all 
creatures was made through the blood of his cross, 
and the reconciliation of his church is made “ in the 
body of his flesh by means of death; ” which expres¬ 
sions exactly agree to what we have already seen in 
Peter, and contain this mystery, that the body of 
Christ’s flesh, or his human nature, the part of him 
which could sufferand die, hath become by its death 
the reconciliation of the church, and will become 
the peace of the world. This is the seed which had 
to be cast into the ground in order to bear much 
fruit; the handful of corn cast out upon the top of 
the mountains, which is to fill the whole earth with 
prosperous fruit; the Lamb of God that takethaway 
the sin of the world. This humanity of Christ, 
therefore, being offered upon the cross, accom- 

ture pacification of the world. With respect to the 
church of which at present we inquire, it is further 
added, here as every where, that the end of this 
reconciliation is “ to present you holy and un- 
blameable and unreprovable in his sight.” In 
whose sight? In the sight of God, even the 
Father, who is accomplishing this great work of 
reconciling all things unto himself by his Son: 
“ who is in Christ reconciling all things to himself.” 
But this glorious presentation of the church hath 
not, neither can have place, until she is made holy 
unblameable and unreprovable, because evil cannot 
stand in the sight of God. At present the church is 
under the sanctifying operation of the Holy Ghost. 
That same Spirit will raise her body from the dead, 
which wrought in Christ to raise him from the dead. 
Then shall we have to serve him in his kingdom; 
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for which end he did call, and choose, and sanctify 
us during this reign of evil, that when the fulness 
of times shall come for gathering together the “ all 
things” into him, we might serve for his ministers, 
the hands, the feet, the tongue, the eye, the ear, 
and every member of that universal government 
which he is then to exercise over the earth: after 
which honourable fellowship of his glorious and 
active government of power, we shall, as his 
spouse, with all those, the children of our mutual 
love and care, with this earth, their purified and 
blessed abode, be presented to the Father, who 
thenceforward shall be all in all; that is, shall be 
manifest in his glorious Son, directly owning, di¬ 
rectly governing, directly blessing the world with 
all the dwellers therein for ever and ever; or, if it 
seem meet, advancing us to whatever power and 
honourable office may seem good unto himself. 

We have thus ascertained that Christ’s suffer¬ 
ings were vicarious, and his death was recon¬ 
ciling of the world; and that atonement for sin 
is an essential part of the Divine purpose in the 
incarnation of his Son. Let us proceed a step 
farther, and consider what is revealed in Scripture 
concerning the communication or application of 
the fruits of his work unto others, for this also is 
an essential part of the idea of the atonement. And 
for this end we choose out a passage in the third 
chapter of the Romans, at the twenty-third verse, 
which casts a very steady light upon this part of 
the subject. You observe, that it sets out by 
stating the great proposition of the world’s sinful¬ 
ness, which the Apostle had been proving through¬ 
out the preceding chapters of that Epistle, both by 
the observation of the fact and by the word of God. 
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“ For all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God; ” and to this great proposition he adds 
the natural and necessary inference, that their 
justification must proceed from grace, and not 
from works; from mercy, and not from desert: for 
if we have all sinned, our desert is death according 
to the constitution of the Creator, “ The soul that 
sinneth shall die: ” wherefore the Apostle addeth, 
“ Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” The procuring 
cause is Christ’s redemption of us. Redemption 
from what ? Doubtless from the curse—that curse 
which passed upon all men, because that all have 
sinned. From the curse of the law we are re* 
deemed by Jesus, who became a curse for us, 
that we might become the righteousness of God 
in him. And in this consists the grace of God; 
not in justifying us,—for justification, as its name 
imports, is an act of justice and not of grace,—but 
in giving us his Son, through whom we might be 
justified. His grace, and love, and goodness, and 
mercy, do all consist in the best gift of his only be* 
gotten and well-beloved Son; which if we would 
keep steadily in view, it would silence all scruples 
and remove all difficulties out of the way. There 
was nothing surely to hinder God from giving us 
his Son. It were boldness, blasphemy, and ingrati¬ 
tude insufferable, to say he might not give us 
his Son if so it pleased him. No creature will 
surely interfere between the Father and the Son. 
Well, then, he gives us his Son; and Christ 
being given, all that follows is holiness, is justice, 
is strenuous hatred of sin, and destruction of the 
dwellings and habitations of sinfulness, yea, even 
of Christ’s own flesh. Accordingly it is im¬ 
mediately added, “ Whom God hath set forth 
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to be a propitiation.” This is the end for which 
he hath proposed him to be a propitiation; that 
is, a great mediation or means of reconciliation, 
an atonement; not a propitiator but a propitia¬ 
tion, and at the same time the propitiator; as he 
calleth himself the way, “ I am the way: no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me.” There 
is something, to my mind, exceedingly powerful in 
such expressions : “ I am the Resurrection,” not 
the raiser of the dead ; “lam the Truth,” not the 
true one; “I am the life, I am the light,” not 
the creator of life and light, “ whom God hath 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption,” all similar to the 
passage before us, “whom God hath set forth” 
or “foreordained to be a propitiation.” These 
expressions shew me the substance of the re¬ 
demption, as well as the operation, to be in 
him; the matter of it, as well as the workman¬ 
ship; the forming of the elements out of nothing, 
as well as the bringing of them into order; which 
is all set forth in that single word, “If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature.” Of him, as well 
as by him and for him, are all the parts of the re¬ 
demption, as well as of the original creation. Now 
this propitiation, which God hath set him forth to 
be, is not inherited otherwise than by faith; “through 
faith ;”and that a distinct act of faith “ in his blood,’’ 
or upon his death. No doubt this hath reference 
to the blood of the sacrifice, which God allowed 
not to be eaten, but to be offered up as its life. 
“ And almost every thing by the law was purged 
with blood, and without shedding of blood there 
is no remission.” Which was an ordinance of ex¬ 
press purpose appointed to preserve, in the church, 
a very sacred apprehension of the blood of Christ 
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which cleansethfrom all sin. Faith upon the sacrifice 
whioh he offered on the cross, is that by which we 
enter into the inheritance of the propitiation which 
God hath been pleased to place in him. The Apostle • 
might have stopped here, as completing the truth, 
but he delights to enlarge; and, for our special 
teaching in this matter, he addeth, “ To declare his 
righteousness, for the remission of sins that are past. ’’ 
This gives us another view of the work of Christ, 
not as suffering but as righteousness; that is, active 
obedience, which is transferable to others, and ap¬ 
plicable for the remission of sins: “To declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins.” I know not 
any language by which the doctrine of imputed 
righteousness could be more simply and ingenu¬ 
ously declared ; nor do I know what more can be 
wanted to justify that great doctrine of the church. 
At the Bame time it is well guarded by the word 
“ past” against all the abuses to which it might be 
applied for the indulgence of wickedness, or the 
encouragement of that blasphemous temper which 
saith, “ Let us sin, that grace may abound.” It is 
all in all to the poor soul which is' stricken with 
the contrition of sin, and knoweth not whither to 
flee, to hear of a fountain opened in the house of 
David for sin and for uncleanness: but this hath no 
possible indulgence for the future; being only to 
cleanse the perilous load from the conscience, that 
it may be free to believe in the Lord as “ a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and 
remission of sins; ” and, so believing, to receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, by which to depart 
from all sin: these two gifts, remission and re¬ 
pentance, being co-eval in their birth and' bo- 
ordinate in their progressive growth. Wherefore 
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it is written, in the fifth chapter of this Epistle, 
“ Therefore, as by the offence of one man judg¬ 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even 
so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. For as by 
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous.” From which illustration we gather, 
that there is a certain measure and proportion 
between the consequences of Adam's sin and of 
Christ's righteousness; and the imputation of the 
same to their children. And 1 have no doubt that, 
if we could search this depth of God to the bottom, 
it would be found, that the same constitution of 
mankind which made it righteous in God to visit 
the sins of the father upon the children, did also 
make it possible to visit the righteousness of the 
father upon the children. The first Adam hath 
become an evil leaven unto his posterity; the 
Second Adam hath become a quickening spirit. 
But there is no necessity binding God to accept 
this propitiation which he himself hath set forth; 
for then we could plead a right, and would be 
rendered independent of grace : wherefore it is 
added, “ through the forbearance of God,” to 
signify that it is an act of God's forbearance not 
to visit our sins with their proper punishment, 
but to remit them for the sake of Christ. And 
hence it is our constant custom in all the churches 
to deprecate the wrath of God, and to entreat 
him to accept the offering which Christ hath made, 
and to give us absolution from our sins in his 
blood. So very wisely is this grand inference, 
from the first three chapters of the Romans, 
guarded and defended from abuse. But further 
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still, it is added to all this; “ To declare at this time 
his righteousness, that he might be just and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus,” which 
brings us to the plain and categorical answer of 
the difficulty we proposed, declaring simply, that 
the only means for reconciling his justice with 
the justification of believing sinners, is the righte¬ 
ousness of Christ which was for this end declared 
openly unto all men. True it is, therefore, that 
God can be just and the justifier of the man who 
believeth in Jesus. And the way by which he can 
be so, is by the declaration of the righteousness of 
Christ. And that there is no other way, we know 
assuredly, from such passages of Scripture as 
these: “ There is no name given among men, 
whereby they can be saved, but the name of 
Jesus.” “For if righteousness could come by the 
law, then is Christ dead in vain.” 

Observe now how this doctrine of atonement 
affects the practice of holiness, whereof we have 
argued so strenuously that no infraction may or 
can take place. We are thereby comforted against 
the venomous and opprobrious rage of Satan, 
who after having brought us into sin and misery, 
doth darken and overcloud the conscience with 
a sense of sin, and would thereby shut up all 
avenues to the grace of God. But by Christ, 
our propitiation and atonement, we are assured 
that our sins are forgiven us, if we have faith 
in the blood of Jesus which cleanseth from all 
sin. And, therefore, in all our spiritual diseases 
we look unto Him as to the serpent lifted up, 
which is to draw all men after him, and we come 
unto, him as the chief Physician of the soul and the 
body, and we believe in him as the Lamb of God 
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which taketli away the sins of the world ; whereby 
our souls arc exceedingly comforted under the 
sense of past sin. And thus being comforted in 
Christ, our love to him aboundeth. Yet in this 
act of faith upon his propitiation for past sin, we 
forget not the grace of the Father, his forbearance 
and long-suffering, and that even until now and 
always, it is of his free will to accept the offering 
and acquit us, and to regard us as righteous in his 
sight. By the which will of the Father, we are sanc¬ 
tified by the offering of the body of Christ once for 
all. The same Divine doctrine moveth us to a con¬ 
tinual activity and perseverance in sanctification. 
For this was the end of his suffering, that he might 
purify us unto himself a peculiar people zealous 
of good works, that he might bring us unto God. 
And he,whoreposingonChristforforgivenessofsin, 
is not thereby stimulated to the attainment of all 
righteousness, doth turn the grace of God into 
licentiousness and trample under foot the blood 
of the covenant wherewith he should have been 
sanctified. He is likewise doing despite unto 
the Holy Spirit of grace; and we were safer in 
slighting the incarnation and atonement of the Son 
of man, against whom sin may be forgiven, than in 
slighting the work of the Spirit, against whom if 
we persevere in sin, it shall neither be forgiven in 
this world nor the world to come. The burden is 
thus removed from ourshoulder, that wemaypursue 
the journey of obedience with the more expedition; 
the encompassing weight is cast aside from our 
loins, that we may run the race of holiness with the 
more haste. We cannot be brought near to God, 
unless we be holy, harmless, and undefiled, and 
separate from sinners, as was our High Priest. We 
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are not Christ's disciples, unless we keep all his 
commandments, and not otherwise shall we have 
the in-dwelling of the Son and of the Father; be¬ 
cause where the Holy Ghost hath not come to rege¬ 
nerate, they will not come to build up, comfort, and 
sustain. Therefore, brethren, we who believe in 
the Cross of Christ, are dead unto sin, that we 
should live unto God. Out of this Divine doc¬ 
trine of atonement cometh patience also under the 
sufferings which are laid upon us by the devil, 
the world, and the flesh; forasmuch as we know 
that hereunto we are called, for Christ also once 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we 
should follow his steps. This is the use which 
Peter maketh of the doctrine; that so we also 
should suffer for righteousness’ sake: “ For 
this is thank-worthy, if a man for conscience 
toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.” 
(1 Pet. ii. 19.) “ But if ye suffer for righteous¬ 
ness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled.” (iii. 14.) 
And Paul is very bold in the first chapter 
of Colossians, saying immediately after the pas¬ 
sage quoted above, verses 23, 94 : “ If ye con¬ 
tinue in the faith grounded and settled, and be 
not moved away ftorn the hope of the Gospel, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to 
every creature which is under heaven; whereof I 
Paul am made a minister; who now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s 
sake, which is the church.” And in like manner 
we should bear patiently whatever we are oalled 
to endure for Christ’s sake, as suffering together 
with him and for the good of his church, which is 
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his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all, 
according as it is written in another place, to com¬ 
fort the brethren under fiery trials ; “ Wherefore 
seeing we also are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before 
us.” (Heb.xii.i.) Without all controversy, there¬ 
fore, this doctrine of atonement, while it hath its 
origin in God’s holiness, hath its fruits also in 
the promotion of holiness in all who receive it. 
And so we shut up the question of the origin of 
the Incarnation, having shewn from Scripture, and 
likewise from reason, so far as our light of reason 
can embrace the subject, that its first cause is to 
be found now here else but in the holy will of God. 

From the passages of Scripture, which are the 
ground-work of the preceding remarks, it doth 
clearly appear, that our Lord and the Apostles 
never fail to take a higher view of the Incarnation 
than as one of the events of time, and occurrences 
of this fallen world; contemplating it as an act of 
the Godhead, done from all eternity, purposed 
before the foundation of the world, prearranged 
and foreordained in all its parts, to this very end 
of manifesting unto all intelligent creatures the 
glory of God’s holiness -and grace in the salvation 
and forgiveness of sinful and apostate creatures : 
that it was not an act consequent upon the fall, 
though taking its form and character thence, but 
an eternal purpose, which God purposed in himself 
before the world was, to the praise of the glory 
of his grace. This view of the subject, notwith¬ 
standing that it is so constantly taken in the 
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Scriptures, bath grown into such disuse in the 
church, that it cannot be presented without much 
explanation, and without answering that most 
seductive question. What is the good of it ? What 
is the use of it? And rather to be profitable unto 
your souls, dear brethren, than to indulge this 
common form of all ignorant gainsayers, I shall a 
little open the good use of these higher views. 

It seemeth to me, that a pious and believing soul, 
which desireth, with all its might, to return back 
again to God, and lose its will in his most holy 
will, can in no way be so refreshed as in studying 
to know the purposes of that will, into the like¬ 
ness of which ithasteth to be reduced, and longeth 
to be transformed: and in order to satisfy this noble 
desire of the renewed mind, God hath taken the 
veil from off the secrets of his purposes, and con¬ 
descended to teach us not only by outward ap¬ 
pearances, and manifestations of his holy provi¬ 
dence, and gracious redemption, but also by the 
knowledge of the eternal principles in his Divine 
nature, firom which they proceed, and the eternal 
ends of peace and blessedness whereto they mi¬ 
nister, and wherein they shall result. And this 
hath he done not only in gracious condescension 
to our desire of knowledge, and effectual further¬ 
ance of our desire of conformity to his mind and 
will, but also, in great wisdom, to comfort and 
establish our minds in Christ Jesus, to root us and 
ground us in that holy truth which he hath de¬ 
livered unto us, and wholly to free us from all fear 
of accident, and change, and circumstance; from 
all fear of adversity, temptation, and outward vio¬ 
lence. There is no peace, there is no rest, there 
is no contentment to the soul, until it is deli¬ 
vered from the fear of change and fluctuation; 
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nor is there any activity, or bravery, or steady 
conduct in the soul, until it feeleth itself all di¬ 
rected, wound up, and stedfastly bent upon some 
great end which it knoweth to be within its reach. 
Now when God purposed by his Son to deliver our 
souls from such an oppression of the flesh, and the 
world, and Satan as they presently labour under, 
in what way could they have been awakened 
to such a fearful, to such a fiery contest with all 
manner of oppressors, as by presenting to them 
the warrant of their final perseverance and success, 
brought direct from the archives of the Eternal 
and Almighty God, the covenant of their complete 
deliverance from sin, and reinvestment in righteous¬ 
ness, sealed in the blood of his only begotten and 
well-beloved Son. I do not say that this is effectual 
to rouse the deep sleep of all to whom it is made 
known; but I know that the deep sleep of no one was 
ever otherwise broken, or his.active warfare other¬ 
wise maintained. Forthough manyindeed bysome¬ 
thing less arouse men from their lethargy; as, for 
example, by merely preaching thefree and openGo- 
spel of forgivenness and reconciliation ; they shall 
never carry them forward against all hindrances to 
perfection, or, against all doubts, settle them in 
fixed assurance, otherwise than by shewing them 
the Divine purpose from all eternity to redeem as 
many as shall believe on his Son. And it is the 
unalterable fixedness thereof which gives the be¬ 
liever constancy against the moody frames of the 
natural man, which carries him buoyant over all 
the billows of the adverse and tempestuous world, 
and gives him clear discernment through all the 
mists and exhalations of hell which Satan’s de¬ 
lusion is ever spreading over the soul. A condi¬ 
tional Gospel can redeem no man from this con- 
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ditional state of being; it would only add another 
puzzling perplexity to the many which the fall 
hath introduced. We want a Rock to rest our 
weary foot upon; we want a Light in which there 
is no variableness nor shadow of turning, whereby 
to guide our uncertain course; or, to speak without 
a figure, we want a Will unalterable and unchange¬ 
able, whose purposes are disclosed to US, according 
to which we may rectify all our errors and warn 
derings, and thereto conform ourselves with all 
our might. But if that will be not itself constant, 
if it also be conditional, or if it be not revealed 
and manifest, or, finally, if it bear no tender and 
loving regard to us, or if it leave any doubt over 
the issue of the contest, no one will arise and gird 
himself to the battle. For it is no ordinary battle 
upon an equal footing; but it is the battle of the 
weak against the mighty ; of one against a host; 
of a new-born child against the powers of flesh and 
blood, against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world and spiritual 
wickednesses in high places. If there be the shadow 
of a doubt, Isay again, resting over the issue of such 
acontest—if itssuccess be not assured and pledged 
to us by Divine power and the Almighty unchange¬ 
able will, no mortal man will ever arise and take 
the field; or, if he should (and some certainly do 
take the field without the knowledge or the faith 
of this eternal purpose), then mark, that he will 
make a poor debate with the enemy, and come to 
parley and to terms of accommodation, upon being 
permitted any salvo to his honour, which the 
cunning one is ever willing to proffer. Therefore 
it is no small matter which we are handling, 
but the root of the matter, the great quicken¬ 
ing, enlivening, and conquering principle of the 
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warfare, even the will of God for our salvation : 
and for our greater confirmation, let us turn toge¬ 
ther and read a passage of St. Paul, where he em¬ 
ploys the doctrine to this very end (Rom. viii. 28). 
“ And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the first-born among many brethren. More¬ 
over, whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called; and whom he called, them he also justified; 
andwhom he justified, them he also glorified. What 
shall we then say to these things ? If God be 
for us, who can be against us ? He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things ? Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect ? It is God that justifieth. Who 
is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh interces¬ 
sion for us. Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or per¬ 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long ; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors, through him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 

Hut besides this, I have to observe, that, if wc 
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fix not our continual attention upon the purpose 
of God in Jesus Christ as the only ground of our 
salvation, we will be tempted to look somewhere 
else; and the effect of looking any where else will 
be fatal. Of thesq false foundations of trust, I 
perceive two especially Which mislead men. The 
one is, to look to the outward visible church; and 
the other, to look to the fruits thereof within them* 
selves;—the former giving rise to formality, the 
latter to mysticism. The greater part of profes¬ 
sors look to the outward visible church, or what 
I would call the manifestation of God’s purpose, 
instead of looking to the mind and will which are 
manifested therein. And the consequence is, that 
they are led blindly and timorously under the spirit 
of bondage and fear. Instead of being acted upon 
in their will by the Spirit of God, they are acted 
upon in their understanding, or in their natural 
feeling, or in their bodily sense by those parts of 
the revelation which severally address these several 
parts of their being. But not acknowledging the 
Supreme purpose and will which actuates the 
whole body of the revelation, their own will re¬ 
mains unsubdued and entire amidst all their for¬ 
mality of worship, and orthodoxy of faith, and 
practice of charity, and excitement of feeling. Of 
which formalists there are as many separate classes 
as there are different parts of the natural man to 
be acted upon; some of the sense merely, some 
of the feelings, some of the understanding: but 
inasmuch as the will is unrenewed, and it never 
can be renewed without comprehending the pur¬ 
poses of God (for the meaning of a renewed will 
is, that its purposes are in accordance with the 
purposes of God),—inasmuch, I say, as the will is 
not renewed and bears still according to nature, 
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there must subsist in all such religionists a spirit of 
bondage; and I very much doubt whether there 
can exist in them the spirit of adoption, which is 
not the spirit of fear but of love. Into this matter 
I cannot enter at length; and it has been indi¬ 
rectly touched upon already, in what I have said 
concerning the submission of the will of Christ to 
the purposes of God, in which he delighted. There 
is a oneness, a simplicity of purpose in the Di¬ 
vine acts and revelations, which is as it were 
the soul and life of them ; the uniformity in their 
variety. And so also in the life of a believer there 
ought to be the same oneness and simplicity of 
purpose, which may be the life and soul of all his 
obedience, and form the community of the Spirit 
in the variety and diversity of our gifts and graces. 
Now I say, that no one will obtain this common 
spirit of a son save by knowing and studying the 
will of our common Father. Otherwise our per¬ 
sonality becomes lost and frittered away amidst 
an infinite variety of duties and engagements, of 
thoughts and opinions, and every one runneth 
wildly after his own natural disposition, instead of 
all submitting to the will of God ; and the end is 
confusion, and sectarianism, and schism, and every 
evil work. Of so much importance is it to have our 
souls bent unto the contemplation of the purpose 
of God, by the operation of the Holy Ghost. 

Besides these formalities (for I call every thing 
a formality in which the renewed will is not), there 
is another object to which spiritual divines are 
wont to turn the attention of believers, as the 
ground of consolation and assurance; namely, to 
the growth of grace and holiness in their own souls, 
or to what is commonly called Christian experi- 
rience. But into this 1 enter not at present; for it 
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te too large and important a matter to be dealt 
with slightly. Only I will say, in passing, that it 
is not a principle, or origin, but an effect derived 
from something else, and therefore not depending 
on itself, it is therefore not fit to rest upon. Besides, 
it is full of imperfection, change, and cloudy uncer¬ 
tainty ; the light haring to pass through the dark 
and dense medium of the flesh, which doth ob¬ 
scure it at times, and at times modify it, and at 
times extinguish it altogether. It is looking upon 
the earth for the proof and assurance of the sun’s 
steady light, instead of looking at the sun himself. 
But we insist not. 

Suffice it, dear brethren, to have given you 
a little insight into the purpose of God to justify 
his own holiness in the salvation of sinners by 
the incarnation of his Son, and likewise to have 
shewn you the superlative importance of this 
higher theology, which they commonly stigma¬ 
tize by calling it Calvmun, but which is in truth 
the theology of the Apostles, as we proved; the 
theology of the Reformers, and of the Nonconfor¬ 
mists, and of every denomination of men in whom 
God bath placed the testimony of his Son, and by 
whom he hath built up or repaired the walls of his 
church. Therefore I do, with the more confidence, 
entreat you, brethren, to meditate the purpose of 
God in sending his Son, and your own election in 
Jesus Christ before the world was; your election 
to be holy and without blame before him in love, and 
consequently your perseverance in holiness, and 
your foil assurance thereof unto the end. This 
fulness of the decree and purpose which he hath 
purposed in himself before the world was, is the 
assurance of the church; and it is the overture 
which the church maketh to the sinfol world. We 
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wish you all to enter into this security : we hinder 
none, but invite all. Is the invitation less accept¬ 
able, because you are assured of salvation ? Is the 
voyage less welcome because the vessel is well 
found, and hath a blessing of God upon her, which 
will make her ride out every storm ? Is the house 
less inviting because when the winds arise, and the 
rains descend, and beat upon the house, it falleth 
not, and cannot fall, because it is built upon a rock. 
Finally, is the Saviour less welcome because he is 
a perfect Saviour, able to the very uttermost to 
save all who come unto him by faith ? Because 
in his incarnation and death he included in the 
covenant not himself only, but all who should be¬ 
lieve on his name and on his Father which sent 
him. Therefore I do invite, I do entreat, as many 
as hear me, by the no-condemnation, by the no- 
separation, which is in Jesus Christ, by the safe¬ 
keeping of their souls, by the assurance of their 
salvation, by the certain victory over every sin, by 
the surceasing of all fear, and the engendering of 
all love, and by whatever other expectations and 
assurances are cheerful, stable, and glorious, I do 
invite all to take refuge in this ark of their salvation, 
where alone is safety, that they perish not in the 
overwhelming flood of the wrath and indignation 
of God. 

This freeness, and fulness, and perfect assurance 
of the purpose of God in Christ Jesus, which I 
set forth as the inducement and the encourage¬ 
ment, and the great argument for those weary and 
heavy laden with the world’s changes and disap¬ 
pointments, to lay hold upon Him and be at rest, 
I do present to you who are in Him, and are this 
day to shew forth your faith in Him, and your 
union with him, as your privilege and pos- 
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session. You are at present in the wilderness, 
and have neither bread, nor water, nor any rest 
for the sole of your foot, nor any defence against 
the enemies which hang about you on all sides, save 
this alone, your assured faith in the new covenant, 
which God confirmeth with you this day in the 
blood of his Son. These enemies look for your fal¬ 
tering in this faith, in order to be upon you, and to 
destroy you. Doubt, and you are weak; disbelieve, 
and you perish. Remember ye the day of provo¬ 
cation in the wilderness, when the fathers tempted 
and proved him; and because they had tempted 
him “ these ten times,” they did see what they 
called his breach of promise, and were not suffered 
to enter into the holy land, but fell every carcase 
of them in the wilderness. So fear ye lest a pro¬ 
mise being left you of entering in, lest a cove¬ 
nant having been confirmed with you, any of 
you should fall short through unbelief. “ For 
if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompence of reward, how shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great salvation ? ” 

And for this end, dear brethren, have we en¬ 
deavoured to lift your thoughts out of the visible 
world of manifestation into the spiritual world 
of the Divine purpose, that you might be deli¬ 
vered this day from all resting upon these sym¬ 
bols which are to be set before you, but by them 
ascend into the unseen realities in the heavenly 
places. We have taught you that the incarnation 
of the Eternal Word hath for its only beginning 
and origin the purpose of God to make known unto 
angels, and principalities, and men, the grace, and 
mercy, and love which there is in his own eternal 
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essence; which, to bring into manifestation, he 
must forego for a while the love which he beareth 
to his own Son, and his own Son submit to be¬ 
come flesh, and to tabernacle upon earth, to do 
the will of his Father, and keep the law, and 
make it honourable, and render an atonement for 
sin, and bring in an everlasting righteousness. 
Whereby the eternal harmony between the Fa¬ 
ther and the Son, and the essential holiness of 
the Divinity, became manifest, to the delight of 
all intelligent creatures: and the grace and mercy 
of the Godhead, which yet had not been seen, 
but only his unrelenting severity against the re¬ 
bellious, became wondrously set forth and mag¬ 
nified. 

Now, dearly beloved brethren, forasmuch as 
the Lord hath promised that he will be a mouth 
unto his ministers, and we besought the blessed 
Spirit, that he would lead us into all truth, and 
enable us to utter unto you that which was sea¬ 
sonable, we ought surely to believe that these 
thoughts, however weak the utterance, contain 
the food on which your souls are this day to feed. 
See then that ye meditate, and inwardly digest 
them. And let me now help you to one or two 
good uses of the same. 

First, It is the will and purpose of God from 
all eternity, that you who are called into the 
church of Christ should be saved. The Father 
hath given you unto Christ, and none can pluck 
you out of the Father’s hands. Therefore be as¬ 
sured of your election in Christ Jesus, and of your 
perseverance therein unto the end. Pray in faith, as 
those who have the spirit of adoption. Believe that 
“ all things are your’s, whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or things present, or things to come. 
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or life, or death; all are your’s, for ye are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s.” If God could prove unfaith¬ 
ful, you would have a reason to doubt him; if 
Christ could cast you off, you would have a reason 
to distrust him; if the covenant depended on 
things created and made, you might tremble in 
the fall and destruction of things created and 
made; but if it be before the foundation of the 
world, that ye are chosen in him; then, though the 
foundation of the world were to be removed, the 
purpose of God, that ye should be holy and with¬ 
out blame before him in love, is not thereby re¬ 
moved, or shaken, or altered, or infringed. There¬ 
fore go on your way rejoicing. 

Secondly, As Christ did not his own will to 
glorify himself, but forewent the sovereignty, the 
Divine and uncreated liberty thereof, and learned 
obedience as a servant, boring his ears, as a willing 
slave, and delighting to be under the law, thereby to 
honour the will of God, which is holy and just and 
good; whereby he became the author of eternal sal¬ 
vation to all who believe: so we must in like manner 
yield ourselves to the holy will of God, and glorify 
not our own will, which is under the law of sin and 
death; but receiving theHoly Spirit intoour hearts, 
to write therein God’s most gracious laws, we must 
bring forth out of a good conversation our works 
with meekness of wisdom, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. For in no other way can we be 
sanctified, but by the will of God: “ by the which 
will we are sanctified.’* It is thus, by acknow¬ 
ledging and bowing to the will of God, that we 
grow into the image of Christ, and are made par* 
takers of the heavenly gift, and grow in the in¬ 
crease and fruitfulness thereof, even unto the end. 
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Thirdly, The suflferings which in this course of 
obedience you have to undergo from all quarters, 
arising out of ignorance, error, evil inclinations, 
worldly temptations, satanic and spiritual influ¬ 
ences, with all the other fruits and consequences 
of a disobedient and reprobate will, are to be 
undergone with humility and patience, yea, with a 
remorse and repentance at their presence; with con¬ 
trition of soul and broken-heartedness, as being 
the fruits of your rebellious spirit, and the con¬ 
tinual memorials of what your Lord underwent 
for your redemption from them ; yea, there should 
be a certain loathing and abhorrence of all these as 
the sink of abomination in which you formerly 
wallowed. You should not fret or grow weary and 
impatient before the Lord. That mood belongeth 
to God by right, who is the party offended; not to 
you, who are the offenders. Brethren, in your righ¬ 
teousness be patient, be not disturbed from your 
moderation and meekness by any inward or out¬ 
ward trial. Let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and complete, wanting 
nothing. Be willing to be offered; in all your 
agonies, saying, “Not my will, but thine be done.” 
Present your bodies a willing sacrifice; shew that 
it is not an outward enforcement of the members, 
but an inward act of the willing mind: and remem¬ 
ber what are the signs of willingness, meekness, 
patience, contentment, gladness, &c. These and 
many other uses are to be derived from this great 
act of the Father and the Son, from the great reve¬ 
lation of grace which hath this day been set before 
you, and which we pray the Lord to bless to his 
own glory in the church. Amen. 
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THE END OF THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION IS THE 
GLORY OF GOD. 


john xiii. 31. 

And God is glorified in the Son of man. 

THE incarnation of the Son of God, by which 
the glory of the Son of man was procured, is the 
grandest mystery into which angels or the sons of 
men can inquire. If you regard the eternity of 
its purpose so constantly declared to have been 
before the foundation of the world, before the 
world began, the incarnation stands before us as 
one of the original projects (if I may so speak) of 
the Creator's mind, in order to the completion of 
that mighty work of creation which he was about 
to undertake; not an expedient to meet an acci¬ 
dent, but an original intention, more ancient than 
creation itself, and to which the creation of being, 
and the permission of sin, were but, as it were, 
the necessary preparations. If you regard the 
awful mystery of the manifestation of this purpose, 
that the eternal Word of God, the uncreated sub¬ 
stance of the eternal essence, did take into con- 
substantial and eternal union with himself the 
substance of fallen Adam, or, I may say, the very 
substance of the fallen earth, even the dust of the 
ground, to be united with it to redeem and glorify 
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it, and for ever and ever to be manifest therein to all 
the universe of God; it transcendeth all utterance, 
and passeth all comprehension; so very great is the 
mystery of God manifest in the flesh. Or, thirdly, 
if you regard the profound humiliation and most ex¬ 
quisite suffering in body and in spirit, which that 
Man endured, in whom dwelt all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily, while the Word was made flesh 
and tabernacled amongst us; this endurance and 
humiliation, aswe shall endeavour to set forth in our 
next discourse, is beyond all comprehension. Or 
if, fourthly, you regard the exaltation far above all 
principality and power, and every name that is 
named in heaven or on earth, into which the Son of 
man, the woman’s Seed, the glorified dust of the 
ground, hath ascended up on high; forever and for 
ever, to manifest in himself, and in his church, in 
like manner humbled, and in like manner to be glo¬ 
rified, the manifold riches of the grace and glory 
of God : I say, in whatever respect you consider 
the work of the Incarnation, in its purpose, in its 
manifestation, or in its completion, it is without 
all controversy, the mighty power and work of 
God; undertaken and undergone for far higher 
ends than are commonly discoursed of; for far 
higher ends than the redemption of the elect 
church, who, I may say, are but the lively stones 
with which God buildeth up the work: but the 
work itself is no less than the manifestation of 
his own glory, and the eternal blessedness of 
all his obedient and dutiful creatures. Where¬ 
fore our Lord, contemplating in the text, and in 
various other passages of Scripture, the great 
crisis and turning point of this mighty work, his 
death, burial, and descent into hell, by which the 
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lowest depth was sounded, and the foundation 
of the eternal glory laid upon the unremoveable 
rock beneath the waters of sin, which are to be 
baled out; he ever speaketh of it as if it had 
been the commencement of his Father’s glory, 
saying, “ Now is my Father glorified“ I have 
glorified thee upon the earth;” “ Father, glorify 
thy name;” and other such expressions, which 
surely signify to us that the glory of the eternal 
Godhead was in some remarkable way to receive 
increase and enlargement from the work, in the 
accomplishment of which Christ was travailing. 
It is of this subject,—the glory accruing unto the 
Father, or invisible God, from the work of the in¬ 
carnation and death of Christ, that we are now 
to discourse, and for which, dear brethren, we 
have sought to prepare ourselves with much medi¬ 
tation, converse, and prayer these several weeks; 
and we do now publicly ask your prayers, that 
in times of such spiritual famine, the Lord would 
be pleased, for your sakes, and for the sake of his 
church, to give us good store of wholesome and 
nourishing food, to the enlargement, enlivening, 
and edification of our souls, in the common faith. 

To this great subject of the glory which was 
brought unto the invisible God from the incarna¬ 
tion of the Eternal Word, we would make our way 
by reverently inquiring from the Scriptures, in 
order to find in how far, and in what manner, the 
Holy Spirit connecteth these two things, the In¬ 
carnation and the Glory of God, with one another. 
And we begin with the song which the multitude of 
the heavenly host sung over the birth of the child 
in Bethlehem: “ Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, good-will to the children of men.” 
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This song of the Nativity, which is after the na¬ 
ture of a prophecy, embraceth the consequences 
of that birth under three heads, of which the first 
and noblest is, “Glory to God in the highest;” 
that is, not in the highest degree merely, but in 
the highest places and regions of being;—in the 
highest places, as distinguished from the inferior 
earth, upon which is pronounced the benediction 
of peace ; and in the highest regions of being, 
as distinguished from the children of men, unto 
whom the rich inheritance of God’s good pleasure 
is bequeathed. But into the regions of hell or of 
the pit, where the fallen and reprobate spirits 
have their place, this prophecy of the Nativity 
entereth not; because they had no right nor in¬ 
heritance of hope therein, but on the other hand, 
an inheritance of fearful expectation and fiery 
judgment. This word, “highest,” is commonly 
used of God,—“ He shall be called the Son of the 
Highest;” and in ascriptions of praise to God,— 
“ Hosannah in the highest;” and in the passage be¬ 
fore us it doth certainly denote that in the super- 
eminent dignities of being, in theutmost elevations 
of created intelligence, and in the chief manifesta¬ 
tions of God's power and strength, there was tocome 
a glory, an exceeding great glory, from the birth 
of the Son of the virgin. And that great gathering 
of the heavenly host to look upon the scene, their 
earnest zeal to celebrate the act with ascriptions 
of praise, doth manifest that they were interested 
in no ordinary degree in that which then began to 
be accomplished upon the earth. And moreover, 
because it is revealed that the angels desire to 
look into the mystery of the Incarnation, as it 
unfoldeth its first fruits in the redemption of the 
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church; and that they are diligently employed in 
ministering unto those who shall be heirs of sal¬ 
vation ; and that when God shall the second time 
bring the Only Begotten into the world, he shall 
say. Let all the angels of God worship him: and 
above all, because it is one constituent part of the 
mystery of godliness, that “ God was seen of an¬ 
gels,” we conclude that the relation of all the hea¬ 
venly intelligences towards the Godhead is in some 
way dependent upon, and hath in some way been 
greatly affected by, the incarnation of the Son of 
God; that there hath been opened to them some¬ 
thing of which they stood in eager expectation, and 
some glory of the invisible Godhead discovered, 
whereby their blessedness hath been greatly en¬ 
hanced ; a new defence cast around the habitations 
of their being, and a new spirit inspired into their 
services, on account of which they sing first in or¬ 
der and in dignity, “ Glory to God in the highest.” 

But a still higher view of this subject will pre¬ 
sent itself, if we take into consideration another 
passage of this same Evangelist, where it is re¬ 
corded in the xixth chapter, that as he descended 
the Mount of Olives, to enter Jerusalem, the whole 
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and 
to praise God for all the mighty works which they 
had seen; saying, “Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord; peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest.” Here is connected with 
the coming of Christ our King, not only peace 
on earth, but peace in heaven; of which, I think, 
the best interpretation is to be found in the xiith 
chapter of the Apocalypse; where it is revealed 
that, after the man child which is to rule the 
earth with a rod of iron had been caught up to 
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God and his throne, there was war in heaven, 
which resulted in Satan’s being cast unto the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him: wherefore 
they sung, “ Rejoice, ye heavens, and they that 
dwell in them; for the accuser of the brethren is 
cast down, which accused them before our God 
day and night.’’ This suggesteth to us a still higher 
sense of the words of Paul, in the Epistle to the 
Colossians, commented upon in the preceding ser¬ 
mon, where it is written of the person and office of 
Christ,“It pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell; and having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself; whether they be things in earth or 
things in heaven.” From these and many other 
passages, it is manifest that the reconciliation 
and peace which flow from our Lord's incarnation 
have a wider, a much wider, application than to 
the earth only; and in some way, which we are 
hereafter to inquire into, do affect the heavens 
also and the dwellers therein; though certainly 
they affect not the angels which kept not their 
first estate, nor the reprobate spirits of men, 
as the Universalists dream, whose doctrine I 
abhor and detest, and shall ever labour to ex¬ 
pose. But, besides this peace in heaven, there is 
added in the passage now under consideration, 
“ Glory in the highest:” “peace in heaven, and 
glory in the highest.” Whence we gather that 
“ the highest ” is a region above the heavens, the 
dwelling place and abode of I know not what 
order of beings; if indeed it be the dwelling 
place of any created order, and not the imme¬ 
diate habitation of the Divinity; of whom though it 
be true that he is every where present, yet it is also 
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true th&t in the holy Scriptures he is revealed to 
possess one place by peculiar property, and to fill 
it with most glorious effulgeney. "Thus saith 
the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy 
place; ” where the word in the Hebrew is the 
same which is usually rendered in the Greek by 
the word which we translate " highest.” The 
same truth, of a peculiar abode of the glory of 
God, is gathered from the Epistle to the He¬ 
brews, where it is said, " When he had by 
himself purged our sins, he sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on High.” And in Timothy 
it is said, " That God dwelleth in the light which 
no man ean approach unto; whom no man hath 
seen, neither can see.” Besides, throughout all 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, the appella¬ 
tive which God is roost frequently known by, is 
this very word, “ the Highest.” From which pre¬ 
mises, I am very much inclined to conclude, that 
this glory in the highest, which is added to peace 
in heaven, hath no lower reference than to the 
Divinity Himself, whose essential and everlast¬ 
ing glory was to be illustrated and manifested in 
some marvellous manner, by the incarnation of 
his only begotten Son. Let us, for the present, 
rest in this information, without opening the 
manner how, until we have obtained more light 
from the examination of other Scriptures. 

It is not likely that the heavenly host would 
have ascribed such a marvellous property to the 
birth of Messiah, as that it should glorify God in the 
highest, and still less likely is it that his disciples 
should do so, unless the same had been revealed and 
written of Messiah in the holy Prophets, to which 
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therefore I would go back and search for the light 
which they afford us upon this great subject. And 
I begin with a passage in the xlixth chapter of 
Isaiah, where it is thus written: “ The Lord hath 
called me from the womb ; from the bowels of my 
mother hath he made mention of my name. And 
he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in 
the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made 
me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hid 
me ; and said unto me. Thou art my servant, 
O Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” That he 
speaketh here, of Messiah, the true Israel, or Prince 
of God, and not of the literal Israel, or Jacob, 
is manifest not only from the grandeur of the 
expressions, but also from the words which follow, 
wherein Messiah complaineth of his ineffectual 
mission to his brethren. “ Then I said, I have 
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my work with my God.” To 
this sorrowful complaint his Father thus maketh 
answer, assuring him of the certainty that all 
which was covenanted for should, in due time, be 
fulfilled. “ And now, saith the Lord that formed 
me from the womb to be his servant, to bring 
Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, 
yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
and my God shall be my strengthand so on 
through the whole of the chapter, which is 
a dialogue between Messiah and the Father 
concerning the fruitlessness of his first mission, 
which was past, and the fruitfulness of his second 
mission, which was to come.—From this word of 
the Holy Spirit we learn two things : first, that 
in this child called from the womb the glory of 
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God was, in some mysterious way, wrapped up; 
and that the heavenly host were only speaking the 
language of Divine prophecy when they sung 
over his birth, “ Glory to God in the highest.” 
“ Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified.” We may see also why, in this passage, 
he hath given to him the name of Israel, or Prince 
of God, as being spoken to him upon his ascension 
and sitting down at the right hand of God, when he 
was appointed both Christ and Lord. Jacob, being 
left alone of all his kindred, wrestled with the 
Lord until the breaking of the day, and was not 
prevailed against, wherefore he was called no more 
Jacob but Israel; “for as a prince hast thou power 
with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” Even 
so Jesus, being left alone, wrestled, I may say, with 
God, from the time that he said upon the cross, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? ” dur¬ 
ing all the night of the hour and power of darkness, 
until the breaking of the morning of his resurrec¬ 
tion ; or it may be through all the night of the rejec¬ 
tion of Jacob, until the morning of their restoration 
and the resurrection of the saints; after which he 
is properly entitled to the name of Israel, which 
God accordingly bestoweth upon him in this dia¬ 
logue which is holden upon his ascension, in pledge 
of his reintroduction into the world, with power and 
great glory: “Thou art my servant, O Israel, in 
whom I will be glorified.”—We learn, secondly, 
from this passage concerning the glory of God, 
which came from the incarnation of Christ, that 
though in the investiture it was given him at his 
ascent into glory, in its manifestation it is reserved 
for a period still future : because upon his ascen¬ 
sion, and during his intercession, he is represented 
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as complaining that the glorious object of his com¬ 
mission had been frustrated; and in consolation 
is assured that, in the mean time, he shall be 
given as a light unto the Gentiles; and after 
describing the honour which thence should come 
unto his name, the Prophet proceedeth: “ Sing, 
O heaven; and be joyful, O earth ; and break forth 
into singing, O mountains : for the Lord hath com¬ 
forted his people, and will have mercy upon his 
afflicted.” After which cometh the glory of the 
people Israel, which the aged Simeon also knew 
was to be preceded by the light of the Gentiles. 
The short space allowed for the measure of a dis¬ 
course in these niggard times, doth not suffer me 
to confirm this from the other prophets. 

And now I proceed to the Gospels, to examine 
what more guidance they will give us to the full 
and right apprehension of this subject, the glory of 
God procured by the incarnation of his Son. In the 
narrative of the raising of Lazarus, recorded in 
the xith chapter of Luke, we find our Lord thus 
answering the message of his sickness : “ This 
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God might be glorified 
thereby.” And being come to the place of the 
sepulchre, he further saith, “ Said I not unto thee, 
that if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 
the glory of God ?” This glory of God, therefore, 
for which Lazarus’s sickness and death was or¬ 
dained, consisteth in something which Martha 
should see if she believed ; that is, it consisted in 
the mighty work of raising Lazarus from the dead. 
And that other miracles were manifestations of the 
same glory is further evident from that which the 
Lord answered of the blind man : “ Neither hath 
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this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the 
works of God should be made manifest in him.” 
So also he is said “ to have manifested forth his 
glory ” in the marriage supper of Cana, when he 
changed the water into wine. We may conclude, 
therefore, in general, that the glory of God was 
shewn forth in the mighty acts of Christ, which 
he did during the days of his flesh; because, as 
I have oft explained to you, they were but the fore- 
shewings and forerunners and first-fruits of that 
glorious power which he is to exercise over the 
whole world, in the time of his kingdom. This in 
general of all his works; but I cannot here pass an 
observation upon these three works in particular; of 
which, and of no others, is this manner of expression 
used. Our observation is, that they are every one of 
them emblematical and prophetical; the marriage 
supper of Cana, typical of the marriage supper of 
the Lamb with his church, when this dispensation 
of water shall be changed into the dispensation of 
wine. For this present is as much the dispensation 
of water, signified in baptism, its initiatory sacra¬ 
ment, as the former was the dispensation of flesh 
and blood, signified in circumcision, its initia¬ 
tory sacrament, and its other fleshly ordinances. 
Yet as the former dispensation, though of blood, 
had in it the rudiments of the present dispensa¬ 
tion in its divers washings, so bath this dispen¬ 
sation, though of water, present in the cup, the 
rudiments of that richer and more joyful dis¬ 
pensation. Whence we say over the cup, in the 
holy supper, “ This is the new covenant in my 
blood,” of which new covenant we have only the 
earnest in the work of the Spirit. And this is the 
reason, as I judge, why it is said particularly of 
that miracle, that he manifested forth his glory. 
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because it was a discovering of that glory which 
should be manifested when he shall drink wine 
new with his disciples in his kingdom. Concerning 
the second of these works, which is that of the 
man born blind, who witnessed such a good con¬ 
fession before the Sanhedrim of the nation, I con¬ 
sider it as an emblem of the future conversion of 
the Jewish Church, upon whose dark eye the Lord 
did first cast another film as of clay and spittle, 
so that they are now doubly blinded: first, the 
natural blindness of the heart; and secondly, 
the blindness which came from their rejection of 
Christ. But they shall at length wash in the 
Pool of Siloam, which is the emblem of the Spirit 
that is to be poured out upon the house of Israel 
and Judah ; and they shall then see : and now shall 
they be called upon to stand a fiery ordeal and 
proof, like that of the blind man, and, like him, be 
rejected and suffer many things for his sake, whom 
they heretofore pierced, and now do mourn over 
with a great lamentation. And having suffered ex- 
communication from the synagogue of those who 
still adhere to Moses, they shall then see the Lord, 
to whose veiled Divinity they were blind at their 
former meeting; and now he shall reveal himself 
to them at once, without disguise, as the Son of 
God, and they shall fall down and worship him. 
In this sense it is that I judge “ the works of God 
were manifested in this man born blind. And 
so judge I also of Lazarus, who was raised from 
the dead; and of his two sisters, Mary and Martha; 
that they represent the glorious resurrection of the 
saints, by which the two sister churches of the 
Gentiles and the Jews shall be made glad, at a 
time when they are brought under the deepest 
waters of sorrow: the one the heart-broken sorrow 
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of her that will not be comforted, but steals forth 
to weep alone and in silence—which is the sorrow 
that shall then pierce the heart of the Jewish 
Church: the other, the affliction and grief of a bust¬ 
ling active spirit, such as now pervadeth the Gentile 
Church, who is a perfect Martha; being “ troubled 
about many things,” and who shall, before the 
coming of the Lord, be impeded, disconcerted, 
and driven back, and in her straits shall cry aloud 
for comfort. And both shall be comforted in the 
coming of Christ with all his risen saints. 

Let no one mock at our making the miracles 
of the Lord emblematical, when those done by 
the hand of Moses were remarkably so. If the 
miraculous preservation by the passover pre¬ 
figured our salvation by the sacrifice of Christ; 
and the passing through the red sea, the baptism 
of water; and the smiting of the rock, the flowing 
of the Spirit from Christ’s smitten body; and the 
manna, the spiritual nourishment of Christ’s body, 
exhibited in the holy supper; and the change of 
the manna for the flesh of quails, which brought 
leanness into the souls of the people, figure, as I 
judge, the changing of the bread into flesh by the 
monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation, which 
brought on, and, more than every thing else, doth 
continue, the leanness of the Papists; why should 
we not look for the same emblematical significa¬ 
tion in the Lord’s miracles, especially in those three, 
which are separated from all the rest, as having a 
more immediate relation to that glory, which is not 
yet made manifest, but which was foreshewn by 
glimpses through these the acts of his mighty power 
upon the earth. But whether you may go along 
with us in this interpretation or not, one thing is 
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manifest from these three several instances, that 
the glory which Christ brought to his Father con¬ 
sisted in the manifestation of things, in the doing 
of works, in mighty achievements of power, and 
manifestations of goodness; and not in mere ab¬ 
stract revelations to the mind,—that is, not in doc¬ 
trines or ideas merely, but in acts and deeds, 
whereof ideas are the laws, and doctrines the 
prophetic declarations. This I count a very im¬ 
portant remark, which will help us greatly in the 
sequel. 

For further light upon this subject of the glory 
which Christ brought unto the Father, we must 
carefully examine another passage recorded in 
the xiith chapter of this Gospel: That certain 
Greeks, who were come up to Jerusalem to worship 
at the feast, being much impressed in their minds 
with the miracle of the raising of Lazarus, came 
to Philip and desired him, saying, “ Sir, we would 
see Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew : 
and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.” There¬ 
upon Jesus opened to these Greeks a strain of dis¬ 
coursing exactly similar to that which he held 
with Nicodemus, saying, —“ The time is come 
that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone : but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth 
his life shall lose it: and he that hateth his life 
in this world, shall keep it unto life eternal. If 
any man serve me, let him follow me ; and where 
I am, there shall also my servant be : if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honour.” Having 
thus spoken to these Greeks in signification of the 
cross they would have to bear if they gave ear 
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to that suggestion of the Spirit which had brought 
them into his presence; what a self-denial of the 
present life they must be prepared for, and what 
a reward would abide them in the resurrection of 
the just; he is burdened and oppressed with the 
weight and load of his spirit, and thus uttereth 
it in the hearing of them all: “ Now is my soul 
troubled ; and what shall I say ? Father, save me 
from this hour : but for this cause came I unto this 
hour.” He rejecteth this form of petition, and will 
not use it. Then he chooseth another, saying, 

“ Father, glorify thy name.” Which petition was 
no sooner uttered than, as heretofore, to confirm 
the Jews, so now to confirm the Greeks, “ there 
came a voice from Heaven, I have both glorified it 
and will glorify it again.” And that the proper 
end of such a mighty and marvellous voice might 
not be mistaken by these Greeks, it is added, 

“ that when, of the people who stood by and 
heard it, some said, It thundered; and other. An 
angel spake to him, Jesus answered and said. 
This voice came not because of me, but for your 
sakes;” that is, to confirm your faith, and shew you 
that I am the true Messiah, the sent of God, whom 
God thus confesseth in the hearing of you all. And 
thus I reckon that for these Greeks, (whom, with 
all the commentators, I judge to have been pious 
heathens who worshipped the one God, and came up 
to adore him at Jerusalem, in the court of the Gen¬ 
tiles,)—for these unproselytised, uncircumcised, 
unbaptized Greeks did the Lord, in the very last act 
of his ministry, obtain from Heaven this most signal 
attestation of his Divinity, as he had obtained the 
same for the Jews in the very first act and be¬ 
ginning of his ministry.—And now for the bearing 
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which it hath upon the subject of the glory whichhe 
brought unto God: He calleth upon God to glorify 
his own name; and is answered by God, that he 
“ both had glorified it and would glorify it again.” 
And first, what is meant by the petition, “Father, 
glorify thy name ? ” This question will be best 
answered by quoting a part of his own intercessory 
prayer: “ I have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out of the world : thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they 
have kept thy word. Now they have known that 
all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of 
thee. For I have given unto them the words which 
thou gavest me; and they have received them, 
and have known surely that I came out from thee, 
and they have believed that thou didst send me." 
From this passage we gather, that Christ manifested 
the name of the Father by setting forth every 
word as proceeding from the Father’s will, and 
every act as the demonstration of his power; tes¬ 
tifying of him always, and always doing his will: 
wherefore he is called “ the true and the faithful 
Witnesswherefore also he saith, “ I have a work 
to work which ye know not of: my work is to do 
the will of him that sent me." And to the same 
purpose he saith, in the same intercessory prayer, 
and in immediate connexion with the above, “ I 
have glorified thee on the earth ; I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do.” Then 
follows, with only an ejaculation intervening, “ I 
have manifested thy name.” The manifesting the 
name of God, therefore, I consider to be the ma¬ 
nifesting the essence, or power, or nature of God, 
which Christ had done by every action of his life: 
and now, therefore, at the close of that life he 
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prays his Father to glorify his name: that is, to sus¬ 
tain and confirm the testimony which he had given, 
and to make it glorious. Christ had glorified his 
Father’s name on the earth; but withal it still lacked 
another more transcendent glory, which he prayeth 
for, and which can in no way be said to have com¬ 
menced until his resurrection. To this prayer of the 
Sbn of man the Father maketh answer, * * I have both 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” To what 
this former glorification referreth I know not, ex¬ 
cept it be to the mount of transfiguration, which 
is continually referred to in the Scriptures, as the 
manifestation of Christ’s glory; and on which 
occasion, besides the voice which was spoken to 
him at Beth'abara, in the hearing of the Jews, and 1 
now in the hearing of these Greeks, there Was given 
unto his most confidential disciples, a complete 
emblem and type of that glory which shall be 
manifested when he shall come again ih majesty 
and might. This second glorification which is 
promised, was entered to on the day of the ascen¬ 
sion, and shall be revealed unto the world in the 
dispensation of the fulness of the times. In this 
passage, therefore, we gain, as it were, a response 
from the throne of the Eternal himself, declaring 
in what way his name was glorified in Christ, and 
in what way it is to be glorified again; namely, 
by the consummation of that glory which was 
typified upon mount Tabor. 

Your time will not permit me to follow out this 
inquiry any further at present; which yet hath been 
sufficient to give us more definite ideas concerning 
that glory of God which proceedeth from the in¬ 
carnation of Christ, and to teach us where it is to 
be sought,—namely. 

Pint, In the highest origin of being, which is 

G 2 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



84 


THE END OF THE MYSTERY 


the very essence of the Godhead itself, whereof 
I believe that the most glorious manifestation 
will be found to be in the God-man throughout all 
eternity.—This is what Christ had in his view, 
when he said, “ Now is my Father glorified; ” 
as if the glory which had accrued from all the 
past, was not worthy to be compared with that 
which was now to come. In the same sense the 
Prophets always saw first the sufferings and then 
the glory which should follow. In the same sense 
St. Paul saith, “ The light afflictions, which are 
but for a moment, work out a far more exceeding 
even an eternal weight of glory.” “ And being jus¬ 
tified by faith we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God.” This, doubtless, is the end of the promise, 
and the fulfilment of the desires of the saints; of 
which nothing is present, nor seen as yet, otherwise 
itwereno longer hoped for. Atpresentwebolditby 
faith, which is “ the substance of things hoped for;” 
and it is called “ the riches of the glory of Christ’s 
inheritance in the saints; ” when the earth is said 
to be “ filled with the glory of God, even as the 
waters cover the channels of the sea.” 

But, besides this, we have seen another part of 
the glory, which is to be sought for in the work 
which Christ finished upon the cross : “I have 
glorified thee on the earth, I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me todo.” This, in its first sense, 
is applicable to his incarnation merely, or the days 
of his flesh ; but it also virtually includeth all the 
previous work of which his life on earth was the 
accomplishment. For the whole progression of 
promises and signs, of types and symbols, which 
had been from the beginning of the world, was the 
work of Christ upon the earth. These were the 
elements out of which his incarnation as it were 
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did grow, and his incarnation took them up into 
itself. All the earthly forms which Messiah took 
by the Spirit before his advent, moulding this 
thing and that thing to shadow forth some part 
and portion of his power, or of his sufferings, 
do come legitimately into view, when we con* 
sider the glory which Christ brought unto God 
upon the earth. And in this sense it is, that 
any of us who believe in him, do glorify God 
in eating, in drinking, and in whatsoever we do, 
we do all to the glory of God, when we do all in 
Christ Jesus; seeking not our own will, but the 
will of him that sent us. In this sense we are said 
to glorify God, by our life and by our death, by 
our afflictions and by our joys; and this is the 
glory of the Cross. Wherefore, we are said to be 
•* to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ.” And again, we are said to be “ to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved.” But this, 
whether regarded in Christ or in his church, is a 
glory that needeth to be glorified,—is in truth only 
the shadow of the glory which shall be revealed in 
him, and in us. 

Having thus examined the subject of “ God 
glorified in Christ,” and shewn from Scripture the 
two parts whereof it consisteth, we proceed in this 
discourse to open the first, which is contained in 
these words, “ Glory to God in the highest,” from 
which we would endeavour to set forth the glory 
which God himself hath derived from the Son of 
man; or, in other words, the glory which the God¬ 
head hath derived from his creature man, above and 
beyond all other creatures; on account of which 
he hath smelt such a sweet savour of manhood as 
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to have taken the nature of mau into fellowshipwith 
his own nature, and will exhibit his glorious Divi¬ 
nity in the visible substance of manhood, through 
the endless ages of eternity. For this is what is im¬ 
plied in the words, “ God is glorified in the Son of 
man: ” whereof the point is not, that he is glorified 
in the Divinity of the Eternal Word, but in the hu¬ 
manity of his incarnate Son ; in the Son of man, 
not in the Son of God. We are now reverently to 
inquire how this cometh to pass: and may the Lord 
help our meditations, and give power unto our 
discourse. 

Observe, then, first of all, my dearly beloved 
brethren, that the eternal power and Godhead of 
Jehovah neither doth, nor can, suffer any the 
least change or alteration, increase or diminution, 
but is essentially one and the same, yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever; as it is written, “ every good 
and every perfect gift cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variable¬ 
ness non shadow of turning.” He is the source 
and the fountain of all existence, from whom every 
thing hath its being, according to the law of its 
being, which by him is decreed and appointed so 
as that it can never pass over or beyond it; but 
whereas other fountains are fed from their own 
streams, and all other causes sustained and re¬ 
acted upon by their own effects, returning, as it 
were, for ever into the circle of that law under 
which they were formed ; it is not so with the 
great original Former and First Cause of all things, 
who receiveth no help nor nourishment of his 
strength from any, or all, of the things which he 
hath created and made, being the self-existent, 
all-originating will, which, within itself, hathan all¬ 
perfect comprehension of all things which have been. 
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Which are, and which are yet to be. Wherefore, 
in such passages as our text, wherein glory is said 
to have accrued unto God from the Son of man, it 
cannot be meant that the eternal and unchange¬ 
able Majesty of Heaven received any right or 
property in any thing which before he had not 
possessed; but that by the peril and travail of 
that same great enterprise of bis Son against the 
powers and potentates of evil, there did come forth 
into manifestation, that is, into the region of crea¬ 
tion and of knowledge, some form of the Divine 
nature and feature of the Divine excellency, some 
secret of the Divine counsels and everlasting 
monument of the Divine power, which heretofore 
was undiscovered and undiscoverable, and to the 
creatures all the same as if it had not been. For, 
dear brethren, if you will but cut the cords and 
rise a little above the artificial structures which 
we raise upon the ground of God’s clear and un¬ 
obstructive word, you will at once perceive that, 
from the beginning, every thing which hath been 
done by the Godhead, in the work of creation 
or of providence, or of regeneration, is but a dis* 
Covering or revealing of that which was from all 
eternity beheld by God in his own Son, who is 
the express image of the person of God, in whom, 
as in a glass, he contemplateth all things, and be- 
holdeth them as realities ere yet to any creature 
they have a being, ere yet there was a creature 
to whom they might be manifested. This is the 
mystery of the Son’s eternal and essential Divinity 
in the bosom of the Father, that in him the Father 
beholdeth all things, all purposes, all possibilities, 
all realities, and in him enjoys them all with full 
and perfect fruition, ere ever they are, and while 
they are growing into outward being ; yea aiid 
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into him shall recapitulate them all again, after 
they have run through their appointed transitions. 
Not that the things which are created shall ever 
again cease to be; for they were seen from 
eternity in the Son’s fulness, and therefore must 
last for ever: nor that they shall be only as 
they were from everlasting, in the being of the 
Son ; but that they shall hereafter be outwardly 
existing, even as lie, the Head of them all, shall 
be outwardly existing: they shall stand fast for 
ever in him, united in him, and by him preserved 
and protected from all encroachment and change; 
and by him led and directed in the worship and 
obedience of the Most High God. And herein 
also consisteth the mystery of the Holy Ghost, 
that by his operation all things which from eternity 
have their reality in the Son become manifested 
in time and place, and are sustained in their out¬ 
ward manifestation; yea, even the Son himself, 
became outwardly manifest in manhood by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and by his power was 
exalted from the grave to his present superemi- 
nency. It is the mighty working of the Holy Spirit 
which is conducting all things through the same 
perilous voyage of outward and separate existence, 
to reconduct them back again into a condition of 
outward stability and unchanging reality, such as 
by the Father from all eternity they were really and 
substantially seen in the person of his own Son, 
in the eternal Word, and all-perfect image of him¬ 
self. The only change or alteration, therefore, con¬ 
sisteth in revelation or in manifestation : there is 
nothing which hath not been eternally known to, 
and present in, the Son ; even the possibility of sin 
itself, which is, as it were, the chaotic basis out of 
which the manifestation of holiness and righteous- 
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ness cometh. These remarks I throw out for the 
use of those who are of a higher mood ; end de¬ 
light to arise into the true mystery of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, aud to understand the higher and 
more precious portions of the word of God. 

But the same truth may be rendered more 
simple, and obvious to the meanest capacity, in 
the following way. If we could suppose any thing 
to be added to God which was not in him nor 
pertained to him from everlasting, we must sup¬ 
pose that before such addition he was incomplete, 
or is now more than complete. If we could sup¬ 
pose any thing to be recovered which was lost, 
or to be remembered which was forgotten, or to 
be reassumed which was rejected, to be reformed 
which was amiss, or to be changed which needed 
change, we must suppose mutation, or deviation, 
or disappointment in Him who is the rock of ages 
and refuge of all distressed things, the stability 
and support of all being, the eternal and un¬ 
changeable I AM, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever, in whom there is no variableness nor 
shadow of turning. So that, when words of this 
import and signification are applied in the holy 
Scriptures unto our God, as that he repenteth, 
and removeth, and restoreth, and reformeth that 
which he hath already constituted and done, 
they are but significant of the changes which the 
mutable universe, and we a part of it, are passing 
through in this our outward aud separate voyage, 
until we shall be safely brought back and re¬ 
constituted in unchangeable union to the Lord 
Jesus our Head. They are the words of human 
language, proper to express that imperfect and 
unstable condition in which all things at pre¬ 
sent are, and shall continue to be, until the 
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days of restitution; and being applied to God, 
they express not any change in Him, but in us 
who behold Him. As we speak of the risings, and 
the settings, and the revolutions of the sun, though 
he abideth stedfast in the heavens, or hath but 
a motion which to the eye is imperceptible; as 
we speak of his being clouded and obscured and 
eclipsed, though he shineth with a constant bright¬ 
ness ; and as we speak of the irregularities of the 
heavenly motions, and the unsettledness of all sub¬ 
lunary things, though it be certain they do all 
obey a constant and invariable law, which neither 
is nor can be changed save by the good will and 
pleasure of God ; speaking in all these instances 
in accommodation to the appearances which offer 
themselves to the sense, and against the realities 
which we discover by the reason : so speaketh 
God in holy Scripture concerning himself, ac¬ 
commodating his word to that language which is 
necessary to man’s present condition, and present¬ 
ing himself as full of repentance towards him that 
repenteth, pure to the pure, and froward to the 
froward, and upright to the upright; yet is it most 
certain that within, and under, this popular form 
of speech, there is also in his word a deeper reve¬ 
lation concerning the oneness and unchangeable¬ 
ness of his being, concerning the harmony of 
all his operations, and the great end of all his 
works ; into which revelation of his stedfast and 
constant being he is ever seeking to draw men out of 
the changes and fluctuations in which he findeth 
them, and to which he doth assimilate and accom¬ 
modate himself, in the first instance, by the only 
language which they are able to understand. As 
any discreet man, who would teach astronomy to 
unlettered and ignorant people, must begin from the 
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appearances of the heavens, and employ a language 
conformed thereto, until he shall have ascended with 
his disciples into the great principles of things; of 
the heayen’s rest, and the earth’s rotation; of the 
sun’s central place, and the earth’s revolution, and 
the regular motions of all the planets; after which, 
he employeth another language derived from the 
facts, and not from the appearances: so the teacher 
of Divine truth must proceed, as indeed the Holy 
Spirit in the declaration of Divine truth hath pro-r 
ceeded, beginning by the use of the popular lan- 
guage of God’s repentance and changeableness to¬ 
wards us as we change towards him, whioh is the 
Arminianism of Divine truth, mistaken by all the 
Methodists and the great body of our Evangelicals 
for the whole of it; but truly it is only the popular act 
commodation thereof, in order to lead the people 
into the true principles of God’s unchangeableness, 
and the eternal sacrifice of his Son, of the eternal 
constitution of the ehurch and election of all saints in 
him, of their perseverance, their assurance and cer¬ 
tain glory, with all other the higher truths of the 
mystery of godliness, which are the truth, and 
alone entitled to the name of the truth ; dis-t 
carded though they be at present as high Calvin-i 
ism, and eyen decried as soul-destroying Antino- 
mianism; yea, and all the subsidiary and subordi¬ 
nate language of entreaty and promise and com 
dition, is only adopted for the purpose of introducing 
our waywardness to the knowledgeof His counsels, 
which are one in their purpose and regular in their 
progression, all leading to. the One glorious end Of 
manifesting unto his creatures the wonders of his 
eternal being, and securing them in the blessed¬ 
ness of the same. This manifestation of himself is 
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the one end of creation, and of redemption, and of 
restitution; and I may also add, it is the one end 
of the permission of sin in the world, of an apostacy 
in the church, and of reprobation through eter¬ 
nity,—I say the chief and only end of all is the 
declaration of the essential glory of the Godhead. 

Bearing these observations in mind, let us now 
proceed in the exposition of our doctrine, that by 
the Incarnation glory was brought unto God in 
the highest, and shew how the manifestation of the 
Divine glory did then, as it were, lift itself above 
the horizon, and begin to disperse the clouds and 
shadows of the night. From all that we know 
concerning creation, it appeareth, that before the 
human race was brought into being, sin had been 
permitted to enter, that through it the glory of 
the grace of God might more abundantly appear; 
for there are “ angels which kept not their first 
estate; ” and there are “ elect angels ” mentioned in 
the Scripture: whereby the glory of God’s creation 
was in a manner marred, his majesty insulted, 
and the bounds of his dominions sorely troubled 
and infested. And hitherto there was no mention 
of a remedy; and, I take it, there was no possibility 
of a remedy according to the angelic constitution of 
being, which being once fallen is for ever fallen. 
This is a mystery which I pretend not to fathom; 
but the fact is not the less certain that there is no 
redemption for the apostate angels. I am not 
called at present to enter into this, but would 
just observe in passing, that man was created a 
living soul, but the angels were created spirits; 
“who maketh his angels spirits; ” and hence it may 
arise, that they are not capable of any redemption; 
for it is continually said, that the sin against the 
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Holy Spirit can never be forgiven. Now it would 
seem to me, that a pure spirit in sinning, must sin 
against the law of its being, which, in the case of 
the angels, being the law of the Holy Spirit, is un¬ 
pardonable. But however this may be, it is most 
certainly revealed thatsin had been manifested, and 
no deliverance from it had yet been manifested; 
no grace, no mercy, no holiness, no glory, arising 
from the victory over and subjection of sin. It had 
broken in like a mighty tempest, and swept away 
a whole host of the subjects of our King: nay 
more, it had power to awaken insurrection in 
their own breasts, and in obedience to their 
own will to carry them away. The region of 
pure and mighty spirits, therefore, had become 
darkened ; God’s glory in that work of creation 
obscured; and the enemy had obtained an active 
head, and a permitted power. And I may say 
that this former manifestation of God’s being 
had become ambiguous and equivocal in the 
sight of the creatures: for what may hinder 
another rebellion; and another? Those indeed 
who fell are restrained in chains of darkness, 
and may deter by their example; but there is no 
security as yet against the breeding of the same 
spiritual pestilence: so that, I may say, the higher 
creatures lay continually open and exposed, un¬ 
less some hope, promise, or assurance were given 
them of a time when, and of a means whereby, the 
activity of sin was to be destroyed, and their own 
security secured: which assurance, though it be 
not expressly revealed, yet have I no doubt, from 
the whole bearing of revelation, the Lord had 
given them; and that before man was created it 
was known in heaven, that through this creature 
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man, the great mystery of the Divine nature, and 
the great destruction of sin, were to be made 
manifest: yea, that it was not only known for the 
comfort and consolation of the elect angels, but 
also known among the apostacy for their terror; 
seeing it is written, they “ believe and tremble.” 
Nay more, I have oftimes conjectured, yea, and 
almost believed, that the apostacy and rebellion 
of the angels in heaven arose against the know¬ 
ledge and revelation made unto them of God’s 
eternal purpose to manifest his fulness in another 
type of being than their own ; for it is continually 
written, that by Christ and for Christ all things 
were created; that is, for his possession as the 
Christ,—not as the Word, but as the Christ, or the 
God-man, which he was from all eternity, being 
“ slain from the foundation of the world.” The 
promulgation of this decree in heaven, I con¬ 
jecture, yea I believe, was the cause of the first 
apostacy. It was an apostacy against the Christ, 
against the truth, that the Divine fulness should 
become visible in another form of being than 
their own: otherwise why, as the Christ, should 
he judge the angels, if against him as the Christ 
they had not, in some way or other, rebelled; or 
why should they have the same portion with the 
apostacy amongst men in the lake that burneth, 
if they had not sinned as men have sinned; they, 
against the spiritual revelation of the Christ proper 
to them; we against the verbal and fleshly and ec¬ 
clesiastical manifestation of him. And to the same 
effect, I believe, that the elect angels stood and do 
still stand in the Christ, by having received the de¬ 
cree when it was promulgated in heaven before the 
day of our creation, and having stood fast in their 
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allegiance; so that we may say,, that the most an¬ 
cient form of being; was the Man-God, the Eternal 
Son, generated from all eternity, though not the first 
manifested in being, but that for which all prior 
manifestations did but preparethe way: and that in 
him all good things consist, or stand fast together, 
and that from him all evil things apostatize, and 
against him rebel; wherefore in the end all the elect 
shall be gathered together in him, and all the epos* 
tacy shall be cast into that passive and ineffectual 
condition of misery, called the second death, in 
the hell which he hath founded for them.—Now, 
brethren, think not that this is a speculation: it is 
the orthodox doctrine of our fathers, who, in 
treating of the church, or in writing out their 
faith concerning the church, made it to consist of 
elect angels and elect men, chosen together in 
Christ; and it is the doctrine taught in our church- 
standards and by St. Paul in his Epistles. With 
the more confidence therefore, let us proceed. 

The apostacy of the angels was permitted by 
God, or, to speak more correctly, the law of the 
angelic being was so constituted by God as that 
it could apostatize, only in preparation for the 
bringing in of the Christ, that perfect and all-com¬ 
prehending form of being. And for this end the 
creature man was constituted, under a new law 
and condition of being, such that, if he should 
foil by the inroad of sin, he might rise again by 
the manifestation of Christ, which was, as I 
said above, by his being created a living soul. 
For though man was created in the image of 
God, he was not so in the same sense in which 
Christ is called “the brightness of the Father’s 
glory, and the express image of his person.” For 
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the two Adams are drawn into contrast by the 
Apostle in the xvth chapter of the Corinthians, in 
this manner: “It is sown a natural body (or a 
body proper to a soul), it is raised a spiritual body 
(or a body proper to a spirit); there is a natural 
(soulish) body, and there is a spiritual body. And 
so it is written, The first man Adam was made a 
living soul, the second Adam a life-giving Spirit. 
Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual, but 
that which is of the soul: and afterward that 
which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, 
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. 
As is the earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly. And as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, so we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.” In this passage we are 
taught that Adam was not a spiritual creature, in 
the sense in which we are spiritual, who are born 
again of the Spirit by the quickening power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ: nor was he a creature in 
the dignity into which we are adopted by faith, 
and unto which we shall be admitted in the day 
of the Lord’s manifestation. Whatever distinction 
there is between a soul and a spirit, and such a 
distinction is continually preserved in Scripture, 
that same distinction there is between the genera¬ 
tion of Adam and the regeneration of Christ: and 
this distinction is declared in the passage to be 
equal to that which there is between the body 
which is sown in the grave, and the body which 
is raised at the resurrection. For the further illus¬ 
tration of this point is to be diligently observed 
what Paul declareth in the iid chapter of the same 
Epistle, that the natural man, or the man of the 
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soul, which Adam in his first creation was consti- 
tuted, “ receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually dis¬ 
cerned.” From this we learn that there is in that 
form of being, called the soul, after which Adam 
was created, a natural incapacity for receiving or 
knowing the things which the Spirit teachetb, which 
are the same things which Christ revealeth; and 
that this is a form of being preparatory for a 
higher and more perfect one, which God might per¬ 
haps have given to our first parents if they bad 
stood faithful unto him who created them. They 
were perfect in that kind in which they were 
created; according as it is written, “ This only 
have I found, that God made man upright;” but 
that kind was not of the perfectest, which yet 
awaited them, and to which they perhaps would 
have been translated, if they had not fallen. And 
this doth exactly agree with what is written by 
the Apostle Paul in another place, where, in sketch¬ 
ing the same parallel between the first and the se¬ 
cond Adam, he calleth the former a type of the 
latter: “which is the type of Him that was tocome.” 
(Rom. v. 14). And certainly Adam, in his crea¬ 
tion, was the fullest type of Christ, being without 
sin, and invested with the sovereignty of the 
creatures; being planted in a paradise, and having 
a wife taken out of his bleeding side, who might 
be to him for a help, and the mother of many 
children, having also to contend with the serpent. 
But he was no more than the type,—the prophet, 
priest, and king of the garden of Eden, typify¬ 
ing the Prophet, Priest, and King of the whole 
creation of God: and while he stood in this eon- 
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dition he was not capable of receiving that know¬ 
ledge of God unto which we have been brought 
by the manifestation of Jesus Christ. He was 
the perfection, and, as it were, the fountain-head, 
of all that knowledge which, without revelation, 
the soul of man is capable of: as the knowledge of 
nature and of natural life, the knowledge of his 
own being, and the knowledge of all the beings 
over whom he was constituted king; all natural 
sciences, when perfected, being but the fragments 
of Adam’s intuition; but into the knowledge of 
God he could only go so far as to acknowledge 
him for his Creator, and the Creator of the 
things which were around him. Of God’s spi¬ 
ritual being, I am in great doubt whether he 
could have any distinct apprehension or know¬ 
ledge ; because Paul expressly saith, that the na¬ 
tural man, or the man of the soul, of which Adam 
was the perfect form, knoweth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: he could not know the Fa¬ 
ther, who is known only by the Son, who was 
not yet come forth from the bosom of the Father; 
and not knowing the Son, he could not know 
the Spirit, whose procession succeedeth that of 
the Son. More than the knowledge of a Creator 
he could not have. His being was only, if I 
may so speak, preparatory to a spiritual being: 
wherefore the Lord God presented himself to him in 
some revelation proper to that state; walking, as 
it is said, in the garden in the cool of the day; with 
some attributes kindred to Adam’s nature, which 
delighted in the garden, and loved the cool time of 
the day. In like manner, Satan the tempter pre¬ 
sented himself with like accommodation, not as a 
bright and powerful spirit, whirling hitn away whi- 
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ther he would, and making thO> round world reveal 
Before him -all Us attractions,' but as' a serpent, 
onevof the subject-creatures; and he beguitedhim 
with the prospect of being preferred to becotUe as 
gods, : knowing good and evil; whereby-we per¬ 
ceive that Adam, in this former State of his being, 
was inferior to theangels, whom I understand here 
by the word ‘‘ gods : ” whereas the heirs of salva¬ 
tion enjoy the same'as their 1 ministers and servants. 
From all which I conclude, that eVen his knowledge 
of God as a Creator, was Very inferior to that 
which we now have by the revelation Of Christ 
Jesus. But into this subject I only open a door 
of thought, without entering, lest I should’ be 
diverted from my great subject of God glorified 
in the Son: of man, having said enough for our 
present purpose of shewing that man in hid original 
creation was not the glory of God, but ohly the 
type of “ the Son >of man,”- who* was prepared in 
the counsels of-eternity to manifest that glory { 
and that bis creation was but a step towards fife 
introduction of the God«nan into the Visibfe uni¬ 
verse. In which inferior fbnn of manhood I believe 
him to have been created; that when he should 
fall he might not utterly fall, 1 but in faltiiig rise' 
through deep distress, ’ and ,> by omnipotent grace, ! 
into that most excellent form of being whereof* 
paradise saw but the goodly bud. 

Nevertheless, to this new creature, the expec¬ 
tation of the eleot, and the envy of the apostate 
angels, was directed; the former resting assured 
that in it the great desire of the heavens, and 
the latter being assured, or at least dreading, 
that in it the great terror of hell, was to be revealed. 
And Satan, the prince of darkness, and die ruler 
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of the powers of darkness, having set himself 
to destroy this creature, did so far forth succeed 
in destroying him as was necessary for his own 
destruction: he accomplished the breach which 
he sought to accomplish; but he little imagined 
that through that breach the Eternal Light against 
which he warred was to stream into the visible 
world, and revive the hearts of the elect, against 
whom he wageth perpetual war. He thought 
that if this creature should fall, as he himself 
had fallen, the fall would be irretrievable, and the 
word of God, against which he warred, falsified 
for ever;—insufficient knowledge ever outwitting 
itself, inefficient light of falsehood always extin¬ 
guished by the omnipotent light of truth.—This 
fall of man being accomplished, the expectation of 
heaven, though not defeated, was again projected 
forward: and the song of joy which they sung over 
the creation was turned into sorrow and sadness, 
when they saw the earth also possessed by Satan, 
and mankind bereaved of the image of God. But 
their hope and faith was not utterly defeated, any 
more than was that of man. For a new revelation of 
the promise was given, and that, I doubt not, more 
distinct than any hint or intimation of it which had 
been given before. Yet were they all again sus¬ 
pended upon hope ; and the word of God seemed, 
to the eyes of the beholders, again contraverted, 
and his purpose again contravened: and sin to have 
gained another advantage over holiness; another 
veil to be drawn over the sanctuary, and thicker 
clouds to envelop the dwelling place of God. 

And now, thenceforward, all heaven and earth 
looked forward for the Man, by eminency called 
the son of man; that is, the child for whom 
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manhood was created, and through whom the great 
secret was to be revealed, and the Divine nature 
for ever manifested in an outward form;—which 
was, as it were, the great deliverance for which 
the womb of all creation had longed, and 
made an empty and abortive effort to produce it 
at the birth of Adam, when things were not yet 
ripe for the great discovery. To see God, and to 
be able to name his name, had been tbe two great 
desires of heaven and earth, and, I may say, must 
ever be the great desire of every creature. Adam 
did but hear his voice as he walked in the garden; 
and whenever any apparition or manifestation of 
him was given to the Patriarchs or to the Prophets, 
they expected that they should instantly die, 
because, as they thought, they had seen God, 
whom no man can see and live. The cherubim are 
represented as veiling their faces from the greatness 
of his glory; and the light in which he dwelleth is 
said to be unapproachable, and clouds and dark¬ 
ness to be around him. Hence also the exclusive 
honour of Moses above all men, was to speak face 
to face with God; which could yet be no more than 
the beholding of the manifestation of the glorified 
humanity of the Lord Jesus, symbolised in the 
Shechinahabove the mercy seat; and this, we think, 
was granted unto the man Moses, in order that, by 
this solitary exception, while the mysteriousness 
of the thing was no-wise weakened, the desire of 
attaining unto it might be rendered more intense, 
and the expectation of one day possessing it might 
be encouraged. No doubt, also, herein consisteth 
the Lord’s abomination of all idolatry, that by 
presenting a feigned likeness of himself, decked 
out with the lustrous glory of gold and precious 
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stones,, it doth attempt: to open the great secret, 
and so far forth to destroy that one great glory of 
the human, race, which is its distinction above all 
races of being, and the palladium of ita safety, that 
in it, and through it, the great mystery of all crea¬ 
tion, and desire of all creatures, is to have its 
accomplishment, by the manifestation of God-man 
in all. his fulness and glory. And whereas the 
name or power of God is equivalent to his nature 
or being, while this lay hid the former also lay 
hid, and, was considered to be an inscrutable 
secret; and.a most daring profanation to this 
day is it held by the Jews to name the great name 
of God, i And with us Christians also, who pos¬ 
sess the name, The. Lord Jesus Christ, there is yet 
a mystery drawn over this wonderful name, which 
will not be declared till .the day of the second ad¬ 
vent; of which mystery the opening ought to be a 
greater object of desire than it now is, for the Lord 
expressly promiseth .it to the faithful as a special 
reward: “ I wiU give him my new name.” But 
how pan any thing connected with' the second 
advent be desired, when the very advent itself 
hath ceased to he desired m this: all-but-apoetate 
church. But though that body of men, now mis* 
named “ church,” and better named of themselves, 
"religious world,”, hath ceased to look forward 
either to the manifestation of the Godhead in a 
visible form, or to the revelation of his full name, 
it hath ever, ,as I said, been the desire of elect 
angels and elect men, and, the horror of reprobate 
angelsapd reprobate men: but these “Laodiceans 
are neither cold nor hot: I would they were either 
cold or hot:” and why hath it ever been the desire of 
the innymerable company of angels and the general 
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assembly of-thefimt t>qrn,whoseu*mea are writtea 
in heaven? Because it was the purpose and de¬ 
cree of.God, promulgated from the foundation of 
the world, end gradually growing into manifesta¬ 
tion by slow, degrees and manifold pangs of crea¬ 
tion, , according to the importance, the infinite 
and. all-comprehending importance, of the issues 
which rested on it> For, brethren, it was, as I 
have said, the nucleus of . the whole scheme, the 
great end .and first; beginning: of all: and that which 
went befpre wap but, the germination of the seed 
befqre it appears above the earth, or the preparing 
of thej&o.il.fo* the casting of the seed into the 
earth, And so God, and angels, and men, and 
devils, and whatever else existeth, all looked 
forward to the Man ia whose outward form the 
Godhead was. to become eternally manifest. For 
that in man it was to be ,mani£est, God himself had 
purposed from all eternity; and the angels, no 
doubt, h«d,iheard the,rumour of it; wherefore 
the morning, stars sang together, and the angels 
of God shouted, over his birth;.and Satan, with 
his apostacy, had also heard a rumour of it, where¬ 
fore he solicited him,with his wiles'to forsake his 
allegiance; and the .knowledge was kept alive, 
amongst the sons, of men, by every revelation 
made to the. Patriarchs and the Prophets; until, at 
length, in Bethlehem, in the stableof Bethlehem, — 
fit emblem of the world into which he was born, 
—the child qf infinite hopes , and longings, was 
brought , into being :, whereupon, instantly the 
heavqaly host waked all their choral symphonies, 
and sang, “ Gfory to God in the highest; peace 
on earth, and good-wiE to the'children of men.” 

I consider -therefore, brethren, that the glory 
which then brake, through the clouds that sur- 
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round the dwelling-place of God, is no less a glory 
than the manifestation of his whole being and at¬ 
tributes, which had been rather revealed in hints 
that it was about to be revealed, than in any 
positive revelation. The creation lived in hope, 
and, I may say, is yet living in hope, till the 
hidden majesty of Christ shall be led forth most 
gloriously, from the temple of the tabernacle in 
heaven. But when Christ was born in Bethlehem, 
the hope of the elect angels in heaven and the 
saints on earth had its visible object: the end of the 
great scheme became manifest, the subject of the 
great decree was revealed. They could look upon 
and behold what they had long desired to look 
upon and behold : they knew that in this second 
Adam the great question was again to be brought 
to issue; and if he stand, that the great strife will 
be at an end, the great question resolved, and the 
great mystery opened. And the second Adam 
was put upon his probation as a man, having, as 
St. Paul saith, emptied himself of his Divinity; in 
whom the Divinity had of its own accord suspended 
itself, and by its own power kept itself continually 
suspended. He was man and God in one person; 
and during his humility the Godhead was em¬ 
ployed in humbling or restraining itself,—which, I 
may say, is the highest act of a self-existent being 
to suspend his own activity, as it is also the highest 
act of grace. And thus as being man he went 
through the trial, out of which if he shall come 
unconquered, then is the mystery accomplished, 
and the Godhead shall be for ever manifested in an 
outward visible condition. Therefore the Lord said 
upon the eve of his last trial, in the beginning of his 
last discourse, “ Now is my Father glorified.” 

And thus, brethren, you can perceive, agree- 
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ably to the idea with which we opened this head 
of discourse, that this glory, which the Son of 
man brought unto his Father, consisteth in no less 
than the manifestation of the fulness of the God¬ 
head bodily, which great manifestation to dis¬ 
tinguish into parts is difficult, but yet for the 
greater clearness I do it thus.— 

First, The Manifestation of the Divine substance 
in Three Persons, or distinct subsistences.—As 
to the unity of God, there never bath been any 
doubt in the church, and out of the church there 
never hath been any agreement; for though the 
Unitarians and Deists pretend to worship one God, 
it is not the one God whom we worship, but a 
certain idea of perfect being and infinite power 
which they have from their own brain, an abstrac¬ 
tion of certain properties of man, a generalization 
of certain principles of matter, “ a great first cause 
least understood,” an all-prevailing power, and 
every thing or any thing but the true, self-existing, 
personal God.' Alas! alas 1 four their miserable dark¬ 
ness and prostitution of holy truth, to call these 
conceptions our living and true God! But, in the 
church, T say, whether of the angels or of men, 
there never was a doubt concerning the unity 
of God ; while there was no clear knowledge of 
a trinity of persons in the Divine substance. 
It was not until the Son came into manifestation 
as a man, until the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, became our Saviour, the long 
expected Messiah on earth, the long looked-for 
Christ and Lord in heaven, for whom all things 
were created, that the truth of the glorious 
Trinity became a grand and manifest truth 
for ever. Because so soon as the Son became 
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manifest, he made known the Father, to whom he 
always referred back as the eternal Father of the 
Son, and in him the great originator of all things, 
and principal party to the eternal purpose which the 
Son came forth to reveal. “No man hath seen the 
Father at any time, the only begotten Son which 
is in the bosom of the Father he hath revealed 
him.” By the same act also did the Spirit be¬ 
come manifest; for, as was said at the beginning 
of this discourse, Christ’s becoming outward and 
visible, was the act of the Spirit, he was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, he grew in wisdom 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, and walked by 
the same inspiration of the Holy Ghost, in the 
favour of God and man, a man under the law, yet 
complete before the law, and blameless; and when 
he passed through baptism, to become the first-be¬ 
gotten of the adoption, and the foundation stone of 
the spiritual church, he was endowed by the Holy 
Ghost with baptismal gifts and graces, as he had 
been endowed before with circumcision gifts and 
graces: and by the power of the Holy Ghost he 
went about doing all manner of miracles, and 
by the mighty working of the Holy Ghost was 
raised from the dead to sit on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, when, becoming Lord and Christ, 
he sjied down the Holy Ghost upon the church, 
which is his temple unto this day. So that in 
Christ all the glories of the Trinity were first ma¬ 
nifested, with all their various offices, of which I 
cannot now speak particularly. 

Seeondly, The holiness of God was justified, and, 
I may say, for the first time manifested, in heaven 
and in earth by the Son of man. 1 say, for the first 
time; because into both parts of creation, celestial 
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and taro*trial* sin had entered, and outof neither 
neemethit to have been cleansed; for even in heaven 
among! the apn$ of God, Satan bad a certain right 
and prerogative, which more than once we find 
him exercising. And certainly on the earth the 
holiness*, of-God had never been manifested or 
known: .for . though a church had been separated 
by special promises and privileges, and outward 
rites and.sacraments, yet ever and aye'did Satan 
steal in,and seduce, and at length bring into open 
apostacy, by far the more numerous and'ostensible 
part thereof; andholinCss there was not any where, 
or at anytime:since the fallj separate or unmixed 
holiness,- until the Son of God did come. And 
forasmuch as the holiness of the Creator must 
stand in suspense until there be some '.form or 
type of his handy-work which exhibiteth the 
samev and neither angels nortfien were that form 
or type of being (for both had'fallen), 1 do say that 
the holiness of; God which was both known and 
believed, was. never yet demonstrated until that 
new typejor .fotm.of being, the second Adam, the 
Godtman/ was revealed; in Whose triumphant life 
over ;sin,' in wbose> triumphant resurrection from 
death end the grave, in whose triumphant defeat of 
Satan and all ,his host, the glory of God’s holiness 
was manifestly shewn unto angels and the sons of 
men, and an-assurance given, that the time was at 
hand when it should beCstablished triumphant over 
all wbohadenrer gainsaid it. Now, brethren, this 
holiness of God is his true glory, as the white light 
is the true glory of the sun. The holiness Of God 
is the .unbroken beam of his glory, whereof metcy 
and justice; iand sovereignty and goodness, are * 
but, as k were, the refracted or broken parts; 
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and as the green and the violet, and the orange 
and the red, and the other colours into which 
the rays of the sun are refracted in the rainbow, 
when mixed in their just proportions, do reproduce 
the colourless white : so reckon I that the glory 
of his goodness and mercy, and justice and sove¬ 
reignty, concerning which, in the first instance, 
it is necessary to discourse unto fallen sinners, do 
as the soul clears from the mist and clouds, pass 
into one pure unbroken radiance of his holiness: 
so that when I say the holiness of God was first 
manifested in the Christ, it is all the same as to 
say, that the glory of his mercy, and of his justice, 
and of his goodness, and all his attributes, were 
then first displayed. For if there were no un¬ 
broken light of holiness, how could there be any 
varieties of that light ? 

Thirdly, The glory of God’s almighty power 
was first manifested in Christ. For till He was 
manifest in theflesh,God’s power stood in suspense, 
yea and will never be fully cleared until hell shall 
receive its possessors, or, I should rather say, its 
sufferers. For truly the tide of sin was never 
turned, until the Lord did come and stem, and 
roll it back. There was no knowing whether the 
darkness or the light should prevail, until the 
true Light appeared, which the darkness compre¬ 
hended not. Then indeed the true nature of sin 
was discovered to be only a condition to holi¬ 
ness, not a thing in itself, but the state of a thing 
in its progress to perfection. We were sinners 
only that we might be sinners saved; we had fallen 
only that we might rise higher from our fall; and 
this is true of all men when as yet they were 
in their first head, that is, Adam. Adam’s fall was 
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permitted and ordained, only that Adam might be 
exalted from the condition of a living soul into the 
condition of a quickened spirit. And so of each one 
of us who fell in him, we have been brought into 
an outward condition out of Adam, and stand in 
our present peril only that we may be brought 
back again and recapitulated into Christ. By 
which great evolution of all things from the idea 
in the Son, back again into the outward reality 
in the Son, the glorious and mighty power of God 
hath been displayed, and the evanescent, transient 
power of sin, and its weakness have been manifest* 
ed, yea, its subserviency and profitableness, and I 
may say even necessity, to the manifestation of 
the Almighty power of God, in redeeming all 
things from the lowest, basest condition, into the 
most elevated and dignified and mighty. For the 
Christ is raised above every dignity, power and 
authority which is named in the universe of God: 
and so shall every member of Christ be for ever 
raised; Whence is made the most stupendous ma¬ 
nifestation and monument of the eternal power of 
the Godhead. And in these three things the ma¬ 
nifestation of the constitution of the Godhead, of 
the holiness of the Godhead in the government 
of the creation, and of the power of the Godhead 
in overcoming sin, 1 conceive the glory brought 
unto the-Father by the Son of man doth chiefly 
consist. This was the glory in the Highest, which 
the angels sung over his birth. This was the 
glory of God which moved the Father to yield him 
up, which moved the Son to offer himself, which 
moved the Holy Spirit to realize and substantiate 
his outward and visible existence.—And here we 
conclude our first head of discourse, concerning 
the glory which accrues from the simple act. 
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or rather from the design and purpose and nature 
of the Incarnation. And now we come to consider 
more closely the work itself, and the glory with 
which he glorified God by his work upon the 
earth. “ I have glorified thy name upon the 
earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest 
me to do.” What was this work which was given 
him to do ? what was the glory which he brought 
by his life unto his holy Father ? This belongeth 
to the Second Part of our Discourse. 


PART II. 

The work which the Son of man had to do upon 
the earth, for the glory of God, which is the second 
head of method, was no less than to realize the 
eternal purpose of God, to bring himself into 
manifestation. Now, in considering wherein con- 
sisteth the glory brought unto God hereby, it hath 
presented itself to my mind under these three 
particulars. 

First, He brought into existence the complete 
and perfect form of being which is the God-man, 
and for which all other beings, whether in heaven 
or in earth, were but the preparation, and in 
which they must stand as the Head through all 
eternity; and therein he shewed forth the glory 
of God, in putting the headstone upon that fabrick 
of creation, of which, heretofore, he had created 
the several parts. If his creation of the creatures 
was glorious, how much more glorious his own crea¬ 
tion as the Man (“ made of a woman”), the God- 
man, the Sovereign of them all! As.the creation of 
man, on the sixth day, was more glorious than the 
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creation of all the inferior animals ; whose being is 
aU a, mystery, opening into, anti resolved in,'the 
being of man; so the creation of the Christ, that is, 
the incarnation of the eternal Word; was more glo¬ 
rious than the. creation of angels, and of men, and 
of all other creatures, whose being was alia mys¬ 
tery and a confusion-until a Head warn brought in 
to he over them,all. This is>the first particular itt 
which:the.Son of map brought glory to Godi—- 
The second, is; by his opening the. decree of 
election, and explaining howithe elect angels of 
God had stood, when the rest fell, and how the 
election, according to .grace, nmongst men, had 
been retrieved; and .publishing to 1 sinful men tbe * 
Gospel oftbegraoe of God, which .cometh out df 
anti fioweth from. the ibuutam' of the decree of 
electing, love. This, is the aspect of his mission; 
so continually^ spoken of in> the Psalms c “ I will 
declare, the decree; 1 will preach righteousness 
in. the great congregation. I When 1 shall receive 
the .congregation. I, will judgerighteously: ” that 
is, he wouldpublish. and’ declare thetrtie standing 
ofevery creature who doth stand in the favour, of 
.God. (And thus, did he. o pern the glory, of God, 
whfchbad lain bidden in the eternal and in¬ 
scrutable decree; andrmade it the basis of all 
preaching upto this day.—Thirdly, He wrestled 
with the enemies! of God; and overthrew them? 
and shewed the glory of h»i,power and holiness 
in their .weakness .and discomfiture; and so set On 
foot the.redemption of the. bodies Of the saints 
from the grave,. aod of their, sOuls from, the plaOe 
of.separate spirits.;, and of the creatures of God 
from darkness .aod sin 5 which redemption he shall 
accomplish; in. the fulness of time; but, "in «s fiqr 
as tiioright and title is concerned, he completed it 
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at his resurrection from the dead.—These three 
particulars I shall now give all diligence to open; 
and I pray you to give all patient heed to the 
word which, for your sakes, the Lord may put 
into my mouth. And be not weary, I pray you, 
of the message of God; but take heed how ye hear. 

1 . Though there was a creation of angels, and 
likewise of men, before the bringing in of the Christ, 
or the revealing of the Man-God, it is constantly set 
forth in holy Scripture that, to manifest Him, and 
in Him to manifest himself, was the first beginning 
and great end of all the creation of God, for which 
all that went before was but the necessary prepara¬ 
tion. For as the great idea of a master-builder 
discovereth not itself in the first stone which is 
laid, nor in the first scaffolding which is reared 
up, but in the progress, and often towards the 
completion of the work: so the system of the 
universal Architect, in creating being, though, from 
the beginning, it was beautiful, hath a unity, and 
design, and end, towards which it all proceeded, and 
without which it was altogether incomplete; to 
wit, the personal manifestation of himself in visible 
power and majesty. And as the physiologists, 
who study the various tribes of living things upon 
the earth, do tell you that the whole series of the 
creatures, upwards to man, are but, as it were, 
efforts of nature to produce the parts of which 
man’s body is composed; studies and mouldings 
of the several fragments, which in him are all 
sweetly and harmoniously recomposed: so dol say, 
that the creation of pure spirits in heaven, and upon 
earth of creatures made up of body and spirit, was 
but designing and making of the parts, and the pre¬ 
parations for the constituting of that Divine form 
of being which in Christ Jesus appeared, and in 
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Christ Jesus shall, to eternity, abide the most glo¬ 
rious Head for all creatures to conform and submit 
themselves unto, in the worship and service of the 
invisible God and Father of all. In angels we 
have pure and unmixed spirits to give a mani¬ 
festation of spirit, and of the functions of pure 
spirits; such as understanding, righteousness, love, 
&c. ;■ but in man we have the functions of spirit 
made visible by being breathed into tabernacles 
of clay, in order therewith to make a manifesta¬ 
tion of body also with its several properties of 
comprehending space, and possessing the material 
creationthe first being, as it were, a part of the 
second; and the second but, as it were, the type 
of that Divine form of being which Christ was to be. 
For, as hath been set forth in the former head of 
discourse, “ Adam was but the type of Him that 
was to come,” that is, Adam was not the perfect 
work, but the type or foreshowing of it; even as 
the tabernacle was but the type of the church 
which now is. And therefore the Creator said, 
“ Let us make man in our own image, after our 
own likeness; ” by which word of God I under¬ 
stand not a likeness in respect to the moral righte¬ 
ousness of his Spirit merely; for this is possessed 
by the elect angels also; but in respect likewise to 
the composite and mixed character of his person, 
made up of body and spirit; to signify that he was 
the type, image, or likeness of that form of being 
in which God was hereafter to be revealed, and 
for ever manifested: and, accordingly, the Cre¬ 
ator proceeded, after having spoken this word, to 
fashion him a body of the dust of the ground, and 
afterward to breathe into his nostrils the spirit of 
life, and he became a living soul. So when the 
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fulness of time was come, the Christ, or Second 
Adam, had at first a body prepared for him from 
the woman’s substance, and a reasonable soul 
given unto him by the Creator, according as it is 
in our Catechism, “ He took unto himself a human 
body and a reasonable soul.” To which the Son 
of God, the eternal Word, having joined himself 
in consubstantial union, He became the Son of 
man and the Son of God, in “ two distinct natures 
and one person for ever.” The Divine creature 
(creature as man) was composed, the end of creation 
accomplished, and God, the eternal and invisible 
God, made manifest in a person, to all creation, for 
ever and for ever. This is the first idea which I would 
impress upon your minds, as indispensable to the 
right conception of the glory which was brought to 
God by the Son of man upon the earth; and indis¬ 
pensable to the understanding of the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, in which the same is often taught, as 1 now 
proceed to shew you. 

In the iiid chapter of the Apocalypse, at the 
14th verse, it is thus written: “These things 
saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the Creation of God.” Here in a mes¬ 
sage given by Christ from his own mouth to John, 
to be delivered by him to the Laodicean church, 
he calleth himself the Amen; that is, the Be it 
so, which I conceive to mean that he is the end 
of the purposes of God. For a prayer containeth 
the wish or purpose of the soul, and the Amen 
doth as it were collect it all into one, so that in 
saying the Amen we do concentrate the whole in 
one word : wherefore Christ by calling himself 
the Amen, doth signify that the Divine will and 
purpose of the great decree of God, and of all the 
creatures, was consummated and concentrated in 
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one person. Himself. He nameth himself, also. 
The faithful and true Witness; that is, the opener 
of the mystery, and the revealer of the invisible 
God, in whom is truth, and out of whom is no 
truth: the only true one, as it is written: “ Let 
God,” that is, the Word of God (for of God him¬ 
self hath no one heard the voice at any time), “ be 
true, and every man a liar.” He further nameth 
himself, '* The Beginning of the Creation of 
God; ” not the beginner only, but the beginning 
of the creation of God. That he was the Cre¬ 
ator, in his Divinity of the Word, is sufficiently- 
testified in the opening of John's Gospel; but 
there is a greater mystery in his being the be¬ 
ginning of his own work. Yet, true it is, how¬ 
ever paradoxical it may seem, that to make Himself, 
that is, to make his manifest and visible form, was 
the first beginning, the main-spring and only end 
of the purpose of God, and of the Word in creating; 
for which the creation of a spiritual world, as hath 
been said, was one preparative step, and the cre¬ 
ation of a material world another; and the com¬ 
bination of both in Adam was, as it were, the type, 
image, or resemblance. Therefore doth Christ 
call himself the Beginning of the Creation of God; 
not that from him it had its beginning (though that 
be most true), but that in him it had its beginning; 
being the first-born in the purpose and idea, and for 
the birth of whom, all which went before in time 
was but, as it were, the cradle in which to lay him, 
the bands with which to swathe him, the nurse to 
rear him, the family which was to be honoured in 
his birth, and the servants who should attend upon 
him, and the multitudes who should be blessed in 
him. So much, and much more, is couched in the 
name, “ The Beginning of the Creation of God.” 

i 2 
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The next passage to which I would direct your 
attention, as confirmatory of this great idea, is in 
the first chapter of the Colossians, at the 13th verse, 
where, speaking of the Son in his character of Jesus 
the Saviour, and of Christ the Lord of the king¬ 
dom, it is thus written: “ The Father who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, in 
whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins.” This shews us that 
it is of the Son as man, as the sacrifice and me¬ 
diation, and Lord, the Apostle speaketh, manifested 
in flesh, to redeem us by his blood; of whom it is im¬ 
mediately added, “Who is the image of the invisible 
God, the first-born of every creature.” Now I am 
not ignorant how the Socinians wrest this passage 
to make out of it their damnable heresy, that 
Christ is no more than a creature; and how the 
orthodox, in order to deliver it out of their hand, 
allege, that it is only a forcible way of saying 
“ born before every creature; ” as Milton says, 
“ The fairest of her daughters Eve;” the haste of 
the mind running the contrast into a comparison. 
But this, though an honest enough shift, is not 
needed by one who understandeth to discourse 
of the humanity as well as of the Divinity of Christ, 
who, as the Son of man, was a creature, as the Son 
of God, was the Creator of all things; and as the 
Christ, eternally comprehending the two natures 
in one, may be spoken of, and is spoken of, both 
as the Creator and as a creature; but, when spoken 
of as a creature, always presented as the object and 
end of all creation, in order to be the Head and 
Lord of all his own works. And that this is the 
true idea of the passage is manifest from the 
following verse ; which is added to explain this 
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powerful, yet enigmatical expression, “ First¬ 
born of every creature,” and to guard against the 
Arianism which might be grafted thereon; “For by 
him were all things created that are in heaven 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. 
All things were created by him and for him; and 
he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist.” To guard against the confounding of 
his eternal being, as the Word, with his created 
being as the Son of man, it is first declared that he 
created all things in heaven and on earth, of every 
rank and order and name, both spiritual and ma¬ 
terial, which is the great attribute claimed by Je¬ 
hovah throughout the Old Testament; for a crea¬ 
ture can create nothing,otherwise all distinction be¬ 
tween Creator and creature is abolished. Then, 
to expound the other part of the mystery, that 
they were not only created by his Divine power, 
but for him as their great possessor and Lord in 
his visible humanity, it is added, “ All were 
created by him and for him; ” or rather “ unto 
him,” who should in the end, when the work was 
complete, be brought in to inherit them all, in his 
character of Christ and Lord, of Son and Heir. 
Wherefore, it is immediately added, “ And he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist. 
And he is the Head of the body the church; who 
is the beginning, the first-begotten from the dead,” 
&c.—But here he entereth upon another idea, 
which it is not now the time to bring forward. 

These two passages explain and confirm the doc¬ 
trine which we have laid down above, that creation 
was without a head, and, to appearance, without 
a plan, until Jesus Christ was brought into being 
that night, the angels sang their choral symphony 
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over his birth. The glory of God in the creatures 
was not manifested; the whole creation seemed 
abortive; a mighty maze without a plan; scattered 
members without a head; incomplete, and incom¬ 
petent to its own defence; at the mercy of an anta¬ 
gonist and estranging power, which was ever invad¬ 
ing it, and with success: it seemed wavering and 
uncertain, both in the spiritual and in the material 
parts of it; it was rebellious and disobedient;—all 
which bespoke not disappointment nor defeat, but 
present incompleteness and confusion, and insta¬ 
bility, which might be brought into fair proportion, 
finished beauty, and immoveable stedfastness; but 
certainly was not as yet arrived at that glorious 
consummation, and crowning point of perfectness. 
The physiologist knoweth what the animal creation 
would be without man; how unintelligible, how 
inglorious ! And the architect knoweth what an 
arch were without its head key-stone; a sinking 
ruin, needing to be propped up and sustained on 
every side. And the moralist knoweth what man 
is without a righteous law and stedfast will. Such 
the Christian knoweth, or ought to know, the 
fabric of the universe would be without Christ, 
who is “ the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the Ending, which was, and which is, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.” I think I need 
not insist upon this idea any further ; and there¬ 
fore do proceed to open another of a still loftier 
strain, —which is, how the Son of man manifested 
God's glory in the opening of the decree of elec¬ 
tion, and thereon founding all preaching for ever. 

2. While creation stood thus without its Head, 
and the parts of it were in the state of beingbrought 
together, beings had come forth from the infi¬ 
nite womb of the creating Word, wherein all the 
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purposes of the Father are in eternal reality: being 
come forth, they were without their Lord and 
Guardian, and I may say it was in a manner ne¬ 
cessary that they should come by loss and suffer 
change. For, if they had been in as much safety 
and security without a Head as with one, or in as 
much perfection and beauty, then where were 
the glory, where were the use of any Head ? If, 
while God was invisible, the condition of the vi¬ 
sible or invisible creation had been as profitable 
to his glory, or to its own blessedness, as when 
he should become visible, then for what end be- 
cometh he visible? Or if the creation bad 
been perfect and sufficient while yet the Christ 
was unconstituted: then, why should there be a 
Christ at all. There cannot be two perfections, 
there cannot be two unchangeables, otherwise 
there were two gods. The infirmity of every crea¬ 
ture must be shewn in order that the stability of 
Christ maybe established; the inconstancyof every 
spiritual, and of every material creature must be 
proved, in order that the only constancy and un¬ 
changeableness of the Word of God, and that Holy 
thing born of the Virgin Mary, might be made to 
appear. Yea, and if the spiritual creation had 
not thus been differenced from the creation of spi¬ 
rits, and if the material creation had not in like 
manner been differenced from the body of Christ, 
they would have become objects of idolatry to 
themselves, self-sufficient creatures, not know¬ 
ing that they needed, nor desiring to have a Head, 
a Guardian, a Governor and Protector and Saviour 
over them. If the end of creation was the Christ, 
then all creation must see and feel itself incomplete 
without him; and so long for him, and pray for his 
coming, and re joice at his coming; feeling that till 
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he comes, there is for them nothing but ineffectual 
labours, and abortive attempts to bring forth. And 
this is the great end and purpose of sin in the 
creation of God, which, if you consider it well, 
is as essential to the fulness of the scheme, as is 
creation itself. Sin is the demonstration of a crea¬ 
ture's instability in itself, when it hath come forth 
from the Word in the bosom of the Father, and 
standeth outward, while as yet the Word, its former 
stability, is not outwardly revealed. It proveth, 
that, unless the Creator also become manifest, the 
creature will die and decay away, and hath the con¬ 
tinuance of its being only for the sake of, and in 
the hope of, and in the desire of that manifestation. 
Sin is not a thing created of God, but it is a con¬ 
dition of the creatures demonstrative of their in¬ 
feriority to the Creator, and their inability to subsist 
without him. Every creature is made liable to 
sin, yea and will continue so, until they be ga¬ 
thered again into their Head which is Christ. 
This is a great mystery, brethren, but most need¬ 
ful to be discoursed of and searched into, if we 
would understand any of the inferior mysteries 
which depend from it. 

Therefore, I will go further, and assert, that all the 
creatures must have fallen into sin, both angels and 
men, had not God, by a special purpose, yea and 
decree of election, chosen some, and given them a 
more than creature standing, the higher standing 
of his own will and absolute decree, for the pur¬ 
poses of his own glory, and the glory of his Christ. 
Who are said to be chosen in Christ before the 
foundation of the world, and to be predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the pleasure of his will; and it is 
called the purpose of God according to election. 
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“ not of works, but of him that calleth.” But for 
the re-inclosure of them in Christ, by an absolute 
decree,! say, again, that all angels and all men, by 
reason of the necessary and essential infirmity of 
the creature, while outward with respect to the sus- 
tainingWord,must have perished by falling into sin. 
For though created without sin, as coming forth 
from the pure and spotless Word, it is not possible 
they should so continue, unless upheld by an ex¬ 
press act of the Creator's will, that, for the glory 
of Christ and as a part of the great plan, it should 
be so ordered and brought to pass. Nor let any 
one object to this; for it is the written truth of 
God, which our objecting availeth not to set aside: 
and while any one objecteth, he doth so far forth 
as he objecteth, declare himself to be a rebel against 
His will, and in a reprobate state. For what and* 
though all the angels had fallen, as certainly they 
would, if there had not been a decree of election; 
what and though all men had fallen irrecoverably, 
as they would, if there had not been a decree of 
election; who could have complained ? Shall the 
thing formed say to Him who formed it. Why hast 
thou formed me thus? Shall not the Creator 
have the power of demonstrating the instability of 
all things out of himself, in order that they may 
know their stability in himself? It is such arro- 
gancy, it is such monstrous arrogancy, to answer 
against God and say. Nay, but if thou wilt create, 
the creature which thou createst has a right to 
thine own immutability; thou must make him in¬ 
fallible as thyself, or thou must not make him at 
all. And besides the arrogancy, consider also the 
folly of it, for how should the Creator be other¬ 
wise differenced from the creature, than by 
shewing that the creature is unstable, and per- 
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mitting it to fall; for otherwise the creature might 
leap up and say, yea, must necessarily both feel and 
say, that he is independent on and upon a level 
with the Creator, if so be he hath obtained the 
gift of infallibility and unchangeableness in his 
creation. Nay, but God is wiser than to set such 
rivalry afloat by constituting such independent 
creatures. 

But to ascend a little higher still, his will, his 
absolute will, his will not to be predetermined by 
any thing without itself, were also unseen, and, 
being unseen, were unacknowledged, if there was 
no creature sustained thereby against the dispo¬ 
sition of its own being, and the condition of the 
other creatures whereof it is a part: and if the 
will of God were not to be manifested by a con¬ 
tinuity of such instances, brethren, we should all 
rush headlong into Atheism. To me, it is a ne¬ 
cessary thing, a thing it is most necessary to my 
loyal obedience of God's will, to see in the Church 
a holy generation maintained by the Divine Will 
against the law of corruption, which the world 
underlieth; and in respect to the sinful world, 
which is working on in its wickedness, it is neces¬ 
sary for me to believe most surely, that in the 
good time of God that wicked order of things shall, 
by an act of the Divine will, be destroyed ; and 
in respect to the heavens and the earth, whose 
regular and unchanged motions have made them to 
be worshipped in all ages, from the Chaldeans of 
old down to the scientific men of the nineteenth 
century, it is necessary for me to believe that there 
is a time coming when they shall, of mere will, be 
changedar^l removed like ascroll; for new heavens, 
and a new earth, and a new condition of men and 
things, which shall come into being when our 
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glorious Head is revealed from the place of the 
right hand of God, where he is at present hidden. 
Otherwise, for want of a manifested will, we should 
all become Atheists. For all astronomers, who 
have looked upon the steady and unchanging 
motions of the heavens, from the time of the 
Chaldeans tp that of the French Institute, have 
in the end become idolaters and worshipers pf 
them. Why ? Because they seem unchangeably 
fixed under the law of cause and effect, and 
the spirit of man acknowledged unchangeable' 
ness to be an attribute of God only: and to 
guard against this, it is revealed not only that 
they were created but that they are to be 
changed in the time of the bringing in of the Great 
Head pf creation. So have the chemists done 
in these latter times, and, 1 may say, the physio¬ 
logists, and all manner of naturalists, who. have 
no other god than that piece of matter, the con¬ 
stancy of whose law of cause and effect they are 
observing; and thus hath science become to them 
a religion. And why ? Because, being under the 
law of cause and effect, it exhibits no unaccount¬ 
able changes or vicissitudes; no acts of simple 
will; it makes no discoveries of a will without a 
cause; an absolute unconditional will the cause of 
itself. And therein a religion is distinguished from 
a science, that it proceedeth out of a Will, and ad¬ 
dresses itself to a Will, And this wretched Anni- 
nianiam, by putting out. of sight the absolute un¬ 
conditional acts of the Divine Will in the decree 
qf election, doth hasten to make Christian re¬ 
ligion into a moral science; and to bring the 
Almighty Will under the moral law, instead of 
making all law to flow from his Will. Politi- 
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cal economy is also fast becoming a religion by 
the same process. For men are beginning to 
discover in that department also, the uniformity 
of the laws of God’s providence over nations, 
perceiving the law of cause and effect in this also, 
they transfer to it an attribute of the Creator, 
for which they worship the ends of that science; 
and make its study their religion, and its law their 
God. How much more, if there had been no evil 
in the working of human society, nor discord or 
violence in the processes of creation, should we 
have been ready to cast the remembrance of 
God and the fear of him away, for the worship of 
the creature, or of ourselves, or of some portion 
of nature which we saw and felt. And truly the 
fall did thus proceed both in angels and in men. 
Feeling their own power, the law and order of 
their own being, they thought themselves to be a 
law unto themselves, and by degrees fell out of 
the reverence and remembrance of God ; and 
God, in mercy, for this cause, gave to Adam an 
outward remembrance of duty in the forbidden 
tree. Therefore I say the chain must be broken, 
the lesson of all creation's instability must be 
taught, and God’s only stable will revealed; 
otherwise every creature’s independency would 
be established, and the scheme of God to manifest 
himself as the only stability and sustenance of 
the outward world would be defeated. 

Forasmuch then as the very purpose of bringing 
in the Christ head of all things, doth involve in it 
not only the possibility but the necessity of a fall 
in every other form of creature, in order to place 
a difference, and to prove that this is not the Christ, 
nor this, nor this, and that some more stable form 
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of being is yet to be waited for; most necessary it 
is, if any created beings stand, that they should 
stand in a stability not pertaining to them as crea¬ 
tures, but in the free, sovereign, and absolute will 
of the Creator, That, for certain ends of his glory, 
they shall be made an exception to the general and 
universal law. Those, 1 say, who stand through 
these evil days of the infancy and imperfection of 
the work, (infantine and imperfect only, because 
it is in a train and progress towards perfection), 
must stand inclusively in Christ, not exclusively 
out of Christ, in the exceptive decree of election, 
not in their own creature prerogative and power. 
And, brethren, it is a great proof and token of 
the goodness of God that when there was a 
possibility of the creature’s falling, by coming into 
being, there was a possibility also of his standing 
by being included in the decree of election, which 
God had made for the ends of his own glory in the 
glory of Christ. For I never doubt, as I observed 
in the former part of my discourse, that to the 
angels was given the knowledge not only of their 
infirmity in themselves, but also of their stability in 
the decree of election, which was made in Christ, 
the first-born of every creature. For if the an¬ 
gels, as we have set forth, were a preparation for 
the bringing in of Christ, made like all other things 
for him, that is, with a view to him; then it is most 
reasonable to believe, or rather cannot otherwise be 
believed but that they should have been made aware 
thereof, and so taught how to stand in the hope of 
Him that was about to come: otherwise they would 
not have possessed the knowledge of the law of their 
own being, of their weakness in themselves and 
their strength in the decree of election: which if 
they did not know, we cannot conceive how they 
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could incur guilt: but guilt we know they did incur, 
and from thence we infer that they both knew their 
frailty in themselves and their sufficiency in the 
decree. Indeed, had there not been such a de¬ 
cree of election, in the strength of which every 
creature that was created might have stood, that 
creature would not have been created for Christ, 
but for falling into the power of sin. But, while 
l assert the necessity of sin as a part of the great 
scheme, I wholly disallow that any creature was 
made for sin, but every creature for Christ; and 
that if it had been contented to rest its stability upon 
the decree of election, and wait, patiently hoping 
for the coming of Christ to give to it its eternal 
stability, then all the creatures might have stood 
which now are fallen. This, no doubt, the angels 
had made known unto them from the first; and 
in forgetting this, or in rebelling against it, 
consisteth their unpardonable transgression. 
And this is all confirmed by the history of the 
creation of man, who was made in his creature- 
perfection before the fall, and evinced his creature- 
weakness in that state. As yet the decree of 
election was not revealed to him ; and the divines 
do rightly call this another covenant, namely, that 
of works. But from the time he fell, the promise of 
the Christ was revealed ; and from this time forth 
the stability of mankind was declared to be, “ not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy.” And little as these 
Arminians think of it who raise their loud and 
incoherent voice against the decree of election, it 
is thence, and thence only, that grace and mercy 
and forgiveness can proceed; so that they are 
drinking of the streams, and speaking against the 
well-spring and fountain from which they all flow. 
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For true is the Apostle’s reasoning, that “ if it be 
of works, then it is not of grace, otherwise workis 
no more work.” There are only two ways in which 
a creature can exist: it must either exist in its own 
creature-strength, which I have shewn must be 
frangible, yea, # and fractured also; or it must stand 
in the decree of election,—that is, in the will of 
God, for the ends of that glory which creation is 
working out, the glory of manifesting himself in 
an outward being. 

From these ideas concerning the entering 
in of sin, we derive the trne doctrine concern¬ 
ing Christ the Redeemer of God’s elect, angels 
and men; for these are both included in the 
account of the Christian Church, given in the 
Hebrews : “ Ye are come unto mount Zion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Je¬ 
rusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly of the first born, whose 
names are written in heaven.” And they are in¬ 
cluded together in the doctrine of our church con¬ 
cerning this point which saith, “ By the decree of 
God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men 
and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life.” 
And again, “These angels and men thus predesti¬ 
nated and foreordained are particularly and un¬ 
changeably designed.” These, all these, have stood, 
are standing, and shall stand only in Christ, but 
for whom the former would have been involved; 
and the latter, being involved, would have con¬ 
tinued in irretrievable ruin: their redemption 
thence being for Christ’s sake, and by virtue of 
their faith in Christ. Therefore also, in the pic¬ 
ture of his coming power and majesty, which is 
represented to us in tbe Apocalypse, the angels join 
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the ransomed from among men in the song of praise 
unto the Lamb, saying, “ Worthy is the Lamb to 
receive power and riches, and wisdom and strength, 
and honour and glory and blessing! ” And finally, 
as to the work which he accomplished upon earth, 
and by which he brought glory to God in becom¬ 
ing their Redeemer ; I may say their redemption 
was but a veiled mystery, and the glory of it a 
clouded glory, until Christ finished the work of 
his humiliation, when the veil was lifted up and 
the clouds passed away from the face of the glory. 
Till then, the decree by which they stood was un¬ 
declared, or but dimly presented in its faint out¬ 
line, but now the grace and mercy and love of it 
was fully declared. The name of God was ma¬ 
nifested ; the words which he had given unto 
Christ, Christ had made for ever known,'and here 
they are unfolded,in the Gospel of the New Tes¬ 
tament. How much of love there is in that de¬ 
cree, beyond the goodness of creation, is mani¬ 
fested in God’s giving up his only begotten and 
well-beloved Son to the death for us all! How 
much of mercy is manifested in the free forgive¬ 
ness of the sins of the elect who believe! How 
much of grace, in the fulness of the Holy Spirit 
coming to renew them in the image of God and 
righteousness and true holiness! How much of 
justice, in the exact obedience and extreme suffer¬ 
ings of the God-man! How much of holiness, in 
all these combined together! All which, and what¬ 
ever else is manifested in the work of Christ, 
was seen like an object from afar, small and indis¬ 
tinct, yet believed and rejoiced in by all the elect 
of God: it remained for Christ to bring it near, and 
display it in all the magnificence of its Divine pro- 
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portions. This opening of the promise, this fill- ^ 
filling of every previous word of God, this declar¬ 
ing of the decree of election, and bodying forth 
of the goodness thereof, was the great and mighty 
work which Christ the Prophet performed; and in 
this state he left it for his church to hold up by the 
Holy Spirit, until he shall come again to open ano¬ 
ther volume of the book, by gathering together the 
scattered witnesses, and presenting them a glo¬ 
rious company, under their glorious Head, in the 
presence of his eternal Father; into which subject 
we enter not. 

.3. The manner of this work was as marvellous, 
as the end of it was glorious. By being created 
a living soul, which, Paul saith, “ understandeth 
not the things of the Spirit of God,” there was 
another condition of being still left for man to 
come into, the region of the spiritual; for the 
first Adam was but the type of the Second Adam; 
the first man being a living soul, the second a 
quickening spirit. The type was broken, whose 
fragments we now behold in this our natural form 
of being; having a taste of all knowledge, save the 
knowledge of spiritual things; and a love of all 
excellency, save that of God; and making progress 
in all sciences, save that of theology, which we 
corrupt, which from time to time God doth purify, 
but can by no means obtain for it a seat in the 
world, as we behold at this day. But this break¬ 
ing of the goodly type of Christ, which Adam 
was, did only prepare the way for the advance¬ 
ment of Adam, and of all who preferred to stand 
in the decree of election, to the higher rank of the 
combined material and spiritual creature, which is 
the form of creation’s Lord. And, in order to this 
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preferment, Christ took of the virgin the humanity 
of Adam; not sinful indeed, for he came not by 
ordinary generation, but by the power of the Holy 
Ghost; yet, though not sinful, liable to all the 
temptations of sin to which human nature ever 
had been or ever could be liable: “ being in the 
form of God, he was made in the likeness of man; 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death.” In 
that he truly died, it proveth that he truly was 
obnoxious to every human infirmity: in that he 
arose from the dead, it equally proveth that he 
had done no sin, for which he might see the cor¬ 
ruption of the grave. Now, it was not an arbi¬ 
trary thing that the Christ should thus be brought 
into the world; nor was it merely to redeem man; 
but to become the Lord of all, by establishing the 
weakness of all, and working out the stability of 
all. Had he been destined to be Lord of spirit 
only, he would have partaken of the angelic nature: 
but having to be the Lord of matter also, he par¬ 
took of the nature of man, which is composed of 
both. And of this he partook not in its unfallen 
state, but in its fallen state, and in the fallen state 
of all the materialism of the world; in order that 
he might enter into the weakness of every thing, 
and add to it regenerating strength, become the 
uplifter of its state and being, and its support 
throughout all eternity. Therefore it is written, 
“ But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels, for the suffering of death, crown¬ 
ed with glory and honour; that he, by the grace 
of God, should taste death for all.” And again, 
“ Forasmuch as the children were made partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
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part of: the same; that through death, he udght 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is* 
the devil, aod deliver them who through the 
fear of death were all their life-time subject to 
bondage.” And again it is written, “ He who 
was in the form of God, and thought it not rob¬ 
bery to be equal with God, humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly ex¬ 
alted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow r ' of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is I*ord, 
tp the glory of God the Father.” From which 
passage we rightly conclude, that there redound¬ 
ed unto God a great glory from the humiliation 
of the Son of Man unto the death, beyond that 
which redounded from the completion of creation's 
work* aod the opening of the decree of election. 
Which glory consisteth in the extinguishing of the 
power of those rebellious spirits which had, by 
forsaking the standing of election, fallen into sin, 
and continued therein, fighting against God 
and the hope of Christ: who are exceedingly 
hateful in the sight of God, because they conti¬ 
nually seek to destroy the glory of his Son, and 
to. force themselves into a different standing from 
that, of election, exalting their own will against 
the will of God. It is a vain thing to say that 
God loveth sinners and ungodly creatures: he ex¬ 
tended mercy and grace unto them, and loveth 
the election for his Son’s sake; but he must cease 
to love i bis Son—that is, to love himself—when 
Jhe loved those who are rebellious against himself. 
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He is “ angry with the wicked every day: ” he 
cannot look upon the workers of iniquity but with 
detestation and abhorrence. It is one of the say¬ 
ings of that wretched Arminianism, with which 
this land is overflowed, * Hate the sin, but love 
the sinner.’ What mean they ? that sin is some¬ 
thing by itself, and the sinner something by him¬ 
self, so distinct from one another, that the one 
may well be hated, and the other may well be 
loved ? They know nothing at all, and they will 
know nothing at all. But if they would open 
their ears to instruction, then might they be taught 
that sin is the condition of an apostate creature, 
the form of a rebellious will, the very being of an 
enemy of God and of godliness. To make the 
evil of which to cease, to destroy its eternal ac-. 
tivity against God, was the cause of our Lord’s 
humiliation in the body and descent into hell. 
By which powerful and perilous ministry he did 
overcome and vanquish the enemy, and hath him 
and his dominions in his power, whenever it shall 
please the Father to allow him to enter in to pos¬ 
sess them. Death and destruction have no inde¬ 
feasible right in God's creatures, but only a derived 
and dependent one ; derived from and dependent 
upon sin; which Christ having resisted and over¬ 
come and cast out, did win back the waste and 
the wilderness of this world from the occupancy 
and vexation of Satan and his angels and repro¬ 
bate men, who ever since have stood judged and 
condemned, not knowing of a day’s life, but ex¬ 
pecting every day to be the last of their possession. 
And herein consisteth the third part of the glory 
which Christ brought unto the Father by the 
work which he wrought upon the earth; not only 
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declaringhis wrath against all the workers of ini¬ 
quity, but manifesting that their power was broken, 
and their right destroyed, in his resurrection from 
the dead; whereby the glory of God was won- 
drously manifested in the discomfiture of all his 
enemies, and his holiness in their destruction! 
abundantly manifested: as we shall shew at 
length, in our fourth discourse. 

These ideas, brethren, concerning the entering 
in of sin, may seem to you difficult of apprehen¬ 
sion but I could not stir a foot in shewing the 
glory of the decree of election, until’ I should 
have first explained them: for, otherwise, it is 
but building upon the sand. Your time does not 
permit me to follow out this part of my subject 
further at present. The more is your loss, the more 
also is mine, and, what is more, the loss of Christ’s 
church, that our. customs should always step in 
just when we have passed the porch of the sanc¬ 
tuary of truth, and debar us of the feast, for feasts 
of another kind. Let the matter then stand'in its 
imperfection. The time may come when the saints 
'shall again call upon their minister to lay out the 
foundations of their faith before them, instead of 
requiring them to play a tune upon their feelings, 
and let them begone. 

And thus again, dear brethren, have I sought 
to lay before you some of the deep things of God, 
which, if you. be like the rest of this evil genera¬ 
tion, you will reject with indignation, or receive 
with disrelish, as not being profitable to simple 
and plain people; that is, to serfs and bondsmen' 
of the Law, idiots and babes in the Gospel. But 
if you be men, freemen, like your fathers; and 
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are to be honoured of God, like your fathers, to 
upbear his falling ark; or if you be like the pri¬ 
mitive churches, to whom Paul and the Apostles 
wrote their Epistles, wherein they speak con¬ 
tinually of these things; or, finally, if you have 
any fellowship with the Lord, who offered that in¬ 
tercessory prayer of which our text is a part, you 
will welcome with great gladness these hints of 
higher and deeper discourse, and pray for me 
diligently, that I may be able to clear the foun¬ 
dations of the house from that rank growth of 
Arminianism and Socinianism which have obscured 
their massive strength and brilliant beauty. For 
we do live, or rather creep about, amongst the ruins 
of a great and majestic city, where one cradleth 
himself in some cave amongst the ruins, and 
another hath a cottage stuck up against some 
massy column, and others take refuge beneath the 
branches which grow out of a ruinous wall. That 
city is the majestic system of Divine Theology, 
which our fathers built up, and defended with great 
and goodly bulwarks against the roaming and ma¬ 
rauding tribes of early heretics, the light-minded 
and thoughtless banditti of Arius, and the mas¬ 
sive legions of apostate Rome: of which system, 
brethren, I read the outline in our Reformers’ 
Confession of Faith last Wednesday night, in the 
hearing of you all. Permit me—nay, whether 
permitted or not, I will preach the whole compass 
of that doctrine, to which I solemnly set my hand 
and subscribed my name that it was my faith, and 
should be the substance of my preaching. 

And I do entreat you, my brethren and my 
people, to consider that word which was spoken 
by the Lord; “ This is life eternal, that they might 
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kpow thee the only true God, and Jesas Christ 
whom thou hast 6ent.” Know God then, and know 
Jesus Christ. Think not that holiness, think not 
that life eternal, is otherwise to be obtained than 
in the attainment of such knowledge. For what 
and hath God revealed himself, but to be known, 
.tp.be reverently inquired into, and faithfully ac¬ 
cepted of all his holy ones? And know this day 
your standing, that it is either in the decree of 
God, as chosen in Jesus Christ; or it is in nature, 

. fallen and unable to rise again. If you are think* 

! ing to stand in your creature strength, or otherwise 
* than by the strength of God’s decree, you shall 
fall and-fall, and err and err, unto the end. But 
ziif iyou will believe this day, and behold your 
f weakness and sinfulness—the weakness and sinful* 

. ness pf every creature, save as it standeth in the 
decree and purpose of God—then blessed are ye; 

, for ye will seek unto the Lord by ftiith, and humble 
yourselves before him by many prayers, and seek 
. tn know and do his will, and to hang upon it 
continually; and by the grace manifested in JeSut 
Christ you will surely be brought out of nature’s 
standing, into the standing of the eternal decree, 
whose love and mercy and grace the Lord Jesus 
did open unto all who truly repent and unfeignedly 
believe, the Gospel. Bnt reject the decree, and 
you reject your salvation, which can only come by 
receiving the decree. Therefore, the Lord grant 
, a« many ?a doubt to doubt no longer, and as many 
: as believe tp grow in faith and righteousness, to 
the praise of his glory. 

. /This..our darkness and stumbling cometh out 
. cf ignorance of the Scriptures, which in the 
Piptestant church was never so great, I be- 
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lieve, as it is at this moment: and hence that 
impatience of every inquiry into the deep things 
of the mysteries of God. The Methodistical and 
Evangelical spirit, which is now in the world 
and in the church, disfavours exceedingly all 
research into Divine truth, all controversy for 
orthodox doctrine, and all abjuration of heresy 
and schism; being content with a certain loose 
persuasion, immature knowledge, and latitudi- 
narian indifference, which they misname Charity 
(but its true name is Liberality). Now, brethren, 
I am convinced in my mind, that till we return to 
the spirit of the Reformation, and become patient 
of thought, and patient of hearing thought ex¬ 
pressed, and patient of discerning between the 
evil and the good, we never shall escape out of 
the region of frames and feelings and perpetual 
fluctuations of spirit, into the region of rooted 
and grounded faith, assured hope, and fervent 
charity. I would rather the pulpit were dumb, 
than that it should minister excitement to mere 
natural feelings, to the same parts of our nature to 
which the playhouse and the opera do administer : 
but this is the state to which it is fast coming, in a 
good measure through the ignorance of the people 
to whom we speak. 

And, brethren, if you will not during the week 
meditate and reflect upon those things which 
during the Sabbath I minister, the ministry will 
fail to be profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 
Wherefore, I earnestly entreat you to medi¬ 
tate the word of God, with all prayer and sup¬ 
plication of the Spirit, who leadeth into all 
truth; and so let us exercise ourselves toge- 
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iber toeearch into the great ends of God’s glory 
which 1 were accomplished by the incarnation of 
his Son; than which no other exercise of soul 
can be more profitable to prepare us. for entering 
within .the veil of the mysteries of the Fall, and 1 
witnessing the glory of God which is manifested 
therein. Sure 1 am, beloved in the Lord, that 
according to our patient travail in meditation and 
prayer, in faith and knowledge, will be our progress 
in grace, in wisdom, in righteousness, and truth; 
in humility and stedfastness, in consolation and 
assurance; which are blessed conditions of the 1 
soul, not otherwise to be attained, nor otherwise 
to he preserved, save in the worship and the service' 
of God with all the heart, with all the mind, with 
all the soul, and with all the strength. Be ye 
therefore exhorted, dearly beloved brethren, to 
increase in all knowledge and wisdom and spi¬ 
ritual understanding: and may the Spirit open 
the eyes of your mind, and enlighten your under¬ 
standing* that yon maybe able to know what is the 
hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the saints! For' we 
are. called, every one: of us, to do the same 
offices for the glory, of God which Christ did. 
Yea, all this which I have set forth to you'concern¬ 
ing .the Sonof man, I might now tuirnl and apply 
to every one of you, who have been engrafted into 
him by baptism, to be partakers of his justice* 
and through faith'have received the gift of 'the 
HolyGhost; that in yon, yea, in every one of you, 
God is to be glorified, as he was glorified in the 
Son of man. In you, the honour and glory of the 
eternal Trinity is to be shewn, forth : the Father, 
in your doing has will, and not the will of the flesh 
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or the will of man ; the Son, by your growing up 
into closer and closer union with him, and shew¬ 
ing forth the express image of his person; the 
Holy Ghost, by the spirit of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind, in which you work the work 
of God and hold forth the image of Christ. For to 
this end Christ emptied himself of, or humbled the 
Divinity into manhood, that he might become the 
very type or pattern of every Christian who should 
come after, and of us, dear brethren, though born 
in a far distant age, and amongst a cold, indifferent 
generation. In us, by our triumphing over sin, 
is the glory of the holiness of God also to be 
shewn forth : yea, and I may say in somewhat a 
more remarkable manner, forasmuch as sin hath 
already the possession of our mortal members, 
which have heretofore been the servants of sin, 
but are now become the servants of righteousness. 
Wherein also is magnified the almighty power of 
God, who by the Holy Spirit can work righteous¬ 
ness in these tabernacles of corruption, and bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean ; beget the child 
of Christ in the dead womb of nature, and raise 
up children of Abraham’s faith from the very 
stones. Whatever, therefore, the Son of man 
did in the days of his flesh to honour and glo¬ 
rify God, he expecteth us to continue and carry 
forward until he come again. Yea, not only 
expecteth it, but hath provided us with the power 
to fulfil it; which is our baptismal gift, when we 
become partakers of all the benefits of the new 
covenant, and enter into engagements to be wholly 
the Lord’s. Wherefore, as the Apostle Paul did 
exhort Timothy to stir up the gift of the Holy 
Ghost which was in him by the laying on of the 
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bands of the Presbytery, so do I call upon every 
one of you, fay faith, fervent prayer, and willing 
obedience, to stir up the gift that is in you 
by baptism. For which reason we should 
arise to the work of . doing the will of him who 
hath sent us, even as Christ did when he was 
baptized by John; fearing nothing, dearly be¬ 
loved, doubting nothing, but surely believing that 
he who hath called us will also justify us, will 
also sanctify us, will also glorify us. And if he 
glorify us, then will he first glorify himself in us, 
by making us serviceable to the manifestation of 
his glory in the midst of a wicked generation. 
Wherefore I entreat you again to stir up the gift 
that is in you by baptism; to stir it up by faith, 
fervent prayer, and willing obedience. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 

THE METHOD, IS BY TAKING UP THE FALLEN 
HUMANITY. 


LUKE i. 35. 

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God. 

Having opened, in the two foregoing dis¬ 
courses, the origin of the Incarnation, in the will 
of God; and the end of it, for the glory of God; we 
do now proceed to treat of the scheme or method 
of it, in the purpose of God,—concerning which, 
though we have frequently spoken already, we 
have not yet given it that large and sufficient de¬ 
monstration which is needful in a matter of such 
vast importance to the glory of God and the good 
of men. 

This seemeth to me the logical way of handling 
any act of the Godhead : first, to shew wherein it 
originates; then, whereto it tendeth; then, by 
what method it proceedeth; then, in what way 
it is transacted; and finally, with what fruits or 
effects it is followed. The third of these steps, in 
the exposition of our great subject, we do now 
proceed to take, trusting in the help of God. And 
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to the end of opening with due order the method 
which God hath taken to bring about the incar¬ 
nation of his Son, we shall first treat of the com¬ 
position of his Divine person, from his conception 
even unto his resurrection, observing the most 
notable changes which he underwent during that 
period: for with the resurrection 1 regard my 
present subject to conclude. It is only Christ in 
the flesh concerning which I have undertaken to 
discourse: the discourse of Christ from the re¬ 
surrection onw&rd belongeth properly to another 
subject, which is the church; whereof by his 
ascension into glory he became the Head.—After 
taking this view of the composition, and the suc¬ 
cessive changes which passed upon Christ’s person 
until the resurrection, I shall proceed to open, 
in the second part of this sermon, how God, by 
uniting the person of his Son to fallen flesh, doth 
thereby reconcile the whole lump of fallen huma¬ 
nity unto himself, and is enabled, through Christ, 
to save as many as it pleaseth him, without any 
detriment unto, but rather with all illustration of, 
his righteousness and holiness. This will lead us to. 
speak of the universality of the reconciliation, and. 
the individuality of the election; and to shew how 
harmonious and mutually co-operating are these 
two great truths.—From this we shall pass, in the 
third part, tq shew how, by this same method of 
sending his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
God doth remove the law, which is the form of the 
enmity, and bring in unto all the world this dis¬ 
pensation of grace under which we now stand. 
After which we shall conclude this discourse upop 
the method of the Incarnation, with practical 
conclusions and improvements of the whole. 
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PART I. 

With all due reverence, therefore, and,trust in. 
Divine assistance, we do now proceed to open 
the scheme which God had purposed in himself 
for bringing about this most important event 
in creation’s history, that the Son of God, by 
and for whom all things were created and do 
consist, should join himself unto the fallen creation, 
and take up into his own eternal personality the 
human nature, after it had fallen, and become ob¬ 
noxious to all the powers of sin and infirmity 
and rebellion; in order that God might be shewn 
to be greater and mightier far than the creatures 
combined in the confederacy of sin against the 
Creator; and that the state of fallen sinful 
creation, which God had permitted to come to 
pass, might yield forth from its impure and unholy 
womb the most perfect, the most holy, the most 
wonderful Son of God, to be the head and sup¬ 
port, the life, the mover, and the guide of all 
creation, redeemed in the redemption of that crea¬ 
ture substance which he assumed unto himself. 
That Christ took our fallen nature is most mani¬ 
fest, because there was no other in existence 
to take. The fine gold of Adam’s being was 
changed, and the Divine goodness of his will wa$ 
oppressed by the mastery of sin: so that, unless 
God had created the Virgin in Adam’s first estate, 
which is a figment of Romish superstition, it was 
impossible to find in existence any human nature 
but human nature fallen, whereof Christ might 
partake with the brethren. I believe, therefore, 
in opposition to all fantastics, schismatics, and 
sectarians who say the contrary, that Christ took 
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unto himself a true body and a reasonable soul; 
and that the flesh of Christ, like my flesh, was in 
its proper nature mortal and corruptible ; that be 
was ofithe seed of Dasid; that be was of the seed 
Of Abraham, as well as of the seed of the worn am; 
yea, that he was of; the seed of the woman aftexr 
she fell, and not before she fell. Even the time 
far making known the truth that Christ in human 
nature was to oome, did not arrive till after the 
fall, because it was determined in the counsel of 
God. that he who was to come should come in tbd 
fallen state of the creature, and therein he out off'-,* 
yet not for himself—to the end it might be. proved 
that the creature substance which he took, > and 
for ever united to the Godhead, was dot of the 
Godhead a part, though by theGodbead sustained! 
If he had come in the unfallen manhood, aa these 
dreamers say, and had not truly been subject unto 
death, but, for some lesser end and minor objecdh 
and as it were by *intent, had laid aside the man tie of 
the flesh for a season, who would have been able 
to say that th« manbtod of Chrisbhad not become 
deified—'that is, become a part of the Godhead? 
And. if so, then not only he, but all bis members 
likewise, who are to be brought into the very aelft 
same'estate with himself, mustalso he deified, or 
pass into the Godhead; the Creatine become aa 
object of worship; the Creator he mingled with 
the creature; tbs doctrine of God the soul of the 
world brought in, and all the other most wicked 
tenets of the Eastern superstitions of the earth 
tatraduned, in the* room of the most fruitful, 
.most holy mystery of a personal God, separate 
from the creature, yet supporting the creature 
hy< eternal union with, though in perfect distinct 
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ness from, himself, in the person of the Son, 
and through the indwelling of the Divine nature 
in the person of the Holy Ghost; to the end of 
worshipping the invisible Godhead of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, remaining hidden, and for ever 
to remain hidden, in the person of the Father. 
I say, and fearlessly assert, and undertake to 
prove, that this great result and consummation of 
the Divine scheme could not otherwise be attained 
than by the fall of the creature, in order to reveal 
its non-divinity, or prove its creatureship; so that, 
when the Son of God should come to take it unto 
himself, it might, by the very act of dying, shew 
itself, though of him, not to be the very God; and 
when, taken up into that surpassing glory with 
which it is now crowned, it might be for ever 
known to be not human nature deified, but human 
nature uplifted and upheld by God. The fall of all 
creation, spiritual and material, was but a step 
unto the death of the body of Christ; even as the 
creation of all things visible and invisible was only 
a step to the creation of that body. It was because 
the Lamb slain, as well as the God manifested, 
was a part of the Divine purpose, that death came 
into the world. Death knew not what death 
meant, until Christ died; then the mystery of 
death was unfolded unto itself. If the meaning of 
a fall is ever to be understood, it must be studied 
in the cross and tomb of Christ. For if Christ 
had stepped at once out of the infinite and 
invisible into resurrection power and glory, and 
without dying drawn up the creatures into union 
with the same, the creature would have wor¬ 
shipped itself, so clothed with might, adorned 
with beauty, and with stability invested ; instead 
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of w o rs hi p p ing the invisible God of heaven, out'of 
the Ctoature, yet supporting the creature and in¬ 
habiting the creature; therefore the object pf the 
creature's dependence, and the subject of the 
creature's blessedness: but yet essentially separate 
from and advanced above the creature’s noblest 
slate, and therefore properly the object of the 
fcreatufe’s continual worship.—And this is the first 
point into the mystery of Christ’s constitution, his 
taking the substance of the fallen Virgin Mary. 

And now, with respect to the human soul of Christ 
I have next to speak. That Christ had a reason¬ 
able soul, as well as a true body, is a doctrine most 
necessary to be believed; because, otherwise, he 
were not a man, but only the apparition of a man; a 
superior being, who for a certain end and purpose 
had clothed himself with human form—as was often 
done before in manifestations to the Patriarchs and 
the Prophets—which is the fountain of Arianism 
with all its poisoned streams. Besides, if Christ had 
not a reasonable soul, his human feelings and affec¬ 
tions were but an assumed fiction to carry the end 
which his mission had in view; and his sufferings 
and’ his death were a phantasmagoria played off 
before the eyes of men, but by no means entering 
into the vitals of human sympathy, nor proceeding 
from the communion and love of human kind, nor 
answering any end of comforting human suffering, 
and interceding for human weakness, and bringing 
vp again the fallen creature to stand before the 
throne of the grace of God: it is all but a phantasm 
and apparition, like that which appeared unto 
Mknoah and his wife, and transacted wonderful 
things in their presence. This was the source of 
the Gnostic errors in the first ages of the church. 
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Moreover, and most of all, if Christ had not pos¬ 
sessed a reasonable soul, as well as a mortal and 
corruptible body (which yet saw not corruption, 
by the Father's special grace), the Divine nature 
of Christ must have been separated and divorced 
from his human nature during the time it hung 
dead upon the cross and lay buried in the tomb. 
If there had been but two principles, a body, and 
the eternal person of the Son, united in Jesus of 
Nazareth, then, when the body of Christ lay in the 
tomb, the Divinity must have been separated from 
the humanity; and this, though only for an instant 
suffered, would upset the whole constitution of 
God in Christ. For if once the Creator and the 
creature part of Christ, if once the Divine and 
human natures, have been parted, they may be 
parted again; and where then were the assurance 
of creation’s stability in the Christ constitution for 
ever and ever? Essential it is to the purpose of 
God, that, when the nature of the Godhead in 
the person of the Son had joined itself to the 
creature in the substance of manhood, that 
hypostatical union of two distinct natures in one 
person should be established for ever and ever. 
Clearly, therefore, doth it remain, that there must 
be a part of human nature capable of subsisting 
separate from the body, which, when the body 
fell into the curse of death, might maintain the 
continuity of co-existence with the Godhead of 
the Son, until the time came for the Father to 
send the Holy Spirit into his mortal and cor¬ 
ruptible body, and unite it in a glorified state 
unto the Godhead of the Son; which hath the 
while preserved its creature-condition in con¬ 
nexion with the separate soul. And as I said 
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aboTOy that the .fell is to -be understood by medi¬ 
tating that for which it Came to pass—to wit, the 
de ad , body of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world; even so say I now, that the twofold 
nature of man, soul and body, invisible and vi¬ 
sible, is both to be best understood, and most 
surely believed, by meditating upon the same 
! great key of creation—to wit, the Divinity of the 
Sen subsisting in hypostatical union with the 
invisible soul of the man, while the visible body/of 
the man was lying uninformed with any oonser- 
1 vative or vital principle, truly dead, truly cor¬ 
ruptible, but not to corrupt, until it pleased the 
Father to raise it, in reward of Christ’s, faith ffhd 
1 strong cryings, with supplications and tears, that 
he might be delivered from .death; wherein, .be¬ 
cause of bis piety, he was heard. Yea, moretty 8 
is to me the great assurance of a spiritual world 
of separate souls in life, though invisible at this 
time, and in all times since death began his work; 
aud it ib to me the defeat of all those, fantasies 
•who dote and dream concerning the sleep of, the 
aoulfrom death unto the resurrection; and, morP- 
iQver, of that more common, but at the bottom 
sot less pernicious* opinion, that the soul receiveth 
upon its being disembodied some aerial vehicle, 
Borne house of habitation, some tabernacle of very 
subtile matter, wherein to act and to discourse 
<wer God’s creation: which I hold to be no better 
tthan refined and disguised materialism; making 
.void a spiritual world, and also the doctrine of 
Christ’s coming with glory, in visible, sensible hu¬ 
manity, to reign with his saints, in the like huma¬ 
nity, over a purified kingdom of flesh and blood. 

, .Moreover,:! can see bow, for these great ends of 
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putting to silence such manifold fanciful and he¬ 
retical notions, it should have been so distinctly 
declared, and so prominently brought forward in 
the Apostles’ Creed, that the action of his in¬ 
carnation did not terminate at his death ; but that 
he descended into the place of separate spirits, 
and did a work therein—concerning which I do 
not now enter, but only recognise it as a great 
head of doctrine, by means of which those doters 
concerning the sleep of the soul, and the new 
clothing of the soul during its separate estate, 
are to be baffled and befooled. 

Now, concerning the time and manner of our 
Lord’s receiving this reasonable soul, I believe it 
to have been at the same time, and after the 
same manner, in which the rest of the children 
receive it; in opposition to those who hold the 
pre-existence of Christ’s human soul, or that it 
was made before the creatures, for the Son of 
God to possess and unite himself to, and with it 
and by it to create all things visible and invisible, 
and afterwards to come in it and join himself to 
the substance of the Virgin Mary. I hold, with 
the orthodox church, that this is a pestilent error, 
which hath its origin in the confounding of a 
Divine purpose with a Divine act, and endeth in 
various evil consequences, which I shall in a 
few words expose. With respect to its origin: 
That the Creator had himself, and his own ap¬ 
pearing in creature form, fully and mainly in his 
eye from the first beginning and through the 
several actings of creation, there is and can be 
no question, among those who meditate such 
matters, or read the Holy Scriptures—for example, 
the first chapter of Colossians, the first chapter of 
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Hebrews, and the eighth chapter of the Proverbs. 
Every thing that hath been done by God out of 
himself, was done in the contemplation ahd to the 
end of himself becoming unto creatures manifest 
in creature form; and that creature form was the 
form of risen God-manhood. But to suppose that 
to the effecting of this purpose it was necessary 
that the Creator should first create a human 60 ul, 
in which and by which to create all things, is a 
gratuitous hypothesis to represent a purpose by 
an act, and to destroy altogether the beauty, 
harmony, and order of the Divine idea, developing 
itself by slow and sure progression, and at length 
manifesting itself in the birth of Immanuel the 
Virgin's Son. Moreover, if the human soul of 
Christ was thus before creation hypostatioally 
united with the Divinity of the Son, we have an 
in-spiritual before we have an in-carnate God; we 
have God in union with spiritual creation subsist* 
ing, and therefore unto spiritual creatures mani¬ 
fest, before we have God in union with flesh 
subsisting: now this is to destroy the whole tenor 
of the Scriptures and scheme of God, which re* 
present the angels and all creation hanging upon 
the lips of promise, and looking with faith unto 
the symbols of the Man about to be, and travailing 
With hope until the great end of all things should 
appear. Besides, it wholly destroys the conti¬ 
nuity of things, and casts them back again upon 
themselves, to say that a soul which had known 
and effected the creation should pass into infantine 
ignorance and childhood-simplicity, and ascend 
through all the stages of a human life. Moreover, 
then creation hath uot fallen wholly, for this 
pre-existent soul hath never found a fell; and, 
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being united with the body of Christ, is still the 
creature in the unfallen state; and so the better 
half of the man Christ is unfallen, and the other 
half of him is fallen. Strange conjunction! and 
heterogeneous mixture ! Believing, therefore, and 
holding it to be a point of great importance to 
believe, that the human soul of Christ came 
unto him just as the human soul of another man, 
we proceed a little further to open the nature of 
the person thus constituted. 

God at first, when he had created man, breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, and he be¬ 
came a living soul. Such a living soul is, there¬ 
fore, the definition of man : “ the first Adam 
was made a living soul.” Again; it is said, “the 
body returneth unto the dust, and the soul to him 
that gave it.” Man, therefore, is a body of dust 
and a soul given by God, in a state of living union. 
Man is not a body of flesh, nor is man a disembo¬ 
died soul; but these two in living union consti¬ 
tute a man. From the time that Christ was con¬ 
ceived by the Holy Ghost in the womb of the 
Virgin was he both body and soul of man. He 
was not soul of man before he was body of man; 
but he was soul and body of man from the 
same moment of his conception. From which 
moment, also, the Holy Ghost abode in him and 
sanctified him : so that he was in very deed a holy 
thing from the beginning of his creature being : 
which distinctly to understand it is necessary to 
have clear views of the Divine purpose, as it is con¬ 
tained in these words, “ The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee : therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
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Son ef God.” In these words we have all the 
direct information which Scripture affordeth con¬ 
cerning this great act of God, which was the end 
of all the promises of God from the Fall onwards; 
and we are told that it was an act done by the 
Highest in the person of the Holy Ghost. Nov* 
every act of the Holy Ghost is an act of the 
Father and the Son, from whom the Holy Ghost 
proceedeth. The Holy Ghost worketh nothing of 
himself, but worketh the common pleasure of the 
Father and the Son. In the creation, therefore, 
of this body of Christ of the woman’s substance, 
there is an act of the Father’s will and a word of 
the Son assenting thereto. The word of the Son 
is given unto us by St. Paul in the xth of the 
Hebrews: “ A body hast thou prepared for me..... 
Then said I, Lo, I come; in the volume of the book 
it is written of me, to do thy will, O God. In which 
words are contained both the will of the Fathdi', 
that it should be so done; and the word of Christ; 
consenting so to do. And what is the thing thus 
willed of the Father and assented to of the Son . It 
is,, that he should take the body which the F* 
ther would prepare for him. This was the co¬ 
venant between the Father and the Son: this was 
the purpose in the Christ: the Father willing 
it out of very goodness, that he might manifest 
himself unto creatures which were to be made, 
and support the creation in blessedness for ever; 
the Son consenting to it out of very dutifulness 
unto his Father, together with the same goodness 
junto the creature; and, thus the covenant be¬ 
tween the Father and the Son being willed and 
worded, the Holy Ghost, of very delight m the 
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communion of the Father and the Son, to execute 
what their pleasure is, and likewise, of very good¬ 
ness to the creature, consented to prepare that 
body, so willed and so worded by the Godhead. 
And with this view, of preparing a body for the 
Son of God and acting forth the eternal covenant, 
the Holy Ghost created all things out of nothing, 
and began as it were the collecting of materials, and 
the putting together of scaffoldings, for the con¬ 
struction of that body in which, as in a holy temple. 
Godhead should abide, and shew itself for ever; 
and by which, as the great head of intelligence, 
heart of love, and right hand of power, the God¬ 
head should for ever perform the pleasure of its 
will and bring forth the harmony of its purpose. 
And now, when a spiritual world had been cre¬ 
ated, and by its fall demonstrated that it was not 
an end in itself; and when a visible world had 
been superadded thereunto, and by its fall shewn 
that neither was this the end of the purpose ; the 
fulness of the time being come, forth proceedeth 
the Holy Ghost to lay the foundation-stone of 
that temple of the Divinity, to bring into being 
that right-hand Man of God, to form that body 
(bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh) which had 
been the great end of God in coming forth at all by 
creation to give existence beside himself. And the 
instant that act of the Holy Ghost began, in the 
very beginning of it, in the instant of life quicken¬ 
ed before the sight of God, did the Son, in his 
independent personality, once and for ever join 
himself to the holy thing, which by that conjunc¬ 
tion became properly named the Son of God. 
And such I conceive to be the mystery of this 
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conception of the Child whose name is Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Everlasting Father, the mighty 
God, the Prince of Peace. 

And as his conception was, such also was hi$ 
life; his constitution never changing; being in thp 
embryo what it was in the man of stature; being. 
in the humiliation what it was in the exaltation, 
what it is now, and what it shall be for ever and. 
for ever. The constitution of his being is un-r 
changeable: the development of its power andi 
glory being the only cause of apparent change. 
And what is this wonderful constitution of the 
Christ of God T It is the substance of the God- ■ 
head in the person of the Son, and the substanee. 
of the creature in the state of fallen manhood,/ 
united, yet not mixed, but most distinct for ever. 
And is this all ? No : this is not all. With humi¬ 
lity be it spoken, but yet with truth and verity, 
that the fallen humanity could not have beem 
sanctified and redeemed by the union of the Son ■ 
alone; which directly leadeth unto an inmixing < 
and confusing of the Divine with the human nar > 
ture, that pestilent heresy of Eutyches. The 
human nature is thoroughly fallen; and without 
a thorough communication, inhabitation, and em¬ 
powering of a Divine substance, it cannot again 
be brought up pure and holy. The mere appre¬ 
hension of it by the Son, doth not make it holy. 
Such an union leads directly to the apotheosis or 
deification of the creature, and this again does 
away with the mystery of a Trinity in the God¬ 
head. Yet do I not hesitate to assert, that this 
is the idea of the person of Christ generally set 
forth: and the effect has been to withdraw from 
the eye of the church the work of the Holy Spirit 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE METHOD. 


xiv(i40) 

in the Incarnation, which is as truly the great de¬ 
monstration of the Spirit’s power and manner of 
working, as the Incarnation itself is of the Father’s 
goodness, and the Son’s surpassing love. This 
comes from the omission of the third part in the 
composition of Christ, which is, the substance of 
the Godhead in the person of the Holy Ghost: to 
whose Divine presence and power it is that the 
creation of the body in the womb of the virgin 
is given, the mighty works which Christ did as¬ 
cribed, and the spotlessness of his sacrifice attri¬ 
buted, in Holy Scripture. The Holy Ghost sanc¬ 
tifying and empowering the manhood of Christ 
even from his mother’s womb, is the manifestation 
both of the Father and of the Son in his manhood, 
because the Holy Ghost testifieth of the Father 
and of the Son, and of them only : so that in the 
manhood of Christ was exhibited all of the God¬ 
head that shall ever be exhibited, Father, Son, 
and Spirit; according as it is written, “ In him 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” or 
in a body. The time was not come for manifest¬ 
ing it gloriously, because the heat of battle 
was then going forward, when the warrior is all 
soiled with sweat, and dust, and blood. He was 
wrestling with sin, in sin’s own obscure dwell¬ 
ing-place ; against the powers of darkness, in their 
dark abode : he was overcoming sin in the flesh. 
And therefore was it that he appeared not in the 
glorious raiment of a conqueror, or in the full 
majesty of a possessor, as he shall appear when 
he cometh the second time. Nevertheless, he 
was the person of the Eternal Son, manifesting 
forth the will of the Father and the work of the 
Holy Ghost, as well as the word of the Son, in 
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manhood, yfla, in fallen manhood. He took up the 
oreature in its: lowest estate, ia (order to justify 
God therein, by proving how good even that estate 
was; verily to prove that it was holy; a part of the 
scheme ; of him whose name and style is Holy, 
Holy, Holy; yea, moreover, that it was a state of 
the creature necessary for the knowledge of God* 
as the God of grace, mercy, and peace. Christ, 
in fallen manhood redeemed, Christ as theLapfo, 
shun, is, let me tell these silly dreamers, a ne¬ 
cessary exhibition of the Godhead* to the end, 
that .its love, its grace, its pity, its compassion,, 
might be known, as well as its goodness and might 
and majesty and power. , v - 

For! my own satisfaction, and for the satisfac-* 
tiott of all unsophisticated orthodox members of 
Christ's church, I should concave the foregoing 
opening of the subject to be quite sufficient; but* f 
what with the malice of Satan, the ignorance of 
mem, and the multitude of those who malign the 
truth which I preach, holding me for a speculator 
or .a .fool, or even a roadman, I deem it g-oodtoi 
argue this matter a little, in order to pat to silence, 
the gainsaying of foolish men, and to establish the 
church m so fundamental a point of doctrine. And 
therefore, at the risk of being thought tedious by 
the enlightened and the believing, L shall enter a 
little:more particularly into this question, and em 
deavourto set .the matter in a still fuller and clearer 
light, by opening those successive anointings with 
the Holy Ghost whioh our Saviour received, those 
apparent changes through which his humanity 
passed; before he became High Priest in foil de^ 
glee, , and did receive that glurious body. which 
was prepared for.him by- the Father. 
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There was this peculiarity in Aaron’s consecra¬ 
tion to the office of the high priest, that he was 
anointed with the holy oil of consecration upon 
the head which flowed down his beard, and unto 
the skirts of his garment. The rest of the priests 
were not thus anointed, but sprinkled with a mix¬ 
ture of blood and oil, as was Aaron also. But 
this anointing over his whole person, like his birth¬ 
right and his garments, was proper to Aaron as 
high priest; and, being so, is a point of much im¬ 
portance towards understanding Christ’s peculiar 
anointing with the Holy Ghost; for that most 
holy oil of consecration is every where used as 
the emblem of the Holy Ghost, with which Christ 
was anointed above measure. “ I have found 
David my servant: with my holy oil have I anoint¬ 
ed him.” (Psalm Ixxxix.) “ The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, because he hath anointed me.’ 
Now, of this anointing there is a threefold act 
to be noticed in Christ’s life ; the first being from 
the time of the existence of his body—indeed, it 
was this anointing with the Holy Ghost which 
gave his body existence : “ The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee; and the holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.” It was not with Christ, in this respect, as 
it was with Jeremiah and the Baptist, who were 
fdled with the Holy Ghost from the mother’s 
womb : He was not merely filled with the Holy 
Ghost, but the Holy Ghost was the author of 
his bodily life, the quickener of that substance 
which he took from fallen humanity: or, to speak 
more correctly, the Holy Ghost uniting himself 
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for ever to the human soul of Jesus, in virtue and 
in consequence of the Second Person of the Tri¬ 
nity having united himself thereto, this threefold 
spiritual substance, the only begotten Son, the 
human soul, and the Holy Spirit—(or rather two¬ 
fold, one of the parts being two-fold in itself' 
for we may not mingle the Divine nature with 
the human nature^ nor may we mingle the per¬ 
sonality of the Holy Ghost with the personality « 
of the Son)—The Eternal Son, therefore, humbling 
himself to the human soul, and the human soul 
taken possession of fay the Holy Ghost, this Spit 
ritual substance (of two natures only, though of 
three parte) did animate and give life to the flesh 
Of: the Lord Jesus; which was flesh in the fallen 
State; and liable to all the temptations to which 
flesh is liable : but the soul of Christ, thus anoint¬ 
ed with the Holy Ghost, did ever resist ahd 
reject the suggestions of evil. 1 wish it to be 
dearly understood—and this is the proper place 
for declaring it—that I believe it to be necessary 
onto salvation that a man should believe that 
Christ’s soul was so held io possession by the 
Holy Ghost, and so supported by the Divine nu¬ 
tate, as that it never assented unto an evil sug¬ 
gestion, and never originated an evil suggestion: 
While, upon the other hand, his flesh was of that 
mortal and corruptible kind, which is liable to all 
forms of evil suggestion and temptation, through 
its participation in a fallen nature and a fallen 
world: and that thus, though at all points assail¬ 
able through his flesh, he was in all respects holy; 
seeing wiekedness consisteth not in being tempted, 
but in yielding to tbe temptation. This, I say, I 
consider to be an article of faith necessary for 
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salvation: and the opposite of it, which holdeth 
that his flesh was unfallen, and not liable to all 
temptation by sin, nor conscious to it, I hold to 
be a virtual denial of his humanity ; a removal of 
us from the fellowship of his mediation; a removal 
of him from the sympathy of our sufferings and 
temptations; and a bringing in of many ancient 
heresies, which the church condemned ; and, if I 
err not, it is the re-appearance of that spirit of 
Antichrist, mentioned by St. John in these words, 

“ Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh, is not of God.” I foresee, 
moreover, that if some one will not stand boldly 
forth to bear the odium of this point of orthodox 
faith, and to redargue the gainsayers of it, to such 
a pitch of sickly sentimentalism are we come, that 
a confirmed system of heterodox doctrine and 
pharisaical life will be the fatal issue. For, is it 
not a thing clear as noon-day, that if you are 
ashamed to think the holy soul of Jesus should 
inhabit mortal and corruptible flesh, which must 
first be a little purified before the Divine glory 
will consent to tabernacle in it, then you will be 
also ashamed, after you have been sanctified of the 
Holy Ghost, to confess the sinfulness of your own 
flesh, but will think and believe, with the Arrui- 
nians, that it hath received a purification ? and, 
thus purified, you will loathe to mingle again with 
publicans and sinners, lest you should be tainted 
anew; and you will say, “ Stand off: I am holier 
than thou.” While Christ carried about with 
him this mortal and corruptible body, which lay 
open and assailable to the assaults of the devil, 
the world, and the flesh, he was able to meet the 
demands of the Law, Thou shalt not do this. Thou 
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"shall not do that; because he was 1 temptedtodo it, 
and yet did it not. But unless he bad been' liable 
and obnoxious to do the evil, there would :have 
‘ been no merit in regaining from itV and: keeping 
the: commandment. He did ever, therefore, prefer 
the Creator unto the creature, the glory of his 
Father to the glory of things seen and temporal, 
■the law of the Spirit to the law of the fresh, his 
Father's will unto his own -will; and- so was fitted 
to be the sacrifice, holy and blameless, without 
'fault in the sight of God and in the'sight'of man. 
*• He did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth.....he : was holy, harmless, undefiled, and 
' separate from sinners; ” and yet carrying about 
'with him a tabernacle of flesh, into which our 
'mortal enemies had poured all their poisoned!ar¬ 
rows. This fallen creature substance, thus preyed 
■upon, thus wrestled for, by him that had thepower 
of death and of corruption, our Lord and Re¬ 
deemer must redeem out of the hands of -the 
enemy, and carry into the acceptable and honour¬ 
able place of the right hand of the Majesty on 
high : which being accomplished, it was proved 
that a created substance, in which sm and Satan 
had power, might yet be wrested out of their 
bands, and presented blameless' and fruitless in 
■the presence of God; which I take to be the-one 
great -thing to be demonstrated. Bnt if Christ's 
1 flesh was never obnoxious to Satan’s power as 
mine is, but in some lesser degree, or not at all, 

■ what proof have I received by his resurrection 
• that I also am capable of resurrection ? The saints 
who rose with bim might, indeed, afford some hope 
■to me, but his rising could afford none. Isay, 
‘ then, that Christ’s flesh was as mine is, liable 
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to all temptation, that through it he might be 
tempted like as we are ; but that his soul, though 
brought into consciousness and feeling of these 
temptations through its union to his body, as 
my soul is to my body united, was yet, through 
its having been taken possession of by the Holy 
Ghost, and that in consequence of its having been 
taken up into union with the Second Person, pre¬ 
vented from ever yielding to any of those tempta¬ 
tions to which it was brought conscious, and did 
reject them every one—yea, did mourn and grieve, 
and pray to God continually, that it might be de¬ 
livered from the mortality, corruption, temptation, 
which it felt in its fleshly tabernacle; and was 
heard in that it feared. Now, no one was ever thus 
anointed with the Holy Ghost. For though Jere¬ 
miah and the Baptist are declared to have been 
filled with the Holy Ghost from their mother’s 
womb, yet their souls came not possessed with the 
Holy Ghost, for they were born by ordinary gene¬ 
ration ; and therefore they must have been capable 
of regeneration ; which implies that they were in 
their creation-state sinful, seeing they needed the 
washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. It is not the time during which we are 
unregenerate, nor is it the number of sins which we 
have committed in our unregenerate state, but it is 
the fact that we need regeneration, which constitutes 
our original sinfulness in the sight of a holy God. 

2. Now, though I have thus fully discoursed of 
the birth-holiness of our Lord Jesus Christ, I do 
not think that this anointing of the Holy Ghost 
is that which constitutes him High Priest; which 
office, as both Peter (Acts ii.) and Paul (Heb. v.) 
declare, he took not upon him until after, or 
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rather by virtue of, his resurrection, when he proved 
himself to be the first begotten. And what, then, is 
this first anointing of the Holy Ghost answerable 
to under the law? It conrespondeth to the seven 
holy things of the sanctuary, which were anointed 
with holy oil, before there was a high priest to 
minister , thereat. By virtue of this anointing, his 
body became the holy altar, the holy laver, the holy 
shew-bread, the holy lamp, the holy golden table, 
and the holy ark of the covenant; but he was not 
the High Priest as yet, who is to minister thereat. 
Neither did he become the High Priest in virtue of 
his anointing with the Holy Spirit upon the occa¬ 
sion of his baptism; which, if I err not, was his 
anointing to the prophetical office, answering to 
the anointing of Elisha by the hand of Elijah. For 
John the Baptist, which is Elias, expressly de- 
claretb, that the reason of his coming to baptize 
with water was, that the Lamb of God should be 
made manifest to Israel: as it is written, John i. 33, 
“ And I knew him not, but he that sent me to 
baptize with water, the same said unto me. Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and 
remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost.” Yet that Christ did not 
baptize with the Holy Ghost until after his resurrec¬ 
tion, is expressly declared by the Evangelist John, 
in these words, “ For the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given”—or, as it is in the original, “ was not yet,” 
that is, was not manifested as the Spirit of Christ— 
“ because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” Mean¬ 
while, therefore, John the Baptist, by the baptism 
of water, did make Jesus manifest as the Prophet 
of Israel, about to become the Baptizer with the 
Holy Ghost; as Elias anointed Elisha to be prophet 
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in his room, so the Baptist anointed Christ. And 
yet it was not the Baptist's sprinkling or anointing 
with water, but the Holy Ghost descending in the 
form of a dove, which manifested Jesus as the Son 
of God, in whom he was well pleased. But this 
is a nice point, upon which it may be necessary 
to discourse a little before going forward. 

The first question is, What connexion the bap¬ 
tism by John had with the manifestation of Jesns 
unto Israel ? I answer, It was not the very ma¬ 
nifestation, but a necessary step to it. The Holy 
Ghost, being minded to connect himself with 
the ordinance of washing with water, would not 
manifest himself unto the people as the property of 
Christ ever after to be holden anddispensed byhirn, 
until that same ordinance of baptism had been done 
on him also. By this Divine arrangement two things 
are, moreover, taught,—that baptizing with water 
is not in itself the substance of the ordinance, but 
needeth to have joined therewith the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost. For not only were these two 
things separated in the baptism of Christ, but in 
the Acts of the Apostles we read of some who 
had been baptized into the baptism of John and 
had not received the Holy Ghost, nor even known 
that there was a Holy Ghost. So that John’s 
baptism was a baptism unto expectation; but 
Christ’s baptism is a baptism unto possession. 
And, methinks, in these times they believe them¬ 
selves to be baptized only into the expectation 
of receiving, and not into the actual receiving, of 
the Holy Ghost; into John’s baptism, and not 
into Christ’s baptism ; which will be followed 
with the forgetting that there is a Holy Ghost.— 
Another question, arising out of this special 
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anointing of the Holy Ghost, is* Whereto did: it 
profit? andforwhat end was it given ? I answer. 
That it did profit unto the information of Christ’s 
mind with all prophetic wisdom and with all' 
prophetic power of signs and wonders; and it was 
unto the end of fitting him for the office of preach¬ 
ing the Gospel unto the poor, of binding up the 
broken-hearted, of proclaiming liberty to the cap¬ 
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that; 
are bound, of proclaiming the acceptable year of 
the Lord. But it may be asked, Was not Christ 
furnished with this power even from his mother’s- 
womb ? 1 answer. No: He “ grew in stature and 
in wisdom, and in favour with God and man.” He 
truly passed through the various stagee, from child¬ 
hood up to manhood, not merely as to his body, 
but as to his mind; and in order to enable him 
to speak as never man spake he must have a 
special power of the Holy Ghost, as well as to 
enable him to heal all that were oppressed with 
the devil. But on this point let the Apostle 
Peter speak, who said unto Cornelius and his com¬ 
pany, “ The word which God sent unto the children 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all—that word, I say, ye know; which 
was published throughout all Judea, and began 
from Galilee; after the baptism which John preach¬ 
ed ; how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power; who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil, for God was with him.” It may be 
asked further, And what signification could there 
be in washing Christ with water, who had done 
no sin? I answer* Just the same reason as there 
was for the purification of his mother, and for hie 
[K]b a 
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own circumcision; because he possessed the same 
flesh with other men, and therefore needed, like 
other men, as he said unto John, to “ fulfil all 
righteousness.” For when John said, “ I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to 
me ? Jesus, answering, said unto him. Suffer it 
to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness.”—These are great visible de¬ 
monstrations of the truth which we have argued 
above, that Christ took flesh and blood with the 
brethren : as it is written, “ Forasmuch as the 
children were partakers of flesh and blood, he 
himself also took part of the same.” It was 
signified, by his baptism in Jordan, that he was 
clean from the sins and defilements of flesh, 
through the Holy Ghost dwelling in his soul. His 
baptism with water signified that he was the 
washed, cleansed, and holy One ; and the baptism 
of the others signified, that through One, whom 
John testified of, they also should be washed 
and purified, when He should come who would 
baptize with the Holy Ghost. John’s baptism 
was for the manifestation of Jesus as the Bap- 
tizer with the Holy Ghost; and when the Holy 
Ghost had manifested Jesus from amongst the 
baptized with water, John's baptism did point 
to this One as its end; did, as it were, hand the 
people over to him, as the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world, and baptizeth 
whom the Father pleaseth with the Holy Ghost. 
They had therefore to believe upon Jesus, as the 
Lamb of God about to be sacrificed, and as the 
quickening Spirit, the Second Adam, about to 
beget sons unto God. John's baptism did point the 
respects of men unto Jesus the Prophet, and unto 
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Jesus the Lamb slain, and unto Jesus the risen 
Christ and Lord, who received power at his re¬ 
surrection, and on the day of Pentecost pot it forth 
in baptizing with the Holy Ghost. 

There is yet another, and a higher mystery, in 
that baptism with the Holy Ghost which Christ 
received at his baptism with water, besides that 
which we have opened above: it did not only 
Constitute him the Prophet and possess him with 
all prophetic gifts, and shew him as the Prophet 
the seal of all the prophets—from whom they 
had derived their light, as the morning-star de-> 
rivetb its light from the sun, whose rising iff 
doth herald unto the earth—but, moreover, this 
baptism with the Holy Ghost was to him truly 
and literally that same baptism of poorer and holU 
ness with which he was afterwards to baptize hi* 
church, when he should have ascended up on 
high. The baptism which he received ih his con¬ 
ception enabled him to keep the law, and to folfil 
all the righteousness of the law; but it did no 
more: and to this completion of the legal work 
healludeth, when he said unto the hesitating Bap¬ 
tist , 1 “ for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous¬ 
ness.” But after his baptism with the Holy Ghost 
be began to live the life above law which his 
church, that should be afterwards baptized, was 
to live until his second coming. God testified 
that Jesus of Nazareth was the person whom he 
had by the Baptist fore&hewn, as about to baptize 
with the Holy Ghost, by baptizing him then and 
there upon the spot. Thus giving him the prece¬ 
dency of all the baptized spiritual church, as in 
bis resurrection he hath the precedency of alt the 
resurrection church. In his life, anterior to John's 
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baptism, he fulfilled the law, and made it honour^ 
able, and gathered up its authority and its righte¬ 
ousness into his own person, to do with it as he 
might see good; but from John’s baptism he began 
to set it aside, as we Christians are required to 
do, and to live a life in the power of the demon¬ 
stration of the Holy Ghost, as we also are required 
to do. From that time forth, accordingly, began 
his conflict with the spirits of darkness, such as we 
unto this day have to maintain: from that time 
forth, also, began his power of casting out spirits, 
of preaching the Gospel, of forgiving sin, of heal¬ 
ing infirmities, of liberty and of power; in which 
spiritual course also, all that have been baptized 
with the Spirit are required to walk. Thus he 
shewed us an example that we should follow his 
steps; and hereby he became the great prototype 
of a Christian, as he had been the great antitype 
of all the holy men under the law*. And this con¬ 
tinued, as I judge, until he fell into the agony and 
the pangs of death; when the power of the Spirit, 
through which he had enjoyed the light of his 
Father’s countenance, was for a season removed 
away, that he might know the hour and the power 
of darkness; and so become the great example 
unto his church of patience, resignation, faith, and 
every grace of suffering, under those desertions of 
the Divine presence, and oppressions of the powers 
of darkness, to which his church was again and 
again, and very often, to be subjected, by the 
sovereign will and disposal of God. 

In thus pointing out the successive changes of 
condition which Christ underwent in the days of 
his flesh, I am opening the wisdom of God in 
bringing our Great High Priest unto perfection. 
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1 am unfolding no change in the eternal and essen¬ 
tial Divinity of the Son, which is unchangeable, 
being very God of very God; but I am unfolding 
certain ^changes which passed upon the huma¬ 
nity, and by virtue of which the humanity was 
brought from the likeness of fallen sinful flesh, 
through various changes, unto that immortality and 
incorruption and sovereign Lordship whereunto it 
hath now attained, and wherein it shall for ever 
abide. For to me it is most manifest, that the eternal 
Gndim&4- of the Son did not despise the Virgin’s 
womn, but was in deed and in truth united per¬ 
sonally vvith the embryo of a man—was born into 
the world a babe, and laid in a manger. So that 
what the Virgin bore is to be called very God ; 
yrhat was laid in a manger is to be called very 
God. What was circumcised; what sought know¬ 
ledge of the scribes and doctors in the temple; 
what grew in wisdom and in stature, and in fa¬ 
vour with God and man; what was in subjection 
to his parents; what was baptized in Jordan; 
what was tempted of the devil; what went about 
doing good, healing all that were oppressed with 
the devil; what was crucified; what died—all 
these actings and sufferings are proper unto God 
in that human nature, which is as much of him 
.as the .Divine nature is of him. There is a double 
operation, a two-fold will—as we shall hereafter 
explain—one with the Godhead ever consub- 
Stantial, and out of the absolute unto the manhood 
condescending, in order to suffer and to act: the 
Godhead ever emptying itself into the manhood : 
the manhood not containing the Godhead, but 
consenting with harmony to the mind of the God* 
head. And not until these two operations have 
taken place is any act of Christ’s complete. The 
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person, the I who speaketh, acteth, suffereth in 
Christ, is not the Divine nature, nor yet is it the 
human nature, alone; but it is the Divine nature 
having passed into the human nature, and therein 
effecting its will and purpose of acting or of suffer¬ 
ing. I totally reject—for reasons which will ap¬ 
pear in the sequel of this discourse—the language 
of those divines who say, ‘ Now the Divine nature 
acteth, now the human nature acteth;’ language 
which I hold to be essentially Nestorian, making 
two persons in Christ. I say, on the other hand, 
that in every act of Christ the Divine nature acteth 
and the human nature acteth ; the former, by self¬ 
contraction unto the measure of the latter; the 
latter, by coming into harmony with the former 
through the mighty power of the Holy Ghost. 
In therefore pointing out the successive changes 
which passed upon the humanity of Christ, and 
shewing him, first as a man under the Law ; then 
as a man under the Spirit, enjoying the joy of 
God’s chosen ones; then under the hour and 
power of darkness, suffering the agonies of God’s 
chosen ones, when it pleaseth the Father for their 
sins to chastise and rebuke them; I am doing no 
more than shewing the gradual progress unto per¬ 
fection through which the body, the humanity, of 
Christ came, that it might be, during the days of 
his flesh, the perfect thing, the all-exemplifying 
thing, the beginning and the ending, the alpha 
and the omega, the first and the last; both the 
Jew and the Gentile, the circumcised and the 
baptized, the living and the dead, and the living 
for evermore. And it doth but remain that we 
proceed a little onwards to speak of the dead body 
of Christ while it lay in the tomb, yet saw not 
corruption. 
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'i 13 ** Thetrue doctrine^ therefore, of Ghrist’shOdy^ 
astoits mortality or lmmortaHty, seemeth W' W 
rightly expressed thus: The flesh he tookoftbe 
Virgin was mortal and corruptible, in the same 1 
manner, to the same degree, and for the same 
retaon, that 1 the rest of her flesh which whs not 
taken, that all flesh whatsoever of Adam and! 
Eve descended, is mortal and corruptible. Which 
attributes of mortality and corruption flesh 
riveth not from the manner of its jiropagatieh, y ' 
nor from its propagation at all, but anterior' 
to all propagation, from that very ward of God' 
which saitb, “ In the day that thou eateSt therCoP 
thou shahsurely die.” When the fruit of the ' 
forbidden tree had been eaten, from that time 
forth flesh—that is, the' body of man 1 , the bo¬ 
dies of all men, in our first parents contained;' 
as all trees and plants were contained in the 
trees and plants which God created and made— 
the body of flesh, 1 Bay; became mortal and 
corruptible from thence ; and shall so continue; 
until all flesh shall have passed into death, anterior; 
to the universal resurrection and Common judg¬ 
ment. And I may observe, by the way; that the 
universality, the stability, the unchangeableness 
of this, the law of all body of Adam descended, 
doth raise into a very high and vast importance ‘ 
those exceptions of Enoch and Elias, the oaly ones ’ 
which have ever been permitted—and undoubtedly 
not without the gravest causes and greatest ends : 
permitted; which 1 think are, to shadow forth the 
great mystery which Paul teacheth in t Oor. xv. 
that “ we shall not all sleep; but we shall all be 
changed.” This change of the living, God was • 
net to shew in the person of his own Son, who 
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before the foundation of the world was destined 
to be slain : therefore it was necessary to shew it 
forth in some one or other of the types and fore¬ 
runners of his Son. And yet, to the end that in 
this also he might have the pre-eminence, the 
transfiguration upon the Mount was given, and 
Elias made to attend upon the changed Lord; in 
order to signify and shew, that not only did the 
resurrection stand in Christ, but likewise the 
changing of the living, the rapture of the saints, 
which was foreshadowed in the rapture of Elias. 
But whether there be any speciality in the trans¬ 
lation of Enoch, besides and above that which 
was in the changing of Elias, and what that 
speciality is, I confess myself at present unable 
to say. Seeing then, that the law of flesh, un¬ 
deviated from save in those two exceptions, 
is to be mortal and corruptible, I hold, that 
wherever flesh is mentioned in Scripture, mor¬ 
tality and corruption are the attributes of it; and 
that when it is said Christ came in the flesh, 
it is distinctly averred that he came in a mortal 
and corruptible substance : and, though I would 
judge no one, yet would I warn the church to 
take care how they undervalue or contradict the 
mortality and corruptibleness of Christ's body, 
which I hold to be no less an error than to deny 
that the Son of God is come in the flesh. 

Well then, Christ, having taken to himself mortal 
and corruptible flesh, the work of the Holy Ghost 
consisteth in making that flesh immortal and in¬ 
corruptible ; but first it must be proved to be 
mortal, before it can be proved to be immortal. 
Immortal, Christ is to become, by overcoming 
death, and him that had the power of death ; not by 
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escaping and never seeing death, but by seeing it, 
tasting of it, and overcoming it. He-died, there 1 - 
fore, because he had taken flesh and Mood with the 
brethren; because he had taken true flesh. And 
the man who says that Christ did not die by the 
common property of flesh to die, because it was 
accursed in the loins of our first permits, that man 
doth deny that Christ was under the curse; he 
doth deny that Christ was made a curse at all; 
he doth deny that Christ was made sin at all; yen, 
he doth deny that the Word Was made flesh at all. 
Christ came to death, in order to prove himself to 
be of the seed of Adam, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the seed of David, and of the substance of the 
virgin; bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. 
For, if flesh, in the holy Scriptures, every where 
else meaneth that substance from Adam generated 
under the law of sin and death; then, where it is 
said that the Word was made flesh, it must be 
meant that he was made this very same substance; 
or else the Holy Spirit doth speak an enigmatical; 
yea, and a deceptions language. 

But, besides this, the establishment of Christ’s 
very and true manhood in the fallen state thereof; 
which could only be unequivocally and indubitably 
demonstrated by death, it was necessary, more¬ 
over, to demonstrate that he differed from all men 
in this respect, that he never sinned ; for, if he 
sinned, atonement and reconciliation are made 
void for ever. It must be shewn, that the death 
which he died he died not for his own sins, but for 
the sinB of the world; that it'Was vicarious, and 
not in his own deserving; that it was for the Fa¬ 
ther’s glory, and not for his own punishment; that 
it was with free-will acting of the Second Person 
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unto the fulfilment of an eternal purpose of God¬ 
head, and not a necessity induced by any cause 
or for any sake. Yea, I will go a little higher, 
and say, it was necessary to prove that death itself, 
and sin itself, were only servants unto the glory of 
the Divine purpose in Christ; and that a fallen 
world was only the stage between a created world 
and a redeemed world ; and a stage as necessary 
to be gone through, for the manifestation of the 
Divine purpose, as creation itself. And how is 
the subserviency of sin, and the subserviency of 
death, unto the great purpose of God and the 
glory of Christ, to be demonstrated ? I answer. 
By his dying, and yet not seeing corruption. To 
corrupt, is for flesh to change its form, and dis¬ 
solve again into its primeval dust: corruption is 
the great proof of a creation fallen. Creation out 
of the dust composeth flesh : corruption, the anta¬ 
gonist of creation, into dust resolveth flesh again. 
If Christ, therefore, was in very flesh; nay, if Christ 
was not an angel, or an archangel—that is, if he 
wore visible and material form; that is, if he had 
a body—then he must be liable to corruption, as 
well as to death. And why then, seeing he saw 
death, saw he not corruption ? This question 
let the Holy Ghost himself answer, as it is written 
in the xvith Psalm, at the 8th verse: “ I have set 
the Lord always before me: because he is at my 
right hand I shall not be moved: therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh 
also shall rest in hope.” Why, I ask, shall his 
flesh rest in hope? For the same reason for 
which his heart is glad, and his glory rejoiceth,— 
because he hath set the Lord always before him, 
because the Lord is at his right hand. Therefore 
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his flesh restetk in hope; therefore also, he con-- 
tioueth, “ Thou wilt not leave my soul > in belt 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to; see 
corruption.” This deliveranee from seeing oortup* 
lion he received, because he wasGod’s Holy-One; 
because he had set the Lord always before him; 
because be faad listened to the counsel of the Loud; 
because he had made the Lord, the portion ofbhis 
inheritance andofhis cup; because he had not 
offered the drink<-offering« of Moody idolaters, 
nor taken, up their names into his lips; because 
his delights had been .with the excellent in the 
earthy and the saints; because Jehothhi he >had 
(declared- to. be his Lord; because in God he did 
put his trust : or, in one word!: to < sum up /the 
-various descriptions of bis life by the Holy Ghost 
-in this Psalm, because he had lived a life of faith, 
and of prayer, and of holiness undefiled. This 
is the reason why he saw not corruption. This fo 
-the retton why he could not be held by the pains 
of death. (Acts ii.) This also is the reason why, he 
-was saved from death (Heb. v. 7); because 4< he 
had- offered up prayers and supplications, with 
-strong drying and tears,” in/the days of his flndi. 
In order, therefore, to put a difference, between 
this man, who had lived and died like otherimep, 
and all others who had in like wise lived and,died; 
in order to prove that his life was blameless and 
sinless, though at all times and in all respects 
under the conditions of fallible,-yea, andof fallen 
men; his body was not suffered to see corruption* 
The not suffering of it to see corruption, was the 
beginning of the Father’s work in honouring apd 
glorifying his Son. 1 may- say, ; th?t it was the 
resurrection : begun: net indeed the, activity, of 
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God’s pervading Spirit to transmute the matter 
of his body into a glorious and unchangeable sub¬ 
stance, but the activity of his Spirit to resist the 
decomposition, the corruption, and inherent ten¬ 
dencies to decay and change, which have been 
proper unto all matter since the fall of Adam, who 
was created matter’s lord. That Jesus's body 
saw not corruption, when the life was gone forth 
of him and it was an inanimate lump, is demon¬ 
stration and consolation unto the inanimate world, 
that the Holy Ghost is able, when it pleaseth Him, 
to stay that corruption which is in it, and to take 
it out of the power of that word of God which 
was spoken in Eden, and hath been since fulfilled 
in all material substances, save only the inanimate 
body of Christ. If sin had been in that flesh of 
the Lord Jesus—that is to say, if it had ever been 
an instrument unto sin; if sin had not been effi¬ 
ciently resisted and mightily expelled out of that 
flesh of Jesus—then, rest ye assured, it would have 
seen corruption. For what else is corruption, but 
the consequence of sin? In Adam, in the para¬ 
dise of Eden, in the world unfallen, there was 
perpetual health, and no vestige of decay; no 
autumn with its yellow leaf, no winter with its 
naked desolation, but one continued fulness of 
life, without any indications of change: and be¬ 
cause corruption was not able to touch with its 
destroying finger the body of Christ, all dead 
and lifeless in the tomb, and separate both from 
animating soul and sustaining Godhead, it was 
proved that the substance which he took of a sinful 
woman he had been enabled to preserve pure and 
spotless, and from it to expel the powers of corrup¬ 
tion which were in it by nature, which were now 
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proved to be in it no longer. Mighty act of Al¬ 
mighty power 1 comfort of *11 material creation! 
foundation-stone of an incorrupt and incorruptible 
woiidt Afe, true it is, and of verity, that had 
the Lord’s body remained years and ages in the 
tomb, it had never seen corruption; because he 
had lived without. sin, and so had redeemed the 
corruptible into incorcuptioB. But that it was a 
corruptible which he redeemed, is manifest from all 
the infirmities unto which he was liable; from;his 
weakness, his weariness, his huntings, his wolmds, 
his death. But with death the demonstration 
of the-corruptible endeth. Thus far was heone 
With me; thus far took he part with the children, 
and no farther: for while his sonl, descending 
into the abode of invisible spirits, wrestled there, 
through the might of the Holy Spirit and thd 
personal union of the only-begotten Son, against 
all spiritual wickednesses, ail invisible enemies of 
God, his body was laid up, in order to be proved 
impervious to the infirmities of the dead inanimate 
matter. Oh, there it lay, the trophy of the great 
conquest which in flesh had been achieved for 
flesh, and for flesh's monarchy, the visible world. 
There it lay, to prove that all which had been 
created forAdam in the beginning—sun, and moon, 
and stars, and earth, the palace of Adam the 
monarch of all; and which had all fallen; being 
shorn of its glory, driven from the presence of 
its God; reflecting not his perfect image, minister¬ 
ing not his holy purposes, but overwhelmed with 
sin and possessed with corruption—that all this 
material fabric, from the body of man downward 
to the worm which crawleth upon the earth; and 
from the earth upward to the utmost bound of the 
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starry sphere, wherever matter subsisteth, and 
in whatever form; beyond the utmost reign of 
telescopic vision, and within the inmost penetra¬ 
tion of microscopic vision ; that all life, and all 
life’s tenement and habitation, was now redeemed, 
was now rescued, was now delivered from corrup¬ 
tion, and for ever wrested out of the power of 
death. “ He was made a little lower than the 
angels, for the suffering of death, that by the 
grace of God he might taste death for every man 
“ that by death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, which is the devil.” 

So much, and no less, do we derive from the great 
work of God, that Christ’s body saw not corruption. 
He gave him up to death—or rather, I should say, 
the Father separated between his soul and body— 
that he might shew forth that there was a power 
in Christ’s body greater than corruption. In his 
life, God shewed that there was a power greater 
than sin; in his death, he shewed that there was 
a power greater than corruption. His body in life 
was all-liable to sin, as the body of every fallen 
man; but the fulness of the Godhead in that 
body preserved it from sin: the same body in the 
tomb was liable to corruption, like the body of 
another man; but the power and favour of the 
Godhead unto that which had not sinned, pre¬ 
served it from corruption. This did God even 
when his Son was separated from it, and the 
living one was no longer in it, in order to shew 
that the Eternal hath as great a love and care 
over that matter which the Holy Spirit hath 
sanctified, as he hath a hatred against that which 
sin hath defiled and the Spirit hath not sanctified. 
So that, as Christ’s sinless life in sinful flesh, as 
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Christ's triumphant conquering life in flesh oppress¬ 
ed and tempted by all ; the powers of darkness, is 
the assurance unto every believer of his own per¬ 
sonal triumph over the sinfulness which is in him; 
is the assurance unto the church militant of her 
triumph, sinful though she be, and obnoxious to 
the devil, the world, and the flesh; so is the in- 
ciorruption of Christ’s body in a corruptible grave, 
the assurance unto the church, both in glory and 
in tribulation of the power of God, greater than 
that power of corruption which is now revelling 
in the bodies of the saints. If Christ had sinned 
through the infirmity of his flesh, there would 
have been no assurance unto the church of at* 
taining unto holiness in the flesh through faith itf 
Jesus Christ. If, again, Christ’s body had tasted' 
of corruption after death through its corruptibility, 1 
then there would have been no proof unto the 
separated souls of believers, nor unto us daily 
expecting the same, of a power greater than the 
corruption which our bodies shall underlay: but, 
as it hath been set forth above, and ever been 
believed by the orthodox church, we, who are in 
sinful fleshy have knowledge of a power able to 
produce holiness by-prevailing against sinful flesh; 
and they in the Jerusalem above, whose bodies 
are mouldered in the grave, have in the body of 
Christ, which prevailed against corruption, an 
assurance of a power in the Godhead more 
powerful than that corruption which they un¬ 
derlay. Now if Christ's living flesh had not been 
liable to all sin, if Christ’s dead flesh had not 
been liable to all corruption, this demonstration 
of a power able to sanctify actually sinful living 
flesh, and to prevail against corrupt flesh, would . 

Me 
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not have been given; and more than this, I consider 
it unnecessary to say except that those who will 
not receive these things, can never have a full 
and legitimate ground of hope, either for holiness, 
or for incorruption. All which is briefly, but 
divinely, stated in the viii th chapter of the Romans, 
the 11th verse: “But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus dwell in you, he that raised up 
Jesus from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

Thus have we opened the composition of the 
person of Christ, in tracing out the successive 
steps through which his flesh passed until the 
very instant of its being raised into glory and im¬ 
mortality by the resurrection. And here, as hath 
been already said, we consider that our present 
subject doth cease and determine, and a new 
subject begin ; which is not the Incarnation, but 
the Church : for then Christ became Head of the 
church: concerning which, his risen glory, though 
I be not at present called upon to discourse, re¬ 
serving it for some future occasion, if God should 
give me permission and opportunity, yet will I 
add one word in this place, for the sake of com¬ 
pleteness. The body which the Father had 
destined his Son to subsist in, and of which he 
gave such glorious notices in the Old Testament, 
is not the body of his humility, suffering, and 
dying, but the body of his glory, reigning, and 
rejoicing in unchangeable power and majestv. 
All concerning which I discourse, that took place 
between the conception and the resurrection, is 
but a state of transition or passage unto the state 
of fixed permanency. The embodied Christ whom 
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the Prophets commonly spoke of, is the mighty 
and unchangeable One, now on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high. I say not that they forgot 
or omitted the mention of his sorrowful travail to 
his joyful crown; but I do say, and will never 
cease to insist, that the Father in his purpose, 
and the Prophets in the unfolding of that purpose, 
do most chiefly, and most principally contemplate 
that which is the end, the consummation, and 
the eternal persistence of the embodied God. 
Therefore, the Incarnation, whose importance 1 
am thus setting forth at length, is—all-important 
as I make it—but the porch to that temple of 
glory which God shall for ever inhabit; is, I may 
say, but the foundation of the temple,—is, I may 
say, but the conception, the bringing unto the 
birth, of the God-man. We must proceed forward 
beyond the Incarnation, in order to come at the 
knowledge of the full anointing, and perfect pre¬ 
paration of the body of Christ; which was done at 
his resurrection: for until the resurrection Christ’s 
flesh continued unchanged: the Holy Ghost did 
not till then expel Satan out of that region: who 
had room to come and go, and with all enlargement 
to play his evil part, until the hour of Christ’s death, 
yea, until the hour of his resurrection. His death 
proved well of what kind was his flesh up to that 
time—namely, that it was mortal. Its being laid in 
the grave and buried, proved that it was of thp 
corruptible. Now, that which is mortal and cor¬ 
ruptible, is not yet taken possession of by the 
Holy Ghost; and therefore I hold, that up to 
this time the holy ointment had not anointed 
him from the crown of the head to the skirts of 
hi* garments, But when the Holy Ghost, inba- 
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biting his separate soul, which was united unto 
the Godhead, did come unto his dead body that 
was kept from seeing corruption, and quicken it 
with eternal and immortal life, instantly all morta¬ 
lity and corruption were thenceforward expelled 
from it for ever; and the Seed of woman, of mor¬ 
tal, sinful woman, the Seed of David, the Seed of 
Abraham, was manifested in immortal and incor¬ 
ruptible life and glory; the true Adam was born; 
the Beginning of the creation of God was made 
known ; the Foundation-stone of the building was 
laid ; the body prepared for him in the purpose of 
the Father was possessed ; the fore-birth of crea¬ 
tion’s child was ended ; and the Son of God was 
manifested in his glory and in his beauty: and 
from this time forth creation in the form of rege¬ 
neration began to be unfolded ; the Holy Ghost was 
given, because Jesus was nowglorified: and now the 
High Priest’s anointing was completed—one thing 
only excepted, which is his garments (the anointing 
went to the skirts of the High Priest’s garments) ; 
“ when the disciples went unto the sepulchre, 
he w hom Jesus loved stooping down, and looking 
in, saw the linen clothes lying, yet went he not in: 
then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went 
into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lying, 
and the napkin that was about his head not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a 
place by itself.” These wrappings of his dead 
body the Holy Spirit altered not; but his body 
itself was wholly absorbed in the change; as the 
logicians say, it was numerically the same body : 
nothing was left, but the raiment which sur¬ 
rounded it: no film, no slough, no particle 
dropped away from it. It was regenerated: with a 
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new life; it was changed into a glorious body. It 
was no longer under the ordinary laws, of mat¬ 
ter : it rose into the heavens at its pleasure; it 
passed into the invisible at its pleasure, and at its 
pleasure became visible again; it passed through 
barred doors; it partook of meat when it pleased* 
and when it pleased it partook of none. But 
its former life it laid down for. us: the blood, 
which is the symbol of life; the blood, which is the 
life of the natural body, fell upon the earth, and 
was not resumed again. That is, he gave a life for 
us, though he liveth still: he died, who had done 
no sin; he died for our sins; his blood was shed 
fbr us. That life lost, is life gained to the /world. 
And to demonstrate beyond a doubt that, the 
life lay in the blood, and to shew us that when 
Christ’s blood was shed his life was truly taken, 
was the meaning of the consecration of bipod 
in Noah’s time, and its continuing consecrated 
until that great end had been accomplished. And 
after all this pains which God hath taken to shew 
us that Christ was truly mortal, I wonder ,that 
any one should entertain a doubt upon such,.a 
matter. This subject we have opened fully; 
and here we do but observe, that his bloodless 
body was anointed with the Holy Ghost, and, 
instead of its blood-life, received a spiritual and 
eternal life; and now, in very truth, was both 
Christ’s soul and body, his human nature, com¬ 
pletely, thoroughly, and fully anointed with the 
Holy Ghost. And for the garments with which 
he shall come arrayed, they shall be forthcoming 
when the elements of nature, the earth and the 
heavens, have been purified to furnish them. The. 
garments of his glory are to be fitted out. and fur- 
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nished forth from nature's various chambers; and 
when the creatures, when the whole creation, shall 
have finished with their long protracted travail, and 
brought forth the incorruptible forms of matter, 
they shall be the vestures and the glorious dra¬ 
pery of his person who is Priest and Lord; 
Priest, to sanctify and purify all things; and Lord, 
to command all things to serve and obey him. 
And be it further observed, that that blood of a 
blameless life which fell from his cross upon the 
ground, and which the earth greedily drank up, 
is to her the assurance of hope, and speaketh out 
from the ground better things than the blood of 
Abel, crying, not for vengeance, but for redemp¬ 
tion. It is her baptism of blood ; one of the wit¬ 
nesses which witnesseth of glory yet to come: 
for what the Holy Spirit is to man, the blood of 
a holy man is unto the ground ; because man is 
the life of the earth, as the Holy Spirit is the life 
of man. So that that blood of Christ, being 
his mortal life, is truly the redemption of the 
mortal creature, the seal of the new testament of 
blessings. 

And thus was our High Priest anointed with 
the Holy Ghost, as Aaron was anointed with the 
holy anointing oil; thus, by the operation of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, was the 
High Priest and Lord of all creation anointed. 
This is truly the work of God, which was wrought 
in and upon the human nature of Jesus Christ, to 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean, and to begin 
the work of regeneration in the fallen world. 
And from this time forth beginneth the proces¬ 
sion of the Holy Ghost from the Father and the 
Son, through the man-soul of Jesus Christ. So 
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that now we receive the Holy Spirit as the Spirit 
of Christ. The Holy Ghost doth now come 
through one in human form, and with human 
sympathies invested, in order to work in the chosen 
ones of the Father that same mind which is in JesuS 
Christ; and we, who receive the sanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ, are from that time forth of the same 
royal priesthood, kings and priests unto our God : 
we are filled with the spirit of a holy Priest and 
King, even Christ: we become possessed with the 
desires and inclinations of the holy God-man; we 
become the members of the holy God-man; and are 
renewed, after the image of God, in righteousness 
and true holiness. Meanwhile our fleshly nature be- 
cometh restrained, but not changed; it longeth still 
after wickedness, it suggesteth wicked thoughts, it 
is assailable to every evil seducer, and tried with 
every seduction: and thus it ought to be; God thus 
bringeth us into trial. Arrayed on one side are all 
the powers of nature, unto which he leaveth us 
obnoxious through the flesh: while, on the other 
hand, the spirit, apprehending our glory and ex¬ 
cellency in Christ;. seeing there also the love of 
God manifested, and his grace shewn forth; ap¬ 
prehending likewise the hope of a sanctified body 
in the resurrection, which is Christ; contendeth 
against the flesh, with the world, which is visible: 
and, between these two contrary and opposite 
influences placed, the saint doth glorify God, by 
preferring him in Christ, to the wicked werld, 
lusted after by the flesh and by the eye. So 
that verily we do receive a present sanctification 
in the soul, which holdeth in check and pre¬ 
vailed! over the degradation and .corruption of 
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the flesh; until at death the body descendetb 
with a good hope into the grave, being conscious 
to the Spirit of God which had dwelt in it; 
and well knowing, that, “ if the Spirit of Him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in us, 
he that raised up Jesus from the dead shall also 
quicken our mortal bodies, by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in us.” 


PART 11. 

Besides these good effects, necessarily result¬ 
ing from Christ’s taking our fallen humanity, and 
of which not one would have resulted had he 
taken humanity in an unfallen state, there is 
another, to which divines of this age will be more 
alive ; which is, that there could otherwise have 
been neither reconciliation nor atonement be¬ 
tween God and man. Those, indeed, who con¬ 
sider atonement as a bargain, of so much merit 
on Christ's side against so much demerit on 
ours ; so much suffering in his person, instead 
of so much suffering in ours; will see little or 
nothing in the line of argument which I am now 
about to pursue. But those who consider, as I do, 
that this is a most insufficient, and, when taken for 
the whole, a most prejudicial view of the mystery ; 
and who understand atonement in its only scrip¬ 
tural sense, of at-one-ment, or reconciliation be¬ 
tween the Holy Creator and the unholy creature; 
that which I am about to argue will appear of 
the greatest moment, and unanswerable. With 
respect to that bargain-and-barter hypothesis, I 
observe, that in order to make out of Christ’s 
sufferings an infinite quantity to cover the in¬ 
finite delinquency of his elect, they reason thus: 
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It was an Infinite Person that suffered, and there- 
fore his sufferings must be of infinite value. 
Now, with all sound theologians, and with all 
the doctors, I deny the possibility of the Divine 
natare suffering. The Godhead cannot be tempted; 
and how should the Godhead suffer ? The human 
nature of Christ alone suffered ; and that is not 
infinite, but finite. Therefore, there is no infihito 
amount of suffering, to balance against the suffer¬ 
ings of the elect through eternity; and so the 
account will not balance, and the base theory falls 
to the ground. Besides being illogical, how de¬ 
grading is it, to represent the great mystery ais 
shut up in this, that the Father would hafe so 
much punishment, get it where he could, and so 
he todc it out of his own Son I That the Father 
did hide his face from his Son; that he did say, 
“ Awake, O sword, against him that is my Fel¬ 
low ; ” that it pleased him to bruise him, and to 
put him to grief; there can be no doubt—and'any 
view of the mystery which will not give fair inter¬ 
pretation to these vindictive expressions of God’s 
holiness, cannot be received;—but that orthodox 
and enlarged view which I have given of the Fa¬ 
ther’s act, as bringing Christ into the conditions 
of the fallen humanity, doth well and truly appro¬ 
priate every utterance which the Father hath ut¬ 
tered, and every act which the Father hath done 
against sinners, to be spoken and done against 
Christ also: not by substitution merely, but by 
reality; not by imputation merely, but in very 
truth. This, indeed, is what they cannot under¬ 
stand who consider imputation as containing the 
whole mystery of God ; whereof it is only a part, 
though a very important part: and it will prove 
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utterly unintelligible, confusion worse confound¬ 
ed, to all those who consent to the sufficiency of 
the debtor-and-creditor theology; or have been 
sucked by Satan into the heresy that Christ had a 
humanity in some way diverse from ours. This 
most unsound view of the matter, as the other is 
most insufficient, doth in effect make altogether 
void the Father’s activity in the sufferings and 
death of Christ, which we are at such pains to 
preserve. If, as these adversaries of the truth 
allege, Christ in his incarnation did apprehend an 
immortal and incorruptible substance, and not 
the very same mortal and corruptible which you 
and I inherit under the curse; and if, by a mere 
act of power or will, he brought it into death, and 
laid it in the grave, and, as it were, rid himself 
of it for a season; then why may he not, by 
the same act of will and of power, rid himself 
of it again for another season, and another, and 
another? and why not rid himself of it for aye, 
and use it as a mantle, according to occasion ? 
and where is the security of the redeemed crea¬ 
ture, that it may not again altogether fall out of 
union with the Godhead ? But if Christ took 
upon himself our fallen and corruptible nature, 
and brought it up through death into eternal 
glory, then is the act of the will of Christ not to 
lay down, but to assume or take up, humanity 
into himself; and the continuance of his act is to 
keep it in union with himself, and not for any sake 
to dismiss it from himself. lie takes it, he loves it, 
he strengthens it, he sanctifies it, he immortalizes 
it, he glorifies it. For his part, he doth nothing but 
embrace it, and hold it fast unto himself. It is the 
act, not of the Son. but of the Father, which 
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makes the flesh drop Off from his immortal being 
into death and the grave. This, 1 say, is the Fa- 
ther’s act; and it is the Father’s act again to bring 
np that body in its changed and glorified state: 
not, indeed, without Christ’s consent, bat that 
consent given, when he consented to join himself 
to the mortal and corruptible seed of the woman. 
He consented to be brought into the possession of 
an enduring body through the transition-state of a 
mortal life, through the passage of death and the 
grave: to which consenting, he consented therein 
to the act of the holy Father, which required 
the corruptible and mortal creature-substance to 
fall off from his immortal soul and Divinity into 
death and the grave. And this is the meaning of 
that remarkable saying in John x. 17 : “ There¬ 
fore doth my Father love me, because I lay down 
my life, that I might take it up again. No one 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
1 have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. This commandment have I re¬ 
ceived of my Father.” In these words Christ 
asserteth three things: First, that no one-what¬ 
soever, man or angel, had power to take his life 
from him: the second:, that it was by himself 
laid down; and the third, that this was done by 
the commandment of the Father. These three 
things concur in his act of dying: a com¬ 
mandment of the Father, his own free will to 
obey that commandment, and his total independ¬ 
ence of any third power or influence. Every act 
of his life was of the same kind; done of freewill, 
without constraint, in obedience to the absolute 
will of the Father. I say, therefore, Christ died 
because the Father had said, “ Awake, O sword. 
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against the man that is my Fellow.'’ No one could 
take his life from him: he had but to look, and 
they became as stones; he had but to speak, and 
they staggered and fell; he had but to pray 
the Father, and twelve legions of angels would 
have succoured him ; but “ how, then, would the 
Scriptures have been fulfilled?” Iiis Father’s com¬ 
mandment alone could take that life from him; 
his Father’s commandment alone could make him 
suffer and die. It was his Father’s commandment, 
and his filial obedience thereto, which brought him 
into the condition of suffering and dying. It 
pleased his Father to bruise him, and to put him 
to shame, and to make his soul an offering for sin : 
and why so ? not surely because the Father had 
ceased to love him, for of love there is no suspen¬ 
sion between the Persons of the Godhead : what 
is it, then, for which the Father chastiseth Christ; 
and for what offereth he his own Son upon the 
cross ? The Son surrendereth himself unto the 
Father; giveth himself up wholly unto the Father; 
and is in the Father’s hands, to be disposed of ac¬ 
cording to the Father’s mind. In one act of willing¬ 
ness, when he said, “ Lo, I come,” all acts of 
willingness are included: his Father may do 
with him thenceforth after his good pleasure. The 
act from thenceforth of his incarnation, suffering, 
agony, death, resurrection, glorification, is the Fa¬ 
ther’s forthshewing of his own mind upon his 
willing Son, unto the instruction and edification of 
all by whom it is witnessed, and to whom the tidings 
of it, the fruits of it, shall reach, far and wide, for 
ever. Blessed! ever blessed Son! who thus made 
himself of no reputation, emptied himself of his 
own inexhaustible fulness, and yielded himself 
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to his Father, like clay in the hand of the potter. 
Marvellous lesson unto every creature to do like* 
wise 1 and for,this very end designed, that we might 
yield up that rebel independence which we falsely 
feel, and pass into the conditions of the Father's 
will ; and by faith deliver ourselves over to be cru¬ 
cified, sacrificed; brought down to dust; yet never 
doubting, but aye believing, that out of the dust we 
shall be exalted unto glory. Christ, from the day 
of his'self-surrender, is no longer his own master-; 
a servant evermore, in subjection evermore, Sus¬ 
pending himself from the Father’s will evermore; 
and so exemplifying faith and obedience' for ever 
unto all the creatures; and acknowledging his 
honour, his glory, and his power to proceed from 
the invisible Father, and teaching all creation to 
do the same. Great Head of subjection! great 
High Priest of worship! great Heir of God 1 great 
Conveyancer of the inheritance of God unto ati 
the children! O my soul, honour him, as thou 
hooourest the Father. 

Now, then, having Christ in the Father’s hands, 
that the Father might demonstrate through him 
his own being and his own perfection, and 
through him communicate to the creatures what¬ 
ever can be communicated, what doth the Father 
make of him, make with him ? He maketh use of 
him, first, to shew what is the enmity between 
himself and the fallen creatures; what is the na¬ 
ture of sin, and what the nature of holiness. 
Therefore joineth he him unto the sinful thing; 
and, lo, what follows? exhaustion of Divinity! 
for its blessedness suffering; for its infinity, 
narrow limitation ; for its power, weakness ; for 
its glory, shame; for its life, death! And there 
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endeth this first act of the mystery of the Father’s 
will, which amounteth unto this awful truth: 
That God, even the mighty God, being personally 
joined to the fallen creature, cannot hinder, can¬ 
not help, that it should not suffer and die; be dark, 
and need faith; be oppressed, and need comfort; 
be borne down, and need the Holy Ghost's suste¬ 
nance continually. Was ever the weakness of flesh 
so proved as by this, that the personality of the Son 
joined to it could not strengthen it, without the 
continual energizing of the Holy Ghost ? Was 
ever the sinfulness and mortality of the flesh so 
proved as by this, that the Holy One could not 
keep it from sin and from corruption but by 
operation of the Holy Ghost ? Was ever God’s 
alienation from the sinful creature so proved, as 
that the union of Godhead with it could not hold 
it to himself, or hinder it that it should not drop 
away into death and pass into corruption, had not 
the Holy Ghost changed its form, purged out its 
sinfulness? after which it can abide, and doth 
abide, in union with the Godhead for ever; but 
until which it was, as it were, but an abortive 
attempt at a thing which could not be. Doth not 
this prove, that, let the creature believe in Christ 
to the uttermost, and let Christ incline to the 
creature in the uttermost, they cannot come to¬ 
gether, stay together and be one, otherwise than 
through the power of the Holy Ghost changing 
the creature's form, drawing it through death, and 
out of corruption regenerating it ? So that the 
act of the Son to redeem all mankind doth not 
suffice to deliver any from death and corrup¬ 
tion, or to unite any with himself in infallible 
and inseparable union ; like withering leaves, we 
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shall drop off from him; like fruitless branches, be 
pruned away ; like his own body of sin, drop info 
death and the grave; unless we shall have par¬ 
taken of that regenerating power of the Holy 
Ghost which be partook in the tomb; which 
saved him from corruption, which shall deliver 
the regenerate out of corruption; which united his 
body, that was mortal and corruptible, unto his 
immortal part, consisting of soul and Second 
Person of the Godhead, and fixed it there in im* 
mortal unfed for ever and ever. So, likewise, 
doth the Father hereby make it manifest, that of 
all living and dead flesh, pf all flesh together 
which cometh into death, do more shall be united 
for ever unto the glorious person of Christ, save so 
much only as shall have partaken the regenera¬ 
tion of the Holy Ghost;—that, though all flesh be 
now under him as Lord ; though he be, as it were, 
united unto all flesh, by virtue of what he did in 
flesh; yet only so much of it as the Father by tbd 
Holy Ghost hath regenerated shall be brought 
up in the fashion of his glory, and all the rest 
shall be brought up in the fashion of the mere 
and unmixed sinful creature, to inherit for ever 
die estate of the second death. Behold how, in 
the sufferings and death of Christ, the Father 
openeth his mind and purpose! 

Thus, having shewed the Father's activity in 
(be sufferings of the blessed Lord, and that these 
sufferings come not by imputation merely, but 
by actual participation of the sinful and cursed 
thing, I proceed further to express, my views of 
imputation, before entering into the full exposi¬ 
tion of the reconciliation which is wrought in 
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flesh by the method detailed above, of uniting 
the Godhead to fallen humanity. The view of his 
humiliation and death in common use, is, that the 
sins of all the elect were imputed to him, and all 
the suffering which through eternity they should 
have borne laid upon him, and that his death had 
no relation whatever to any but God’s elect—let 
us take this scheme in its best form, and give heed 
to these questions : First, How then hath Christ 
purchased to himself a right over the reprobate as 
well as the elect, for his action toucheth them in 
no wise? and how is his finished work to be 
preached to the reprobate as well as to the elect; 
for it hath no application to them ? To this it is 
no answer, to say. That we know not the one from 
the other. If we preach to all, we preach to all; 
if we preach to a part, we preach only to a part. 
Christ must have brought some benefit to all, that 
the Gospel should be preached unto all;—not the 
benefit of salvation, as the Universalists damnably 
believe, but the removal of the law, and the intro¬ 
duction of grace, and the condemnation of sin in 
the flesh, and the spoiling of Satan, and the lord- 
ship of the fallen creation; to lead them unto the 
Father, that through him they may transact with 
the Father, and the Father transact with them, ac¬ 
cording to the new relations of grace. This much 
we preach to all, as having been really wrought out 
for all; and there leaving the general and universal 
question, we are ready to enter upon the addi¬ 
tional and special question of the election and the 
regeneration. We have Christ in his earthly work 
doing a common good for the fallen creatures, 
but in his risen work doing a particular good for 
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the election of the Father; and we say again, that 
upon the scheme of mare substitution forthe elect 
m hit saflenngs, and for them alone, this great 
end of preaching a Gospel unto all, of preaching 
hint the Saviour of all mm, especially them that 
believe, cannot be attained. These two things r— 
Chris t concerning himself for the elect only, aad 
the good of Christ preached unto all—are contrary 
Beane another, and will never foil the one to det 
•troy the other: bat Christ's doing in the flesh a 
mode for flesh in general, and in the spirit a work 
Car the spiritual or elect in particular, are two 
troths which be consistent with a freely preach? 
ad Gospel, and likewise with an elected church | 
aanriafcent also with the present lordship of Christ 
over all, and the future resurrection of all in Christ, 
and with their separate eternal destinies of heaven 
and hell, likewise in Christ. This way of view:* 
ing Christ’s death as a compensation in kind for 
the election only, is not peculiar to those who 
held the heterodox view of Christ’s humanity : 
but, being commonly found in company with it, 
and indeed being the only view possible on such 
a scheme ; and moreover, being, as I conceive, 
partly the oocmsian of its revival in these times; 
1 hare thought it good to remark upon it here, 
though regarding it with far more respect than I 
do. the doctrine of Christ’s immortal and inpor* 
mp t fl rie body, which I utterly detest and abomi¬ 
nate. Indeed, this view of Christs death, so for a$ 
it goes, expressed* the truth; for Christ is, indeed 
the substitute for his people, and it is the elec¬ 
tion only who realize the benefit of his death; but 
ib iaUeth short, in not pointing out the relation 
which Christ’s work hath unto the reprobate; and 
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for this defect, rather than for any heinous error, 
we have at this time alluded to it, and do now 
proceed to explain the true doctrine of imputation. 

As it seems to me, the meaning of imputation 
of our sins unto Christ consisteth in these two 
things.—First, That nothing constrained him, as 
the Son of God, but he did of his own free will 
take unto himself the body which the Holy Ghost 
quickened of the virgin’s substance, and in this 
body did commit no sin, but in all things did the 
Father’s will, and was holy and blameless. Whence 
it follows, that, whatever he suffered, and, which 
is far more, whatever he forewent of infinite glory 
and blessedness in order to suffer, is all to be 
placed to the account of mankind, and not to his 
own account. By imputation I understand, that 
his humiliation and suffering were not for any thing 
which he had done, or which his fathers had 
done, but for what mankind in Adam had done. 
And to the end he might suffer for the kind, and 
not for individuals of the kind, he came not by 
ordiuary generation: but the Holy Spirit did take 
up a portion from all the fallen substance before 
him, out of which to make his body, as he had taken 
up a portion of the earth to make Adam’s body in 
the beginning. He did not now take up a portion 
of the earth to make of it an unfallen creature, 
because the work which was now to proceed was 
not the work of creation, but the work of redeem¬ 
ing creation. Not, therefore, inorganic dust, but 
dust changed by creation’s word into flesh and 
blood he took, and formed of it the body of Christ. 
The substance of created manhood in an unquick¬ 
ened state he took, as I may say, at random, 
and formed of it the body of Christ. So that, as 
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the whole earth stood inAdam’s body represented^ 
with the fate of Adams body implicated, in it to 
stand and fall and he redeemed; so likewise the 
whole substance of organized flesh and blood, 
Hying, and dead, and to live, stood represented in 
the body of Christ which the Holy Spirit had 
formed from the virgin’s substance, to stand or to 
foil according as this man newly constituted, this 
new thing created of God, should stand or foil. 
As trafoUiea creation stood represented in un-t 
fallen Adam, so fallen creation stood represented 
in Christ; and as in Adam’s foil all together 
foil, so in Christ’s resurrection shall all be made 
alive again. This is the first part of imputation: 
that he freely came under, without any obligation* 
of whatever kind, the load and burden of a fallen 
world’s infirmity and sin—or, if you> please to 
speak in the language of the covenant, the Father 
laid it upon him; charged him with it; imput¬ 
ed it to him; treated him as the guilty one; 
and, as Luther said, the only sinner: so that byi 
his suffering and death justice should be appeased, 
and sin for ever done away with. There may be 
other depths here that I cannot fathom—such as 
the proportion between the suffering of Christ by 
which' the sin was atoned for, and the eternal 
gaffering from which his atonement delivereth his 
people. 1 cannot tell how this is, and I do neither 
say nor gainsay it, being minded only to speak! 
wbat the Lord hath made me clearly to know. 1 do 
indeed perceive this much, that no creature could 
pay the price of sin but by eternal separation from 
God, because 1 see it to have been so in the fallen 
angels; and if so, then the recovery of man must 
be accomplished by an act of power of an infinite 
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measure; which act Christ’s was, by that two-fold 
will or operation which was in him—one con¬ 
versant with the Godhead, and enlarged to its 
infinite bounds; another conversant with the 
manhood, and restricted to its humble and suffer¬ 
ing conditions—these two wills, or operations as 
the orthodox Fathers termed it, being necessary 
to compose any act of the person Jesus Christ. 
The / in him, embraced the infinite and the finite 
also; which gave to every action and feeling of his 
a character of infinity. When he suffered, though 
the Divine nature suffered not, yet came he out of 
that delectation, and down from that elevation, 
into the human nature, which did suffer. And this, 
not of suffering only, but of feeling and of acting; 
which he did always as a man; and in order to 
do as a man, must first condescend from the infi¬ 
nitude of the Godhead in order to do it. In this 
two-fold operation, in this two-fold will, consisteth 
the one personality of the two natures of Christ; 
his God-manhood, the hypostatical union, his 
identity of substance with the Godhead, his iden¬ 
tity of substance with the fallen manhood. And 
in this I perceive every thing which I want,—the 
infinite goodness of God, the infinite merit of 
Christ, the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the 
glory of God shewn forth in our deliverance from 
it. And I see that there is an infinite ocean of 
merit here, to counteract an infinite ocean of de¬ 
merit in the creature, if in that way the question 
is to be viewed; which, however, I freely confess, 
my mind approveth not, to the degree in which I 
find it current amongst some orthodox and pious 
men. 

Now, besides this view of imputation, there is 
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a second part, which seems necessary to complete 
the whole; and this is, the applying of Christ’s righ¬ 
teousness to us, as the sins of others were applied 
unto him. Foir he “is made unto us righteousness;” 
we are “ the righteousness of God in him.” This, 
also,! know they are wont to bring out of what I 
may call the theology of infinites; but, for my part,' 
I am inclined to look upon it as an original part of 
the purpose of God; or, if you please, an original 
condition of the covenant between the Father and 
the Son; of which nothing more can be said, thah 
that it was according to the good pleasure of their 
will. But with respect to the thing itself, it 
consisteth of two parts: the first universal, the 
second elective, in its application. The universal 
being that which Christ in the flesh did for flesh— ; 
to wit, redeeming it from sin, and from the law 
which defined its sinfulness, and from death, and 
from corruption ; and instating it in God’s favour, 
forgiveness, and love; bestowing upon flesh immor¬ 
tality and resurrection. These things together 
constitute the Gospel, and are a free bequest 
unto men, which we ministers are appointed to 
tell them of. The other part, which is elective, 
Christ did not in the flesh, but received from his 
Father' in gift and reward for that which in the 
flesh he had done : it is the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
by which to bring many sons unto glory. This 
latter, being the gift of the Father unto Christ, 
must be regarded as the Father’s fulfilling his part 
of the covenant; and being given for the sake of as 
many as the Father pleaseth, and no more, doth 
constitute a peculiar people, a holy nation, an in¬ 
heritance of Christ in the saints, an election in 
the midst of the redemption. Here, then, impu¬ 
tation of Christ’s work is two-fold: One, grace and 
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peace unto all; a thing revealed and that may be 
proclaimed, yea, that ought to be proclaimed, 
unto all. The other, regeneration of the Holy 
Ghost, union unto Christ’s risen body, communi¬ 
cation of his glory, and fellowship of his kingdom: 
a thing not to be preached unto all; a secret thing 
belonging to the Father; which men must be told 
they have not received, but have yet to receive, if 
the Father pleaseth; which men are to be told 
God the Father hath placed no interdict against 
their receiving, while he hath continually revealed 
that it is a special gift and favour ; which, more¬ 
over, men cannot receive but in the faith and use 
of that common gift which they have all received 
in Jesus Christ. Now, as the extent of this higher 
imputation resteth with the Father, and is, indeed, 
that very right of his which maintaineth him 
Sovereign in the redemption, first Originator there 
as he is in creation, yea, as he is in the Godhead 
itself; so were I willing, and do incline to believe, 
that nothing more ought to be said upon this sub¬ 
ject, save that it is the pleasure of the Father to 
extend it unto whomsoever it pleaseth him to ex¬ 
tend it: and I do rather think it to be of evil 
consequence for men, by similitudes derived from 
the market-place, to say that there is just so 
much merit as will cover the demerit of so many 
persons. But into this matter I enter no further; 
and having fairly, however lamely, explained my 
view of imputation, the way is now clear for open¬ 
ing my views fully and fairly upon the subject of 
the reconciliation, or atonement. 

Of the doctrine taught in the first part of this 
discourse this is the sum :—That there was united 
in Jesus Christ the Godhead, in the person of 
the Son, and the manhood, in its fallen state ; 
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and that they subsisted together, in one person, 
in suchwise as that he was wholly without sin, 
holy and blameless in the sight of God. Now, 
by the grace of God, I will shew you how in this 
incarnation of the Son of God, thus incarnate, in 
the fallen, and not the unfallen creature, is shewn 
forth, and demonstrated the truth of that text; 
“ God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself; not imputing unto them their trespasses.”. 
And to make this demonstration the more complete,, 
I pray you to look back untb the beginning. 

See the substance, of mankind, now inpu- 
merably divided into living and dead persons, 
all shut up and contained in Adam, in a state of 
goodness with which the Godhead was well 
pleased. See it again, by the fall of our first pa¬ 
rents ; all brought into a state of sinfulness, most 
abhorrent unto the mind of a holy and righteous 
God; odending all his commandments, refusing 
him worship, and giving it unto stocks and stones, 
and four-footed creatures, and in all possible 
ways shewing forth a most hideous and irrecon¬ 
cilable enmity in the creature unto God. The 
question then is. How is this enmity of fallen 
man to be taken away ? How is the world to be 
reconciled onto God ? How is this sinful and sin- 
possessed creature to be delivered, sanctified, 
apd brought into favour with God? As in an 
individual, even Adam, the enmity came; so 
in an individual, even Christ, the reconciliation 
came. And as from the first individual, the en¬ 
mity was propagated to many, yea to all; so 
from.the latter individual is the reconciliation 
propagated unto many: as is the fall, so is the 
remedy. And how,, then, was the reconciliation 
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accomplished in the man Jesus Christ; and 
afterwards is it propagated from him unto 
other men ? In the man Jesus Christ, there was 
the Godhead of the Son, which is the same in 
substance with the Godhead of the Father and of 
the Holy Ghost. There was, also, the manhood; 
the same in substance with the manhood of other 
men, otherwise it is not manhood. Verily, “ he 
took not on him the nature of angels, but he took 
on him the seed of Abraham.” “ Forasmuch as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same.” 
Consider now attentively this the person of 
Christ. If the human substance which he hath 
taken, be of a piece with mine and with yours, as 
we are all of a piece with Adam, and can through 
the union with the Godhead be preserved pure, 
and blameless, and carried through death incorrupt, 
and brought into the presence of God perfectlyholy, 
then it is made manifest, that a fallen creature can 
be reconciled unto God, for it hath been done, it 
was done in the person of Christ; and the only 
question which will remain is, How is it to be done 
in other persons ? How is it to be propagated 
abroad unto many, as Adam’s declension was pro¬ 
pagated ? But if, on the other hand, Christ took 
not our substance in its fallen, but in its unfallen 
state, and brought this unto glory, then nothing 
whatever hath been proved with respect to fallen 
creatures, such as we are: the work of Christ 
toucheth not us who are fallen ; there is no recon¬ 
ciliation of the fallen creature unto God ; God is 
not in Christ reconciling a sinful world, but he is in 
Christ reconciling an unfallen world : for it is the 
unfallen creature and the Godhead which have 
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wet kiOKrist. 1 And'what Were the usei efre- 
•cohciling the unfallen world, which hath no sin, 
which is never fallen out with God 1 ? If God i» ra 
Christ reconciling something to himself, that 
Something- must be, in Christ, reconciled with 
Gbd. And what is there ih Christ, but God 
and man? These two, that met in him therefore, 
and were reconciled, must be the same two be¬ 
tween whom enmity had come. Do 1 1 say, then, 
that Christ was sinful, or did any sin, or that his 
temptations led him into any sin? if there was sin', 
how could there be reconciliation ? No; he was 
holy: Bat was he liable to aim? Yes; he wai 
tempted in all' points like as we are. How’ could 
he be tempted like me, unless he were like me ? 
hte'Godhead could not be tempted; as it is written, 
“ God cannot be tempted with evil.” Only, then 1 , 
his manhood could be tempted: and how can 
any one be tempted, or tried, unless he be liable 
tosin ? Even Adam, before he fell, was liable to 
tin. If any one, therefore, say that Christ was 
not liable to sin, he doth say he was not a man ; 
he doth say he is not come in the flesh; “ for all 
flesh is grass and the glory of it as the flower 
of grass;” and if any man say that Christ is not 
come in the flesh, he is not of God. “ This is that 
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come, and even now already is in the 
world.” Be it so then admitted; that Christ is 
come in the flesh, and was tried With all out 
infirmities, and tempted in all points, like as we 
are 1 —which is a doctrine the most necessary to sal¬ 
vation, albeit now set light by, nay, and even re* 
proved—you have at once redemption and re¬ 
conciliation made sure. You have original sin 
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taken away in him, by the manner of his concep¬ 
tion : he is not, as it were, an individual of the 
sinful individuals: he is not a human person : he 
never had personal subsistence as a mere man: 
he sees the whole mass and lump of fallen, sinful 
flesh : he submits himself unto his Father to be 
made flesh ; his Father sendeth the Holy Spirit to 
prepare him a body. This is done through means 
of a rational soul, which the Holy Spirit possessing 
doth therewith take up, from any where in the 
lump of existing flesh, a part; and when so form¬ 
ing a body the eternal Son of God humbleth him¬ 
self to apprehend it, for ever to unite it to his 
own Divine person : and thus, by creative act 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, not by ordinary 
generation, Christ is constituted a Divine and 
human nature in one person. He hath taken part 
with the children, with the fallen children ; but he 
came by that part, not through connexion with 
Adam, but by his own free will, and his Fathers 
free will, and the free will of the Holy Ghost; 
and thus original sin is avoided, though yet the 
body he took is in the fallen state, and liable to aU 
temptations. Now, then, consider ye how the 
reconciliation between these two most contrary 
and irreconcileable things is accomplished. Most 
people never think at all about the matter, and 
would fain not be troubled to think about it; but 
woe be to the minister, and woe be to the people 
together, who are content to lie sunk in such sloth, 
in such indifference to God’s most principal and 
most glorious work! Hear me then, patiently, and 
give diligent heed, while I explain to you this 
matter distinctly. The Divine nature of Christ hath 
continual communion and identity with the God- 
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head, is of the Godhead, is the Gbdhead; dwellings 
with the Father, and in the Father, not the less be¬ 
cause itaeteth towards the creatures, through this 
body, and through it shall for ever act; By his 
Divine nature, I say, with the Godhead he trans- 
Scteth, and by his human nature he rettdereth the 
will and purpose and action of the Godhead in¬ 
telligible, visible, and perceptible to the creature* 
But before two instruments will render the same 
harmonious sound they must first be brought into 
tune with one another; and the question is. How 
shall human nature, in thefallen state, be brought 
to be in harmony with the acting of the Holy 
Godhead ? Ever since the Fall, God and man have 
been at variance. The thing was not, that ever 
the human will had acted in harmony with the 
will Divine; and how then is it now to be ? How 
is a human nature to respond, truly and justly, 
in all things to a Divine nature ? This is the 
reconciliation of which so much is made mem* 
tion in Scripture. This is the atonement of 
which they make so much discourse, without 
knowing what they say or whereof they affirm* 
Atonement is not reparation, is not the cost or 
damage, but the being at one. It should be 
pronounced at-one-ment. 

What are the two things to be brought at one 1 
Are they not God and sinful fallen man ? And 
where are they to be brought at one, but in the 
person of Christ, where we have them now brought 
together without any original sin ? If human na¬ 
ture be in itself so contrarious, so sinful, so very sin¬ 
ful, how shall it be brought in Christ to tell truly, 
for ever and ever, the mind, and will, and purpose 
of God unto the creatures ? This is the difficulty : 
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solve me this, and redemption and reconciliation 
are resolved. It is the work of God the Father, 
and of God the Holy Ghost, so to operate in and 
upon the fallen humanity of Christ, as that it shall 
be ever harmonious with the Godhead of Christ. 
This is what is meant by these words, “ Thou hast 
prepared a body for me.” The Son is willing to 
act through a body: the Father by the Holy Ghost 
expresseth his satisfaction with his Son's con¬ 
descension, by preparing that body, and making 
it fit for him to act through, so as to open unto 
the creatures the mystery of God; and through 
the body thus attuned unto Divine harmony, the 
Son doth humble himself to act all his Father’s 
mind, all the Godhead's mind. The preparing of 
the body is, I say, the great work of the Godhead 
working in the person of the Holy Ghost: the 
acting through it, whatever pleaseth God, is the 
great work of the Godhead, in the person of the 
Son; and the effect is, God reconciled in Christ 
unto a fallen world. 

It now remaineth to examine how the Holy 
Ghost bringeth the body into this harmony with 
God. This difficulty must be met again, and 
not avoided. A sinful world, sinners such as those 
around me, want to know how they are to be 
reconciled how their reconciliation hath been ac¬ 
complished in Christ. We are in earnest, and we 
are not to be shuffled out of our salvation by any 
subterfuges: therefore tell us plainly, howthisgreat 
work was accomplished. By the grace of God, I 
will tell you. The Holy Ghost took up his resi¬ 
dence in the soul of Christ: God had given the 
world unto the devil, and the devil had his resi¬ 
dence in the fallen world around. The flesh of 
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Christ was the middle space on which the powers 
of the world contended with the Holy Spirit dweU- 
ing in his soul. His flesh is the fit medium be¬ 
tween the powers of darkness and the powers 
of light. And why fit? Because it U linked 
unto all material things, devil-possessed, while 
it is joined in closest, nearest union unto th«{ 
soul, which in Christ was God-possessed, in the 
person of the Holy Ghost. Hi» flesh is the fit 
field of contention, because it is the same ea 
which Satan hath triumphed ever since the Falk. 
Here then, in the flesh of Christ, is the great 
controversy waged. Through this, Satan pre^ 
seated his temptations of appetite, of sight; of 
pride, trying him with the lust (desire) of the 
flesh, with the desire of the eye, with the pride df 
life. This did heat the very outset of his ministry/ 
not that he had not done it before, or was not to 
do it after, or did not do it ever, but that it waa 
then done in a manifest and notorious manner, that 
it might be capable of record and of tradition; 
and that, such dreams might be prevented as I am 
now reproving, and that it might be for ever an- 
infest and indubitable, that the Son had no favour, 
and that Satan had no let or hindrance in this great 
and terrible conflict. And when, at the end of his 
ministry, hesaid, “The princeof this worldcometh; 
and findeth. nothing in me,” he solemnly declareth, 
that during the whole of the fiery conflict which 
he bad endured, and unto which he alone was 
conscious, Satan had never been able to make a 
lodgment, or gain a hold in his flesh; that though 
free to come in all his might, he had ever been 
repelled, as he was repelled in: the wilderness^ 
that bU flesh thus oppressed, thus hideouslyop* 
pressed, had never been able to sway his will. 
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upholden in its stedfastness by the Holy Ghost; 
that the might of the Holy Ghost in his soul had 
been able to reconcile unto God the inveterate ob¬ 
stinacy and stubborn rebellion of flesh and blood; 
that for once the law of the flesh had not been 
able to drag down a soul unto perdition ; that for 
once a soul had been able to draw up the flesh into 
reconciliation with the will of God ; that all his 
life long the will of the flesh had been successfully 
withstood by the will of the spirit, yea, that the 
will of the spirit had enforced the flesh to do it 
unwilling service. All this is signified by the 
expression which he used immediately before his 
agony, “ Satan cometh, but findeth nothing in me.” 
And it is signified, moreover, that Satan was then 
coming with an assault of a more dreadful and ter¬ 
rible kind, which is emphatically called “ the hour 
and power of darkness;” and which, beginningfrom 
his agony, continued till his resurrection, partly 
without and partly within the vail, partly in the 
body and partly in the separate soul, partly upon 
earth and partly, as the Creed saith, in hell, un¬ 
derstanding thereby the place of separate spirits. 
Which conflict being over, it was pronounced, not 
merely by word of man, “ Satan hath nothing in 
me,” but it was pronounced by the Word of God, 
and that not by the Word of God syllableing airy 
sounds in the vault of heaven, but by the Word of 
God, working through theSpiritthatchange of state 
which his body underwent in the hollow tomb. 
Then indeed, when the Spirit had taken hold of 
the body also, when the Divine glory and holiness 
struck its beams through the body also; then when 
matter stood purified by the Spirit; then when 
sinfulness, and corruption, and defectibility for¬ 
sook flesh and blood, and incorruption, and im- 
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mortality, afad infallibility, and holiness ufatemp- 
tible, and strength almighty inhering and inha¬ 
biting, shone forth in that which heretofore had 
been human, fallible, temptible flesh, it was de¬ 
monstrated by the finger of God, that reconcilia¬ 
tion was accomplished between the Creator and 
the creature., And now was the body prepared, 
and not till now was the preparation of the body 
accomplished: and through that body, with har¬ 
mony ever perfect, with variety of harmony in¬ 
finite, with indubitable certainty shall the God¬ 
head, in the person of the Son, express through 
the redeemed, risen, glorified manhood, all its 
purposes, and accomplish all its effects. So that 
the reconciliation begun in the virgin’s womb, be¬ 
tween God and creation, is perfected in the womb 
of the earth, is acknowledged in the height of 
heaven, is honoured of the Father, as his chiefest 
work, with the chief place of the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty on high.—And thus do 
you behold in the resurrection the reconciliation 
or at-one-ment accomplished between God and 
man, in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, through 
the union of the Godhead to fallen humanity. 

Let us pause here, and see what we have ob¬ 
tained unto. Of the whole fallen substance of 
manhood considered as one thing in Adam sum¬ 
med up, and iu Adam assuming its present form, 
law, or condition, we have the Godhead, in the pen¬ 
non of the Son, taking up a part, an integral part, 
with the same properties as aU the rest. And tins 
part is so empowered by the Holy Spirit, as to be 
in concert with the Godhead always, and at length 
in crowned of the Father, and seated on the throne 
of his majesty. If this had been any favoured 
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part of the fallen material, then might the law of 
its redemption not have applied to the less favour* 
ed parts. If it had been a part that had never 
fallen, the law of its redemption would not have 
applied at all to the fallen substance of manhood. 
But seeing that it was the same of which all the 
.brethren are partakers, it follows that what, is *Cr 
complished in one portion, is virtually apeeogr 
pli&hed in the whole; that reconciliation being 
made between God and one part of the falleg 
thing, reconciliation is made between . God and 
the whole fallen substance. And therefore -Wilt 
may go about and preach reconciliation untoiaty 
the world, as it is in that text, already (pioted* 
“ God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing unto men their t»e$n 
passes.” We preach the resurrection unto ah 
who have partaken of the death which oaign 
by Adam. We have a right to say, that as ia 
Adam all have died, so in Christ ail have bead: 
recovered from death, or made alive. And doubt 
can there be none, that Christ hath purchased 
unto himself right and lordship over all the fallen 
creatures; and in virtue of his resurrection shall 
raise them all from their graves,—some unto the . 
resurrection of life, and others unto the resurrec* - 
tion of judgment. His resurrection makes him, 
Lord of heaven, and Lord of hell. He hath 
purchased back the possession, and in doing it, 
he hath asserted likewise his lordship over the 
usurpers of the possession. Here then is redemption 
and reconciliation purchased for fallen mankind, by 
the incarnation of Christ, as truly and completely, 
and as extensively as in the Fall by one man*, 
even Adam, death and alienation were procured. 

To .make this a little more, manifest and forcible, 
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it Will be necessary that f speak here a little. 
Concerning the two wills or operations in Christ,— 
K subject which for several centuries agitated tfcfe 
Church': The orthodox doctrine, and a do&ttflfe 
it id of the most vital importance, holdeth tliifit 
there were in Christ two wills or operations, 
which the Monotholites (who hold only one vml 
fe Christ), a class of heretics that grew out of 
the Eutychean stem, denied, asserting, that there 
brifyone operation, Theandric or Godmaril 
Sergius proved, or attempted to prove, that 
was proper to speak neither of one nor of 
Wtlls or operations; and Honorius, bishop of Rome, 
abpronid this course: but Sophronius, Patriarch 
« Jerusalem, stoutly maintained, that one ought 
W profess his faith to be, that there were two 
wills m Jesus Christ; which dogma was confirmed 
by the Sixth General Council of Constantinople, 
and (he opinion of the Monotholites was condemned 
by the catholic church;—as it hath likewise been 
condemned by the Church of England, in the acts 
<jf lier convocation; and by the Church of Scot¬ 
land, in her general condemnation of the doctrine 
of Eutycbes,which these single-will heretics always 
favoured, as they abominated the Council of Chal- 
cedon, in which Eutyches was condemned. Now, 

I ani wefl aware that the unbelieving spirit of this 
age, like the Emperor Heraclius, will be for im-‘ 
posing silence upon such questions, as unim-’ 
portaut; and I confess they are altogether un¬ 
important to those who see in Christ’s work only 
the barter of so much suffering against so much" 
Buffering,of so much merit against so much demerit. 
But to those', who consider the atonement as the" 
deeper mystery of the reconciliation of the holiness 
~ [x]e 
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of God to the unholiness of the fallen creature, 
and the taking out of the way the law of command¬ 
ments, which is the expression of the enmity be¬ 
tween God’s holiness, and the fallen creature, it 
is a question of the utmost importance, and most 
necessary to the complete exposition of the recon¬ 
ciliation or at-one-ment. 

Those who say, that there is but one will in 
Christ, either make him only God, or only man. 
There is the absolute will of the Godhead, and 
there is the limited will of the creature. These 
two may be consentaneous with one another, 
which is holiness ; or they may be dissentient 
from one another, which is unholiness in the crea¬ 
ture ; but the one cannot be the other without con¬ 
founding two most opposite things, the Creator 
and the creature, and introducing the doctrine of 
Spinosa, the doctrine of Eastern Sophists, and 
Western Savans; that God is the soul of the 
world ; that he is diffused through the creatures, 
and that the creature is of him a part. If, again, you 
say with Sergius, that the operation in Christ is 
neither Divine nor human, but a mixture of both, 
as he called it, Theandric or Godmanly, you do 
confuse the two natures of Christ, and make one 
between them, which is neither God’s nature nor 
man’s nature, but an unknown something lying 
between them both, with which man hath no sym¬ 
pathy, or rather no consubstantiality; with which 
God hath no consubstantiality, and, therefore, 
which cannot be Mediator between God and man. 
This also leads directly to the confusing of the 
Creator with the creature, in the person of Christ, 
and therefore to every thing evil besides; and 
again bringeth out God to be the soul of the 
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world, and the world a part of God. It is there* 
lore, however, little apprehended by oar debtor- 
and-creditor divines; no less than to confuse and 
confound all things, thus to permit such points 
of doctrine as this to remain in error, or even 
under silence. 

Now the orthodox doctrine is, that there were 
two wills in Christ; the one the absolute will of 
tbs Godhead, which went on working in its infi¬ 
nite. ctrclesy the Other a man’s will, which was 
bounded by the limited knowledge, the limited 
desires, tbe limited affections, and the limited 
actions ofmanhood; a Divine nature, and a human 
nature, God and man. The orthodox doctrine 
holdetb, moreover, that from the Incarnation on¬ 
wards, and for ever,-the Son of God never thought, 
felt, or acted, but by condescending out of the 
infinitude of tbe Divine will, into tbe finiteness of 
the human will; in which condescension, the 
self-sacrifice, and humiliation, and grace, and 
goodness of the Godhead are revealed; without 
which condescension these attributes of the God¬ 
head oould never have been known unto the crea¬ 
tures. This condescension it is which giveth an 
infinite value to every act of Christ,—in the Father’s 
sight, inasmuch as it makes him known, and ob¬ 
tains his great purpose of self-manifestation ;—in 
the creature's sight, inasmuch as it shews unto 
the -creature the great free-will condescension of 
the Son, by which the Father is made known, 
and the Holy Spirit communicated. Moreover, tbe 
attributes of thought, feeling, and action, under 
which die Godhead is represented to us in the Old 
Testament, before the Incarnation, appertain not 
in the absolute will of the Godhead, which bath no 

[x]e« 
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limitation of 6pace or time, no creature mind, nor 
creature will, but appertain to the Godhead, con¬ 
templating itself as about to be united to the man¬ 
hood by incarnation of the Son; so that all reve¬ 
lation is truly an anticipation by word, like as all 
creation is an anticipation by act of the great thing 
which was accomplished by the union of two wills 
or operations in Christ; or, to express this truth in 
Scripture language, the Spirit of Prophecy is the 
testimony of Jesus. It is not to tell out the truth 
fully, to say that such expressions as God chang- 
eth, God repenteth, are accommodations tp man’s 
way of speaking: they are anticipations of God’s 
way of shewing himself, by taking the nature of 
man into the personality of the Son, and through 
that nature acting the purposes of the Godhead 
by the creatures. And human language itself is 
a great, and, next to creation, the greatest, work 
of God unto the same great end; and Christ the 
Creator is only worthy to be expressed by Christ 
the Word. Be it so, then, that unto every thought, 
word, and act of Christ, there concurreth two 
operations; an operation in the infinite Godhead, 
and an operation in the finite manhood; and that 
these two operations are not the operations of two 
persons, but of one person only; and what result 
and inference have you, but this most sublime, 
most perfect one, that the actings of the God¬ 
head, all the volition, purposes, and actings of the 
Godhead, are consentaneous with, are one with, 
all the volitions, all the actings, of the man¬ 
hood of Christ ? For the Godhead never acteth 
but by the Son; and the Son never acteth unto 
the creatures, but by the manhood, which, with 
his Godhead, formeth one person. Wherefore, 
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this sublime, this perfect truth is for ever incor¬ 
porated in the person of Christ; that Godhead 
and manhood are not in amity merely, not in 
sympathy merely, not in harmony and consocia¬ 
tion merely; but in union, unity, and unition, 
hypostatical or consubstantial. I would not give 
the truth expressed in these words of the Cate¬ 
chism, “ Two distinct natures, and one person 
for ever,” for all the truths that by human lan¬ 
guage have ever been expressed. I would rather 
have been the humblest defender of this truth in 
the four oecumenical councils of the church, than 
have been the greatest reformer of the church, the 
father of the Covenant, or the procurer of the 
English Constitution. But we must bridle our 
spirit, and yoke our strength again unto the 
argument. 

At-one-ment, or reconciliation, is a mere notion, 
figure of speech, or similitude, until it be seen 
effected in the constitution of the person of Christ, 
under these two wills or operations. I object not to 
the similitude taken from paying debts, nor to the 
similitude taken from redeeming captives, nor to 
the similitude taken from one man’s dying in the 
room of another, nor to any of the infinite simili¬ 
tudes which St. Paul useth most eloquently and 
most fitly for illustrating and enforcing this most 
precious truth of the at-one-ment, or reconcilia¬ 
tion ; but the similitudes are, to my mind, only 
poor helps for expressing the largeness, fulness, 
and completeness of the thing which is done by 
the Word’s being made flesh, and which is ex¬ 
hibited as done, by the placing of the Godman 
on the right hand of the Majesty on high, visible 
Head, effective Ruler of the created worlds, and 
of the intelligent creatures which possess them. 
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This head actor of all things enacted, this being 
comprehensive of all beings created, great foun* 
tain of life, full ocean of animation, is in every 
thought, in every act, God and man, God’s will 
and man’s will, in one person united. Every thing 
therefore, thence flowing, circling wide as creation’s 
utmost bound ; every occurrence, every accident, 
every attribute, every act, every relation, every 
change, every position which together constitute 
the variety of life in the creation redeemed and 
ruled by Christ, is in very truth a demonstration of 
manhood at one with Godhead, because it is all 
thought, spoken, and done by the Person, the One 
Person, who in all his thoughts, words, and doings, 
is God and man. What reconciliation like this 
reconciliation, what at-one-ment like this at-one- 
ment ? 

From this great head of orthodox doctrine that 
there w r ere two wills or operations; the one the 
absolute Divine, the other the limited creature 
will, between which perfect unity in one person 
was preserved; and so reconciliation between 
God and the creatures established, not upon the 
conditions of a covenant merely, or by the com' 
mutation of suffering merely, but by the very 
being of Christ, and in his being, and in every 
one of his actions, and in all his eternal govern¬ 
ment, of all creation ;—from this only fit and 
only sufficient demonstration of that atonement 
and reconciliation which the creature languish- 
eth, dieth to know and be assured of, even from 
this truth of truths, the two distinct natures of 
God and man in one person, Satan, as his 
custom is, hath deduced one of the foulest and 
most culpable heresies, which he hath ever at 
hand, to hinder fearful and ignorant people 
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from, listening to the subject, end so to remove 
them away from the knowledge of the hidden 
mystery, and most blessed consolation of the 
truth in Christ, The heresy to which I allude iq 
part, of the Borigpinian heresy against which our 
church heareth continual testimony in the questions 
which she putteth to every preacher before giving 
him licence, and again before ordaining him oyer 
a flock. The heresy is, that the human will of 
Christ was unholy, or contradictive of the Diving 
will, which is an abomination so much to be ab¬ 
horred, as the truth of their harmony and unity 
set forth above is to be prized. For the at-one- 
ment or reconciliation, effected by the two har¬ 
monious consenting wills. Divine and human, id 
the one person of Christ, would be distinctly and 
flatly denied, avoided, and destroyed, if it could 
ever be said that the human will abode not in, and 
assented not to, and set not forth, the will Divine. 
The atonement, the redemption, the reconciliation, 
standeth or falleth with the personal unity of the 
two. distinct natures of Christ. Now this error 
cometh from the Nestorianstem which maintained 
two persons to be joined together in the Christ, 
harmonizing with each other by friendship, con¬ 
sociation, and sympathy, and not by personality: 
but . by what manner of malice, by what blind¬ 
ness of malice, dare they to affix such a tenet upon 
the orthodox, who maintain the very contrary, 
and rest all Christian doctrine upon the contradic¬ 
tion of it ? It is, for I know it well, because we 
say and will maintain unto death, that Chrises flesh 
was as rebellious as ours, as fallen as ours. But 
what then ? is Christ’s flesh the whole of his crea- 
i tare-being ? No: it is his humanity inhabited by 
,.tfye. Doly Ghost, which maketh up his creaturfe- 
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being. And, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost, acting powerfully and with effect to the 
resisting, to the staying, to the overcoming of the 
evil propensity of the fallen man, it is, that the fallen 
manhood of Christ is made mighty, and holy, and 
good, and every way fit to express the will of the 
Divinity. Be it known unto these gainsayers, 
that in Christ, and in the soul redeemed by Christ, 
and in the world redeemed by Christ, we can do 
as ill without the Divinity of the Holy Spirit as we 
can without the Divinity of the Son. We have a 
fallen world to redeem, we have the Son of God 
to redeem it: but these two must not inter¬ 
mingle or be confused with each other; and there¬ 
fore, in order to make that fallen creature harmo¬ 
nious with the Godhead of the Son, and so to obtain 
one person, we must also have in it the life of the 
Holy Ghost, overcoming the death of sin. Ye 
may be able to state out the redemption, without 
a Trinity of persons in the Godhead: I lay claim 
to no such ability. Your Trinity is an idle letter 
in your creed; but it is the soul, the life of mine. 
Your Christ is a suffering God ; I know it well: 
my Christ is a gracious, condescending God, but 
a suffering man. In your Christ, you see but 
one person in a body: in my Christ I see the 
fulness of the Godhead in a body. My Christ is 
the Trinity manifested; not merely the Trinity 
told of, but the Trinity manifested. I have the 
Father manifested in every thing which he doth; 
for he did not his own will, but the will of his 
Father. I have the Son manifested, in uniting 
his Divinity to a humanity prepared for him by 
the Father; and in making the two most contrary 
things to meet and kiss each other, in all the act¬ 
ings of his widest, most comprehensive being. 
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I have the Holy Ghost manifested in eubdtfing, 
restraining, conquering, the evil propensities of 
the fallen manhood, and making it an apt organ 
for expressing the will of the Father; a fit and 
holy substance to enter into personal union with 
the untempted and untemptible Godhead. And 
who -is he that dares stand up and impugn these 
eternal truths ? Be he whom he may, the devil 
himself, with all his legions, I will uphold them 
against him forever; and 1 will say moreover, that 
in upholding these, 1 am upholding the atonement; 
the redemption, the reconciliation, the regenera- 
tion, the kingdom, and the glory of God. 

Doth any one doubt that there was in the flesh • 
of Christ a repugnancy to suffer, a liability to be : 
tempted, in all things as we are tempted, and which ' 
was only prevented from falling before temptation 
by -the faith of his Father’s promises, and by the 
upholding of the Holy Spirit? Then 1 ask that 
man, What is Christ ? a man ? No—for even 
unfallen manhood was disposed to fall into sin. 1 
A fallen man? No—for fallen manhood doth 
nothing bat rin. A creature? No-—for defectibility * 
is the very thing which distinguisheth creature 
from Creator. What nature then hath he besides 
the nature of God? None whatever, save, as these ' 
heretics hold, some pre-existent heavenly huma¬ 
nity; which passed through the virgin unto the 
earth, as by a canal, without partaking of her 
sufastanoe. And then, to what amounteth the 
history of his life ? whereto serveth it? for imitation, 
for consolation, for assurance ? What model have ' 
we of the Holy Ghost’s, manner of working ? What 
proof that the Holy Ghost is able to prevail against 
the fallen creature’s evil functions; what at-one- 
raent or reconciliation is there between God and 


Digitized by 




Ixxviii(l40) THE METHOD. 

fallen creature ? An at-one-ment indeed there is 
between God and this sublimated and super-celes¬ 
tial humanity of yours; but what is that to me,who 
am earthly, sensual, and devilish ? And what is 
Christ’s intercession to me, and what his media¬ 
tion, and what my love and obligation to him? for 
to me it was not that he condescended, but to 
some other creature, of some other kind. 

The whole life of Christ is a demonstration of this 
one thing, that the Second Person and the Third 
Person of the Godhead, conjoined, after their pro¬ 
per modes, with the creature, are able through the 
creature to make manifest unto the fallen creatures, 
and in the fallen creature, the manifold wisdom of 
God. His hunger, his thirst, his weariness, his 
temptation of Satan, his shrinking from the cup 
which his Father gave him to drink, his saying in 
so many words, “ Not my will, but thine bedone,” 
his grief of spirit, his zeal, his sympathy, his tears, 
his love, his pity, his every affection and action 
shew that his flesh had the same, the self-same 
dispositions and inclinations as the flesh of other 
men, which yet in him were restrained, were with¬ 
stood, were overcome, attained not unto a volition, 
attained not unto an action ; and if they attained 
unto a word, it was not a word of purpose or of 
wish, but only a word for our information, to tell 
us that he was of our very substance, and had the 
fellow-feeling of all our pains. And he lived by 
faith as we do, upon God’s written and recorded 
word ; as Paul solemnly declareth, in the second 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, quoting 
from the Old Testament, what occurreth not in 
one place, but in an hundred places, yea, I may 
say, wherever Christ is spoken of, “ I will put 
my trust in him.” But is faith dishonourable? Ye 
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fsob, it i* nloat honourable and holy, Boyhtis 
that which is dithniAurahle and sinful. Now* 
like as Christ teacheth-us, by his agony, how his. 
ftesh. shrank back in the prospect of that which it 
was tot endure; not infinite measures as they say of- 
human suffering', but simple, single, human suffer* 
ing; even so doth he teach us by that word which, 
he spake at the grave of Lazarus, how truly he 
lired by faith, and. how desirous he was that 
this! great head of doctrine should be acknow¬ 
ledged and believed. " Jesus lifted up . his eyeaj 
and said, Father I thank thee that, thou hast 
heard me ; and I know that thou hearcst me 
always, but because of the people which stand 
by, lend it, that, they may believe that thou hash 
sent mb.” 

» 1 cannot here refrain from relieving and adorning 
this argument by a quotation from the letter of adear. 
friend, whose thoughts upon this subject 1 wish be 
would embody in some more lasting and enduring 
form.—»“ To the history of the Lord himself let ua 
knk< for a solution and an example. When he waa 
tempted, wiait not by a thought of evil present¬ 
ed to his mind ? Was it not, in very deed, con- 
icionsly there ? Otherwise, the power of temp¬ 
tation could never have been felt, nor his spirit of 
harness subjected to a trial. It was consciously 
there, bbt; it had no results nerveless, and des¬ 
titute of all creativeneas, it stood fixed in eternal 
kmetioess and desolation j—and each that his 
enemy dared to suggest to his innocent and righte¬ 
ous soul, shared the same iaxmntable doom. Such 
thoughts were, however, by his supreme dominion 
yver them, productive of thoughts of a different 
order and nature: they were the eceasioB of holy 
thoughts : whieh but: for. thefti would not have 
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been present to the Saviour’s soul: still, however, 
they perished not,—their perpetuated existence is 
monumental of the Saviour’s triumph. And al¬ 
though isolated, neither creatively, nor by transfu¬ 
sion, existing in his mind, they did, as the occasion 
for the manifestation of his holy power in the hour 
of temptation, continue to modify the Saviour’s 
condition ; inasmuch as he thus, by the things he 
suffered, and the things that tempted him, was 
taught obedience, and made perfect. Now, from 
this we may most certainly learn the grand secret 
of mental discipline.—What was it that enabled 
Christ, instantaneously, and for ever, to interpose 
an insuperable barrier between those evil thoughts 
suggested to him by his enemy, in the recorded 
temptation, and his own approved and responsible 
meditations? What but the Holy Spirit dwelling 
in him in full and perfect measure, or rather with¬ 
out measure infinitely ? There were they fixed, 
without the possibility of transfusion or com¬ 
mixture with kindred thoughts; for in his mind 
there were no similar elements, or amalgamating 
sympathies,—and there they are in eternal con¬ 
trast to his lovely and holy resolutions,—truly ex¬ 
isting, that all spirits may behold, wherein he 
triumphed ; and, while beholding, may kindle into 
an undying admiration and love of his glorious 
virtue. Now in this why should we not imitate 
Him? We cannot annihilate the indestructible 
thought; nor, like him, so perfectly separate 
between the evil and the good ; but it is in pro¬ 
portion to the measure of faith, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, by which we are partakers of a similar 
virtue, that we essay to accomplish in part, what, 
in perfection, he so divinely effected. What he did 
with all, we may do with some ;—and in what 
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consist the ambition, the travail, the triumph of a 
believer’s soul, since an evil thought cannot pos¬ 
sibly be prevented, but to check its creativeness 
of evil ?—dn this field Christ earned his glory; 
and in the same field his followers must struggle 
for their crown. When so tempted, may the 
watch-word in the decisive crisis ever be, * Re¬ 
member Christ: as he overcame, so must and, 
according as the Holy Ghost is given us, we must 
proceed to sever it from all that follows, bycall- 
ing from the depths of the soul the corresponding 
holy thought, that compunctious sorrow nurtured 
by love for Christ’s virtue, and anguish for want 
of Christ’s perfection. O never may a thought 
be suffered to pass without the scrutiny of our 
jealous souls—‘ What — whence—whither art 
thou? Child of the Spirit, or offspring of the 
devil ? ’ Nor any to remain, vital and creative, 
but such as can reply ,—* From God’s own bosom 
I come, to God’s own bosom I return; element 
of undefiled and undecaying blessedness.’ But 
in all this let us give God the glory. In Him, and 
from Him, is the beginning and the end of all per¬ 
fection;—in ourselves, and by ourselves, evil will 
go on producing evil in continued succession,— 
accumulating all variety of pollutions in the soul; 
—again I say then, Remember Christ: think how 
he overcame: all that he had, he received of the 
Father. Never let us cease, therefore, with our 
heart and flesh to cry, that by his Holy Spirit He 
would take of the things which He gave to that 
blessed Conqueror; shewing us how he toiled 
and triumphed, that we, so toiling and so triumph¬ 
ing, may be sharers of his unspeakable glory.” 

Wemay say. therefore,tbqtin the flesh of Christ, 
all flesh stood represented that, in the flesh -of 
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Christ all the infirmities, sin, and guilt, of all flesh 
was gathered into one ; and in the great triumph 
which the Godhead attained over the confederate 
powers of darkness and of wickedness in the holy, 
blameless life of Christ, that sin was vanquished 
and condemned in the flesh, and Jesus became Lord 
of living flesh by right of redemption ; and that he 
hath conveyed by his victorious life unto all men 
a redemption from the slavery and bondage of sin, 
which Satan had obtained for himself, and over 
which he held the power. And to this agrees the 
word of the Apostle, Rom. viii. 3 : “ For what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh:” that is to say, the law could not get the 
better of sin ; and to accomplish this, the incarna¬ 
tion of the Son of God was necessary, “ not in 
the likeness of angels, not in the likeness of sinless 
flesh, but in the likeness of sinful flesh,” or as it 
is in the original, “ in likeness of flesh, of sin, and 
about sin,” that is, “ with a view to sin, con¬ 
demned the sin in the flesh.” This, having ac¬ 
complished, the law was made bootless. The law 
had revealed the weakness of the flesh, and proved 
that when a Being should come in flesh, and keep 
the law, that Being was more than rnan. The law 
did serve to establish Christ God, by differencing 
him from every other being in flesh and blood 
subsisting. He took the weakness, he took the 
sinfulness; in one word, he took the fallenness 
of flesh; or, to use the Scripture language, 
“ God made him sin for us.” And being thus con¬ 
stituted by might of holiness Divine, he strangled 
the serpent in his very cradle, and triumphed over 
him until his death; so that flesh is not any more 
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heir to Bin; sin 1 is not my more imputed. ufltO 
«nen. Char infirmities and our diseases are hornet 
Sin may skulk about ■us like a condemned thing* 
or abide in us like an imprisoned thing; but it 
bath no law nor liberty. We are heirs to righte¬ 
ousness, to justification, to power* as it is written* 
“ Hint that knew not sin be hath made sin fbt 
ns, that we might become God’s righteousness in 
him.” God’s righteousness, therefore, are we be* 
come in Christ; and if so, then Christ was made 
the offering for sin, and in him da is swallowed 
up, and out of him fioweth an everlasting righte¬ 
ousness, which is called God’s righteousness, be¬ 
cause it is the only righteousness God nccounteth 
nttch. We fondly think that there is a righteous¬ 
ness in us. We fondly think that if Adam had 
stood, them would have been nothing hut righte¬ 
ousness, never believing that Adam’s fall was 
as necessary to the bringing in of Christ, as 
Adam’s creation;—necessary for this very end, of 
shewing that there was, and could be, no righ¬ 
teousness of God, bat that which flowed from his 
own San in the creature-form; and therefore, 
until he came, creation went on plunging deeper 
and deeper into sin. Christ therefore is the foun¬ 
tain of righteousness, as he is the fountain of 
every thing else, and thus he standeth unto the 
creatures; bright Sun of light, life, purity, and 
goodness. Moreover, Christ was made sin for us, 
had weakness for us, and a curse for us, that he 
might he able to taste of death for every man, and 
to overcome turn who had the power of death. 
Death proved the creature not to have life in 
•itself; in order that -he who had life in himself, 
might be proved more than the creators, that he 
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might be proved The Life. Satan had this power 
over death given to him, that by taking it from 
him Christ might be proved the more powerful, the 
living one. And all men had been brought under 
Satan’s dominion of the grave, in order that by 
the resurrection of all from the grave, Christ might 
be demonstrated Lord of all. Lord of life, the Re¬ 
surrection and the Life. By his death, moreover, 
the infirmity of all flesh died; and in his resurrec¬ 
tion the life of all flesh arose; and in his ascension 
to the right hand of God flesh ascended above 
angels, and principalities, and powers. And in 
the descent of the Spirit, God-manhood bestowed 
God’s righteousness, God’s life unto manhood in 
the flesh ; and thus in Christ is God’s glory unto 
the creature manifested, is God’s glory in the 
creature vested, is God’s glory by the creature 
communicated, is God’s work through the creature 
accomplished. And all that was done at creation 
by God, under the assumed limitation of creature- 
form is done over again, or rather is perfected in 
its doing by Christ, in whom that assumed form 
was realized. And what is the preaching of 
Christ ? Is it not even the forth-setting of him 
unto all men ; as having wrought for all men this 
unspeakable redemption ; as having delivered flesh 
from the power of sin, and from the power of death ; 
as having purchased for us the good-will and favour 
of God, which we had lost and forfeited ; as hav¬ 
ing attained unto the undisputed lordship over 
us ; as having the keys of hell and of death. This 
is the glad tidings, this is the good news, this is 
the Gospel of the grace of God, this is the ministry 
of reconciliation through the faith of Christ. And 
when thus freely, fully, intelligently and unequi- 
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Vdeattypnesched, it is that the Gospel proveth t6 
be the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
And when this message is believed, I will now 
shew yon the standing into which it brings the 
creature onto God. - - • ' ' • * r 

i i r v •** j ,-* y .4- • - . - t /« • « - 

This unspeakable and inestimable work of Christ 
in tiie flesh for every man, as it is written, “ that 
he, by the grace of God, should taste death for 
every man;" and again," who is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of them that believe; ’’ and again, 
f< thattbrough death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, and deliver them, who, through 
fear of death, were all their life-time subject to 
bondage; ”—this ineffable benefit wrought for 
mankind; this redemption and resurrection of its 
estate, all done, all accomplished, and all freely 
jnresented unto the World through Christ, and in 
Christ, is God’s argument against the argument of 
Satan, is faith and hope’s good against the good 
of sense, is Christ’s plea against nature’s, made, 
and by preaching proclaimed, unto the four quar¬ 
ters ofthe world. And wherever this is proclaimed 
rightly, men are brought under the penalty of 
having rejected, or under the benefit of having re¬ 
ceived God’s Christ,—of having rejected or of hav¬ 
ing received God himself. And now it is, when the 
Gospel hath been preached unto him, that man dis¬ 
covered What is the true dignity and use of his 
reason,-^namely, for the sake of weighing and de¬ 
ciding'between these two claimants; the world as 
it is seen out of God, lying in the evil one, and the 
world as it is believed by faith to lie in Christ, the 
Holy One. Reason is able to apprehend the good, 
as well as the evil. The fhllen man is not one who 

[K]f 
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knows only evil, but one who knows good and 
evil: as it is written (Gen. iii. 22), “ And the 
Lord said, Behold, the man is become as one of 
us, to know good and evil.” In Christ risen, 
having wrought his work and achieved his con¬ 
quest, the good to be perused, to be known, to be 
believed, is held up to fallen man. Blessed object 
of hope! blessed object of holiness! blessed object 
of all goodness ! This is our office as preachers 
and ministers of the Reconciliation, to hold it op 
before you, to lay it open unto your various facul¬ 
ties of desire, of hope, of faith, to instal you in the 
possession of it by sacramentary seals, to en¬ 
feoff you in its holiness with sacramental washing 
of water, to enfeoff you in its bodily substance, 
with bread and wine, and in every possible way 
which human wisdom can devise to secure man in 
the assurance that Christ’s reconciliation and re¬ 
demption is as truly the common inheritance of 
the race, and will as truly be proved so by the re¬ 
surrection of all, as sin is proved to be the com¬ 
mon inheritance of the race, by the death of all. 

Thus, then, men are brought into a strait between 
two. On the one hand, the devil’s world of sight, 
dressing out to them its blessedness, its dignity, 
its heaven: on the other hand, Christ’s “ world 
to come, the habitable world to come, whereof we 
speak” (Heb. ii. 5), dressing out to them, by the 
minister’s voice, its true blessedness, its true dig¬ 
nity, its true heaven, to be enjoyed and possessed 
after the resurrection. Both these worlds, Satan’s 
and Christ’s, are capable of being known and ap¬ 
prehended by every man; but the knowledge and 
apprehension of a thing is not the possession of it. 
Reason, God’s creature, unto which Christ is ad- 
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dressed by the preacher, /even as Christ in/flesh 
was ad dressed, unto sense, likewise God’s creature* 
reason, being thus dealt withal, straightway dish 
covereth ,the bondage, of die will. . She would put 
forth her hand and take also of the tree of life, and 
eat and live for ever; but she findeth that «he 
cannot; and if we preach no more than this re* 
conciliation, we would agonize men, and not bless 
them. >Ve see it, we would possess it, but the 
^eyil is too mighty far ns, Then he saitb. Cast 
-yourselves upon .God, for that help which you 
htaly need. He sent not,his £}on to tantalize, nor 
yet to agonize, but . :to bless and saxe you. Yap 
haveupprehended those, good things that are in 
Christ, even life and immortality : that is God’s 
argument for you to trust in him. He hath seat 
tout his Son, in reason’s form.arrayed, with mams 
perfectibility and with man's perfection, as his 
boon to man, in order that thou; O. creature man, 
might know how merciful a Creator i thou hast, 
hpw good,.how gracious; and that thou mightest 
bless him for the reason thou possessest to appre¬ 
hend these things,—for. the capacities thou pos- 
neatest to inherit them,—for the inheritance itself, 

. for the life itself, which now is brought out onto 
> thee, from the purpose of the eternal, in the per- 
jwnof Christ. Thou sayest truly, that there is a 
mighty work yet to do: that work is with the 
father; and if thou wilt not trust the Father to do 
it—him who is thy .rightful Creator, and who now 
hath manifested himself thy reconciled Father, 
if then wilt not trust,.—then assuredly theu art 
/.proved twice dead, twice rebellious. To theo 
Christ hath indeed died ipirahn: Thoupvefe«rpst 
present death, andfutu re.resurrection unto judg- 
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ment and eternal death ; thy perdition thou prefer- 
rest to the Creator’s authority, and a Father’s love. 
Thou tramplest upon Christ, whom he hath sent, 
and in whom he hath vested all power, visible, 
and invisible. Thou shalt be brought up to judg¬ 
ment out of thy grave, by the voice of him whom 
now thou wilt not hear; and by virtue of his death 
thou shalt receive power of resurrection, and shalt 
bear up in thyself through eternity the righteous¬ 
ness and justice of his lordship; as the blessed 
shall bear up the grace and mercy of the same. 
Thus it is, holy brethren, that the universal re¬ 
conciliation which Christ’s death hath wrought, 
and the universal restoration unto life which 
his resurrection hath wrought, instead of being 
the support of universal salvation, is the sup¬ 
port of universal right and lordship over all 
the creatures, which for the present doth con¬ 
stitute the world in him to stand, and for him 
obligated unto the Father; and hereafter shall 
constitute the world in two estates, of eternal and 
infallible blessedness, or eternal and unchangeable 
misery,—the one in virtue of his lordship honoured, 
the other in virtue of his lordship dishonoured; 
the one vessels unto honour, the other vessels 
unto dishonour. 

Seeing then, dearly beloved brethren, that there 
is felt within the mind of every man, an inability 
to lay hold upon and lift himself into the ark which 
Christ hath certainly builded, for the world’s life; 
seeing likewise that this inability is constantly 
foretold and anticipated, in the separate states of 
heaven and hell; I ask by what name is this power 
to be called which God hath reserved with him¬ 
self, of empowering the rational man, thus in- 
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structedby Christ to believe, delight in, end 
follow, these instructions, and so honour the 
Lord of: all, rather than to obey the great enemy 
of souls, debase his reason, disallow Christ, 
and renounce the eternal God, from whom he 
qusus l By what naine, I say, is this hidden and 
8foret thing to be called, but the will of the Father,, 
the unwealed, unknown,: unconditional will of 
the Father ?, And this is what election hath tel 
do with- Election is the acting of this will unto 
an individual; and election essentially implies the 
acting, of. this will upon an individual. Redemp¬ 
tion lathe anting of God’s will unto all; but elec- 
tfoa. is the choosing of some one, or some ones 
them the. ail. When we preach redemption there¬ 
fore, we preach unto the common sane the undo¬ 
ing of the Fall, the reducing of the creature under 
Christ, the manifestation of his weak in purchas¬ 
ing the creature. It is virtually the shewing forth 
of Christ, as the basis, the support, the bulwark, 
the security, of creature-being. In one word, it 
is preaching the manifest God. But when we 
preach election, we stand upon the vantage ground 
of! this manifested grace, love, right, and power of 
the Godhead, and speak to persons, not to com¬ 
munities ; and we say. Now thou, brother, who 
knowest and aoknowledgest this workof Christ, but 
focleat that still thou lackest power to submit thy* 
qttf wato him, seek this which thou lackest from 
the Father. Go thou in, and use Christ as thy 
Mediator. Acknowledge the Father’s will, make 
known to him thine own sense of poverty and 
weakness. Shew to him how thou wouldest fun 
glorify Christ, by a life of acknowledgment to 
him, if tbou couldost; but thou eanst not, except 
the Father draw thee. Take unto thyself the 
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cohfidence of a believe'r fn Christ, to ask'iff the 
name of Christ what thou needest. Thus, witb 
all the desire and confidence which theGospielhath 
inspired thee with, suspend thyself upon'the Father, 
and in so doing thou dost acknowledge his right of 
election.—Oh how important is thismattef whereof 
I am now discoursing 1 The Lord give mbfykftBy 
words. There is not such a madness as for il man 
to resist election. It is Satan’s own expedient, 
to blast redemption, and to destroy the dignity, 
the nobility of a person, of a single soul. ! ' 

To talk of conditional election, is the tnostegife- 
gious folly, the most entire rejection of Christ, die 
most wilful insurrection against the Father. -First, 
to ask a condition over and above what is COhtfcfttod 
in Christ’s work, is to disannul that work, and to 
say to the Father, Thy grace is not yet enough; I 
cannot trust thee yet. What a speech, what a 
thought for a creature! But what an awftd speech, 
what a hideous thought for a creature who be- 
lieveth in redemption, who seeth the grace of God 
in Christ, and will not trust him!—Secondly, 
What a defeat of Christ, what a renunciation of 
his work, which was nothing else but that he 
might obtain trust for his Father! Talk to me of 
receiving Christ, and not believingin unconditional 
election! You know not what you say. Talk to 
me of living in doubt of this, and yet living'by 
faith ! The thing is impossible. If you be living 
in the honour of Christ, you must Be living in the 
honour of him that sent him; and stirely you will 
not be making conditions with your Creator; tf you 
are honouring him. Moreover you are making ship¬ 
wreck of your own dignity; I may say, destroying 
your own personality, and sihking ybuTtfalf in the 
community of the reconciled, if you thuS ttfakfclight 
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of election, ---for theTeconciliptipn is common hnto 
many, bat the ^ec^onis peculiar unto ope. No 
one can, think, of election without thinking of him¬ 
self; no one can,believe inelection without contem¬ 
plating God as transacting: witb.hiipself* /fhis is 
. true ground of a.personal interest in Christ; 

an d where th** is not ip estimation, there may be' 
l socialand ecclesw^cal religion, but personal there 
will ’be none,. AHdig(#i^ ppt tpg$fcer are nothing, 
to this dignity of being reg&rd^jwdbeloved by> 
God. What will deliver you ;ftpin pr^tcT^t, 
^jcnm ecclesiastical domination, from the fashion 
of the religious world, from public opinion, is to 
tCOipe into communication with God, not upon the 
I . cotptnon .ground of redemption merely, but upon 
. the-private, peculiar, and personal ground of elec¬ 
tion also. This is what will remove you from being 
an atom in a mass composed of many atoms, and 
you. to hecome an individual capable of assi¬ 
milating individuals to yourself, and haying in 
t yourself an integral individual life. This is what 
every stone .of the temple a living stone; 
this is what makes every member of Christ alive; 
this is what constitutes the vitality of the church, 

. and differepceth between a papal mass, a religious- 
world mass, and a living body of living members. 

‘ Xn one word, wherever this doctrine of election hath 
1 been duly prized by any church, as by the Church 
' o£ Scotlan d, and by the Church of England, 
until the days of Laud, it hath stirred up the 
, jnjght of men as individuals, and delivered them 
,, from, the lethargetic corruption of aggregate 
masses. And to this it is, far more than to all 
, causes put together, that the children of the 
. Scottish Church have so much individual prow- 
.,i.'Pfas, and individual success, in all parts of the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE METHOD. 


xcii(uo) 

world; because the personal hath been cultivated 
in them, by the constant recognition of this doc¬ 
trine of election, while the principle of commu¬ 
nity hath been preserved by the doctrine of the 
redemption,—into which, however, they have not 
generally so much insight, nor so much liberty of 
declaring it, as they have into the former. In one 
word, Is the invisible Godhead to have a place in 
our creed, or is it not? If, as all Scripture teach- 
eth, the invisible, incomprehensible Godhead, hath 
the chiefest place in our faith, being the great 
object of our worship, then must election have 
the principal place in our creed, as representing 
the intercourse between the soul, and the invi¬ 
sible, incomprehensible God. Is the unseen ope¬ 
ration of the Holy Ghost, whereby the invisible 
God communicates his invisible actings to the 
invisible soul, to have a place in our creed ? that 
is to say, are we to hope for special manifestations 
and revelations of the Spirit ? Are we to know 
God as our God, to be taken into his pavilion, 
and to be filled with his love ? are we to enjoy 
raptures, and seizures, and solitary sequestered 
enjoyments of the Divine presence, with which 
no other intermeddleth ? then must election stand, 
for election doth name that particular operation of 
God’s Spirit which one only can partake ofj by 
himself, and in himself, though he may be able 
to communicate, and tell somewhat of the same, 
for the encouragement of his brother. These two 
great doctrines,—the commonness of the redemp¬ 
tion, the personality of the election, do stand, and 
prop each other up : they can only stand together, 
and where they are not maintained with equal 
foot, evil betideth both. The former without 
the latter degenerates into universal salvation ; 
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tiwlatter wittamt Urn formtodegeheratee into blind 
and absolute fate/partiality, or fevUvuritiam, But 
wfeave'tbe two are held (fast, they become the twft> 
poles upm which the goodness, and beaUtyyaJid’ 
solidity df /the Divine purposetevolTe .. 1 ;.•••* 

J'j ' 1 '• ' , * * - 1 > K I * * * ' •' • 1 * •' * f ■ t 

The i haweoay and mutual support of these 
two great principles is, however, so little under-' 
stood, and in 'this day thereia so great a ten¬ 
dency to odeedB of one article only, that I deem > 
it good to open this pointallttle further. The 
redemption, which is the work of the Godhead' 
ini Gkdst, done for the glory df Christ, and for' 
the/bringing of all things Under hita; this Work ! 
securing to mankind unspeakable benefits, done 
foc us by the Godhead, in the person of Christ, 
doth draw the soul unto the Father, whose love 
and goodness have thus been expressed by bis 
Son. I say not that the redemption, as it in 
itself affectoth a human soul, can work any such 
sense 1 of the Divine goodness as will overcome the ' 
natural alienation of the fallen man; bat that 
there is’enough in that which is in Christ re* 
vealed, and by the fallen man may be appro* 
bended, to'place every one beyond all excuse, in 
net drawing'near unto God with confidence, and 
with assurance of hope to receive strength from 
his own Almighty hand. When the soul, thus 
taught: concerning the Father by Christ, doth 
commit her cate unto the Father, she » acting 
fiuth upon the invisible and unrevealed purpose of 
election; she hath oast herself upon the absolute 
wiU of God; .she hath taken his encouragement; : 
she: bath. <aecepted bin grace, and cast herself 
wholly upoa his care;*—in all which, she proceeds 
by the* way of i bo* revelation of Christ; and 1 to the 
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end of being enabled to acknowledge and to glo¬ 
rify Christ, making him the way unto the Father, 
the Mediator between God and man.—Now, this 
acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty expresseth 
itself, first, in a firm faith of that deliverance 
which he hath given us in Christ; deliverance 
from the curse of the law; deliverance from a 
burdened conscience; deliverance from the fear of 
God’s wrath: and, secondly, it proceeds in a good 
hope that the same most gracious God will com¬ 
municate unto us the benefits of Christ’s resurrec¬ 
tion, which are, regeneration of the Holy Ghost, 
and the powers, desires, and affections of the re¬ 
newed man. This good hope we entertain, not as 
the reward or price of our faith, but as the conti¬ 
nuance of that honour and glory which the Father 
hath vested in his own Son; that power of an 
endless life, that unchangeable priesthood which 
he hath received for the sake of all the Father's 
elected ones,—in one word, that power which he 
hath received from the Father since he ascended 
up on high. To those, indeed, who have been 
baptised, this hope of a thing to be possessed is 
changed into the assurance of a thing possessed. 
The baptized should believe that he hath received 
the Holy Ghost, and go about the works of the 
church, as one who hath received power from on 
high ; and the church expecteth him, like a good 
soldier, who hath received his outfit and his 
armour, and his charges, to resist the devil, the 
world, and the flesh. A baptized person ought 
never to doubt of his election, but go on to make 
his calling and election sure ; the very intention of 
a church being to represent the election. So that 
a member of the church of Christ is beholden 
to believe in the election of the Father, no less 
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than'in (the redemption of thfei&bnt.afBd bis JobOiur 
ought to bete) stir-up tbe sprit that is.irr him, 
which* was- given' him ih the<holy sacrament of 
Baptism; m. the name of the Father, the Son r 
and.the Holy Ghost, was 'named oyer him, so is 
be a.witness for the offioes of the Father, of . tbe 
Son, and of the. Holy Ghofct. Moreover, a be¬ 
liever in (the. Father’s sovereignty, one wbo . is 
'willing to take ins standing under the purpose, of 
election, doth- acknowledge' the same, byt a 
tinual resignation undo the Father’s will, both in 
providence tutd in grace. In. providence, which 
beeometh grace the moinentit is recognised as 
proceeding from a Father,—and therefore I rathpr 
make use of. than sanction tbe distinction,—he 
seetb the absolute and inscrutable will of God, 
opening and disclosing itself unto him personally; 
and being a worshipper of that absolute will, and 
a believer in election, he murmureth. not, com- 
plftineth not,fbut yieldeth .unto God, and so hp- 
nonreth the great name of God; This is tbe 
renewed' will of the believer worshipping the ab- 
shltfte will of God. This is* the true imitation 
of Christ, wtbo ever said, “ Not my will, but 
thine be done.” This is the practical acknow¬ 
ledgment of God’s sovereignty over, and .his pro- 
: priety mas, to do with us what seemeth to him 
good. Besides this, the believer in God the 
Father’s absolute decree of election doth farther 
resign himself unto the will of God' m.grace*— that 
' -is, in' experiences purely spiritual,—as well as.in 
• providence, being oontavt with that measure of the 
! Holy Spirit which the Father may please to ap¬ 
portion unto him; being content with that office in 
the body of Christ which, the Father may. assign 
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to him, being content with that post in the field 
of combat with Satan where the Father may 
station him. If under hidings of the Father’s 
countenance, still patient, and waiting for the light 
thereof, as they that watch for the morning; if 
under famine of the bread of life, or under the 
ministry of error, and far removed from the fel¬ 
lowship of true saints, and fallen amongst false 
brethren, still, not the less resigned unto the dis¬ 
posal of God, honouring the great Head of the 
church, and standing fast in the communion of the 
saints ; the entire work of the Spirit is the fruit 
of resignation unto, and dependance upon, the 
invisible God, upon the absolute decree and un- 
revealed will of the Father. No man can receive 
the Spirit, merely by believing upon the redemp¬ 
tion of Christ; for the Spirit proceedeth not from 
the Son only, but from the Father and the Son. 
By the redemption of Christ, we must be carried 
upward and inward unto the Father, from whose 
bosom Christ came forth; and in the act of wor¬ 
shipping him, and resigning ourselves unto him, 
whose grace hath appeared in Jesus Christ, we do 
receive the seal of the Spirit, because we have 
known and acknowledged both the Father and 
the Son, from whom the Spirit proceedeth forth. 

Therefore I say, that to the belief of Christ 
manifest in the flesh must be added the belief of 
the Father’s inscrutable decree of election before 
the Spirit can be received. Now it is no objec¬ 
tion to this to say, that many who have not been 
able to enter iuto the absolute decrees of God do 
yet seem to possess the Spirit. There is a great 
difference between a man’s faith and his own in¬ 
terpretation of his faith. Many who profess to 
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abhor the absolute decrees of God, are not the 
less'believers therein, and actors thereon, though 
they wot H -not;—-for they believe in free grace; 
that is, God’s undeserved favour onto miserable 
helpless sinners. But how can it .be free, other¬ 
wise than as it dependeth upon God’s will ? If it 
depend upon something in us, conditional thereto 1 , 
then where is its freedom? Moreover, they be¬ 
lieve that God apprehendeth us, and not we him. 
And if the origination of the work is with God, 
what can originate it but an aet of his own Will, 
absolute and inscrutable ? They believe, moreover* 
that Without the work of tire Spirit,- the work of 
Christ cannot save any one: and unto whom doth 
the giving of the Spirit appertain? Is it ours to 
draw him down? or is it the Father's to bestow 
him! Not onrs to draw him down, but the Fa¬ 
ther’s to bestow him; and is not this again ano¬ 
ther acknowledgment of the Father’s sovereign 
and arbitrary will ? Moreover, what is prayer unto 
the invisible God, through the manifest God, but 
a continual rising through the visible Christ, into 
the invisible Father, and a constant acknowledg¬ 
ment of his primary place and originating power 
in every particular personal gift which proceedeth 
through Christ? So.that you perceive how all 
believing, praying Christians are in the daily, 
hourly practice of both acknowledging and occu¬ 
pying this greatest sphere of Divine truth, which; 
in contradistinction to the manifested redemption; 
we name election, free choice, sovereign will, the 
trntoonditidnal decree of God. And we therefore 
come back to our declaration, that the work of the 
Spirit proceedeth exactly 'in proportion as we 
know what*in Christ is all revealed unto know- 
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ledge, and submit unto the Father all beyond 
which concerneth his glory, the glory of his Son, 
our being, and the being of other men. There¬ 
fore, whosoever would have the Spirit in a great 
and plentiful measure, must be covetous of know¬ 
ledge, and unwearied in prayer;—knowledge 
being the worship of Christ, and ignorance the 
denial of him; prayer being the worship of the 
hidden Father, and the neglect of prayer being 
the denial of him. But wherever all that is re¬ 
vealed in Christ is diligently searched into ; not 
shrunk from, but known, possessed, and delighted 
in. Wherever the unknown of things and of being 
is reverently and humbly committed unto the Fa¬ 
ther by faithful prayer, it cometh to pass without 
fail, that the Spirit proceedeth upon such an one, 
to assure his soul, with respect to things uncer¬ 
tain, to comfort him with respect to things afflic¬ 
tive, to enlighten him with respect to things that 
may be known, and to increase his faith with 
respect to things which cannot be known; to 
enliven hope, with respect to things promised, 
to quicken desire towards things good, and to 
strengthen abhorrence of things evil; to increase 
patience of this estate of trial; and in general to 
remedy the defects of sight, and to comfort under 
the privations and oppressions of sense. So that 
the Spirit is the seal of the Father’s election; the 
baptism proceeding from the risen Son. As Christ, 
having wrought out the redemption, did, upon his 
ascension into glory, receive from the Father the 
promise of the Spirit, which now he dispenseth, 
not to all, but only to the elect of God; so we, 
believing in the work of Christ unto the resur¬ 
rection, do receive that common redemption by 
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which he purchased the world bock from sin and 
Satan; but by passing with him into the invisible; 
and believing on him as the exalted one of God, re> 
oernngthe secret purposes of the Father, through 
fellowship of the Godhead, that he may com* 
mtmicate them unto the Father’s elect oubs, 
through fellowship of then- manhood.' Thus hex 
Moving,' I say; in the invisible power and preen* 
lege of Christ, wedo -in fact believe in thh Father 
whose powers he-bath received .to execute 9 aadnb 
believing, we arebaptized whh the Holy Ghost 
And thus, dear brethren, you have a 1 more .fall 
and complete view ef the several parts: which the 
persons -im the Godhead do togfethear bear in the 
method of oar salvation the 'Father sending 
forth the Son, to reveal whatever the creature can 
know concerning Godthe Son revealing the 
same, with the single object of glorifying the im 
visible Father, from whom he proceedeth forth; 
and calling uponi all men, by the. comm on gift so 
generously bestowed, to'trust in and rely upon 
the Father for something further which remaineth 
to be'wrought in each one of us by the Spirit 
whom he will send;—the Spirit coming unto;as 
many as have known the Son, and are trusting in 
tire Father to perfect that work -of our salvation 
which the persons of the Godhead have under¬ 
taken, and to seal the heire of glory; until the day 
of redemption, who, as'they receive that precious 
Spirit, do grow in the knowledge of the Father 
and the Son; yea, have the Father 'and the Son 
abiding in them, in the person oftbe Holy Ghost. 
Wherefore, I exhort youallto give; youraelve* up 
unto the'knowledge of Christ, and: unto the wor¬ 
ship of the invisible'Father, that ye may receive 
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the inward assurance and blessedness of the Holy 
Ghost. 

In these times I do discern such a narrowness 
of spirit, and what I would call systematic igno¬ 
rance prevailing in the church, and especially 
such an unwillingness to admit the one or the 
other of these two great sustaining principles, 
the universality of the reconciliation and the 
particularity of the election, that I cannot yet 
take leave of the subject without shewing how 
thoroughly they are interwoven in the doctrine of 
a Trinity, in the work of Incarnation, in the very 
being of a church. This is the distinction be¬ 
tween the principle of reconciliation and the 
principle of election: that all which the Lord 
Jesus did, up to the resurrection, he did for 
mankind in general; but that all that he hath 
done, since the resurrection, he doth in order 
to make a difference, not to establish a common 
right, but to make the difference between the 
election and the reprobation; the election bap¬ 
tizing with the Holy Ghost, the reprobation 
suffering to remain under the penalty, not indeed 
of a broken law which he hath removed from 
all alike, but under the penalty of a rejected 
Gospel. That, therefore, upon which election 
standeth, is the office which Christ fulfilleth since 
his resurrection; that upon which reconciliation 
standeth, the common gifts which he hath 
purchased by his death, and the title which he 
hath thereby made up for himself, unto the 
possession and lordship of all the creatures. 
As Reconciler, He took off the curse of the Law, 
which, though not openly imposed from the be- 
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ginning, had been laid on in all its iron terrors 
by the covenant of Sinai, which I take to be the 
true covenant of works, according to that saying 
of the Apostle Paul, “ The Law speaketh on this 
wise: He that doeth these things shall live in 
them.” This Law, having kept, he had no right 
to die, but his right was to live in them. He be¬ 
came, so to speak, the proprietor of the Law, the 
only competent judge, as being the only innocent 
man. He hath, as it were, taken up the forfeited 
estate of life, by paying a condition .erf perfect 
holiness; and, therefore, his submitting unto 
death, is a second and a higher mystery than his 
removing the cturse of the Law. By the free-will 
submission of himself to death, which he was ca¬ 
pable of, as being in the fallen state, though not 
obliged to it, as being perfectly holy, he did as it 
were do for the dead what he had already done for 
the living. By keeping the Law, he absolved all that 
came after him from that Law; but by death, he 
did this, moreover, that he delivered all that went 
before him, from him that had the power of deaths 
This retrospective action of his death is distinctly 
referred to in these two passages of holy writ. 
Korn. iii. 25: “ Whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his blood, to de¬ 
clare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are , past through the forbearance of God.” 
And Heb. ix. 15: “ And for this cause he is the 
Mediator of the New Testament, that by means of 
death, for the redemption of the transgressions 
that were under the first testament, they having 
being called might receive the promise of the eter¬ 
nal inheritance.” After taking away the bondage of 
the law from .the living, he died, to take away the 
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bondage of death tVom the dead. And thus hath 
he established unto himself the right to be both 
the judge of the living by the administration of his 
law, and the judge of the dead by the resurrec¬ 
tion of the dead. And thus is he established Lord, 
thus hath he purchased to himself the title of 
Lord of quick and dead, by that which he hath 
done for human kind. We preach no law in Christ; 
we preach no imputation of sin in Christ; we 
preach no condemnation in Christ; we preach 
resurrection from the dead in Christ; we preach 
life and immortality in Christ. These, as hath 
been said, are Christ’s own purchase, which Christ 
hath freely bequeathed and appointed unto us, to 
minislerunto all. By all this, is the world the better 
for Christ. These are his benefits. This is the 
Gospel of the grace of God. And yet after all this 
has been enumerated, 1 may say, the nobile officium. 
the noble office of Christ hath not been entered on. 

John his forerunner and herald, did charac¬ 
terize his office thus: “ He shall baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” He did, indeed, 
likewise describe his common and universal func¬ 
tion, when he said, “ Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world ; ” but he 
lifted him into a higher sphere, when he said, 
“ I indeed baptize you with water, but one 
mightier than 1 comelh, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose : lie shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire ; whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
will gather the wheat into his garner, but the 
chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.” In 
this work of separation and distinction, in this 
work of salvation and of judgment, in this baptism 
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of some with the Holy Ghost, and of the rest with 
fire, standeth the true Divinity of the work of 
Jesus Christ. Unto this he passed, when be 
passed into the heavens; and this hath he been 
executing ever since. And it is in this making of 
a difference between the election and reprobation 
of God, that salvation truly consisteth. Christ 
having by the work which he did in the flesh, 
established unto himself the lordship of all 
creation, and the right and title to bring it 
up again from death, by the resurrection; so 
much of the Father’s purpose was accomplished 
for die honour and glory of his Son. But it still 
remained to unfold the end for which this great 
purchase of creation hath been made. And, now, 
the second part of the Father’s idea began to be 
realized in the regeneration, or second birth of his 
creatures. Heretofore the creation stood without 
the inhabitation of the Holy Ghost; created, 
doubtless, by the efficacy of the Holy Ghost, but 
not by him inhabited. The first creature to whom 
he joined himself was the human nature of Christ. 
His dealings with, and by the Prophets, were 
only, as it were, predictive of this inhabitation. 
It is not at all to underrate the inspiration of 
the holy Prophets, in whom the Spirit of Christ 
Was, when I say that they were not baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, and that they were under his 
power after another and a lower kind than that 
in which he was given at Pentecost; but it is to 
honour this great prerogative of Christ, the risen 
Godman, which is to baptize with the Holy Ghost, 
and to justify that text of John, “ For the Holy 
Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified’’ (Johnvii. 39); and that other text 
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of the Acts, where the brethren and disciples of 
John’s baptizing, whom Paul met with at Ephesus, 
said unto him, “We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost.” As Christ 
was present in the persons, in the types, and in the 
symbols of every dispensation of God, though his 
incarnation was not until he was conceived by 
the virgin; so judge I, that the Holy Ghost 
was present in the persons of all inspired pro¬ 
phets, and of all the Old-Testament saints, though 
he was not yet given, because Christ was not yet 
glorified. In Christ first, then in the resurrec¬ 
tion of Christ, and his ascension into glory, in 
that “ mighty power which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principalities and power, and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but in that which is to come ; ”—in 
this great act of Almighty Power, taking from 
death’s hold, and corruption’s mouth, heaven’s 
highest, brightest noblest Prince, did the Father 
put forth the beginning of the second crea¬ 
tion, or regeneration, which constitutes Christ 
first begotten from the dead, and therefore the 
High Priest and Head of the regeneration, de¬ 
stroying for ever that great source of error which 
ariseth out of the time of his incarnation ; as if, by 
being late in his manifestation, he was not first in 
the purpose, the beginning of the creation of 
God. Now, indeed, by the resurrection of Christ’s 
body, the glory of the Divine idea and purpose in 
creation began to manifest itself, and Christ the 
first-born from the dead, (now the first-begotten 
amongst many to be begotten, as in his eternal ge¬ 
neration, he is the only begotten,) was in the very 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY PARTICULAR ELECTION. (MO)CV 

feet of his resurrection constituted head of the re¬ 
generated creatures, head over all things to the 
church, as by his life and death of holiness he had 
been constituted the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sin of the world. From this time forth, he 
becometh the Father’s hand, his right hand, the 
Man of his right band, to regenerate by the com¬ 
munication of the Holy Ghost whatsoever of the 
creatures purchased by his death it might please 
the Father to regenerate. Regeneration, there¬ 
fore, or the baptism with the Holy Ghost, which 
Christ, by gift of the Father, doth bestow upon 
the creatures who by his redemption have their 
way. open to the Father, and the Father’s way 
ppqn unto them, is as determinately and essen^ 
tially a. specific, personal) elective work, as re¬ 
demption by the life and death of Christ is a 
Common work. And as the commonness of the 
latter will clearly appear, when all the dead shall 
rise in Christ, and by Christ be judged, and by 
Christ be constituted and sustained in their several 
estates of heaven and hell, fixed, eternal, and 
unchangeable; so shall the specialty of the work 
pf regeneration, and its application only to a part, 
have been made to appear before this in the resur¬ 
rection of the regenerate unto life, and not unto 
judgment,, and in their kingdom during the mil¬ 
lennial age. As Christ was declared to be the Son 
pf God with power, by his resurrection from the 
dead (Rom. i. 4), so shall these be manifested to 
be the sons of God by their resurrection. And 
this is the day of the manifestation of the sons 
of God, for which all creation groaneth, and tra- 
vaileth in bondage until now. 

Seeing then that the regeneration of the Holy 
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Ghost is nothing more than the fulfilling, or accom¬ 
plishing, orbringing into being of the Father’s pur¬ 
pose of election; and seeing that Christ, and he 
alone, hath the office of baptizing with the Holy 
Ghost, it doth necessarily follow that Christ’s office 
in the heavens, since the resurrection, hath been no 
other than to accomplish the decree of election, as 
his work, from his incarnation unto his resurrec¬ 
tion, was to accomplish the work of redemption 
unto the fallen world. His headship of the church, 
or the election, is therefore another and a higher 
mystery than his lordship over all; wherefore it is 
written in the passage of Ephesians quoted above, 

“ And hath put all things under his feet, and given 
him to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all.” That subjection of all things to him 
doth only, as it were, fit him for being head of the 
church, which is the regenerated portion that is 
to be brought out of all things. And this is the 
reason why our fathers, while they were first and 
foremost to enhance the dignity of an earthly king 
or magistrate, as the viceroy of Christ, the Lord 
of all, would never suffer the king to be called 
head of the church ; because they knew that this 
mystery, which I am now explaining, of the differ¬ 
ence between Lord of all and Head of the church, 
would have been thereby marred and misrepre¬ 
sented. As Lord of all, King of kings and Lord 
of lords, they claimed for him supremacy over all 
principality and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named in this world ; and 
they required men of every name to observe 
and obey, and do homage unto their com¬ 
mon liege lord : and kings and magistrates they 
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required to rule in his name,' and for his behoof/ 
because all should yet stand at his judgment seat/ 
and acknowledge through eternity his rightful, 
his only sovereignty over them. This dignity we 
preachers crave for Christ, in virtue of his death; 
which purchased the world back from the power 
of sin and of the grave. But in virtue of a higher 
claim, even of bis ascension and honour and glory; 
in virtue of that accumulation of power almighty 
hito his night hand, in virtue of his being made 
by the Father possessor and distributor of the 
Holy Ghost, it cometh to pass that he is Head of 
the church; of which power no shadow, emblem, 
nor symbol having been given to the civil magi^ 
strate, he can in no way or manner claim, to rule 
under this, Christ’s supreme title, and therefore 
may not bear its name. Into whose bands, then, 
is the shadow, type, emblem, or symbol of 
Christ’s official acting as Head of the church com¬ 
mitted. His official acting as Head of the church 
is, as hath been said, to baptize with the Holy 
Ghost; and of this, baptism with water is the 
shadow, type, and symbol. We baptize believers 
with water, only because Christ baptizeth believers 
with the Holy Ghost. The baptism with the 
Holy Ghost is that mystery in the invisible which 
baptism in the visible symbolizeth; and therefore 
so much to be abhorred is the opinion of those 
who would baptize indiscriminately, and so much 
to be approved is the discipline of the chureh, 
which permriteth the children of believing parents 
only to be baptized. For baptism with the Holy* 
Ghost is essentially a discriminate, and not an 
indiscriminate, work done unto and upon the elec¬ 
tion of the Father, onto and upon them alone. 
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Now the election of the Father are previously 
led unto the Father by Christ, who is the only 
way to the Father, and came out from the Father, 
to bring us unto the Father; and being led unto 
the Father by Christ, the Father doth honour the 
disciple of his Son, by granting unto him, through 
that same Son, the gift of the Holy Ghost. Faith, 
therefore, upon the incarnate crucified Christ, 
standeth in the great idea, before the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, by the risen Christ : and 
therefore in the symbol, faith solemnly avouch¬ 
ed in Christ, and the fulness of the Godhead, 
which dwelt in him bodily, must necessarily be 
put before baptism with water, in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and it is 
wholly to mar and misrepresent the mystery, 
and to make the symbol declare a continual false¬ 
hood, to baptize without precognition of the faith 
of the baptized person taken in himself, or'in that 
person with whom he is considered as one. The 
inconscious irresponsible babe, being by God re¬ 
garded as of substance one with its parent, until 
the growth of will and of reason give it person¬ 
ality distinct (which is more than I can say of a 
sponsor), it thence cometh to be necessary, that 
the faith of the parent be solemnly declared, be¬ 
fore the sacrament is administered to his child. 
Now the church, being on all hands the guardians 
of discipline, it follows that the church is her own 
head upon earth; or rather, to speak more cor¬ 
rectly, the church hath no head upon earth, but 
is a body without a head ; and you might as well 
give unto the king or civil magistrate, the keeping 
and administering of the sacraments as give unto 
him the title of head of the church. It is a mis- 
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comer,> to say the best of at, inaur sister ehurefr; 
t»i .if it) be net>a misnomer, than it is > something 
infinitely worse; Butrto-return,—»■' i 
Seeiag then that Christ's baptism with the Holy 
Ghost is really and truly, and to the fullest ex* 
tent, the effecting of the Father’s purposeof dec* 
tion, the bringing of his elect ones outof die unre 
generateworld, theimplanting in them of a Divine 
petsoarwbo abideth for ever there>where he hath 
Once ootae, and shall not, cannot* be dislodged 
again for aver, it ist most manifest that to. believw 
in the Father’s election, andto brieve in Christ’s 
active headship of the church, and to believe in 
the work of the Holy, Ghost, is, truly, to believe in 
one and the same; things.—The election of the . Fat 
thee, the office of Christ to, baptize with the Holy 
Ghost, i and the actual sanctification of the Holy 
Ghost, are the three functions, of the, persons in 
the Godhead towards the accomplishing of the 
one work of our regeneration. Election, there*-! 
fore, Christ’s headship of the church, and regen 
aeration, of the Holy Ghost,, most stand or fell 
together. Where election is not believed in, there 
Christ’s high readrrectkra office, to baptize with 
the Hedy Ghost will be forgotten; and men wilt 
get no higher than his cross, burial, and forth* 
coming from, the tomb, never attaining unto 
the discourse of his poet-resurrection work, 
but losing him in the white cloud,, and fancying 
him a dissolved wide-spread substance, instead 
of a personal presence, and an. almighty power. 
They will dwell by .the Jordan in their discourse, 
and in the towns of Galilee^ and in the temple of 
Jerusalem, and at the foot of the cross on Cal¬ 
vary, and 6o forth, deciphering, the justioe, the. 
charity, the nobility of all his works, but no higher 
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ascending; preaching the imitation of his obe¬ 
dience, and using the Holy Spirit to help us to 
keep the law, which is to bring us back unto the 
law, from which Christ hath for ever delivered us. 
Where election is not believed, the humanity of 
Christ alone will be apprehended; not the mystery 
of his humanity, but the example of his humanity. 
Yea, they may attain unto the bodily measure of 
the Godhead, that was within such narrow con¬ 
ditions and under such dark veils concealed; but 
into that dignity, and majesty, and might Divine, 
which he hath since acquired, and doth now oc¬ 
cupy in the heavens, bringing to pass every secret 
purpose of the invisible Father, making the God¬ 
head’s full purpose to be accomplished, and the 
hidden things to be made known ;—into the my¬ 
stery of the invisible Godhead, which he invisibly 
exerciseth in all chambers of creation, gathering 
out from thence the Father’s hidden ones, and pre¬ 
serving them separate in the midst of all powers 
and preventions of darkness, and of sin;—into 
these noble offices of Christ, which pertain to him 
as the Baptizer with the Holy Ghost, they cannot 
enter who believe not in the election of the Fa¬ 
ther. For if they believe not that there is such a 
thing as an election of the Father, which Christ by 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is separating, and by 
headship of the church is governing, how can 
they believe or understand the doing or fulfil- 
ing of the same ? They shear him of the beams of 
his glory; they take away from him the locks of 
his strength; they understand not his present 
Nazarite function, who said before his death, “ I 
sanctify myself, (or I make a Nazarite of myself,) 
for their sakes, that they also might be sanctified 
by the truth ;" who said also. “Henceforth, I will 
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act drink of thejuice of the vine, until 1 drink 1 it 
new with yon in my Father’s kingdom/’ 1 sayy 
the seven locks in which lie the mighty Nazarite’s 
power, which are the seven Spirits of God, they 
shear him of, and bring him down to the di* 
mentions of a common man, keeping him under 
the law, bringing his church under the law, and 
innumerable other grievances inflicting. 

Moreover, from the same unity of action which 
there is in the election of the Father, the baptize 
ing by Christ with the Holy Ghost, and the actual 
work of the Spirit, it follows, that one who de j 
nies the election of the Father, not only loseth all 
knowledge and apprehension of Christ’s super ♦ce¬ 
lestial glory and office, and advent and kingdom, 
yea, and present government over magistrates and 
kings, and the creatures also, but they likewise 
lose all distinct apprehension of the Spirit’s work ; 
which being dissevered from the Father’s election; 
and from Christ’s headship of the church, doth 
fall away into the mere heathen notion of the 
Divine blessing, or, at best, some gracious com-* 
munication of an undefined and undefinable power, 
blowing, like the wind, whether it listeth. But 
to enter into the Spirit’s personality, to believe in 
him not as the incomprehensible infinite, but as 
the Spirit of Christ, the same mind which was in 
Jesus Christ, the child of Christ, in form and fea- 
tnre, not of the Christ in flesh, made of a woman, 
made under the law, hat of the Christ in glory, and 
triumphant over all his enemies; to know the Spirit 
as the expression of the Father’s electing love, and 
the manifestation of God in the soul, and the in-t 
dwelling of Father and of Son, and the instructive 
witness unto the offices of both, and the continual 
worker in us of the good works foreordained by 
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the Father; to feel him as the Comforter in Christ’s 
absence, and the continual prompter unto the desire 
of Christ’s presence, as the absolute irresistible 
regenerator of the rebellious and dead creature, 
who, once given, cannot be withdrawn for ever; 
which, once possessed, cannot for ever be lost; 
parent of perseverance, parent of assurance, parent 
of a peace, and joy with which the world intermed- 
dleth not;—these and many others, the personal 
offices of the Spirit, must needs depart from the 
knowledge of those who will not know the election 
of the Father, and from the experience of those 
who will deny the election of the Father. For the 
Spirit is a regenerator only unto the election of the. 
Father; which being disbelieved ordisesteemed will 
come to be looked upon as a kindof common blessing, 
proceeding somehow from Christ upon the world 
in general, and to which all alike are privileged; 
or if the glaring falsehood of this notion stare them 
in the face, they will then correct it, perhaps, by 
the Arminian hypothesis of ordinary and extraor¬ 
dinary influences of the Spirit; or they will adopt 
that most abominable notion of the Wesleyan. Me¬ 
thodists, that we may possess the Spirit one day, 
and lose him the next, and be as free as ever 
to receive him the next, and so on, through a life 
of fluctuation, unto a death of like fluctuation, 
and haply an eternity of the same. Oh, my soul 
is grieved at the state in which the doctrine, of the 
Spirit is found amongst us! Words,, unsanctified 
words, impersonal words, which I could, apply 
to the sun, and moon, and stars, as fitly as to a 
person; this, verily, is the language applied unto 
the Spirit. But of his office to seal the Father’s 
election, to reveal the Father’s love unto his own, 
tf> kill the old man, and with him the. law which 
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had to do with him;—to reveal in us the power 
of Christ’s resurrection, to beget in tis sons unto 
glory; to inform us with the fellowship of his vic¬ 
tories and triumphs ; to be in us a new substance, 
which hath nothing to do with the fallen Adam; 
to be in us a new life, which is super-legal, and 
hath nothing to do with legalities whatever, nor 
with prohibitions, nor with fears, nor with servili¬ 
ties, but keepeth all these things down under his 
feet, in a state of death, or, next to death, impo¬ 
tent grovelling desperation ; these high offices of 
the Spirit, his true and only function, they skill 
not to discourse of, desire not to hear discoursed 
of, cannot hear, but abhor; even all those who 
abhor the doctrine of election; because the Spirit’s 
work is nothing but the accomplishing of the elec¬ 
tion, of which, if a man refuse the absoluteness 
onto the Father, he must refuse the authority and 
government unto the Son, and the effecting and 
accomplishment unto the Spirit. 

Moreover, they who deny the electron can under¬ 
stand nothing of the mystery of the church, which 
is the great symbol of the election. The election 
of the Father are, truly speaking, the only church; 
—the church of the first-born whose names are 
written in heaven, the members of the body of 
Christ, the temple of the Holy Ghost. But, foras¬ 
much as this holy community of the regenerate is 
hidden from human sight, and known only to the 
Father, neither shall be manifested until the day 
of the Lord’s advent, it is necessary to constitute a 
symbol thereof, which may take the sight of 
men, and occupy their understanding and their 
feelings, in such wise as to help them to the know¬ 
ledge of that which is invisible. Such a symbol 
is the visible church, which doth represent 
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the election in all its parts. Every member 
thereof must be baptized with water, in the 
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, to signify and seal his engrafting 
into Christ, his being made a partaker of all the 
blessings of the new covenant, and his dedication 
to be the Lord’s. This symbolizeth the regene¬ 
ration by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, with 
which Christ baptizeth every one of the Father’s 
election. And hence the reason that there is no 
second baptism, in passing from one communion 
of the Christian church, to another; because the 
Holy Ghost, being once received, cannot be 
lost again. To be baptized the second time is to 
mar and misrepresent the great mystery for which 
this ordinance is placed in the church. If, then, 
baptism symbolizeth the regeneration of the 
Spirit, a baptized person is the visible symbol of 
a regenerated person, and the community of the 
baptized, or the visible church, is the symbol of 
the regenerated ones of the Spirit, or the elected 
ones of the Father. Now this symbol being in¬ 
tended to carry the import of the thing symbo¬ 
lized, being unto faith indeed that very thing, the 
Holy Spirit, who ever speaketh unto faith, doth 
name the symbol always, by the attributes of the 
thing symbolized, and not by the attributes of tbe 
symbol itself. He doth not say, This washing re¬ 
presents the washing away of thy sins; but. Be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins. He doth not 
say, Baptism representeth our salvation by the 
Spirit; but. Baptism saveth us. He doth not say. 
This bread represents the body of Christ; but. 
This is my body ; and again, This is my blood. And 
speaking of the baptized, or the visible church, 
the Holy Spirit calleth them “saints, elect of the 
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•Father, sprinkled with the blood of Christ, wash¬ 
ed with the regeneration of the Holy Ghost.” He 
calleth them “ the holy nation, the . royal'priest¬ 
hood, the chosen generation, the peculiar people ” 
of the Lord. Yet are they not so in very deed, beta 
company of elect and reprobate mingled together; 
and yet though this we know we may not speak of 
the church in any other language than the language 
of the Holy Ghost, because we speak to the hear¬ 
ing of faith, and not to the hearing of sense; and 
our language will not deoeive the hearing of faith, 
hat only the hearing of sense, which it is as much 
our business to deceive, as it is our business to 
instruct the other. Our language being unto 
Sense or worldly wisdom foolishness; our language 
being unto faith the power of God, and the wis¬ 
dom of God. We who use it may use it hypo¬ 
critically, convinced that for our parts we hare 
no right, so to speak, being unworthy ministers, 
and unfaithful stewards. You also may feel that 
you have no right to be so spoken to, being un¬ 
worthy and fruitless members of Christ, but not 
the less ought the holy language of faith, and 
that only, to circulate in the church, from mini¬ 
sters to people, and from people to one another; 
feeding those who have faith, and making hypo¬ 
crites of those who have it not. And I may here 
observe, that to the keeping up of this language 
m all the papal instruments, it is due perhaps 
more than to any thing else, that in the absence 
of the Holy Scriptures, and in the presence of such 
awful superstition, there should yet be found in that 
spiritual Sodom faithful ones of God. And to this 
same holy language, presented in the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, it is due, that under the legal 
and Arminian preaching of the last century, the 
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true faith was not wholly rooted out of that com¬ 
munion. And I will say further, that if baptized 
men, if churchmen would speak to one another 
the language of the Holy Ghost, the effect would 
be, to separate by a distinct line between world¬ 
ly wisdom and the wisdom from above, between 
Divine ideas and human ideas of all things. And 
the elect of God would be nourished by every 
opening of the mouth, and the reprobate would 
as often be warned, rebuked, and condemned. 
But, which is far more important, the church 
would do its office of representing the election of 
God, assuming unto itself all the attributes, and 
speaking all the language thereof, the everlasting 
ordinance would not be changed; the mind of 
God would not be represented merely in a written 
book, but organized and expressed by living men. 
By reason of forgetting and undervaluing the great 
principle of the election, and making the universal 
reconciliation to be all in all, men have come into, 
and must remain under, ignorance and perplexity 
with respect to the symbol thereof, which is 
the church. And every thing connected there¬ 
with will come to lose its substance, and by de¬ 
grees to change its very form ; — Baptism first of 
all to be but a sign of something which every 
one will seek to define as the least and the lowest 
thing possible; a memorial haply of our sinfulness, 
instead of being, what it truly is, the abolition of 
all memorials thereof. And the Lord’s Supper 
will come to be a mere memorial of Christ’s death; 
ordination of office-bearers a mere sanction of 
the voice of the people, or title to the dignities 
and immunities of the office ; discipline, a mere 
religious and spiritual police; holy living, a 
mere keeping of the law; and preaching, an ex- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY PARTICULAR ELECTION. (i«>)cxvii 

peeitioa nf the law, with motives and means to 
the performance of the same; all winch views-of 
the church I solemnly denounce, as most false, 
most pernicious, most destructive of souls. But 
from what time you come to see the church m its 
true light, as the great symbol of the election, and 
te use it as the key to open that great mystery, 
than at - once, and I may say instantaneously, do 
the symbol and the thing symbolized explain one 
another i as the key is the best interpretation to 
thelook, and the lock the best interpretation to 
the Jcey, so is a symbol the best interpretation to 
the mystery, and the mystery .the best inter¬ 
pretation to the 8ymboL As we hare said, bap¬ 
tism, the admission to the church, symbohaeth 
Christ’s baptizing with the Holy Ghost, which is 
admission amongst the election of the Father, or 
the regenerated ones of the Spirit. And from that 
time forth, we are beholden onto Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, for power given, and obligation 
come under, to shew forth, in our .thought, speech, 
and behaviour, the life of a regenerate man. To 
feed and nourish this goodly company, we have 
put into our bands the symbols of the body and 
blood of Christ; that is to say, these regenerated 
ones, these elected ones have no support, suste¬ 
nance, nor fellowship of substance with this vi¬ 
sible world, but are of one substance with the 
body of Christ, upon which they live by faith, 
receiving from it the vigour and the substance of 
anew life, as the body receiveth the vigour and 
energy of life (from bread. The church, observe 
you, is not merely the living ones-in this world, 
but the living ones in the Jerusalem above, and 
likewise the elect ones of the Father, who are yet 
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to live ;—ol’ all which company, those above and 
those beneath, there is but one nourishment and 
one substance, which is the holy humanity of 
Christ; and this humanity, in its earthly form 
of redeemed flesh and blood, which is the sup¬ 
port, the basis, the nourishment, the substance 
of the church, as Adam is of the world,— Christ, 
the Father of the regeneration, Adam the father 
of the generation. Moreover, this company of 
elect ones, which the church symbolizeth, must 
be under government, and preserved as one com¬ 
munity, having in it no schisms nor divisions ; for 
the body is one, as the Head is one, though the 
members of the body be many. 

To the end therefore of preserving this unity, it 
is necessary that there should be governments in the 
church, who may be for the healingof divisions, and 
for the remedying of evils. This is the ground of 
all discipline and government in the church, to en¬ 
deavour to preserve that unity of faith and spirit 
which is so essential to the election of God ; and 
it would have been impossible to justify the Refor¬ 
mation in constituting a separate church, had it not 
been expressly written, that the Gentile church 
was to become apostate, and God’s people were 
to come out of her. If Rome be not Babylon, 
then Protestantism is a schism, or a sect. If 
Rome be a true church, then are the Protestant 
communions schismatical and sectarian ; for there 
cannot be two churches, either we excommuni¬ 
cate Rome, or Rome hath a right to excommuni¬ 
cate us.—To make the election consist of two 
separate parts, in opposition to each other, were 
totally to mar and misrepresent the truth. This 
remark beareth hard upon the divisions in the 
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■bosom of theProtestaftt church, and shews how 
necessary it is‘for h good Christian to maintain 
brotherly love • to those of every church who bold 
the true faith of Christ, and hard net fallen into 
any heresies.—Out of this same'idea of the church, 
as representing the election, cometh the true 
meabihg of excommunication. Excommunication 
Is tbe separating from the communion of the bre- 
’thren, of some One who is depraved I in his mind 
by heresy, or in his'conscience by the wickedness 
tba&ig'in him; to the end tbart, when: he is thus 
set apart, he may fcei the'more/acutely, and per* 
drive the 1 more distinctly, what an awful thing it 
will be, if, in the end, he should be cast out from 
amongst the chosen ones of God; Excoramnni* 
cation is not reprobation; but it is; the aet of the 
church declaring a imam to be in rebellion, against 
the'Spirit, and against the church, the< dispenser, 
under Christ, of the •Spirit’® gifts. Fur if it were 
Che, symbol of reprobation, then there would be 
oo> occasion presented of repentance unto such 
«n one.—All these, and many other ordinances of 
the church, become plain to the simplest capacity 
of Chose who belietein the election of the Father, 
and see the church «b the symbol thereof; but 
narto one who stumbleth at that stone, the churchy 
With all its beautitol ordinances, with all its per* 
feet organization, is either a system of foolishness 
oca system of hypocrisy. 

Thus have 1 shewn at length how any faltering 
upon'the great doctrine of election, brrngeth with 
4t necessary confusion into all other departments of 
Christian doctrine and Christian life i which may 
«U be summed up m this one word; He that 
douhtefh of the election, believing the redemption 
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only, must remain ignorant of Christ’s active 
ministry, in baptising with the Holy Ghost, and 
of the Holy Ghost’s active service in delivering 
the soul from the law of the flesh, and from the 
curse of the Moral Law. 

PART III. 

Having thus explained how, out of the union of 
the Godhead and fallen manhood, in the person of 
Christ, there cometh perfect and complete reconci¬ 
liation and atonement between God and the fallen 
creatures, I have now to shew how this is accompa¬ 
nied with the removal of the Law; not any parti¬ 
cular law, or part of the law, but law in general, as 
proceeding from the mouth of God unto his fallen 
creatures. The grace of God, the goodness of 
God, is, I may say, hindered from being known 
and communicated where the Law is present, 
which is the expression of God’s holy indignation 
against sin. The Law is the form of the enmity 
between God and the fallen creatures, which 
came not into existence from the beginning; for 
the promise was before the Law, in order that it 
might be seen, that grace, and not severity, was 
the end of the Fall. Therefore, God pronounced 
upon Eve and Adam, and the earth, certain judg¬ 
ments, under the hope of a redemption from them; 
which judgments still continued to afflict the con¬ 
dition of men. But as yet he gave not the Law; 
and long before he brought in that excessive 
bondage, he had given the covenant unto Noah, 
and the promise unto Abraham. And then, for 
greater manifestation, and for further punishment 
of sin, he imposed the Law, which came by 
Moses, and was removed by Christ. The Law, 
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therefore, is the great sign, and istendmg motm- 
meat! of God’s unreconciled mind towards men. 
Mast necessary ithenefore . it is, that I should set 
forth, uRder thishccui of the-atonetneat andrecon- 
ciliation, how we are delivered. from. law, and 
placed under grace. In the course of which de¬ 
monstration, it will appear how fertile, how idle 
■and profitless, are the notions of those who will’ 
toot receive the method of the Incarnation, by the 
penooal amen of the Divine nature and fallen his- 
roa* natute; and new stsengtb< will be brought tt> 
the orthodox doetrihe which w»i maintain. ■ • 

: Toopen thia subject fairly, it will be necessary 
togoback a little; in the history of Creation and 
Redemption^ of whloh l have demonstrated, in the 
former diseouree, the great end tube the glory of 
iGod; And into that general subject I mean not to 
Inquire further, but am willing to discourse some¬ 
what particularly concerning the scheme, as it hath 
rehrtiontmto the Law.—The very: end of the Fall 
was to put the* proper difference between theCrea- 
tdr andtheo feature; and to shew the creature that 
the source and theoontinuanceof its being was from' 
God, . and.not in any way from itself. If any one 
ask me, And could not this, without a. fall, have' 
beet accomplished ? I am ready ’to answer. As to 
that I.eattnottell; but I t believe that this was the 
best way of accomplishing it. The creature bering* 
put toadeaeo, -and its pretensions to power and 
being, in itself, entirely negatived by sin and death; 
God proceeded by demonstrations of Ips grace to 
make known, even from the beginning, bis own 
Son,incarnate in the creature, as the only object 
of ita’hope for deliverance, and the only spurce of 
ilka strength fpa endyaaace; or, in one word, as the 
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life. Of this grace the promise, and the posses¬ 
sion also, was first given unto Abraham ; where¬ 
fore he is emphatically called by the Apostle, 
“ He that had received the promises.” Anterior 
to Abraham, the world was not without wit¬ 
nesses ; yet Abraham is called the Father of the 
Faithful, and from him the dispensation of righte¬ 
ousness imputed unto faith, is always in the holy 
Scriptures made to begin. Abraham is the head 
of the church, or election, and answereth in his 
circumcised person unto the baptized persons 
now in the world; but before Abraham, the 
world, the whole race, had been brought under 
covenant in the person of Noah, whose preser¬ 
vation in the ark, with all his house, and with all 
the creatures of the earth, is significant of that 
common preservation of mankind, and deliverance 
from the power and thraldrom of sin and Satan, 
which Christ purchased by his death, whereby he 
is said to be the Saviour of all men, and the pro¬ 
pitiation, not for our sins only, but for the sins of 
the whole world. And that sanctification of blood, 
which was part of the covenant with Noah, giving 
unto sacrifice its peculiar sanctity, doth point unto 
the blood of Christ, as the propitiation and pur¬ 
chase of man’s life, and the life of the world he 
dwelleth on, from the just and righteous indigna¬ 
tion of God ; so that, as in Abraham you have the 
election according to grace standing represented, 
so in Noah you have the redeemed race likewise 
standing represented; and therefore the present con¬ 
stitution of the world and the church, which hath 
obtained since the coming of Christ, had its exist¬ 
ence in promise and expectation, even from the de¬ 
luge ;—sacrifice being unto all men the proclamation 
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of.the Onei Sacrifice, which taketh away the.sinof. 
the world j and circumcision, ok the putting away 
the filth.'of the flesh, being the proclamation unto. 
the church, of the work- of the Spirit to crucify > 
thefleshy with its corruptions and lusts. Here, ; 
then, from the deluge, we have the world under 
a dispensation of universal redemption, with a; 
church.in it under the dispensation of particular, 
election: and the only difference between our 
condition .and theirs is this, that theirs was pro* 
speetivet or prophetic,'—ours partly retrospective, 
and; partly .prophetic; they looking forward unto,. 
Him that was for to, come; we looking backward/ 
unto Him that is come, and.forward unto the same , 
One that is.te come:again. Thus, then, the world, 
stood,: under general and particular promise of, 
grace, until the time that the Law was given.. 
Now, be it observed, that the Law was not given' : 
unto. the world, but only unto the church, the, 
circumcised church. It went not to the bounds of. 
the covenant of Noah, but was confined within the ( 
limits .of the. covenant of Abraham: and why thj?j 
limitation? For many reasons, but cbiefly for,, 
this, that the Jew might have no reason to boast 
himself over the Gentile, that they who had. the , 
covenants of promise might also have the con¬ 
demnation of ,the Law; that, their sins being made 
to. abound through the Law, they might be pre¬ 
served as much as possible from self-righteous¬ 
ness, and taught to prize the special and peculiar, 
grace which they had in the covenant of circum-. 
onion. And the world which was without law, 
was left , to the law written on their hearts, to the 
excuaing or the accusing of their own thoughts 
they .that mm without law being, judged without 
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law. Hence it is, that the Apostle* in tbe 
Epistle to the Romans, being minded to prove all 
men under sin, and the whole world guilty be¬ 
fore God, doth make his case out against the 
world, in the first chapter, by shewing their sins 
against conscience, and against nature; but against 
the Jews, he maketh out his case, by shewing their 
sins against the Law. The Law is the voice of God, 
telling us of the evil. When man fell, he came to 
know both good and evil, whereas formerly he 
bad known only good : this goodness, being all 
departed out of the physical world, had its visible 
object only in hope of seeing Christ; and being 
goodness unto the undeserving, it hath the name 
of grace. Unto the knowledge and desire of 
good in man, Christ therefore was addressed, and 
God in Christ. Unto the evil that is in man, the 
world which is seen was addressed ; and thus re¬ 
ligion came into controversy with worldliness, and 
the future into controversy with the present r the 
object of good being in the future, the object of 
evil being in the present visible world. Now, with 
which of these doth the Law rank ? Holdeth it of 
the conscience of good, or of the conscience of 
evil ? I say it holdeth of the conscience of evil 
If the Gospel be the voice of God addressed unto 
the conscience of good, then, I say, the Law is 
the voice of God addressed unto the conscience of 
evil. And out of this opposition, between the 
Law and the Gospel, arose that heretical no¬ 
tion in the primitive church, that the Law was 
created by the evil principle, and the Gospel 
created by the good. The Law is by the Apostle 
absolutely called sin, even as Christ, when under 
the Law, is likewise called sin. And that the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY RKMOVSB DV f ‘TUK' LAW. W 

l*whathain, aud not righteousness, fotiteobject, 
18 well declared in .that, passage, RomL v. 13=: 
“ Until the Law, sin wa* in the worid ; but sin is 
not imputed where there is no law.” Arid that 
it bath, not righteousness forits object* is declared 
tin that passage, “ If righteousness could dome by 
tbeLaHvthen is Christ dead in rain.” The Law, 
therefore, was added, that thO offence might 
abound, and that sin might be shewn to be ex* 
ceedingsuaful. 1 

> But before entering at large upon this subject, 
1 would bare it confirmed under sanction of the 
written'word; and to this end, 1 ask you to turn 
with me to the seventh chapter of the Romans, 
(from the beginning. “"Know ye not, brethren (for 
1 speak, to them that know the La#), how that 
the Law hath dominion over a man as long as 
be liveth (or it liveth ) ? For a woman which 
bath am husband is bound by the law to ‘her hus¬ 
band so long as he liveth; but if the husband 
be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
So, then, if while her husband liveth she be mar^ 
vied to another man, she shall be called an adtd- 
tress: bat if'her husband be dead, she is free 
from that law; so that she is no adultress, though 
she be married to another man. Wherefore, my 
brethren, ye also are become dead to the Law by 
tha body of Christ; that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, 
that we should bring forth fruit unto God.” In 
these verses the church is set forth, as a wife who 
bath been twice married; in the first instance to 
the Law, m the second instance to Him that id 
raised from the dead; of whom the former husband 
mast be dead' before she can be wedded unto the 
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second. But seeing that we are wedded unto the 
risen Christ, the Apostle affirmeth, that either the 
Law is dead or the church an adultress. Now, 
how doth the Law become dead to us, and we 
dead to the Law ? Himself answereth the ques¬ 
tion,—By the body of Christ, which nailed the Law 
along with himself unto the cross, took it into the 
grave, and left it there, along with his body of 
sin and death, when he took his body of life and 
righteousness. And so, bridegroom-like, in beau¬ 
tiful garments he went forth from his chamber, 
like a strong man rejoicing to run his race of 
glory and of might. Unto him, then, not in hu¬ 
manity under the Law, but unto him in glory 
above all law. Lord of all, the church is now 
married, to the end that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God. Wedded unto this Husband, branches 
of this Vine, the church bringeth forth much fruit 
unto God, whereby the Father is glorified. But 
being wedded unto the Law, what is the fruit 
that she bringeth forth ? A fruit unto death, in 
direct contrast to the former. For is it not writ¬ 
ten in the next verse, “ When we were in the 
flesh, the motions of sin (or as it is in the margin, 
the passions of sin), which are by the Law, did 
work with energy in our members, unto the end 
of fruitbearing for death ? ” What a word is this 
to those who will live under the Law ! It is here 
expressly declared, that the Law is the seed of 
sin, which doth quicken the substance of sin, 
already in our flesh, and make it bring forth fruit 
unto death ; not unto God, but unto death. Now, 
this is the reason for which I am setting my face 
stedfastly against the Law ; because it is the mas¬ 
culine parent of sin, and doth awaken and fructify 
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the < passion fir sin which is m< the flesh. i I* is 
the life 6f the flesh, the joy of the flesh; and where 
works are preached, (he natural manisglad.^-Now 
what saith -the Apostle further in this most wo**, 
derfol and curious discourse, concerning the Law ? 
Verst 6: Now, however, aare we delivered from 
the Law, that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should i serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in die oldness o£ the letteri” Gan any thibg.be 
more explicit todeclare onr deliverance from the 
Law, and the Law Y deadness to us, and our dead-. 
ness unto it? > Can any. thing be more joyful unto 
tbe uncamal and spiritual man, than such adeli* 
verance from that which) engendereth in the. flesh 
only sin and death ? “ We are delivered from the 
law, that being dead,” or, as it is in themargin; 
“ being deaid to that wherein we were held.” And 
what is the fruit of this deliverance ? Is it licence 1 
No; but > it is liberty. Is it adultery ? No; bat 
it is honourable and. fruitful marriage. Subject 
tion unto the spiritual Parent of good in our spirit, 
and deliverance from the parent of sin in our flesh. 
Yes; there is a service still: but it is service, not 
known until the Spirit was given, or but . dimly 
known by those who being under the Law, yet 
forgat not that they were under the premise,—ser¬ 
vice in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of the 
letter. The willing obedience of the law of liberty, 
** written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God; not in tables of stone, but on thefleshly 
tables of tbe beast.” Hear tbe divine Apostle; 
still farther, upon his favourite theme; bear the 
great law-breaker, the great law-destroyer, and 
magnifier of the grace of God, who. boasteth that 
he had destroyed the Law, and loobeth upon him- 
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self as a most heinous transgressor, if he should lay 
a stone to rear it up again, saying. “ For if I build 
again the things which I destroyed, I make myself 
a transgressor.” (verse 7.) “ What shall we say 
then ? Is the law sin ? Be it not spoken, but sin 
I had not known except by means of the Law; for 
covetousness had I not seen, except the Law had 
said. Thou shalt not covet. Sin, however, taking 
occasion by the commandment, wrought in me 
all covetousness ; for without the law, sin, were 
dead.” This is marvellous exceedingly. The Apostle 
acquits the Law of the sin, which he had asserted 
was bred between the Law and the flesh: he will 
not allow the Law to be sin in itself, though the oc¬ 
casion of sin in him, as it were awakening it from 
its dormancy;—yea, he saith, quickening it from 
its death; for without the Law sin was dead, even 
as unto a wicked lustful person the most virtu¬ 
ous object is the occasion of sin, without any 
sin in itself, but contrariwise haply the greatest 
aversion to it.—So the Apostle doth set forth the 
pure and holy law, the beautiful and perfect law, 
the chaste virtuous and severe law, as the occa¬ 
sion of all sin in the weak and sinful flesh of man. 
And as an instance of it, he quoteth the Christian 
commandment, which forbiddeth covetousness of 
every thing that is our neighbours; and he declares 
not merely, that he would not have known the 
sin of covetousness, but that he would not bare 
seen it, had it not been for that commandment 
which said, Thou shalt not covet: but so soon as 
he knew that same commandment, sin in him 
stirred up all manner of covetousness and concu¬ 
piscence, spiteing as it were the commandment of 
God, shewing herself to be mistress of the flesh. 
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rod more po\tocgfoithaa Ac 'commn rflternk. id* 
an usurper, Pharaah for eaasaple, rageth more 
against his slaves,, when the kkaorhopeofliberty 
aforeth: amongst them ; so sin, potent empress 
•f the desk, kincBeth into .fury,, and violently 
rageth, and worketh< all manner of contradiction 
usd v oostrawentian >of that holy lav, which the 
flesh knoweth to.be good, butskifleth not to keeps, 
because jit isovierrnladby.another, add by a (greater 
than itself. Great idea! blessed God,, and lika- 
wise. favoured mao^ from, whom, and .through 
whom* tbssigreat idea.came ii Let my soul .foam 
to embraoe it, and to possess it. Let me Jbrgat 
tbs lav,. that 1 may remember mly-j Misec Look 
for * I cannot be /married unto .themiboth. Let me 
cease from the commandment, that ! may mease 
foomtin. . Let me diet unto the Lav, that l may 
lsvei unto Christ; far, a&saith the blessed Apostle, 
♦‘.■I through the lav am dead to the lav, that! 
may lire, unto iGodl ” Nov, ■ brethren, tell me, 
whether you think die language of such dramas 
asLather, the language of such preachers awnyw 
self bev or > be/not, consentaneous with the huto- 
guage of'the .blessed; Apostle. 

; Taking this textcfor our war r a n t , vs would mow 
setourselves to discourse concerning the Law and 
its. removal, from the church 9 for the Law is the 
fdnnof the enmity which came by Moses, b et we en 
the! hobneas of God rod the wickedness of the 
foiled creature. 

There is in the'Lav such a purity and fitness 
fori producing human .wett-besag; therbisso much 
goad sense imtke Ten Ccmunmuhneifts, samoeh 
light feelingy so much beauty of virtue and righte- 
obs> judgment, that every igood. and /vise teak 
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seeketh earnestly and desireth fervently to put him¬ 
self under such a goodly system of morality, which 
is at once the perfection of moral philosophy, the 
code of justice, the guide of affection, the sum 
of religion, the bulwark of society, and the stay 
of life; insomuch, that I know not what preter¬ 
natural power is required to separate a man from 
this form of wisdom, which is all redolent with 
humanity, and with humanity’s noblest forms. 
The only thing capable of divorcing between the 
Moral Law and human nature is the inexorable 
holiness of God, which will not be satisfied with 
any thing short of its complete obedience. If the 
Law would relax a little to the infirmities of the 
flesh ; if it would be gentle, and tender, and gra¬ 
cious, and look not so much to our shortcomings 
as to our attainments; or if it would tarry a while 
and wait the gradual progress of virtue ; or if it 
would forget the past transgressions in our present 
endeavour to do our best; or if, moreover, it would 
quietly stand like a Grecian temple, or a Grecian 
statue, as the ideal, the beau ideal, of moral beauty 
and perfection, and suffer us poor sculptors to 
carry on the work of moulding ourselves the best 
we can after the model of its beauty, then indeed 
it might stand and receive the homage of all vir¬ 
tuous and well-disposed men. But it hath such 
a tongue of iron, and doth ring out again such 
thunders of revenge against every transgression, 
and every shortcoming it doth guage with such 
exact rule, and such a mighty omniscient eye doth 
watch sleepless over its virgin purity, that while, 
on the one hand, it doth solicit and attract with 
its perfect form, on the other it doth repel with 
its chill and icy coldness. God’s inexorable ho- 
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-bneBSyi'My, is that winch naaksetk tbevery beauty 
•of the Law, and its perfieetion, to be moat homble 
•and most revolting-onto the heart of -a believer. 
•But if we could but persuade ourselves that God’s 
-bohnsss would relent, and that be would’ soften 
-and accommodate the Law to our. infirmities, all 
might yet be well; and this truly is the hope and 
(belief of all those who are making shift with the 
Law for a rale of life* They do, in very deed, 
rbblieve.that God is not so holy, but that he is 
•able to forgive s transgression of the Law, and to 
(Overlook our shortcomings from its obedience. 
•And; this .notion is so firmly reoted in men’s minds, 
that' nothing bat: a great demonstration to the 
contrary could overcome - it. Men have no right 
/estimate of the evil of sin, of the holiness of God, 
of the inCxorableness of the Law; and before yon 
qan wean human, nature from the contemplation 
«f .its own perfection, and perfectibility in the 
(Law, ydu must have, to offer unto them some hr- 
dubitable demonstration and stupendous monu* 
moot of ithe unalterable holiness of God,- the irre¬ 
ducible demands of the Law, and the hideoos na¬ 
ture of sin. If such a demonstration and monu¬ 
ment of a lasting kind can > be given, and estaA 
blished in some grand and conspicuous way, it 
may be possible; but otherwise it never will be 
possible to divorce human nature from the high- 
minded affections which it: beareth to the good* 
and just, and honourable Law, and the easy hope 
with which it flattereth its good nature, that God 
will never require of his poorcreatuves more than 
they are able in this state of sin and infirmity ito 
perform, especially when he beholdeth in tbetn a 
devout aspiration after the perfect and blameless 
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righteousness of the Law, together with a continual 
sorrow and repentance because of our many short¬ 
comings and positive offences. But if, I say, it 
can be made to appear, beyond doubt and ques¬ 
tion, that he that offendeth in one point of the 
Law is guilty of all; that heaven and earth may 
pass away, but one jot or one title shall not pass 
from the Law till all be fulfilled; and that God 
cannot forgive a transgression, the slightest as 
the heaviest, without a recompence of an infinite 
price ; and that as one transgression brought the 
world and all its inhabitants into this misery and 
death, out of life and blessedness, so any one 
transgression will condemn the soul into the lowest 
hell for ever ; and that this is God's unalterable, 
unchangable being and attribute;—if this, I say, 
can be made clearly apparent, and undoubtedly 
true and unchangeable for ever, then men maybe 
brought to see the Law in another light, and to 
abhor it as a living man abhorreth the dagger of 
the assassin, or the axe of the executioner, or the 
grim face of death, or the corruption of the grave, 
or the pit of hell. Now, I ask, where, by what, 
hath God made this eternal demonstration of mb’s 
horrid guilt, and his own inexpressible abhorrence 
of the sinner ? I answer, By sending his Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh; by making the Ward 
flesh; by making him consubstantial with the 
sinner, and shewing how under this form God 
hid his face from his own Son, and bruised 
him, and put him to grief, and called for his 
sword to slay him, and covered him with the 
pall of death, and brought him into the humi¬ 
liation of the grave;—all this, though he was with¬ 
out sin, and saw not corruption, merely because 
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be had become consubstantial with the sinful crea¬ 
tures. Thus, and no otherwise, was that great 
demonstration made. And I stand in my place, 
as a preacher of truth, and my, that there is no 
demonstration of all this, if Obrist did not become 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; if he 
were in any other state than the fallen humanity; 
if he were in the likeness of sinless flesh, and 
hot in the likeness of sinful flesh. 

- : Let us for a moment suppose that Christ came 
in an immortal and incorruptible body ; that is to 
say, in the nature of man before he fell; I have 
then to ask, in addition to all that hath been 
said above, what demonstration would be given 
of God’s holy indignation against a fallen sinful 
creature, if so be that Christ was in the im¬ 
mortal and incorruptible state of manhood? A 
demonstration indeed is given of God’s wrath 
against an unfallen creature, bearing a fallen 
creature's sin; but we want the demonstration of 
God’s wrath upon a (alien creature himself. We 
are not unfallen creatures, bearing another’s sin; 
but we are fallen creatures, bearing our own. And 
the thing to be demonstrated unto us is, that God 
wilt take vengeance upon our iniquities, without 
making any, the least, abatement for our fallen 
state. This is the very shelter which human na¬ 
ture constructs for herself; and out of this shelter, 
she’ must be driven before she will forsake self* 
righteousness and self-confidence. For hear what 
the nhtural man saith, * Will God require of me, 
bora m sin and infirmity, and dwelling in this 
sinful world, perfection; and say you that he will 
visit my slightest transgression with eternal death? ’ 

w * 
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The thing which we want is to be able to say to 
the natural man, ‘ Yea, verily, thine every sin 
eternally separates between thee and God, and 
eternally doometh thee unto wrath.’ Now this 
answer cannot be given, if Christ had not a fallen 
humanity; verily our humanity, verily the na¬ 
tural man ; for an unfallen humanity, or a redeem¬ 
ed humanity, is not the thing in question. ‘ True,’ 
the natural man saith, ‘ an unfallen man may be, 
ought to be perfect, but there is the widest dif¬ 
ference between an unfallen and a fallen man. And 
by loading an unfallen man with ever so much sin 
of another, you do not make him a fallen man; 
and that he should bear it, and that he should 
keep the law without offence, is no proof to me, 
that I shall be called to keep the same law, with 
the same strictness, or that I shall be visited so 
fearfully for every transgression of the same. Be¬ 
sides, we want no demonstration of what God re¬ 
quires of unfallen manhood, or what visitation its 
sins are to be visited withal, for we have it already 
in Adam. We are the monuments thereof; the 
world is the monument thereof; but is there to be 
no allowance for the wide difference between our 
state and Adam’s? Are you to expect from a 
miserable sinner, the same straitness and com¬ 
pleteness of holiness, as from a being whom God 
created good, and constituted lord of the lower 
earth?’ These are the questions to be resolved, as 
I have said above, before you can drive men from 
trusting in the Law, and in their own keeping- of 
the Law; and these are questions which can be 
resolved only by a demonstration made in our 
fallen manhood. They understand nothing at all 
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of the problem to be resolved, who say that it 
could be resolved in the unfallen manhood, or in 
the angelic or in the archangelic form of being. 

. Furthermore, I confess myself unable to perceive 
how it is possible for suffering to reach an unfallen 
creature without subverting the fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of the Divine purpose and administration. 
I do not mean the principle how the eternal 
Son should consent and condescend to the suffer¬ 
ing and humiliation; for this, indeed, he doth in 
the plenitude of his own Divine freedom; but 
the difficulty, and impossibility as I think, is, 
how the suffering should reach him otherwise 
than by a fallen body. This is the vary end of 
the Fall, that Christ might come at suffering. The 
Godhead cannot suffer, because it cannot change.. 
Those sufferings which Christ underwent reached 
him through his creature-part. Now, if that 
creature-part of Christ was in the unfallen state, 
how should it suffer ? If the unfallen creature can 
suffer, then is there no difference between the un¬ 
fallen and the fallen; for suffering and death are 
the signs and the wages of the Fall. The answer 
which they make to this question is. He suffered 
for the sins of others. That I say also, because 
he had no sin of his own wherefore to suffer. On 
this we are agreed ; but my question is. How can 
suffering for another reach an unfallen creature ? 
I know of no way by which suffering can reach 
an unfallen creature, but by the way in which it 
reached Adam—namely, by his committing sin; 
and if it be said, that without committing sin, 
suffering can reach an unfallen creature, then the' 
dnly difference between the unfallen and fallen is 
taken away, and the very nature of sin, as an apt 
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of the will, is abrogated. But that suffering can 
come to a fallen creature, without any sinful act 
of his own, is manifest in every child that is born; 
and that death can come to a fallen creature, 
without any sinful act of its own, is manifest in 
every child that dies. And, therefore, there is no 
difficulty whatever in believing that, without 
any sinful act of the will, Christ in a fallen 
nature should both suffer and die, because this 
very thing is the universal experience of every 
fallen creature. But there is not such a thing in 
the records of being, as that an unfallen creature 
should suffer. The will must fall first by sinning, 
before suffering can be felt. But that, in the 
fallen state, the just should suffer for the un¬ 
just, and the innocent for the guilty, is the great 
truth experienced of all; seeing God visits the 
sin of the fathers, and the sin of Adam especially, 
upon those who have as yet no power of will 
whereby to commit a sin; so that I may truly 
say the whole history and constitution of man's 
estate, under the Fall, is to the very endof schooling 
us into the method of the Incarnation, of teaching 
us how, without evil actings of the will, suffering 
and death may be experienced by a creature in 
the fallen state. If Christ therefore took oor 
fallen nature : if the eternal Godhead, being pur¬ 
posed to extirpate sin and death from flesh for 
ever, and to bear up through his Almighty and 
Divine strength, the lapsed creation ; it is easy 
to perceive how, by taking part of flesh and 
blood with the fallen children, he might do so: 
but if. by taking an unfallen nature, he could do 
so, then have I no demonstration whatever that l 
myself am fallen. For what proveth me to befallen. 
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•offering and death. If it be added. Positive trans¬ 
gression of my will? I answer. No; that should not 
enter into the definition of a fhllen creature; be¬ 
cause it applieth not to all fallen creatures, nor 
indeed to any fallen creature in all its being. 
Children, and all men While children, are inoa- 
ipafole of acting good or evil by the will, and yet 
they are fallen. And how know we them to be 
•fallen? because'they suffer and die. But if an 
unfallen creature can likewise suffer and die, 
then-' the only definition, and the only proof, of a 
/alien creature is taken away; and if this be taken 
.away, thdn redemption- is likewise taken away. 
Nt>w, it only makes this conclusion stronger, if 
-they say that the difference between an unfallen 
tereature suffering and a fallen creature suffering is, 
•bat the one suffereth by imputation and the other 
suffereth not by imputation but for his own fan. 
Then I say, that by this definition children are 
tmfallem; for they suffer not for any sin of their 
own; bat by imputation of the sin of their fathers, 
and most especially the sin of Adam. Here, then, 
is another great foundation subverted—to wit, the 
difference between the unfallen 1 and fallen crea¬ 
tures ; and Socmianism marches strait in at the 
breach, which says that we are juBt in as good 
and perfect a state as Adam, and as able to keep 
i the law as he was; and then where is the redemp- 
! tion, when there is no fall ? It is completely 
/avoided; and made of no effect. 

Oh, k relieveth ray heart, in the midst of these 
painful studies, and deep meditations to find that I 
am fighting the battle which the Apostle John began, 
i and which the holy Fathers of the church,i for seven 
oenturies, ceased not to wage. This heresy of the 
immortal incorruptible body of Christ, of his su- 
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pernatural humanity, was broached by Cerdon the 
disciple of that Simon Magus who is mentioned in 
the Acts: from him it passed to Marcion, and Va¬ 
lentine, and Manes, all great heresiarchs: in Eu- 
tyches it took a more generic form, which was 
condemned in the fourth general council at Chal- 
cedon. It revived in the Emperor Justinian, who 
held that Jesus Christ had not a corruptible body, 
but was resisted by the Patriarch of Constanti¬ 
nople, and the Patriarch of Antioch, and all the 
orthodox church, who said, “ It cannot be called 
incorruptible in any other sense than as it was 
always unpolluted with any defilement, and was 
not corrupted in the grave.” It revived again 
under the new name of the Monotholites, con¬ 
cerning whom it is written in a former head of 
this discourse; and after surviving for nearly a 
century, it was condemned again, in a general 
council, the third at Constantinople, held in the 
year 680. And now, again, behold it is upon the 
field; and here I am, a poor despised minister, 
contending, day by day, for the faith for which 
holy Martyrs and Apostles contended ; of whom it 
is reported that one, even Polycarp the disciple 
of John, when he met one of these heresiarchs— 
I think Marcion—on the streets of Rome, and 
being asked of him, “ Knowest thou me?” the 
Martyr answered, “ Yes ; I know thee to be the 
eldest born of the devil.” 

Now, abandon these heresies, and look at the 
demonstration as it is in truth, and you will see 
how grand it is. The eternal Divinity of the Son, 
who inhabited the fulness and the dearness of the 
Father s bosom, to the end of shewing how holy, 
and good, and gracious his Father is, and knowing 
well the Divine hatred against sin, as being him- 
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self Divine, and the eternal contradiction between 
God and the sinful creature, as being himself 
God, doth nevertheless take up into his person 
human nature in its fallen state, and is as truly a 
fallen man, as he is truly God; and thus the eternal 
and absolute One enforceth the recreant and rebel 
nature of man to keep the holy law of God: and 
the Father, though loving him beyond love’s utter¬ 
ance, in the infinite degree, as being of one sub¬ 
stance, doth not the less exact from him the ut¬ 
most measure of a sufferer’s sufferings unto death 
itself; a death of disgrace, of agony, and of tor¬ 
ture. He had no exemption because he was God, 
but suffered because he had taken part with the 
brethren of the suffering and doomed thing. If 
God would ever have relaxed, for any sake, the 
extreme rigour of the Law, and the imperious 
curse of death, would he not have relaxed now, 
when the sufferer was his own Son, holding, by 
his Divine nature, indissoluble communion with 
himself? That person, who suffered in his human 
nature, did by his Divine nature maintain all the 
while perfect unity with the Father. There was be¬ 
tween them perfect oneness of substance; and yet 
the person of the Son suffered as a man suffereth, 
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
He who made the law, he whose absolute will is 
the parent of all laws, did come under the law, in 
all respects, and did keep it in all points.—After 
this, can any one doubt that God will exact, 
to the uttermost jot of that law, from every 
fallen creature ? Why should he spare another 
who spared not his own Son, his only begotten 
and well-beloved Son? Beyond this, methinks, 
demonstration of holiness cannot go. Oh what 
an awful spectacle unto creation for ever, to see 
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such love as the Father had unto his Son post- 
poned unto holiness, set aside for the manifesta¬ 
tion of justice, suspended for the honour of a 
broken law!—What a word then is Law 1 the pillar 
of ages, the stability of worlds, the very word of 
God ! and who, understanding this, will dream of 
the frangibility, or the changeableness of law ? It 
may not be any longer thought or spoken, that 
the adamantine law will divide into parts: it 
dieth by the loss of the least jot; it cannot die 
while God who spake it endureth. Inflexible law, 
inexorable law, thou art honoured indeed; very 
venerable art thou become. Woe, woe to him 
that toucheth the hem of thy skirt, or meditateth 
the infringement of thy integrity. I cannot ex¬ 
press, and never shall be able to express, the 
sanction which Christ hath given to the Law. 
Truly he hath made it honourable. Behold also, 
what demonstration there is of the sinfulness of 
sin. That sin should poison life’s fountain, in a 
creature created so noble as Adam; that sin 
should poison the streams of life in all their 
branches ; that one sin should engender from its 
venomous drop enough of suffering to steep a 
world in misery, is indeed an awful truth;—but 
that sin should be able to struggle with Godhead 
itself, that a fragment of the perilous stuff, being 
assumed into the personality of the Son, should 
weigh down the Almighty One, from his delecta¬ 
tion in the bosom of the Father, and make him 
say, “ Why hast thou forsaken me!” That a 
fragment of the perilous stuff being taken into 
the person of the living One, Life of life, should 
agonize him with hunger and with thirst, and 
oppress him with weariness, and tempt him 
with the round world’s idle state; should make 
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the Divine person groan, and weep, andsweat great 
drops of blood, and be passive to all suffering) 
which flesh is heir to; this is the mightiest de-’ 
monst ration of sin’s iron gripe and deadly lohd, 
proving it to be all but the mightiest power inf 
being. 

1 This, according to the view I have given of it, 
is not; as it were, the accumulation of the sms 
of all the elect; but the simple, single, common 
power of sin diffused throughout, and present' 
in, the substance of flesh of fallen human nature. 
Such power hath sin in my flesh, in the flesh of 
every one who heareth me.—They greatly erf 
who make this humiliation of the Son’s person to 
arise from many thousand measures of sin, as it 
were, poured into the cup of one man. No, verily > 
that which a fallen human nature in Christ pre¬ 
vailed to do against a Divine nature, it prevail¬ 
ed to do in me, and in every single man and no 
power whatsoever, but the Divine power which 
prevailed over it in Christ, can prevail over it in 
me. This scheme of supposing Christ to have 
been laden, as it were, with a body that had the 
sins of many bodies imputed to it, doth take him 
out of otir sphere again, and destroy the applica¬ 
tion unto us, of those things shewed forth in him; 
for the sinner might turn upon us, and say, That 
example of the sinfulness of sin, which you educed 
from Christ, is not applicable to me, who have 
but my own sin to bear.—Do I speak herein 
against imputation of our sins ? God forbid. 1 be¬ 
lieve that He bare our sins in his own body on the 
trOe; and this is a point which 1 have sufficiently 
handled in my first discourse. It was all our 
sin, and none of it his: —it was the sin of flesh 
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in general, in common, which he freely undertook 
to extirpate. But what is sin ? Reflect what sin 
is. It is not a thing, nor a creature, but it is the 
state of a creature,—the second state of a crea¬ 
ture, in which it is not subject to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be. Sin, therefore, is 
common to us all: it is the creature man working 
against the Creator God. And the Creator God, 
to shew that he neither had been nor would be 
baffled by his own creature, took it up into himself, 
and, having sanctified it, brought it through the 
passage of death without seeing corruption, to see 
immortality and unchangeableness. And the mea¬ 
sure of the potency of sin, and of its evil in one man, 
in any man, in all men, in the region of humanity, 
is the degree unto which it humbled and reduced 
one of the persons of the eternal Godhead. I wonder 
what men mean who will not look at this, and be 
astonied: it passeth comprehension, it passeth 
utterance. Holy men are lost in the adoration of 
it; angels desire to look into it; sinners are saved by 
it; and none but infidels and heretics withstand it. 

It is very painful indeed to me, but nothing 
new, as you can testify, to witness the obstinacy 
and perverseness with which men contend against 
this truth, that Christ came in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh. What 
mean they by their ignorant gainsaying ? Is it not 
the thing which is to be done in you and me, 
sooner or later, by God, tliatwe should be sancti¬ 
fied and redeemed, this very flesh of ours, by the 
indwelling and empowering of the Holy Ghost ? 
If there be something so shocking in the Holy 
Ghost’s abiding in sinful flesh, let those that think 
it so shocking do without it, if they can, and go 
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down into the pit for ever. Whether in it more 
honourable unto God, that he should recover his 
creature, or lose his creature ? And if sinful flesh 
is the thing to be sanctified and possessed of the 
Godhead, shall not Christ in this also have thfe 
pre-eminence ? or shall it be done in us, without 
being first done in him ? But whence this abhor¬ 
rence ? Is it dishonourable to vanquish sin ? Doth 
the man become a serpent who graspeth the Ser¬ 
pent in his gripe, and crusheth him ? Do I be¬ 
come a devil, by wrestling with the devil and 
overcoming him ? And doth Christ become sinful, 
by coming into flesh like this of mine, extirpating 
its sin, arresting its corruption, and attaining for 
it honour and glory for ever ? Idle talk l They 
know not whether they drive. They are making 
void the humanity of Christ, and destroying his 
mediation, as virtually as if they denied his Di¬ 
vinity. A mediator is not of one : how truly he is 
consubstaniial with God, so truly is he consub- 
stantial with me, or he cannot be mediator be¬ 
tween me and God. The Days-man must be able 
to lay his hand upon us both. 

These demonstrations of the unalterable holi¬ 
ness of God, of the inflexible rigour of the Law, and 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, which are no de¬ 
monstrations at all unto us availing, unless Christ 
be come in ourjust and exact nature, are, so far as 
they bear upon us, profitable in the highest degree 
by destroying all hope of salvation through the re- 
lentings of God, through the yielding of the Law, 
through our obedience of the Law, or any other 
method which buildeth upon God’s facility of dis¬ 
position, or our own self-righteousness. For if 
God would not relent in behalf of God, but 
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obliged his own Son, when made flesh, tobearthe 
rigours of the Law, then how should he relent 
towards another ? And if it required the inform* 
ing Godhead of the Son, and the sustaining God¬ 
head of the Spirit, to enable the man Jesus 
Christ perfectly to keep the Law, how should 
any mere man expect to keep it ? And if no one 
may expect to keep it, how should any one expect 
to be saved by it? Whosoever, therefore, rightly 
apprehendeth the incarnation of the Word, doth 
dread the Law, with revoltings of soul, and cry 
out, Oh, thou inexorable Law! how shall I escape 
thy most certain sentence ? Oh, thou most holy 
God! how shall I find acquittal from thine offended 
law? If thou art strict to mark iniquity, as it 
appeareth by thy Son’s experience in the flesh, 
then how shall I answer for one of ten thousand 
of my transgressions ? I am a lost man—a man 
lost and undone, unless that awful law be taken 
out of the way for ever. If it stand, I fall; for I 
I am sold under sin. Oh, wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? Such is the agony of a man who is en¬ 
lightened by Christ, in God’s character as a sove¬ 
reign Lord. He is at his wit’s end : yea, it would 
drive a man out of his wits, as at times it threat¬ 
ened to do for poor Luther, whose ideas of God the 
Lawgiver became at times so insufferable to him¬ 
self, that he would run howling from the hideous 
thought, and seek to hide himself from the fear of 
God. Paul, in like manner, in the seventh chap¬ 
ter of the Romans, seemeth to have been all but 
undone, by his reflections upon the holiness of 
God the Lawgiver. And I would that every 
one who heareth me, and I myself, were in like 
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wipe amazed and astonished. There Would then 
he no seed of argument to drive men from , the 
Law: they would avoid.it aa they do costuming 
fire. There would be no need of arguments toper*- 
suade men to take refuge in grace : they would 
snatch at it, and fasten such hold uponit, as the 
drowning wan doth upon the life-boat which hath 
arrived just in time to save him. from the yawning 
waves. Then , would the .world know what that 
word meaneth, “ The (Law camei by Moses, but 
grace:and: truth came by JesusChrist” 

, jWhat then is to become of that inexorable Law ? 
and< what; ia to become, of us* whom it daraneth 
to the lowest hell ? Christ* for his part, hath 
kept: the Law, and made it honourable; but wain 
weak flesh, iwhat can we do to keep it 1 Nothing 
whatsoever. We.do but mangle it; we do hot 
dishonour it; we do but enrage it, and deceive outv 
selves. Will it not oall out against us then ? Yea, 
and it doth* And what then is.to be done? We 
must die, and see corruption. Our natural man 
must die, and die Law will be satisfied; for the 
Law hath claiins . upon the natural man alone. If 
ay concupiscence die, if my covetousness die, if 
my destructiveness die, what more would dm 
Law? In one word, if.my flesh be crucified, 
what. more.would the Law? Now this is what 
taketh plane in every one that beheveth in Christ, 
according to the principle of imputation had 
(down above; that, as by Adam came the weak¬ 
ness of the flesh, so by Christ came delivec- 
anfce from its weakness: or rather,: in Christ’s 
death all flesh died, and the Law was satisfied. 
TbeLaw bora its spite against sin. in flesh: Christ 
-condemned sin in flesh: the Ltwcowld aokdoiit, 
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Christ did it for the Law; or rather he did it for 
the Lawgiver, even his Father, of whose holiness, 
the Law is the bearing and the pressure upon sin¬ 
ful flesh. As the sin of Adam did not need to be 
done over again in every person of Adam’s kind, 
but by the principle of imputation death passed 
upon all men, and the Law appeared in due time 
to shew the abundance of the transgression; so 
neither doth the work of righteousness, under 
the Law, need to be done over again : but, being 
once done in Christ, is for ever done; and the 
Law being satisfied with Christ, giveth itself up 
to Christ, and saith, Thou, O man, art worthy to 
have, to hold, to exercise me, thou great Lord of 
law ! And Christ having become sole proprietor 
of the Law, doth say, in his own right. Stand 
aside, thou grace-eclipsing Law: thou hast had thy 
time; and a better time awaiteth thee yet, when 
my throne of righteousness shall be established; 
but for the present, be thou content to take thy¬ 
self out of the way, that the grace of my Father, 
through me, may shine forth unto the ends of 
the earth. And now, ye swift messengers, ye 
gentle ministers of grace, go forth and preach the 
good tidings of great joy unto all men; preach 
the Gospel of salvation unto every creature under 
heaven. This message hath been proclaimed unto 
the earth since the resurrection ; that men are no 
longer under the Law, that God is gracious, that 
their sins are forgiven, and that God is love. This 
is the grace, this is the peace, which unto men, 
unto all men, is proclaimed ; and the world is under 
the Law no longer, but under grace. And thus, 
by one man the Law hath been satisfied, and by 
one man the grace of God hath been revealed from 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY REMOVAL Or THE LAW. (140)CXlvii 

behind the eclipse which the Law had brought 
upon it. For it was but an eclipse, became’ the 
promise was before the Law, and the Law which 
came four hundred and thirty years after, could 
not make the promise of none effect. 

The promise was of grace, and not of merit; of 
faith, and not of works. Abraham believed, and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness. Abra¬ 
ham lived under a dispensation under which sin 
was not imputed. “ For,” saith the Apostle; 
“ sin is not imputed, where there is no law 
and he quoteth, as applicable to that period, 
these Words of the Psalmist,—“ Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered: blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
imputeth not iniquity.” If, then, Abraham and 
his seed until the Law came were free from the 
imputation of sin, by virtue of the promise of 
Christ, surely much more are'we free who live 
under the Gospel of Christ. I say, much more, not 
in respect of the degree of freedom, but in respect 
of the clearness with which it is revealed. For, 
in respect to the substance of the thing, that we 
have the same with Abraham, he the same with 
us, is clear, not only from the general reasonings 
of Paul, in the Romans and in the Galatians, but 
by two express declarations of the New Testa* 
mebt to that effect. The first in the prophecy 
of Zacharias, at the circumcision of his son the 
Baptist, wherein, speaking of Jesus (Luke i. 72), 
he states, as the end of his mission, “ to perform 
the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remem¬ 
ber his holy covenant, the oath which he sware to 
our father Abraham.” Now that which is remem¬ 
bered hath had a previous existence; and that 
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which is performed under a covenant hath been 
previously promised, in the giving of the covenant 
of promise. The other passage is still more ex¬ 
plicit (Gal. i. 13): “ Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us; for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree; that the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.” And thus we conclude, that from 
Abraham until now, the dispensation of grace 
and imputed righteousness, the dispensation which 
hath no law and imputeth no sin, hath been in 
the world ; that when given unto Abraham, it was 
given unto him, for all nations ; according as it is 
written in the same Epistle to the Galatians 
(iii. 7), “ The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the nations through faith, preached befote 
the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.” The Law did not annul 
that dispensation of grace, but was a safeguard 
unto it; to preserve the hope, and to define the 
object of it, and to drive men from self-righteous¬ 
ness into the arms of merciful grace : unto which 
end the Law serveth still, as we have shewn above, 
or else it will drive men into destruction, and leave 
them under despair. In this sense, indeed, Christ 
hath the whips and scourges of the Law, and shall 
use them too, against the day of judgment, which 
is the Law's triumphal and eternal glory. But as 
to Moses, he is defunct; and let him rest in his 
grave. The Son of Man is Lord also of the Law, 
which is with him in better keeping than ever it 
was with Moses; for he shall make it triumphant 
in the age to come, when Moses on the one hand. 
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ttd'BHas on 'the bther, (shall bear up the glory 
frf the transfigured world. But, meanwhile, the 
Law being lifted up from present time, and trans¬ 
ported unto another age, we have now the Gospel 
of the grace of God proclaimed by the church 
Mto the wide world. The world is under grace, 
and isno longer under law. For, as old Luther hath 
bravely spoken it, “ wherefore if sin afflict thee, 
and death terrify thee, think that it is, as indeed 
it is, but an imagination, and a false illusion of 
the devH; .tor in very deed, there is now no sin; 
no ourae, no death, no devil, to hurt us any 
mere, for Christ vanquished and abolished all 
these things.” 

I-said above, that the Law is fraught with so 
mueh wisdom and righteousness, as to become 
an object of adoration to the good feeling of the 
natural man. But when it thus bristleth with 
threatenings and terrors against infirm humanity, 
and will not intermarry with grace or mercy, it 
doth alienate the affections of the natural man, 
and become to bim the occasion of fear and dread* 
Being taken out of the way therefore as an offence, 
a deadly offence, to humanity’s infirm condition, 
the question ariseth. And what now is there 
left for man to pay his reverence and worship 
unto ? Taking away this fine ideal of every thing 
righteous, good, mid perfect, what have you to 
put in its stead? Mao cannot be without a model 
aeeording to which to shape himself, and in which 
to behold that excellence to which he would 
attain, and do homage. Brethren, this is a ques¬ 
tion into the resolution of which 1 shall enter a 
little; and, at one and the same, time, spite those 
adorers of Moses, and confound those idle aid 
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wicked dreamers about Christ’s immortal body, 
while I instruct you more perfectly in the method 
of this great salvation. 

The object, then, which now standeth unto our 
admiration and homage, instead of the Law, is 
the person of Christ; who, while he is holy as 
the Law, is tender and pitiful as a brother, and 
endued with the almightiness of God ; who is so 
far from irritating the weakness and overwhelming 
the remorse and compunction of sinful flesh, so far 
from threatening its every backsliding and trans- 
gression with death, that he hath himself become 
touched with the fellow-feeling of our infirmities, 
being in all points tempted like as we are, hath 
carried our diseases, and borne our sicknesses, 
and is the grace of that God of whom the Law is 
the holiness. The person of Christ Jesus, there¬ 
fore, by right taketh, as by nature he attracteth, the 
admiration, affection, and homage of sinful flesh. 
He taketh us by right of being the living Law, 
holy as it is, perfect as it is, admirable as it is. He 
attracteth us by being a person, a living, moving, 
breathing person ; bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh. He hath purchased us, moreover, by 
redeeming us from the curse of the Law, and 
pouring into the wounded conscience the oil of 
joy; and finally, he demandeth us as very God, 
as the very grace of God, who in himself coo- 
centrateth all grace, and unto whom God giveth 
the singular and sole glory of his grace. Com¬ 
pared with this person, thus accomplished, with 
God’s grace and man’s infirmity, thus recom¬ 
mended by the achievement of holiness, in union 
with most perfect grace and compassion, object 
of fearless love, object of doubtless trust ; who 
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that bank a heart to feel, or a Mind to understand* 
will ewer speak again in praise, will ever revert 
again in confidence, to that awful iron-hearted 
Law, which neither knows pity for the fallen, nor 
shews compassion for the penitent? Yet true it is, 
and of verity, that* like the Galatians of old, we 
who have received the Spirit, by the hearing of 
faith, would go back to be perfected by the Law, 
We Weald believe in Christ, we would possess 
the Spirit, and, so qualified, pay our homage to 
the Law, which maketh void the work of Christy 
and prdveth that we have never known the Spirit. 
Perverseness this, debasement this, which the 
ehorcb would not have come to, had she, unto 
her faith of the Lord’s atonement, added* the 
lively faith of his true sympathising humanity, of 
his merciful and faithful high priesthood in the 
heavens: and from which base pandering to the 
Law, and pre fe rr i ng of Moses above Christ, no¬ 
thing will ever deliver the church, but the revival 
and frequent reiteration of that great truth, which 
Satanic attempting to bring into question,—that 
Christ was. in very deed consubstantial with the 
fallen creature, and hath taken up with him into 
the heavens, the ever-present consciousness and 
sympathy of the conditions and trials of his mem¬ 
bers upon the earth* The church bath been so 
spoiled in its tenderer and nobler parts, by the 
continual and exclusive doctrine of debt aad 
payment, of barter end exchange; of suffer¬ 
ing for suffering, of clearing the account and 
setting things strait with God; that she hath lost 
the relish for discourse of the brotherly covenant* 
of the spousal relation, of the consubstantial 
anion betwixt her ■ and the Lord Jesus. She 
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hath lost relish for high discourse concerning 
the mystery of his person, as God-man; the 
beauty, the grace, the excellency of that consti¬ 
tution of being which he possessed. Strong as the 
strongest, even of Almighty strength; weak as the 
weakest,—of all infirmities conscious; holy as the 
holiest, the only holy thing, yet consubstantial 
with the sinful creatures, sinful in his substance 
as they, tempted as they, liable to fall as they. 
The church likewise, by this profit-and-loss theo¬ 
logy, by this divinity of the exchange, hath come 
to lose the relish of that most noble discourse, 
which treateth of the grandeur and the glory 
of the risen Christ wielding the sceptre of the 
heavens, yet, from his peerless height of place, 
consenting to cast his eye perpetually upon the 
poorest, the meanest, the most deeply tried and 
overwhelmed of all his people. 

And now that the Lord has stirred up my mind, and 
the minds of some others of his servants, to awaken 
and arouse the church to thoughts, to loves, to 
hopes of a higher mood, the servants of the wicked 
one would come in, and fix her for ever at the level 
of these low waters, by daring to assert that Jesus 
our Lord had no such sympathies with the fallen 
creatures, and that the church may not aspire to 
such close, spousal, sisterly thoughts of him. For 
if, as they dream, and dare to put forth, Christ was 
other than a fallen man, and never knew the fellow¬ 
ship of our temptations, from the flesh, from the 
world, from Satan, how can human nature, in its 
fallen state, go out with confidence and affection, 
and without fear, to repose herself upon his inter¬ 
cession and mediation ? You say he hath borne 
her sin, and therefore made her unspeakably his 
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debtor: you say, our sins were imputed to him, 
and he bore them; he pitied us so much as to bear 
them; and therefore we ought to have confidence 
in him. ■ Nay, but, thou half reasoner, art thou 
isGt ignorant of human nature as not to know 
that the debt of obligation is not favourable to the 
1 growth of love? It is love which begetteth love, and 
love annihilates all distance by condescension, 
and love raiseth through all distance the poor one 
Who hath thus been condescended to in love. 
Knowest thou not, O man, that a king, who keeps 
his state and distance as a king, yet by his al¬ 
moner sendeth gifts to the most distressed and 
needy of his people, doth not expect that they 
' should thereupon cast themselves into his bosom, 
or take liberties with his royal state ? They are 
beholden to him, and they shew it in the reverent 
distance and lowly humility which- they bear be- 
fore him. And if, as thou sayest, the Son of God, 
in doing us this bounty, did yet keep the distance 
and the dignity of an unfallen creature, avoiding 
by an inestimable distance, our devil-haunted, 
and sin^defiled region, flitting amongst us like a 
shadbw, but not inhabiting our tenement at all; 
'amongst us, but not one of us; then 1 say, that 
hiebbunty conferred, the very magnitude, the very 
value of it, will only put another impediment and 
‘obstruction in the way of tbat brotherhood, of 
those espousals, of that fellow-feeling, trust, and 
confidence, which the soul ought to have towards 
'Him for whom 4he is called to-give tip her ownhigh 
and noble thoughts concerning this- fair propor¬ 
tioned and authoritative Law of God. The soul, 
instead of coming into melting tenderness towards 
ttuchan one, will be appalled fat away from his in- 
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scrutable holiness, and will feel it. to be her duty 
to worship him at a distance, and to acknowledge 
him with fear and trembling. Ah, no: ye half 
reasoners, ye are not yet so wise as God, whose 
method of wooing a fallen creature is far more 
exquisite and far more effectual than yours. You 
come roughly on, loading her whose affections you 
would gain with gifts, but all the while keeping 
in her presence a state whereat she trembleth; 
more after the manner of an eastern prince pur¬ 
chasing a fair slave, than the manner by which 
the human soul is won. But God sent his Son to 
make acquaintance with human kind, upon the 
lowly level of their condition ; as if that eastern 
prince should lay aside his crown and scepter, 
and dress himself in humble guise, and be a ser¬ 
vant to gain the humble maiden whose hand he 
desireth. So God wisely purposed ; and so Christ 
wisely, graciously, nobly, divinely performed; 
speaking of no benefit, though he had given us 
all; keeping no state, though he was the Lord of 
creation. In the lowly level of fallen humanity, 
he wooed his bride, and thus he won her love. 
By the very act, and in the very act of his humi¬ 
liation unto her estate, he took away the fear of 
distance, and the sense of obligation. But still 
the load would be too great for love to grow under, 
exalted as he is now. Potentate of potentates, were 
it not for the same faculty and power of conde¬ 
scension which abideth in him still. He is removed 
away from us, but not by being above the care of 
us. Only to lift his handmaiden unto the same dig¬ 
nity hath he gone to claim his birthright crown, that 
he may raise her to the fellowship of the same; and 
mean while the Spirit is his messenger, the Spirit is 
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the comfqrter of hissponse, who cometb not, in the 
form of infinite Godhead, to overwhelm and con¬ 
sume the faculties of the creature whom he would 
possess; nor yet, in the form of perfect and un- 
fallen manhood, to rebuhe the fallen creature’s 
weak and sinful condition, but in the form of 
risen, redeemed manhood—manhood that once 
was fallen, but now is risen and redeemed. 

It is the Spirit of Christ, of the risen Christ, 
which we receive. Not until he ascended up on high, 
did Christ receive the Spirit to bestow it upon 
his eburcb. It is therefore the Spirit of the risen. 
Christ, the triumphant Christ, Christ the van¬ 
quisher of sin and death, which we receive;—a 
distinct person of the blessed Trinity, condescend¬ 
ing from the absoluteness of his Divinity, to carry 
on the communication between Christ and his 
people; a communication not made by words 
merely, but by regeneration and the quickening 
of a new life, in all things consentaneous unto, 
and defined by, and identical with, the life of 
Christ. As my natural life is instinct with all 
Adam’s fallen propensities, so is my renewed life 
instinct with all Christ’s risen glories. With the 
eernmnnioation of life therefore, kindred life, unto< 
has own, warm, congenial life; with the inspira¬ 
tion of all divine, pure, and holy affection, with 
a maw heart, with a right mind; with power from 
on high, power which sweetly and gently con- 
descendeth toall our weaknesses and infirmities, in 
under to strengthen them, and make us more than 
conquerors over all oar enemies; with gentle love, 
which ,w hispereth peace unto ourtroubled souls, and 
biddeth its waves to be still; with wisdom from' 
above, which counselleth our ignorance and our- 
folly, and represseth all our way ward violence; with 
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good government and righteous lordship, which 
doth reprove, rebuke, restrain, chastise and restore 
us to the paths of righteousness;—with these, the 
forms of redeemed manhood; with these, the tender 
respects unto our frailty, and healing treatment of 
our diseases, and restoration of our health, and 
renewal of our being after the image of God, in 
righteousness and true holiness, doth the Holy 
Ghost, as the Spirit of Christ, come forth from 
the bosom of the risen God-man, to cherish, to 
revive, to comfort, and to establish the peace, 
joy, and blessedness of his spouse upon the earth, 
and to carry on that excellent work of gaining her 
love, that lie may teach her to be obedient and 
dutiful unto the will of his Father. We say that 
Christ—first in fallen yet sinless manhood, and 
next, in fallen manhood redeemed and risen— 
doth indeed accomplish a perfect work of winning 
the heart, taking the admiration, possessing 
the confidence, and occupying all the soul, of 
those whom the Father hath given to him for 
an inheritance; those whom he purchased unto 
himself for an inheritance, those whom the Spirit 
cleanseth and clotheth, to be unto him for a chaste 
and holy spouse. Sublime mystery of love ! 0 
love most excellent, love most glorious ! Blessed 
indeed are the people who are thus beloved. 
JVJy soul, rejoice in God thy Saviour. All that is 
within me bless his holy name, and forget not all 
his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diseases, who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction, who crowneth thee with 
loving kindness and tender mercies, who satisfv- 
eth thy mouth with good things, so that thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s. 

Now, brethren, this is the object, even this 
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Mn Jetens Christ, Which I have to Set before you, 
over and against that Law which our natural 
man reverenceth bo much. — Is the Law holy ? 
Christ is also holy, who hath kept the Law and 
made it honourable; Is the LaW venerable in its 
antiquity ? more Venerable is he who was in the 
beginning with God, who was God. Is the Law 
good, discerning between the good and the evil, 
and judging righteously, defending the oppressed, 
upholding the weak ? so good is Christ, who shall 
bring every hidden work of darkness unto light; 
wbo sbal! judge between the evil and the good, 
and discern between the just and the unjust, m 
that day, in that age, in which be will set judg* 
ment upon the earth, and establish righteousness 
among the nations. What is there m the Law 
holy,' and just, and good, which is not in Jesus, 
the Holy, the Just, and the Good ? And for the 
curse of the Law, you have the blessing of the 
promise in Christ; and for the certain con* 
demnation of the Law yon have the certain justi¬ 
fication and salvation of Christ. In the Law there 
is righteousness, but there is no mercy: in Christ 
mercy and truth are met together, righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other. In the Law 
there is no help; but in Christ there is the help 
of the Holy Ghost. In the Law there is no 
life, but chill cold death: in Christ there is 
life, more abundant life, everlasting life. In the 
Law, God’s holiness in terrible tbunderings, and 
4igbtnings, and darkness, and a fearful voice is 
set forth; and who can abide it ? which, when 
the children of Israel heard, they prayed that 
it might not be spoken ante them any more : 
but in Christ, you have righteousness presented 
in grace 1 ; the grace of ! God shining forth in the 
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person of the holy One and the Just. In the Law, 
you have manhood racked, tortured, and slain: in 
Christ, you have the same fallen manhood sanc¬ 
tified, beautified, glorified, blessed for ever. And 
what more shall I say, than that the Law is the 
direful expression of that everlasting contradiction 
which there is between God and a fallen crea¬ 
ture, the impassable gulph which had never been 
passsed, and seemed impassable until Christ came 
forth, made of a woman, made under the Law, 
who is the expression of God’s grace, God’s pity, 
and God's compassion towards the fallen creature, 
of God’s purpose to redeem it, and to set his glory 
and his strength in it, for ever and for ever ? 

Who then, that understandeth these things, will 
prefer the iron-hearted Law, to the human-hearted 
Christ; will set up justification by works, in the 
stead of justification by faith ; will prefer to live 
under the Law, rather than to live under grace! 
But I say unto you, brethren, that if ye, having be¬ 
lieved in Christ, and received the Spirit, will yet 
make the Law your measure and your master, ye do 
dishonour unto these Divine Persons; ye do bring 
Christ back from the right hand of the glory, to 
travail in flesh again. And, instead of prospering 
in holiness by such an unworthy preposterous 
course, you will fall away into legality and for¬ 
mality, and live in fear and trembling. If Christ 
had intended his people to be under the Law, a* 
he was himself, then would he have bestowed 
upon them the Holy Spirit before he ascended up 
on high ; the Holy Spirit would have proceeded 
from the body of his humiliation, and not from 
the body of his glory. But it is expressly said, 
that the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified. Besides, if we 
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bad tokeep the Law aver again, there, would bei 
no vicariousnessin the work ofChrist; Imputatioiv 
and atonement -would be empty words, #- so were 
that theLaw had & demand upon us still, and 
that we were, either now to be 1 under its an* 
tfcerity, or hereafter judged by itsetatutea. Christ 
hath died in vain, if we be still under the Law; or, 
as Paul saith, “ If we be under the Law, we are 
fallen from grace.” Surely, if the first Adam, 
begetteth in his likeness, the Second Adam be** 
getteth in his likeness also: and what is that like** 
neu! The likeness not now of sinful flesh, bat at 
glorious flesh; the image of God, the image of the* 
invisible God, which Christ was not in bis veiled 
flesh, but which: he is in his transcendent glory; 
and thin is distinctly and unequivocally declared,ip 
that passage of Scripture where it is written, that 
“ we are renewed after the image of God, ia righ¬ 
teousness and true holiness/’ 

When* therefore, any legalist will prove to me* 
that Christ the Father of the regeneration is under 
the Law, I will believe that the children of the re* 
generation are under theLaw; but not till then: and 
L .think it will puzale them to prove that the. Lord 
of all is not Lord of the Ten Commandments, also* 
And yet i know that there are men so ignorant and 
foolish; as to maintain this also, who go about to 
say, and to affirm, that the Law of- the Ten Com* 
mandments is the epitome, so to speak, of the 
Divine will* and that God himself is under the 
obligations of- law ; or, as they are pleased to 
say, that a thing is not right because it is the 
will of God, but it is the will of God, because.it is 
right. Base theologians, and - poor* philosophers 1 
would you dethrone Gad also from his sever 
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reignty, and bring him under the fate, the fatm , 
of the ancients ? Is the Word before God ; or doth 
the Word proceed from God ? Doth not the Father 
generate the Word? Is not the Father alone 
self-originated? I cannot enough wonder that 
men should so exaggerate as to put the Moral Law 
into any connexion with God otherwise than as 
the giver of it. The object of it is not God; the 
object of it is not even unfallen man; nor hath it 
any thing to do with the regenerated man. The 
only object of it is the fallen man; and I say 
again, what I have often said, it is the perfection 
of the fallen manhood, and it is no more. And if, 
as I believe in the age to come, men, flesh-and- 
blood men shall be constituted under this Law, and 
by the ejection of Satan out of flesh, and out of the 
world holding of flesh, and through the righteous 
government of Christ instead thereof, shall be 
enabled to keep the Law ;—if the Law, as I be¬ 
lieve, shall then become the statute law of the 
world, still it will only be a form of fallen huma¬ 
nity ; the best form which it can attain unto, 
but yet not the redeemed, or rather the rege¬ 
nerated form. For still, men will be fallible, and 
this estate of humanity will end in an apostasy; 
so that, from the beginning unto the ending of it, 
the law of the two stone-tables, hath nothing to 
do with the work of the Spirit, hath no authority 
over the renewed man, who is wholly devoted 
unto Christ, and acknowledgeth none but he; 
and is renewed in the likeness of the risen Christ, 
or after the image of the risen God, in righteous¬ 
ness and true holiness. 

Now, it may seem to many a very idle, and to 
others it may seem a very dangerous thing, thus 
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to assert the haUewer’Bitadepehdeaee of any laW;~<4 
the'former saying, Why takeaway any safeguard 
from morality;, the latter saying, You teach fean-t 
tioasness;—to whom I answer. It is want of faith 
inyou both. The subject which I handle is the 
most momentous, and lies at the root of all botinessi 
Doth: it serve, O ye objectors, the interests of hot 
kness, or doth it disserve them, to break the 
haw, and to dishonour the Law ? And do ye 
not daily break it, in thought, word; anddeed & 
And if ye be 'under it, is it not violated and disho*- 
wonted by ydu? and where then id the holiness of 
.God ? Can amen, who is familiar with the every* 
day breaking of the Law, have either it or dm 
Lawgiver long in Tevecence ? And if Christ and 
the Holy Spirit are to come in and patch up tkfe 
matter, what a system have we here, but grace 
fighting with debt, and mercy fighting with justice; 
or rather, grace and mercy becoming the great in¬ 
dulgence ©f unholiness ? I speak not of the din* 
honour of Christ and of the Holy Ghost in ouch 
a .scheme,—I apeak of the dishonour of the Law 
itself. O ye gainsayera of the truth, ye disbo* 
noor the Law, and the Lawgiver; but we honour 
the Law; we magnify the Law'and make it ho¬ 
nourable. We say it standeth the: awful andun- 
stained monument of God’s holiness, condemning 
us; and condemning all. We live not by it; We 
die before it: we live only by graee; we live only 
by pardon, and from: the time forth of receiving 
our pardon. We do not go and commit the shine 
efiences over again; whiob we must needs do, if 
we were under that law of subjection; but we 
receive, the Spirit of adoption from the Father, 
and fcomt the rank’ of his su bjects we sre admitted 
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unto the honour of his family: from the rank of 
rebels we pass into the freedom of sons; and as 
sons we receive the Spirit of our Father, and 
through the Spirit do live unto the praise and 
the glory of Him who hath redeemed, and reco¬ 
vered, and regenerated us. Now be ye judges, 
whether one possessed of the Spirit, and underthe 
power of love, is more in a condition to sanctify 
the living God, than one who is under the Law, 
and without the Spirit. But, moreover, if it be 
true that a man who will live under the Law 
cannot have the Spirit, what a predicament it 
places you legalists in ! And this now is what Paul 
expressly declareth in the Epistle to the Gala¬ 
tians (iii. 2—5): “ This only would I learn of 

you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye 90 
foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the flesh ? Have ye suffered so 
many things in vain, if it be yet in vain ? He there¬ 
fore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and work 
eth miracles among you, doeth he it by the works 
of the Law, or by the hearing of faith ? ” 

The only escape which it is possible to make 
from the cogency of this argument, which we 
have held upon the removal of the Law, is by this 
question; But if the Law be removed, what 
model or ensample have we by which to walk? 
I answer. The model and example of Christ. But 
they reply, Was not Christ under the Law; and 
how can he be a model to those that are not 
under the Law ? To this question I will reply by 
explaining a little farther the work of the Spirit 
in the Man Christ Jesus. And this will have the 
advantage of still further exposing the vile heresy 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY REMOVAL 09 THE LAV. (lMjcfami 

of flm imutortal and incorruptible body: of Gkeui. 
For if Christ’s human nature were not in like wise 
constituted, as ours is, then, in addition to all the 
results above-mentioned, there must come thisaiso, 
that the workof the Holy Ghost should not be miden* 
stood, and should become of secondary, instead of 
being: of primary importance, in the belief of every 
Christiam And I must confess, that the narrow 
apprehension of the atonement which prevailed*, 
and the reducing of the mystery to mere imphtm* 
tien, and I would say, moreover, the mean and 
meagre views :of imputation itself, have brought 
to pass a-very insufficient doctrine on the subject 
efithe Holy Spirit. The work to be accomplished, 
must always be the measure of the power neces¬ 
sary to accomplish it; and from believing. that 
the work to be accomplished by Christ is merely 
the bearing of so much inflicted wrath, vengeance, 
and punishment; it cometh naturally to pass, that 
the need, of the Holy Ghost, towards the aceoas- 
plisbment of his work, is not perceived. The 
union of the Divine and human nature, in ittelf 
8ufficeth;—the human nature to suffer the mighty 
load, the Divine nature to sustain the Sufferer. 
And besides these, what need of a third principle, 
and that a person, and a Divine person also ? 
Accordingly, the Holy Spirit in the work of Christy 
is almost or altogether avoided ; which, however, 
is in several parts of the Acts, and in the ixth 
chapter of the Hebrews, expressly declared ts 
have been the power in which he performed hit 
mighty works, and offered his blameless sacrifice. 
This, now, is made much worse by those whs 
suppose he had not such a human nature in all 
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respects as we fallen men have. For to the 
difficulty, just mentioned, is added this other, 
how suffering could in any wise reach him. If so 
be he was not fallen, or in any middle condition 
between the fallen and the unfallen, what meaning, 
or purpose, or use, there could be for the Holy Ghost 
unto the person composed of the eternal Son and 
a faultless creature, I cannot for a moment imagine. 
And the fact is positive and undeniable, that the 
work of the Spirit in the person of Christ, though 
formerly a common-place in Divinity, and standing 
topic of discourse, is no longer either the one or the 
other; and being so, I will prophecy that the work of 
the Holy Ghost must in such a case become a very 
confused and idle theory : for whatever is not seen 
realized in the person of Christ, ceaseth.from being 
a theological reality, and hasteneth to become a 
confused hypothesis. And I have some hope that j 
this argument which I have been long waging may ' 
haply be profitable to enlighten the mind of the j 
church, upon the work of the Spirit also. 

But to come to the question of our model 
and example: The work of the Holy Ghost 
in the human nature of Christ, from his concep¬ 
tion unto his baptism, was to fulfil all the righ- j 
teousness of the Law ; and I think that word 
which he spake at his baptism, “ Thus it be- i 
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness,” is the 
Amen with which he concluded that great ac¬ 
complishment. The baptism of John was the 
isthmus which connected the fulfilment of the Law, 
upon the one hand, with the opening of the spi¬ 
ritual and evangelical holiness upon the other; to 
which our Lord alludes, in these words ; “ The 
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kingdom of heaven suflfcreth violence from the 
baptism of John unti) now, and the-vidient take it 
by force;” giving them to'understand that the 
baptism of John had imtiated ihto the kingdom, air 
tbebaptism of Moses in the efoud, and' in the sea 
ihitiatedinto the Law. FYora the anointing with 
the Dove, I believe that our Lord entered upon a' 
higher and holier walk than tnere law-fulfilling, 
g^Vihg t6 Os the unsample 1 of that spiritual holi¬ 
ness WhiOh 1 knoWeth no Law, "but the Law of 
liberty; that is, the Will inclined unto the will 3 of 1 
God. Therefore it was, that our Lord "broke the 
Sabbath Without offence ; and touched lepef^ 1 
and Otherwise offended the Law; hnd therefore, 1 
also, he 1 went up to ; the feasts, or went not 
up; according to his mind. And many things 
besides he did, which are all expressed in these 
two similitudes, of which,’ when challenged for ' 
this neglect, he made use: “ No man putteth 
n«W Wide into old bottles; no man putteth a piece 
of new cloth into an old garment; ” signifying that 
the spirit of his discipleship, of which he was 
then performing the noviciate, would not piece on 
to, ihuch less be contained within, the old worn- 
out commandments of Moses. Besides, the works 
which he did by the Spirit were the self-same ‘ 
works Which the Spirit in the Apostles did; and 
it is' continually written, he set us an example 
that we should follow his steps. Now, it is my 
conviction, from these and many other grounds 
which' I cannot now enter upon, that our Lord 
enjoyed, during his public ministry, that measure 
of the Spirit which nis church was to be endowed 
with after the resurrection, to the end that his life 

Mi 
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might be the model of every Christian's life who 
is regenerated with the Holy Ghost. He walked, 
in liberty, he rejoiced in power, he triumphed in 
victory from the time he received the Spirit after 
his baptism, until the time he fell, as it were, plumb 
down from that elevation into the agony of the 
garden and the abandonment of the cross. Be¬ 
fore entering upon which, he was strengthened 
with that voice out of the heavens, “ I have both 
glorified my name, and I will glorify it again.” 
Then came on that hour and power of darkness 
of which he said himself, “ Now is my soul 
troubled, and what shall I say ? Father, save me 
from this hour? but for this cause came 1 to 
this hour : Father, glorify thy name. Then came 
there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glo¬ 
rified it, and will glorify it again.” This, I think, 
brought on the great crisis, and put him upon his 
probation to the very uttermost. And now open- 
eth that scene of agony, that ocean of sorrow, con¬ 
cerning which it is not our present purpose to 
discourse, save to mark it as a grand epoch in the 
Redeemer’s life. It is my conviction, that our 
Lord's life between these two points of time, the 
descending of the Dove, and the bringing of the 
Greeks unto him, when that fearful hour began, is 
truly the great realization and prototype of the 
Spirit’s work in every regenerate man, in order that 
his life might not only fulfil the Law' of Moses, but 
give the prototype and the example of all spiritual 
righteousness. The Father when his Son had 
accomplished and fulfilled the Law, did bestow 
upon him a measure of that resurrection-life in 
the Spirit which he himself should afterwards be 
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honoured and privileged to bestow upon the 
church. The Father baptized him with the Holy 
Ghost, who was afterwards to baptize all the 
elect children; and so he became an example 
Unto as, and must have tasted a great enjoyment 
of his Father’s countenance^ far above and be¬ 
yond what he enjoyed before, and in the removal 
of which I deem the misery of that agony and 
death to have chiefly consisted. He had rite 
Spirit lifting him into a high communion with 
his Father, to the end of shewing him the rege¬ 
nerate church, and what should be the measure of 
their enjoyment; and this being accomplished, I 
say again, he was let plumb down into the formef 
measure of the Spirit, to swim in the tempestuous 
ocean, which all the elements of moral disorder 
could raise around him. Fearful chaos! awfnl 
valley of the shadow of death l season of the hour 
and power of darkness!—Thus have we two me«u- 
snres of the Spirit; the first for law-keeping, to be 
in lien of the obedience of those elect ones before, 
who had believed on him under the Law, or, as it is 
written, “ for the transgressions that were under 
the first covenant; ”—the second measure of the 
Spirit being for an ensimple unto us of that bap¬ 
tism of the Dove with which we should be baptized. 
And there is a third measure of the Spirit, which 
quickened him in the tomb, with which also oar 
bodies shall be anointed when we shall be quick¬ 
ened in tbe tomb.—And thus have we the whole 
mystery of the Holy Ghost realized in the life Of 
Christ. First, the mystery of law-keeping, done 
for the sake of those that were under the Law, 
but not for us: secondly, the mystery of tbe 
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Holy Ghost, which the church now enjoyeth : 
and thirdly, the mystery of the Holy Ghost, 
which shall constitute the New Jerusalem of the 
risen saints in the millenial kingdom. And. thus 
the work of the Holy Ghost is substantiated and 
realized in the person of Christ; is a fact, is a 
thing upon which faith may be rested by every 
poor creature of whose substance Christ hath 
taken a part. And thus is answered the only 
question which remained against the removal of 
the Law: what model remaineth to us in its stead ? 
Christ’s life from his baptism to his agony is our 
model of the liberty and power of the Holy Ghost. 
And let this suffice for the subject of the removal 
of the Law. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

It may be asked, after this discourse concern¬ 
ing the method of the Incarnation, And what 
serveth it that Christ should thus have reconciled 
all flesh unto God, and taken away the middle 
wall of partition which was between Jew and 
Gentile, and preached peace unto them which 
were near, and to them which were afar oflf, see¬ 
ing that it is only to a chosen and elect portion 
of the fallen creatures that salvation and blessed¬ 
ness, and glory, do eventually come? Is there 
not in this method something which is inconsistent 
with itself, which either makes Christ over gene¬ 
rous to cast away his bounty, or the Father over 
stinted to restrain his Spirit ? Hath not some part 
of the work of Christ been wrought to no effect ? 
or hath not a promise and hope been held out 
unto men, larger than the Father purposed to 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



I. CONCLUSION SIN OF-THE WORLD. (MO).clxix 

fulfil,?—Not so,. by ,aay means. The purpose, of 
the Father is the purpose of the Godhead: the 
work of Christ is the wilL of the Father, shewing 
forth , that purpose of the Godhead ; and so also is 
the work. of the Spirit. Though wrought iu dif¬ 
ferent persons, it is by the. same one absolute 
will, by the same one substance.of God wrought. 
To .explain this matter, 1 shall now address .my¬ 
self .in a few words. 

1. The purpose of God, in . creating man, 
was the manifestation and communication of 
hia own glory unto, the creatures which he had 
made; or which he was about to make;. and,to 
bring, the creature wholly to depend upon him, 
and to worship him. As he was to make it out of 
nothing, he would have it remember its nothing¬ 
ness in itself, and to. acknowledge the will, the 
absolute will, from which it derived its form and 
blessedness; to this single end of bringing the 
creature to apprehend the nothingness of its. sub* 
stance, and the absoluteness of its dependanpe 
upon the Divine will, which is the very truth. 
This, Isay, is the great object which God hath in 
view, and the great consummation unto which he 
will attain, by his dealings with the creatures. 
To this end, a fall was ordained, that the crea¬ 
tures might know their own insufficiency, their 
own emptiness. Then came the Law, which,as 
a schoolmaster did instruct the creature in ife 
sinfulness, did bring into vision, and openly shew,, 
bow far it came short of its own perfection. . The 
Law.added no iniquity to the creature; but it 
brought all its iniquity clearly to view. As there 
be certain chemical solutions, with which if you 
anoint the skins of ancient parchments whereon 
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no letter now appeareth, straightway the letters, 
and words, and sentences come up again from the 
erasure of time, and the oblivion of ages; even so 
the Law, operating upon the fleshly being of man, 
did bring to view volumes of sins which were not 
known to be there, and did load the conscience, 
with a weight of dead works, and shew in the 
heart an ever-open fountain of wickedness from 
which men needed to be purged by the blood of 
Christ, ere ever they could be in fit trim to sene 
the living God. By the Law, therefore, humanna- 
ture was shewn to be exceeding sinful. The hate¬ 
fulness of the creature in the sight of a holy God 
was established : the obstinacy of sin, its remedi¬ 
less poison in the flesh, the creature’s total help¬ 
lessness in itself, the Creator’s total alienation 
from God, were excellently displayed; but the 
Law was only an unfulfilled prophecy, a despised 
statute, an abortive thing, producing no life, but 
death, until Christ came. It was a definition of 
what man in the fallen state should be, and would 
be, yet which none of the myriads that had been 
was, until Christ came and perfectly fulfilled it. 
Christ therefore is the rebuke of men, Christ is 
the measure of human delinquency, Christ the 
holy One and the Just, sheweth the unholiness 
and unrighteousness of all besides himself.—Nov 
behold extremes meet. In him, in whom mercy 
and truth have met together, righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other, the Godhead, tak¬ 
ing experience of the fallen manhood by junc¬ 
tion and personal union therewith, doth, after see¬ 
ing, feeling, having its infirmities, freely, fully, for 
ever discharge them, cancel its sins, and bear 
away its transgressions. The Law therefore ends 
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in the removal of tow. The imputation of sins 
ends in. the forgiveness of sins; and unto the often* 
ture grace is preached, peace is preached, glad 
tidings of great joy are proclaimed, which 1 do 
now again proclaim unto every one who hears me, 
saying. Your sins are remitted, your peace ip 
made: believe, be ye saved. Go home, and tell 
it to your children; gather your kinsfolk, and tell 
it unto them: tell it in your villages and towns,; 
pass the seas, and tell it unto the nations. Let 
the wide world know it, and the races of men 
believe it, that their sins are forgiven, their 
peace made, God gracious, abundant in mercy 
and truth. 

This is the Gospel which hath now for eigh¬ 
teen hundred years, yea from the beginning, 
been proclaimed unto the earth. The creature 
hath known the grace of God to. it, whose power 
and severity it knew heretofore in the Law. 
And yet, behold, how fruitless and unefficacious 
it hath been! Who hath believed the report? 
Their sound hath gone into all, the earth, and 
their words unto the world's end; but unto whom 
have they been welcome, and by whom have they 
been prized ? All the Lord required of those that 
believe in the glad tidings was, that they should 
be baptized; and this not for the end of binding 
diem over to be his serfs, or bondsmen, but to 
bring them to be his sons. All he besought was, 
that they might receive his Son, laden with un¬ 
speakable gifts; and by their baptism signify the 
same, to the' end they might receive power from 
the Holy Ghost to become the sons of God. No 
bloody circumcision, no pains and penalties of the 
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only, must remain ignorant of Christ’s active 
ministry, in baptising with the Holy Ghost, and 
of the Holy Ghost’s active service in delivering 
the soul from the law of the flesh, and from the 
curse of the Moral Law. 

PART III. 

Having thus explained how, out of the union of 
the Godhead and fallen manhood, in the person of 
Christ, there cometh perfect and complete reconci¬ 
liation and atonement between God and the fallen 
creatures, I have now to shew how this is accompa¬ 
nied with the removal of the Law; not any parti¬ 
cular law, or part of the law, but law in general, as 
proceeding from the mouth of God unto his fallen 
creatures. The grace of God, the goodness of 
God, is, I may say, hindered from being known 
and communicated where the Law is present, 
which is the expression of God’s holy indignation 
against sin. The Law is the form of the enmity 
between God and the fallen creatures, which 
came not into existence from the beginning; for 
the promise was before the Law, in order that it 
might be seen, that grace, and not severity, was 
the end of the Fall. Therefore, God pronounced 
upon Eve and Adam, and the earth, certain judg¬ 
ments, under the hope of a redemption from them; 
which judgments still continued to afHict the con¬ 
dition of men. But as yet he gave not the Law; 
and long before he brought in that excessive 
bondage, he had given the covenant unto Noah, 
and the promise unto Abraham. And then, for 
greater manifestation, and for further punishment 
of sin, he imposed the Law, which came by 
Moses, and was removed by Christ. The Law, 
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thu e rf ore, is the greet sign, and; standing motto- 
teenttef God's unrecosuciled mmdi towards mem 
Most necessary (therefore. it is, that I should set 
forth, under this head of the 'atonement andrecon- 
ciliation, how we are delivered. Jrom law, -and 
placed under grace. In the coarse of which de¬ 
monstration, it will appear how fertile, how idle 
andprofitless, are the notions of those who will 
not receive the method of the Incarnation, by the 
pcssooal moon of the Dhrine nature and fallen hta- 
maorTurtnre; and new strength will be brought tb 
die orthodox doctrine which wei maintain. 

To open* this smhject fairly, it will be necessary 
4o .go baclc ahttla inthe history of Creation > and 
'Redemption^ of which I have demonstrated, in the 
ifbrmeordisoooifce, the great end to be the gieiyef 
;8od; And into that general subject I mean not to 
inquire further, but am willing to discourse some¬ 
what particularly concerning the scheme, as it hath 
relation, tmto the Law.—The very: end of the Fall 
was to put the proper difference between the Crea- 
tdr andtheoyeature; and to shew the cre&turethat 
thesaurcJaand thecootiauaoce of its beingwas from' 
God, . and not in any way from itself. If any due 
.ask> met And csuld pot this, without a fall, have* 
beet aceeaeplisbed ? I am ready to answer. As to 
that I.eanuetteU; but Ibelieve that this was the 
beat way efaeeamplishing it. The creature being 
put to odeace, and. its pretensions to power and 
beingyiu itself, entirely negatived by. sin and death,' 
.Godr proceeded by demonstrations of lps grace tb 
saakeknown, even from the beginning, bis own 
Son,incarnate in the creature, as the only object 
of its. hope for deliKerancey and the only sporceof 
its strength fpsenduaaace * nr, in one word, as the 
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life. Of this grace the promise, and the posses¬ 
sion also, was first given unto Abraham ; where¬ 
fore he is emphatically called by the Apostle, 
“ He that had received the promises.” Anterior 
to Abraham, the world was not without wit¬ 
nesses ; yet Abraham is called the Father of the 
Faithful, and from him the dispensation of righte¬ 
ousness imputed unto faith, is always in the holy 
Scriptures made to begin. Abraham is the head 
of the church, or election, and answereth in his 
circumcised person unto the baptized persons 
now in the world ; but before Abraham, the 
world, the whole race, had been brought under 
covenant in the person of Noah, whose preser¬ 
vation in the ark, with all his house, and with all 
the creatures of the. earth, is significant of that 
common preservation of mankind, and deliverance 
from the power and thraldrom of sin and Satan, 
which Christ purchased by his death, whereby he 
is said to be the Saviour of all men, and the pro¬ 
pitiation, not for our sins only, but for the sins of 
the whole world. And that sanctification of blood, 
which was part of the covenant with Noah, giving 
unto sacrifice its peculiar sanctity, doth point unto 
the blood of Christ, as the propitiation and pur¬ 
chase of man’s life, and the life of the world he 
dwelleth on, from the just and righteous indigna¬ 
tion of God ; so that, as in Abraham you have the 
election according to grace standing represented, 
so in Noah you have the redeemed race likewise 
standing represented; and therefore the present con¬ 
stitution of the world and the church, which hath 
obtained since the coming of Christ, had its exist¬ 
ence in promise and expectation, even from the de¬ 
luge; sacrifice being unto all men the proclamation 
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of>tho-One-Sacrifice, which taketh away the* sin of. 
the wofld} and circumcision, or the putting away 
the filth'of the flesh, being the proclamation unto 
the: church, of the work-of the Spirit to crucify 
the-fleah, with its corruptions and lusts. Here, ; 
then,: from'the deluge, we have the world under, 
a dispensation, of universal redemption, with a> 
church in it under the dispensation of particular. 
election: and the only difference between our 
condition -and theirs is this, that theirs was pro* 
spcetivet or prophetic;—ours partly retrospective, 
aadt partly-prophetic; they looking forward unto ; 
Him that was for to, come; we looking backward/ 
unto Him that is coma, and forward unto the same,. 
One that is to come. again. Thus, then, the world, 
stood,; under general and particular promise of; 
grace, until the time that the Law was given,, 
Now, he it observed, that the Law was not given,' 
unto, all the world, but only unto the church, the- 
circumcised church. It went not to the bounds of, 
the covenant of Noah, but was confined within the, 
limits,of thecovenant of Abraham : and why this, 
limitation? For many reasons, but chiefly for,, 
this, that,the Jew might have no reason to boast 
himself-over the Gentile, that they whp had. the, 
covenants of promise might also have the con¬ 
demnation of .the Law; that, their sins being made 
to-abound through the Law, they might be pre¬ 
served as much as possible from self-righteous* 
ness, and taught to prize the special and peculiar, 
grace which they had in the covenant of circum*. 
onion. And the world which was without law, 
was left , to the law written on their hearts, to the 
excusing, or the accusing of their own thoughts 
they.that are without Law being judged without 
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law. Hence it is, that the Apostle* in tbe 
Epistle to the Romans, being minded to prove all 
men under sin, and the whole world guilty be¬ 
fore God, doth make his case out against the 
world, in the first chapter, by shewing their sins 
against conscience, and against nature; but against 
the Jews, he maketh out his case, by shewing their 
sins against the Law. The Law is the voice of God, 
telling us of the evil. When man fell, he came to 
know both good and evil, whereas formerly he 
had known only good : this goodness, being all 
departed out of the physical world, had its visible 
object only in hope of seeing Christ; and being 
goodness unto the undeserving, it hath the name 
of grace. Unto the knowledge and desire of 
good in man, Christ therefore was addressed, and 
God in Christ. Unto the evil that is in man, the 
world which is seen was addressed ; and thus re¬ 
ligion came into controversy with worldliness, and 
the future into controversy with the present: the 
object of good being in the future, the object of 
evil being in the present visible world. Now, with 
which of these doth the Law rank ? Holdeth it of 
the conscience of good, or of the conscience of 
evil ? I say it holdeth of the conscience of evil. 
If the Gospel be the voice of God addressed unto 
the conscience of good, then, I say, the Law is 
the voice of God addressed unto the conscience of 
evil. And out of this opposition, between the 
Law and the Gospel, arose that heretical no¬ 
tion in the primitive church, that the Law was 
created by the evil principle, and the Gospel 
created by the good. The Law is by the Apostle 
absolutely called sin, even as Christ, when under 
the Law, is likewise called sin. And that the 
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Lawhatham* and aot righteousness, for ife object, 
>)« well declared inthatpassage, Rosat v.I3 ; : 
‘‘.Until the Law, sin was in the world‘s but sin is 
not imputed. where there is no law,” Add that 
it hath opt righteousness for its object* is declared 
tin that passage, “ If righteousness cetilddome by 
the? Law,’ then is Christ dead in rain.” The Lew* 
therefore, waa added, that the offence might 
abound, and that sin might be shewn 16 be ex- 
seeding-sinful. 1 

• • But before eatering< at large upbn this subject, 
■I -.:would bare it con fir med under sanction of the 
wntten word ; and to this end, I ask 'yon to turn 
with me to the seventh chapter of the Romans, 
from the beginning, "Know ye not/brethren (for 
I apeak to them that know the Law), hcrwtirat 
the Law hath dominion over a man as long as 
he liveth (or it ttveth) ? For a worn ah which 
hath an husband is bound by the law to ‘her bust 
band SO' long as he liveth; but if the husband 
be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 
So, then* if While her husband liveth she be'mar ~ 
tried to another man, she shall be called an adtxl- 
iresst but if her husband be dead, she is free 
from that law ; sothat she is no adultress, though 
she be married to another man. Wherefore, my 
brethren, ye also are become dead to the Law by 
tho body of Christ; that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, 
that ire should bring forth fruit unto God.” In 
these vetoes the church is set forth, as a wife who 
hath been twice married; in the first instance to 
the Law, in the second instance to Him ‘ that & 
raised from the dead; of whom the former husband 
mast'be dead before she can be wedded unto the 
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second. But seeing that we are wedded unto the 
risen Christ, the Apostle affirmeth, that either the 
Law is dead or the church an adultress. Now, 
how doth the Law become dead to us, and we 
dead to the Law ? Himself answereth the ques¬ 
tion,—By the body of Christ, which nailed the Law 
along with himself unto the cross, took it into the 
grave, and left it there, along with his body of 
sin and death, when he took his body of life and 
righteousness. And so, bridegroom-like, in beau¬ 
tiful garments he went forth from his chamber, 
like a strong man rejoicing to run his race of 
glory and of might. Unto him, then, not in hu¬ 
manity under the Law, but unto him in glory 
above all law. Lord of all, the church is now 
married, to the end that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God. Wedded unto this Husband, branches 
of this Vine, the church bringeth forth much fruit 
unto God, whereby the Father is glorified. But 
being wedded unto the Law, what is the fruit 
that she bringeth forth ? A fruit unto death, in 
direct contrast to the former. For is it not writ¬ 
ten in the next verse, “ When we were in the 
flesh, the motions of sin (or as it is in the margin, 
the passions of sin), which are by the Law, did 
work with energy in our members, unto the end 
of fruitbearing for death?” What a word is this 
to those who will live under the Law! It is here 
expressly declared, that the Law is the seed of 
sin, which doth quicken the substance of sin, 
already in our flesh, and make it bring forth fruit 
unto death ; not unto God, but unto death. Now, 
this is the reason for which I am setting my face 
stedfastly against the Law ; because it is the mas¬ 
culine parent of sin, and doth awaken and fructify 
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the passion fhr. sin< which is in; the fleth. U i» 
the life of the flesh, the joyoftheflesb; radwhere 
work* are preedited, the natural manisgl*d;H-*Ntw 
what saith the Apostle further ia this most wont 
derful aadcurious discourse; concerning the Law ? 
Verst 6: “ Now, however, are we delivered from 
the Law, that being dead whereas we were held $ 
that We should'serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in the oldness of the letteri” Can any thing be 
mete, explicit todeclare our deliverance from the 
Law, and the Law’s, deadness to us, and our dead*. 
ness unto it ? Can any. thing be> more joyful .unto 
the uncarnal and spiritual.man, than such a deJi-t 
verance from that which engeadereth in the . flesh 
only sin and death l “ We are delivered from the 
law, that being dead,” or, as it is in the'margin; 
“ being dhald to that wherein we were held.” And. 
what is the fruit of this deliverance ? Is it licence 1 
No; but. it is liberty. Is it adultery 1 No; bnt 
it is honourable and fruitful marriage. Subject 
tion unto the spiritual Parent of good in our spirit* 
and deliverance from the parent of sin in our-flesh. 
Yes; there is a service still: but it is service, not 
known until the Spiritwas given, or but . dimly 
known by those who being under the Law, yet 
forgatnot that they were under the promise,—ser¬ 
vice in newness of spirit, and notin oldness of the 
letter. The willing obedience of the law of liberty, 
“ written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
living God; not in tables of stone, but on thefleshly 
tables of the heart.” Hear the divine Apostle; 
still farther. Upon his favourite theme; hear the 
great law-breaker, the great law-destroyer, and 
magnifier of the grace of God, who boasteth that 
he had destroyed the Law, and looketh upon him-) 
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self as a most heinous transgressor, if he should lay 
a stone to rear it up again, saying. “ For if I build 
again the things which I destroyed, I make myself 
a transgressor.” (verse 7.) “ What shall we say 
then ? Is the law sin ? Be it not spoken, but sin 
I had not known except by means of the Law; for 
covetousness had I not seen, except the Law had 
said. Thou shalt not covet. Sin, however, taking 
occasion by the commandment, wrought in me 
all covetousness; for without the law, sin, were 
dead.” This is marvellous exceedingly. The Apostle 
acquits the Law of the sin, which he had asserted 
was bred between the Law and the flesh: he will 
not allow the Law to be sin in itself, though the oc¬ 
casion of sin in him, as it were awakening it from 
its dormancy;—yea, he saith, quickening it from 
its death; for without the Law sin was dead, even 
as unto a wicked lustful person the most virtu¬ 
ous object is the occasion of sin, without any 
sin in itself, but contrariwise haply the greatest 
aversion to it.—So the Apostle doth set forth the 
pure and holy law, the beautiful and perfect law, 
the chaste virtuous and severe law, as the occa¬ 
sion of all sin in the weak and sinful flesh of man. 
And as an instance of it, he quoteth the Christian 
commandment, which forbiddeth covetousness of 
every thing that is our neighbours; and he declares 
not merely, that he would not have known the 
sin of covetousness, but that he would not have 
seen it, had it not been for that commandment 
which said, Thou shalt not covet: but so soon as 
he knew that same commandment, sin in him 
stirred up all manner of covetousness and concu¬ 
piscence, spiteing as it were the commandment of 
God, shewing herself to be mistress of the flesh. 
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oad more poWerfohthaa tin commtmdasrnL As 
an usurper, Pharoah for example, rageth moie 
against his slaves,.'when the: idcaorhopeofliberty 
etirreth amongst them ; so sin, potent empress 
•f the flesh, khkUeth into rfury,. and violently 
rageth, and, worketh' all manner of contradiction 
Rad ooStravention of that holy law, which the 
flesh knoweth to.be good, butakilleth motto keep^ 
becaiiseiitisoeerruledibyaeother, ahdhy a.greater 
than itself. ■ Great odea! blessed God, and. likar 
wise' i favoured man, from whom, and .throngh 
whom, this) greatidea came 1i Let Ay soul . learn 
iaembraoeit, and to possess jit. Let me Jorget 
the law, , that 1 may remember nfy) JisenLonk 
fori Smoot be married untothemiboth. . lot me 
eease from the commandment, that I may oease 
foom.sin. < Let me dieiumto the Lana, that Imay 
livei unto Christ; far, a& saith the blessed Apoetle, 
** ■■1 through the law am dead to the law, that) 1 
mayiive onto iGodL” . Now, • brethren; tell ma^ 
whether yen think the language ofsoeb divines 
as Lathbr; the language of such preachers asmyw 
aelf be^ ODbe not, consentaneous with the lmint. 
gaage of the .blessed: Apostle. 

: Taking this text dor our war r ant , we would now 
sehouiselvesto discourse concerning the Law . and 
its‘removal; from the church >; for theLaiwisths 
form of the enmity which came by Moses,’ between 
the! holiness of God and the wickedness, of the 
fallen creature. 

There is in the Law such a purity and fitness 
fori producing human well-being; therbisao much 
good sense im>the Ten Gcanmandnserits, so mueh 
light feeling; .-so nmoh beauty of: virtue and r ighto - 
oUa judgment, that every good. and/wise. tman 
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seeketh earnestly and desireth fervently to put him¬ 
self under such a goodly system of morality, which 
is at once the perfection of moral philosophy, the 
code of justice, the guide of affection, the sum 
of religion, the bulwark of society, and the stay 
of life; insomuch, that I know not what preter¬ 
natural power is required to separate a man from 
this form of wisdom, which is all redolent with 
humanity, and with humanity’s noblest forms. 
The only thing capable of divorcing between the 
Moral Law and human nature is the inexorable 
holiness of God, which will not be satisfied with 
any thing short of its complete obedience. If the 
Law would relax a little to the infirmities of the 
flesh ; if it would be gentle, and tender, and gra¬ 
cious, and look not so much to our shortcomings 
as to our attainments; or if it would tarry a while 
and wait the gradual progress of virtue ; or if it 
would forget the past transgressions in our present 
endeavour to do our best; or if, moreover, it would 
quietly stand like a Grecian temple, or a Grecian 
statue, as the ideal, the beau ideal, of moral beauty 
and perfection, and suffer us poor sculptors to 
carry on the work of moulding ourselves the best 
we can after the model of its beauty, then indeed 
it might stand and receive the homage of all vir¬ 
tuous and well-disposed men. But it hath such 
a tongue of iron, and doth ring out again such 
thunders of revenge against every transgression, 
and every shortcoming it doth guage with such 
exact rule, and such a mighty omniscient eye doth 
watch sleepless over its virgin purity, that while, 
on the one hand, it doth solicit and attract with 
its perfect form, on the other it doth repel with 
its chill and icy coldness. God’s inexorable ho- 
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-JiMBfcyl istfcatwhich mafaetb thei verybeauty 

•of the Law, and its /perfection, to be most horrible 
•and moot revolting'unto the heart of a believe*. 
'Rut if: we could but persuade ourselves that God’s 
holiness would relent, and that be would: soften 
and. accommodate the Law to our> infirmities^ all 
anight yet be welt; and this truly is the hope and 
ibelief of all . those who ore making shift with the 
Lav ifor a rale of life* They do, in very deed, 
•believe that God is not so holy, but that he is 
•able to forgive a transgression of the Law, and to 
[Overlook our shortcomings from its obedienee. 
•And .this notion is so firmly rooted in men’s minds, 
that, nothing bet a great demonstration to 'the 
contrary could overcome it. Men have no right 
/estkdate of the evil of sin, of the holiness of God, 
of the infexorableness of the Law; and before yon 
can wean human, nature from the: contemplation 
of .its own perfection, and perfectibility, in the 
Law, ydu must have:to offer unto them some in¬ 
dubitable demonstration and stupendous mono* 
meut ofithe unalterable holiness of God,- the inre* 
ducible demands of the Law, and the hideous na¬ 
ture of sin. If such a demonstration and mono* 
tnent of a lasting kind can be'given, and esta¬ 
blished in some grand and conspicuous way, it 
may be possible; but otherwise it never will be 
possible to divorce human nature from the high* 
minded affections which it* beareth td the goodt 
and just, and honourable Law, and the easy hope 
with which it flattareth its good nature, that God 
will never require of bis poor creatures more thau 
they are able in this state of sin and infirmity ito 
perform, especially when;he behotdeth :in them A 
devout aspiration after tbeperfect and blameless 
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righteousness of the Law, together with a continual 
sorrow and repentance because of our many short¬ 
comings and positive offences. But if, I say, it 
can be made to appear, beyond doubt and ques¬ 
tion, that he that offendeth in one point of the 
Law is guilty of all; that heaven and earth may 
pass away, but one jot or one title shall not pas6 
from the Law till all be fulfilled; and that God 
cannot forgive a transgression, the slightest as 
the heaviest, without a recompence of an infinite 
price; and that as one transgression brought the 
world and all its inhabitants into this misery and 
death, out of life and blessedness, so any one 
transgression will condemn the soul into the lowest 
hell for ever ; and that this is God's unalterable, 
unchangable being and attribute;—if this, I say, 
can be made clearly apparent, and undoubtedly 
true and unchangeable for ever, then men may be 
brought to see the Law in another light, and to 
abhor it as a living man abhorreth the dagger of 
the assassin, or the axe of the executioner, nr the 
grim face of death, or the corruption of the grave, 
or the pit of hell. Now, I ask, where, by what, 
hath God made this eternal demonstration of sin’s 
horrid guilt, and his own inexpressible abhorrence 
of the sinner ? I answer. By sending his Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh; by making the Word 
flesh; by making him consubstantial with the 
sinner, and shewing how under this form God 
hid his face from his own Son, and bruised 
him, and put him to grief, and called for his 
sword to slay him, and covered him with the 
pall of death, and brought him into the humi¬ 
liation of the grave;—all this, though he was with¬ 
out sin, and saw not corruption, merely because 
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BY REMOVAL OF tfHE LAW. 

bo had become consubstantial with the sinful crea¬ 
tures. Thus, and no otherwise, was that great 
demonstration made. And I stand in my place,' 
as a preacher of truth, and say, that there is no 
demonstration of ail this, if Christ did not become 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; if he 
were in any other state than the fallen humanity; 
if he were in the likeness of sinless flesh, and 
not in the. likeness of sinful flesh. 

* ' Let us for a moment suppose that Christ came 
fti an immortal and incorruptible body; that is to 
toy, in the nature of man before he fell; I have 
then to ask, in addition to all that hath been 
said above, what demonstration would be given 
of God’s holy indignation against a fallen sinful 
oreature, if so be that Christ was in the im¬ 
mortal and incorruptible state of manhood? A 
demonstration indeed is given of God’s wrath 
against dn unfallen creature, bearing a fallen 
Creature's sin; but we want the demonstration of 
God’s wrath upon a fallen creature himself. We 
are not unfallen creatures, bearing another’s sin; 
but We are fallen creatures, bearing our own. And 
the thing to be demonstrated unto us is, that God 
will take vengeance upon our iniquities, without 
making any, the least, abatement for our fallen 
stslte. This is the very shelter which human na¬ 
ture constructs for herself; and out of this shelter, 
she must be driven before she will forsake self- 
righteousness and self-confidence. For hear what 
the natural man saith, * Will God require of me, 
born in sin and infirmity, and dwelling in this 
sinful world, perfection; and say you that he will 
visit my slightest transgression with eternal death? * 

M i 
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The tiling- which we want is to be able to say to 
the natural man, 4 Yea, verily, thine every sin 
eternally separates between thee and God, and 
eternally doometh thee unto wrath.’ Now this 
answer cannot be given, if Christ had not a fallen 
humanity; verily our humanity, verily the na¬ 
tural man ; for an unfallen humanity, or a redeem¬ 
ed humanity, is not the thing in question. 4 True/ 
the natural man saith, ‘ an unfallen man may be, 
ought to be perfect, but there is the widest dif¬ 
ference between an unfallen and a fallen man. And 
by loading an unfallen man with ever so much sin 
of another, you do not make him a fallen man ; 
and that he should bear it, and that he should 
keep the law without offence, is no proof to me, 
that I shall be called to keep the same law, with 
the same strictness, or that I shall be visited so 
fearfully for every transgression of the same. Be¬ 
sides, we want no demonstration of what God re¬ 
quires of unfallen manhood, or what visitation its 
sins are to be visited withal, for we have it already 
in Adam. We are the monuments thereof; the 
world is the monument thereof; but is there to be 
no allowance for the wide difference between our 
state and Adam’s? Are you to expect from a 
miserable sinner, the same straitness and com¬ 
pleteness of holiness, as from a being whom God 
created good, and constituted lord of the lower 
earth ?’ These are the questions to be resolved, as 
I have said above, before you can drive men from 
trusting in the Law, and in their own keeping of 
the Law; and these are questions which can be 
resolved only by a demonstration made in our 
fallen manhood. They understand nothing at all 
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of this problem to be resolved, who say that it 
oould be resolved in the unfallen manhood, or in 
the angelic or in the archangelic form of being. 

. Furthermore, 1 confess myself unable to perceive 
how it is possible for suffering to reach an unfallen 
creature without subverting the fundamental prin¬ 
ciples of the Divine purpose and administration. 
I do not mean the principle how the eternal 
Son should consent and condescend to the suffer¬ 
ing and humiliation; for this, indeed, he doth in 
the. plenitude of his own Divine freedom; but 
the difficulty, and impossibility as I think, is, 
how the suffering should reach him otherwise 
than by a fallen body. This is the very end of 
the Fall, that Christ might come at suffering. The 
Godhead cannot suffer, because it cannot change.. 
Those sufferings which Christ underwent reached 
him through his creature-part. Now, if that 
creature-part of Christ was in the unfallen state, 
how should it suffer ? If the unfallen creature can 
suffer, then is there no difference between the un¬ 
fallen and the fallen; for suffering and death are 
the signs and the wages of the Fall. The answer 
which they make to this question is. He suffered 
for the sins of others. That I say also, because 
he had no sin of his own wherefore to suffer. On 
this we are agreed ; but my question is. How can 
suffering for another reach an unfallen creature ? 
I know of no way by which suffering can reach 
an unfallen creature, but by the way in which it 
reached Adam—namely, by his committing sin; 
and if it be said, that without committing sin, 
suffering can reach an unfallen creature, then the 
<haly difference between the unfallen and fallen is 
taken away, and the very nature of sin, as an apt 
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of the will, is abrogated. But that suffering can 
come to a fallen creature, without any sinful act 
of his own, is manifest in every child that is born; 
and that death can come to a fallen creature, 
without any sinful act of its own, is manifest in 
every child that dies. And, therefore, there is no 
difficulty whatever in believing that, without 
any siuful act of the will, Christ in a fallen 
nature should both suffer and die, because this 
very thing is the universal experience of every 
fallen creature. But there is not such a thing in 
the records of being, as that an unfallen creature 
should suffer. The will must fall first by sinning, 
before suffering can be felt. But that, in the 
fallen state, the just should suffer for the un¬ 
just, and the innocent for the guilty, is the great 
truth experienced of all; seeing God visits the 
sin of the fathers, and the sin of Adam especially, 
upon those who have as yet no power of will 
whereby to commit a sin; so that 1 may truly 
say the whole history and constitution of man's 
estate, under the Fall, is to the very end of schooling 
us into the method of the Incarnation, of teaching 
us how, without evil actings of the will, suffering 
and death may be experienced by a creature in 
the fallen state. If Christ therefore took our 
fallen nature ; if the eternal Godhead, being pur¬ 
posed to extirpate sin and death from flesh for 
ever, and to bear up through his Almighty and 
Divine strength, the lapsed creation ; it is easy 
to perceive how, by taking part of flesh and 
blood with the fallen children, he might do so: 
but if, by taking an unfallen nature, he could do 
so, then have I no demonstration whatever that I 
nyself am fallen. For what proveth me to be fallen? 
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•offering and death. If it be added, Positive trans¬ 
gression of my will? I answer, No; that should not 
enter into the definition of a fallen creature; be¬ 
cause it applieth not to all fallen creatures, nor 
sndeed to any fallen creature in all its being. 
Children* and all men while children, are inca- 
ipafele of acting good or evil by the will, and yet 
^tbey are fallen. And how know we them to be 
-fallen? because they suffer and die. But if an 
'unfallen creature can likewise suffer and die, 
then; the only definition, and the only proof, of a 
fallen creature is taken away; and if this be taken 
.away, thdn redemption; is likewise taken away. 
Now, it only makes this conclusion stronger, if 
they say that the difference between an unfallen 
’creature suffering and a fallen creature suffering is, 
that the one suffereth by imputation and the other 
suffereth not by imputation but for his own sin. 
Then I say, that by this definition ohildren are 
anfsllea; for they suffer not for any sin of their 
own; but by imputation of the sin of their fathers, 
and most especially die sin of Adam. Here, then, 
is another great foundation subverted—to wit, the 
difference between the unfallen * and fallen crea¬ 
tures ; and Sooinianism marches strait in at the 
breach, which says that we are just in as good 
and perfect a state as Adam, and as able to keep 
the law as he wus; and then where is the redemp- 
! «ion, when there is no fall ? It is completely 
^avoided;-and made of no effect. 

Oh, it retieveth my heart, in the midst of these 
painful'studies, and deep meditations to find that I 
am fighting the battlewhichthe Apostle John began, 

! and which the holy Fathers of the church, for seven 
centuries, ceased not to wage. This heresy of the 
immortal incorruptible body of Christ, of his su- 
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pernatural humanity, was broached by Cerdon the 
disciple of that Simon Magus who is mentioned in 
the Acts: from him it passed to Marcion, and Va¬ 
lentine, and Manes, all great heresiarchs: in Eu- 
tyches it took a more generic form, which was 
condemned in the fourth general council at Chal- 
cedon. It revived in the Emperor Justinian, who 
held that Jesus Christ had not a corruptible body, 
but was resisted by the Patriarch of Constanti¬ 
nople, and the Patriarch of Antioch, and all the 
orthodox church, who said, “ It cannot be called 
incorruptible in any other sense than as it was 
always unpolluted with any defilement, and was 
not corrupted in the grave.” It revived again 
under the new name of the Monotholites, con¬ 
cerning whom it is written in a former head of 
this discourse; and after surviving for nearly a 
century, it was condemned again, in a general 
council, the third at Constantinople, held in the 
year 680. And now, again, behold it is upon the 
field; and here I am, a poor despised minister, 
contending, day by day, for the faith for which 
holy Martyrs and Apostles contended ; of whom it 
is reported that one, even Polycarp the disciple 
of John, when he met one of these heresiarchs— 
I think Marcion—on the streets of Rome, and 
being asked of him, “ Knowest thou me ?” the 
Martyr answered, “ Yes ; I know thee to be the 
eldest born of the devil.” 

Now, abandon these heresies, and look at the 
demonstration as it is in truth, and you will see 
how grand it is. The eternal Divinity of the Son, 
who inhabited the fulness and the dearness of the 
Father’s bosom, to the end of shewing how holy, 
and good, and gracious his Father is, and knowing 
well the Divine hatred against sin, as being him- 
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self Divine, and the eternal contradiction between 
God and the sinful creature, as being himself 
God, doth nevertheless take up into his person 
human nature in its fallen state, and is as truly a 
fallen man, as he is truly God; and thus the eternal 
and absolute One enforceth the recreant and rebel 
nature of man to keep the holy law of God: and 
the Father, though loving him beyond love’s utter¬ 
ance, in the infinite degree, as being of one sub¬ 
stance, doth not the less exact from him the ut¬ 
most measure of a sufferer’s sufferings unto death 
itself; a death of disgrace, of agony, and of tor¬ 
ture. He had no exemption because he was God, 
but suffered because he had taken part with the 
brethren of the suffering and doomed thing. If 
God would ever have relaxed, for any sake, the 
extreme rigour of the Law, and the imperious 
curse of death, would he not have relaxed now, 
when the sufferer was his own Son, holding, by 
his Divine nature, indissoluble communion with 
himself? That person, who suffered in his human 
nature, did by his Divine nature maintain all the 
while perfect unity with the Father. There was be¬ 
tween them perfect oneness of substance; and' yet 
the person of the Son suffered as a man suffereth, 
was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
He who made the law, he whose absolute will is 
the parent of all laws, did come under the law, in 
all respects, and did keep it in all points.—After 
this, can any one doubt that God will exact, 
to the uttermost jot of that law, from every 
fallen creature ? Why should he spare another 
who spared not his own Son, his only begotten 
and well-beloved Son? Beyond this, methinks, 
demonstration of holiness cannot go. Oh what 
an awful spectacle unto creation for ever, to see 
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such love as the Father had unto his Son post" 
poned unto holiness, set aside for the manifesta¬ 
tion of justice, suspended for the honour of a 
broken law!—What a word then is Law! the pillar 
of ages, the stability of worlds, the very word of 
God! and who, understanding this, will dream of 
the frangibility, or the changeableness of law ? It 
may not be any longer thought or spoken, that 
the adamantine law will divide into parts: it 
dieth by the loss of the least jot; it cannot die 
while God who spake it endureth. Inflexible law, 
inexorable law, thou art honoured indeed; very 
venerable art thou become. Woe, woe to him 
that toucheth the hem of thy skirt, or meditateth 
the infringement of thy integrity. I cannot ex¬ 
press, and never shall be able to express, the 
sanction which Christ hath given to the Law. 
Truly he hath made it honourable. Behold also, 
what demonstration there is of the sinfulness of 
sin. That sin should poison life’s fountain, in a 
creature created so noble as Adam; that sin 
should poison the streams of life in all their 
branches ; that one sin should engender from its 
venomous drop enough of suffering to steep a 
world in misery, is indeed an awful truth;—but 
that sin should be able to struggle with Godhead 
itself, that a fragment of the perilous stuff, being 
assumed into the personality of the Son, should 
weigh down the Almighty One, from his delecta¬ 
tion in the bosom of the Father, and make him 
say, “ Why hast thou forsaken me!” That a 
fragment of the perilous stuff being taken into 
the person of the living One, Life of life, should 
agonize him with hunger and with thirst, and 
oppress him with weariness, and tempt him 
with the round world’s idle state; should make 
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the Divine person groan, and weep; and : sweat great 
drops of blood, and be passive to all suffering 
which flesh is heir to; this is the mightiest de¬ 
monstration of sin’s iron gripe and deadly lohd, 
proving it to be all but the mightiest power in' 
being. ' 

1 This, according to the view I have given of it, 
is not; as it were, the accumulation of the Sms 
of all the elect; but the simple, single, common 
power of sm diffused throughout, and present* 
in, the substance of flesh of fallen human nature. 
Sach power hath sin in my flesh, in the flesh of 
every one who heareth me.—They greatly err 
who make this humiliation of the Son’s person to 
arise from many thousand measures of sin, as it 
were, poured into the cup of one man. No, verily i 
that which a fallen human nature in Christ pre¬ 
vailed to do against a Divine nature, it prevail¬ 
ed to do in me, and in every single manand no 
power whatsoever, but the Divine power which 
prevailed over it in Christ, can prevail over it in 
me. This scheme of supposing Christ to have 
been laden, as it were, with a body that had the 
sins of many bodies imputed to it, doth take him 
out of our sphere again, and destroy the applica¬ 
tion unto us, of those things shewed forth in him; 
for the sinner might turn upon us, and say, That 
example of the sinfulness of sin, which you educed 
from Christ, is not applicable to me, who have 
but my own sin to bear.—Do I speak herein 
against imputation of our sms ? God forbid. I be¬ 
lieve that He bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree; and this is a point which I have sufficiently 
handled in my first discourse. It was all out 
sin, and none of it his: —it wad the sin Of flesh 
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in general, in common, which he freely undertook 
to extirpate. But what is sin ? Reflect what sin 
is. It is not a thing, nor a creature, but it is the 
state of a creature,—the second state of a crea¬ 
ture, in which it is not subject to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be. Sin, therefore, is 
common to us all: it is the creature man working 
against the Creator God. And the Creator God, 
to shew that he neither had been nor would be 
baffled by his own creature, took it up into himself, 
and, having sanctified it, brought it through the 
passage of death without seeing corruption, to see 
immortality and unchangeableness. And the mea¬ 
sure of the potency of sin, and of its evil in one man, 
in any man, in all men, in the region of humanity, 
is the degree unto which it humbled and reduced 
one of the persons of the eternal Godhead. I wonder 
what men mean who will not look at this, and be 
astonied: it passeth comprehension, it passeth 
utterance. Holy men are lost in the adoration of 
it; angels desire to look into it; sinners are saved by 
it; and none but infidels and heretics withstand it. 

It is very painful indeed to me, but nothing 
new, as you can testify, to witness the obstinacy 
and perverseness with which men contend against 
this truth, that Christ came in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, to condemn sin in the flesh. What 
mean they by their ignorant gainsaying? Is it not 
the thing which is to be done in you and me, 
sooner or later, by God, thatwe should be sancti¬ 
fied and redeemed, this very flesh of ours, by the 
indwelling and empowering of the Holy Ghost ? 
If there be something so shocking in the Holy 
Ghost’s abiding in sinful flesh, let those that think 
it so shocking do without it, if they can, and go 
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down into the pit for ever. Whether is it more 
honourable unto God, that he should recover his 
creature, or lose his creature ? And if sinful flesh 
is the thing to be sanctified and possessed of the 
Godhead, shall not Christ in this also have thfe 
^re-eminence ? or shall it be done in us, without 
being first done in him ? But whence this abhor¬ 
rence ? Is it dishonourable to vanquish sin ? Doth 
the man become a serpent who graspeth the Ser¬ 
pent in his gripe, and crusheth him ? Do I be¬ 
come a devil, by wrestling with the devil and 
overcoming him? And doth Christ become sinful^ 
by coming into flesh like this of mine, extirpating 
its sin, arresting its corruption, and attaining for 
it honour and glory for ever ? Idle talk l They 
know not whether they drive. They are making 
void the humanity of Christ, and destroying his 
mediation, as virtually as if they denied his Di¬ 
vinity. A mediator is not of one : how truly he is 
consubstantial with God, so truly is he consub- 
stantial with me, or he cannot be mediator be¬ 
tween me and God. The Days-man must be able 
to lay his hand upon us both. 

These demonstrations of the unalterable holi¬ 
ness of God, of the inflexible rigour of the Law, and 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, which are no de¬ 
monstrations at all unto us availing, unless Christ 
be come in ourjust and exact nature, are, so far as 
they bear upon us, profitable in the highest degree 
by destroying all hope of salvation through the re- 
lentings of God, through the yielding of the Law, 
through our obedience of the Law, or any other 
method which buildeth upon God’s facility of dis¬ 
position, or our own self-righteousness. For if 
God would not relent in behalf of God, but 
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obliged his own Son, when made flesh, to bear the 
rigours of the Law, then how should he relent 
towards another ? And if it required the inform- 
ing Godhead of the Son, and the sustaining God¬ 
head of the Spirit, to enable the man Jesus 
Christ perfectly to keep the Law, how should 
any mere man expect to keep it ? And if no one 
may expect to keep it, how should any one expect 
to be saved by it ? Whosoever, therefore, rightly 
apprehendeth the incarnation of the Word, doth 
dread the Law, with revoltings of soul, and cry 
out. Oh, thou inexorable Law! how shall I escape 
thy most certain sentence? Oh, thou most holy 
God ! how shall I find acquittal from thine offended 
law? If thou art strict to mark iniquity, as it 
appeareth by thy Son’s experience in the flesh, 
then how shall I answer for one of ten thousand 
of my transgressions ? I am a lost man—a man 
lost and undone, unless that awful law be taken 
out of the way for ever. If it stand, 1 fall; for I 
I am sold under sin. Oh, wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? Such is the agony of a man who is en¬ 
lightened by Christ, in God’s character as a sove¬ 
reign Lord. He is at his wit’s end: yea, it would 
drive a man out of his wits, as at times it threat¬ 
ened to do for poor Luther, whose ideas of God the 
Lawgiver became at times so insufferable to him¬ 
self, that he would run howling from the hideous 
thought, and seek to hide himself from the fear of 
God. Paul, in like manner, in the seventh chap¬ 
ter of the Romans, seemeth to have been all but 
undone, by his reflections upon the holiness of 
God the Lawgiver. And I would that every 
one who heareth me, and I myself, were in like 
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wise amazed and astonished. There Would then 
be no need:of argument to drive men' from the 
Law: they would avoid .it as they do consuming 
fire. There would be no need of arguments toper* 
suade men to take refuge in grace : they would 
snatch at it, and fasten such hold upon.it, as the 
drowning nan doth upon the life-boat which hath 
arrived just in time to save him from the yawning 
waves. Then , would the .world know what that 
word meanethi “ TheLaw earner by Moses, but 
grace: and truth came by Jesus Chrisb” 

, What then is to become of that inexorable Laiw ? 
and'what is to become of us, whom it daroneth 
to die lowest hell ? Christ, for his part, bath 
kept, the Law, and made it honourable ; but wa in 
weak flesh, iwhat can we do to keep it 1 Nothing 
whatsoever. We do but mangle it; we do hot 
dishonour it; we do but enrage it, and deceive ouiv 
selves. Will it not call out against us then 1 Yea, 
and it doth. And what then is to be done? We 
must die, and see corruption. Our natural man 
must die, and the Law will be satisfied; for the 
Law hath claims upon the natural man alone. If 
my concupiscence.die, if my covetousness die, if 
my destructiveness die, what more would the 
Law? In one word, if.my flesh be crucified, 
what more. would the Law ? Now this is what 
taketh place m every one that believeth in Christ, 
according to the principle of imputation laid 
down above ; that, as by Adam came the weak¬ 
ness of the flesh, so by Christ came deliveo- 
anCe from its weakness: or rather,: in Christ’s 
death all flesh died, and the Law was satisfied. 
The Law bore its spite against sin inflesh: Christ 
condemned sin in fledi: die Law could nekdciit. 


Digitized by 



cxlvi(l40) THE METHOD. 

Christ did it for the Law ; or rather he did it for 
the Lawgiver, even his Father, of whose holiness, 
the Law is the bearing and the pressure upon sin¬ 
ful flesh. As the sin of Adam did not need to be 
done over again in every person of Adam’s kind, 
but by the principle of imputation death passed 
upon all men, and the Law appeared in due time 
to shew the abundance of the transgression; so 
neither doth the work of righteousness, under 
the Law, need to be done over again : but, being 
once done in Christ, is for ever done ; and the 
Law being satisfied with Christ, giveth itself up 
to Christ, and saith, Thou, O man, art worthy to 
have, to hold, to exercise me, thou great Lord of 
law ! And Christ having become sole proprietor 
of the Law, doth say, in his own right. Stand 
aside, thou grace-eclipsing Law: thou hast had thy 
time; and a better time awaiteth thee yet, when 
my throne of righteousness shall be established; 
but for the present, be thou content to take thy¬ 
self out of the way, that the grace of my Father, 
through me, may shine forth unto the ends of 
the earth. And now, ye swift messengers, ye 
gentle ministers of grace, go forth and preach the 
good tidings of great joy unto all men; preach 
the Gospel of salvation unto every creature under 
heaven. This message hath been proclaimed unto 
the earth since the resurrection ; that men are no 
longer under the Law, that God is gracious, that 
their sins are forgiven, and that God is love. This 
is the grace, this is the peace, which unto men, 
unto all men, is proclaimed ; and the world is under 
the Law no longer, but under grace. And thus, 
by one man the Law hath been satisfied, and by 
one man the grace of God hath been revealed from 
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behind the eclipse which the Law had brought 
upon it. For it was but an eclipse, because' the 
promise was before the Law, and the Law which 
came four hundred and thirty years after, could 
not make the promise of none effect. 

The promise was of grace, and not of merit; of 
faith, and not of works. Abraham believed, and 
it was counted unto him for righteousness. Abra¬ 
ham lived under a dispensation under which sin 
was not' imputed. “ For,” saith the Apostle, 
“sin is not impated, where there is no law; 4 ’ 
and he quoteth, as applicable to that period, 
these woids of the Psalmist,—“ Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered: blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
impoteth not iniquity.” If, then, Abraham and 
his seed until' the Law came were free from the 
imputation of sin, by virtue of the promise of 
Christ, surely much more are we free who live 
under the GoBpel of Christ. I say, much more, not 
in respect of the degree of freedom, but in respect 
of the clearness with which it is revealed. For, 
in respect to the substance of the thing, that we 
have the same with Abraham, he the same with 
us, is clear, not only from the general reasonings 
of Paul, in the Romans and in the Galatians, but 
by two express declarations of the New Testa¬ 
ment to that effect. The first in the prophecy 
of Zacharias, at the circumcision of his son the 
Baptist, wherein, speaking of Jesus (Luke i. 72), 
he states, as the end of his mission, “ to perform 
the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remem¬ 
ber his holy covenant, the oath which he sware to 
our father Abraham.” Now that which is remem¬ 
bered -hath had a previous existence; and that 
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which is performed under a covenant hath been 
previously promised, in the giving of the covenant 
of promise. The other passage is still more ex¬ 
plicit (Gal. i. 13): “ Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us; for it is written. Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree ; that the blessing of Abraham 
might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.” And thus we conclude, that from 
Abraham until now, the dispensation of grace 
and imputed righteousness, the dispensation which 
hath no law and imputeth no sin, hath been in 
the world ; that when given unto Abraham, it was 
given unto him, for all nations ; according as it is 
written in the same Epistle to the Galatians 
(iii. 7), “ The Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the nations through faith, preached before 
the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.” The Law did not annul 
that dispensation of grace, but was a safeguard 
unto it; to preserve the hope, and to define the 
object of it, and to drive men from self-righteous¬ 
ness into the arms of merciful grace : unto which 
end the Lawserveth still, as we have shewn above, 
or else it will drive men into destruction, and leave 
them under despair. In this sense, indeed, Christ 
hath the whips and scourges of the Law, and shall 
use them too, against the day of judgment, which 
is the Law's triumphal and eternal glory. But as 
to Moses, he is defunct; and let him rest in his 
grave. The Son of Man is Lord also of the Law, 
which is with him in better keeping than ever it 
was with Moses; for he shall make it triumphant 
in the age to come, when Moses on the one hand. 
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and' Elias on 'the bther, Shall bear up the glory 
of the transfigured world. But, meanwhile, the 
Law being lifted up from present time, and trans¬ 
ported unto another age, we have now the Gospel 
of the grace of God proclaimed by the church 
unto the wide world. The world is under grace, 
and is no longer under law. For, as old Luther hath 
bravely spoken it, “ wherefore if sin afflict thee, 
and death terrify thee, think that it is, as indeed 
it is, but an imagination, and a false illusion of 
Usa devil ; .fer in very deed, there is now no sin; 
no curse, no death, no devil, to hurt us any 
mors, fer Christ vanquished and abolished all 
these things.” 

I ■ said above, that the Law is fraught with so 
much wisdom and righteousness, as to become 
an object of adoration to the good feeling of the 
natural man. But when it thus bristleth with 
threateniags and terrors against infirm humanity, 
and will not intermarry with grace or mercy, it 
doth alienate the affections of the natural man, 
and beeome to him the occasion of fear and dread. 
Being taken out of the way therefore as an offence, 
a deadly offence, to humanity’s infirm condition, 
the question ariseth, And what now is these 
left fer man to pay his reverence and worship 
unto ? Taking away this fine ideal of every thing 
righteous, good, and perfect, what have you to 
pat in its stood? Man cannot be without a model 
according to which to shape himself, mid in which 
to behold that excellence to which he would 
attain, and do homage. Brethren, this is a ques¬ 
tion into the resolution of which 1 shall enter a 
little; and, at one and the same time, spite those 
adorers of Moses, and confound. those idle and 
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wicked dreamers about Christ’s immortal body, 
while I instruct you more perfectly in the method 
of this great salvation. 

The object, then, which now standeth unto our 
admiration and homage, instead of the Law, is 
the person of Christ; who, while he is holy as 
the Law, is tender and pitiful as a brother, and 
endued with the almightiness of God ; who is so 
far from irritating the weakness and overwhelming 
the remorse and compunction of sinful flesh, so far 
from threatening its every backsliding and trans¬ 
gression with death, that he hath himself become 
touched with the fellow-feeling of our infirmities, 
being in all points tempted like as we are, hath 
carried our diseases, and borne our sicknesses, 
and is the grace of that God of whom the Law is 
the holiness. The person of Christ Jesus, there¬ 
fore, by right taketh, as by nature he attracteth, the 
admiration, affection, and homage of sinful flesh. 
He taketh us by right of being the living Law, 
holy as it is, pei’fect as it is, admirable as it is. He 
attracteth us by being a person, a living, moving, 
breathing person ; bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh. He hath purchased us, moreover, by 
redeeming us from the curse of the Law, and 
pouring into the wounded conscience the oil of 
joy; and finally, he demandeth us as very God, 
as the very grace of God, who in himself coo- 
centrateth all grace, and unto whom God giveth 
the singular and sole glory of his grace. Com* 
pared with this person, thus accomplished, with 
God’s grace aud man’s infirmity, thus recom¬ 
mended by the achievement of holiness, in union 
with most perfect grace and compassion, object 
of fearless love, object of doubtless trust; who 
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that batk ’a heart to feel, or a aaind to understand, 
will ever speak again in praise, will ever revert 
again in confidence, to that awful iron-hearted 
Law, which neither knows pity far the fallen, nor 
shews Companion for the penitent ? Yet true it is, 
and Of verity, that, like the Galatians of old, we 
who hate received the Spirit, by the hearing of 
faith, Would go baek to be perfected by the Law. 
We would believe in Christ, we would possess 
the Spirit, and, so qualified, pay oar homage to 
the Law, which maheth void the work of Christ, 
and prdveth ;that we have never knbwn the Spirit. 
Perverseness this, debasement this, which the 
church would not have come to, had she, unto 
her faith of the Lord’s. atonement, added, the 
lively faith of his true sympathising humanity, of 
his merciful and faithful high priesthood m the 
heavens: and from which base pandering to the 
Law, and preferring of Moses above Christ, no¬ 
thing will ever deliver the church, but the revival 
and frequent reiteration of that great truth, which 
Satanic attempting to bring into question,—that 
Christ was: in very deed consubstandal with the 
fallen creature, and hath taken up with him into 
the heavens, the ever-present consciousness and 
sympathy of the conditions and trials of his mem¬ 
bers upon the earth. The church bath been so 
spoiled in its tenderer and nobler parts, by the 
continual and exclusive doctrine of debt and 
payment, of barter and exchange; of suffer¬ 
ing for suffering, of' clearing the account and 
setting things strait with God; that she hath lost 
the relish for discourse of the brotherly covenant, 
of the spousal relation, of the oonsubstantial 
union betwixt her > and the Lord Jesus. She 
[k] k 2 
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hath lost relish for high discourse concerning 
the mystery of his person, as God-man; the 
beauty, the grace, the excellency of that consti¬ 
tution of being which he possessed. Strong as the 
strongest, even of Almighty strength; weak as the 
weakest,—of all infirmities conscious; holy as the 
holiest, the only holy thing, yet consubstantial 
with the sinful creatures, sinful in his substance 
as they, tempted as they, liable to fall as they. 
The church likewise, by this profit-and-loss theo¬ 
logy, by this divinity of the exchange, hath come 
to lose the relish of that most noble discourse, 
which treateth of the grandeur and the glory 
of the risen Christ wielding the sceptre of the 
heavens, yet, from his peerless height of place, 
consenting to cast his eye perpetually upon the 
poorest, the meanest, the most deeply tried and 
overwhelmed of all his people. 

And now that the Lord has stirred upmy mind, and 
the minds of some others of his servants, to awaken 
and arouse the church to thoughts, to loves, to 
hopes of a higher mood, the servants of the wicked 
one would come in, and fix her for ever at the level 
of these low waters, by daring to assert that Jesus 
our Lord had no such sympathies with the fallen 
creatures, and that the church may not aspire to 
such close, spousal, sisterly thoughts of him. For 
if, as they dream, and dare to put forth, Christ was 
other than a fallen man, and never knew the fellow¬ 
ship of our temptations, from the flesh, from the 
world, from Satan, how can human nature, in its 
fallen state, go out with confidence and affection, 
and without fear, to repose herself upon his inter¬ 
cession and mediation ? You say he hath borne 
her sin, and therefore made her unspeakably his 
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debtor: you say, our sins were imputed to him, 
and he bore them; he pitied us so much as to bear 
them; and therefore we ought to have confidence 
in him. Nay, but, thou half reasoner, art thou 
iso ignorant of human nature as not to know 
that the debt of obligation is not favourable to the 
1 growth of love? It is love which begetteth love, and 
love annihilates all distance by condescension, 
and love raiseth through all distance the poor one 
Who hath thus been condescended to in love. 
Knowest thou not, O man, that a king, who keeps 
his state and distance as a king, yet by his al¬ 
moner sendeth gifts to the most distressed and 
needy of his people, doth not expect that they 
' should thereupon cast themselves into his bosom, 
or take liberties with his royal state ? They are 
' beholden to him, and they shew it in the reverent 
distance and lowly humility which they bear be- 
: fbre him. And if, as thou sayest, the Son of God, 
m doing us this bounty, did yet keep the distance 
and the dignity of an unfallen creature, avoiding 
by an inestimable distance, our devil-haunted, 
and sin-defiled region, flitting amongst us like a 
shadbw, but not inhabiting our tenement at all; 
amongst us, but not one of us; then 1 say, that 
his bounty conferred, the very magnitude, the very 
value of it, will only put another impediment and 
obstruction in the way of that brotherhood, of 
those espousals, of that fellow-feeling, trust, and 
confidence, which the sonl ought to have towards 
'Him for whom she is called to give Op her own high 
and noble thoughts concerning this- fair propor¬ 
tioned and authoritative Law of God. The sool, 
instead of coming into melting tenderness towards 
such an ode, will be appalled far away from his in- 
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scrutable holiness, and will feel it. to be her duty 
to worship him at a distance, and to acknowledge 
him with fear and trembling. Ah, no: ye half 
reasoners, ye are not yet so wise as God, whose 
method of wooing a fallen creature is far more 
exquisite and far more effectual than yours. You 
come roughly on, loading her whose affections you 
would gain with gifts, but all the while keeping 
in her presence a state whereat she trembleth; 
more after the manner of an eastern prince pur¬ 
chasing a fair slave, than the manner by which 
the human soul is won. But God sent his Son to 
make acquaintance with human kind, upon the 
lowly level of their condition ; as if that eastern 
prince should lay aside his crown and scepter, 
and dress himself in humble guise, and be a ser¬ 
vant to gain the humble maiden whose hand he 
desireth. So God wisely purposed; and so Christ 
wisely, graciously, nobly, divinely performed; 
speaking of no benefit, though he had given us 
all; keeping no state, though he was the Lord of 
creation. In the lowly level of fallen humanity, 
he wooed his bride, and thus he won her love. 
By the very act, and in the very act of his humi¬ 
liation unto her estate, he took away the fear of 
distance, and the sense of obligation. But still 
the load would be too great for love to grow under, 
exalted as he is now, Potentate of potentates, were 
it not for the same faculty and power of conde¬ 
scension which abideth in him still. He is removed 
away from us, but not by being above the care of 
us. Only to lift his handmaiden unto the same dig¬ 
nity hath he gone to claim his birthright crown, that 
he may raise her to the fellowship of the same; and 
mean while the Spirit is his messenger, the Spirit is 
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the comforter of bis spouse, who coined not, in the 
form of infinite Godhead, to overwhelm and con¬ 
sume the faculties of the creature whom he would 
possess; nor yet, in the form of perfect and un- 
fsdlen manhood, to rebuke the fallen creature’s 
weak and sinful condition, but in the form of 
risen, redeemed manhood—manhood that once 
was fallen, but now is risen and redeemed. 

It is the Spirit of Christ, of the risen Christ, 
which we receive. Notuntil heascended up on high, 
did Christ receive the Spirit to bestow it upon 
his oburch. It is therefore the Spirit of the risen. 
Christ, the triumphant Christ, Christ the van¬ 
quisher. of sin and death, which we receive;—a 
distinct person of the blessed Trinity, condescend¬ 
ing from the absoluteness of his Divinity, to carry 
on the communication between Christ and his 
people; a communication not made by words^ 
merely, but by regeneration and the quickening 
of a new life, in all things consentaneous unto, 
and defined by, and identical with, the life of 
Christ. As my natural life is instinct with all 
Adam’s fallen propensities, so is my renewed life 
instinct with all Christ’s risen glories. With the 
aemmnnioation of life therefore, kindred life, unto- 
has own, warm, congenial life; with the inspira¬ 
tion of all divine, pure, and holy affection, with 
a new heart, with a right mind; with power from 
on high, .power which sweetly and gently con¬ 
descended to all our weaknesses and infirmities, in 
order to strengthen them, and make us more than 
conquerors over all our enemies; with gentle love, 
which-whispereth peace unto ourtroubled souls, and 
kidded,its waves to be still; with wisdom from- 
above* which counselled our. ignorance and our 
folly, and repressed all our way ward violence; with 
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good government and righteous lordship, which 
doth reprove, rebuke, restrain, chastise and restore 
us to the paths of righteousness;—with these, the 
forms of redeemed manhood; with these, the tender 
respects unto our frailty, and healing treatment of 
our diseases, and restoration of our health, and 
renewal of our being after the image of God, in 
righteousness and true holiness, doth the Holy 
Ghost, as the Spirit of Christ, come forth from 
the bosom of the risen God-man, to cherish, to 
revive, to comfort, and to establish the peace, 
joy, and blessedness of his spouse upon the earth, 
and to carry on that excellent work of gaining her 
love, that he may teach her to be obedient and 
dutiful unto the will of his Father. We say that 
Christ—first in fallen yet sinless manhood, and 
next, in fallen manhood redeemed and risen— 
doth indeed accomplish a perfect work of winning 
the heart, taking the admiration, possessing 
the confidence, and occupying all the soul, of 
those whom the Father hath given to him for 
an inheritance; those whom he purchased unto 
himself for an inheritance, those whom the Spirit 
cleanseth and clotheth, to be unto him for a chaste 
and holy spouse. Sublime mystery of love ! 0 
love most excellent, love most glorious ! Blessed 
indeed are the people who are thus beloved. 
My soul, rejoice in God thy Saviour. All that is 
within me bless his holy name, and forget not all 
his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diseases, who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction, who crowneth thee with 
loving kindness and tender mercies, who satisfy- 
eth thy mouth with good things, so that thy youth 
is renewed like the eagle’s. 

Now, brethren, this is the object, eveu this 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY REMOVAL OF'THE LAW. (MO)cS*rii 

non Jefeos Christ, which I have to det befoiWyoti, 
over and against that Law which our natural 
man reverenceth so much. — Is the Law holy? 
Christ is also holy, who hath kept the Law add 
made it honourable: Is the Law venerable in its 
antiquity ? more venerable is he who was in the 
beginning with God, who was God. Is the LaW 
good, discerning between the good and the evil, 
and judging righteously, defending the oppressed, 
upholding the weak ? so good is Christ, who shall 
bring every hidden work of darkness unto light; 
wbo>shall judge between the evil and the good, 
and discern between the just and the unjust. In 
that day, in that age, in which he will set judg¬ 
ment upon the earth, and establish righteousness 
among the nations. What is there in the Law 
holy, and just, and good, which is not in JesuS, 
the Ilely, the Just, and the Good ? And for the 
curse of the Law, you have the blessing of the 
promise in Christ; and for the certain con¬ 
demnation of the Law yon have the certain justi¬ 
fication and salvation of Christ. In the Law there 
is righteousness, but there is no mercy: in Christ 
mercy and truth are met together, righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other. In the Law 
there is no help; but in Christ there is the help 
of the Holy Ghost. In the Law there is no 
life, but chill cold death: in Christ there is 
life, more abundant life, everlasting life. In the 
Law, God’s holiness in terrible tbunderings, and 
lightnings, and darkness, and a fearful voice is 
set forth; and who can abide it ? which, when 
the children of Israel heard, they prayed that 
it might not be spoken unto them any more: 
but in Christ, you have righteousness presented 
in grace .the grace of ! God shining forth in the 
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person of the holy One and the Just. In the Law, 
you have manhood racked, tortured, and slain: in 
Christ, you have the same fallen manhood sanc¬ 
tified, beautified, glorified, blessed for ever. And 
what more shall I say, than that the Law is the 
direful expression of that everlasting contradiction 
which there is between God and a fallen crea¬ 
ture, the impassable gulph which had never been 
passsed, and seemed impassable until Christ came 
forth, made of a woman, made under the Law, 
who is the expression of God’s grace, God’s pity, 
and God’s compassion towards the fallen creature, 
of God’s purpose to redeem it, and to set his glory 
and his strength in it, for ever and for ever 1 
Who then, that understandeth these things, will 
prefer the iron-hearted Law, to the human-hearted 
Christ; will set up justification by works, in the 
stead of justification by faith; will prefer to live 
under the Law, rather than to live under grace? 
But I say unto you, brethren, that if ye, having be¬ 
lieved in Christ, and received the Spirit, will yet 
make the Law your measure and your master, ye do 
dishonour unto these Divine Persons; ye do bring 
Christ back from the right hand of the glory, to 
travail in flesh again. And, instead of prospering 
in holiness by such an unworthy preposterous 
course, you will fall away into legality and for* 
mality, and live in fear and trembling. If Christ 
had intended his people to be under the Law, ** 
he was himself, then would he have bestowed 
upon them the Holy Spirit before he ascended up 
on high ; the Holy Spirit would have proceeded 
from the body of his humiliation, and not from 
the body of his glory. But it is expressly said, 
that the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified. Besides, if we 
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had to keep the Law over again, there, would be; 
so vicariousness in the woifc ofGhrist. Imputation 
and’atonement would be empty words, if- so werb 
that the Law had a demand upon us still,, and 
that; we were, either now to be under its an* 
theritsy, or hereafter judged by itsetatutea. Christ 
hath died in vain, if we be still under the Law; oar, 
aa Paul saith, “ If we be under the Law, we are 
fklten from grace.” Surely, if the first Adam,> 
begetteth in bis likeness, the Second Adam be* 
getteth in his likeness also: and what is that like* 
ness? The likeness not now of sinful flesh, bnt of 
glorious flesh; the image of God, the image of the 
invisible God, which Christ was not in his veiled 
flesh, 'but which he is in his transaendent glory; 
and this is distinctly and unequivocally declared,ip 
that passage of Scripture where it is written, that 
M we'are renewed after the image of God, in righ¬ 
teousness and true holiness.” 

When; therefore, any legalist will prove to me, 
that Christ the Father of the regeneration is under 
the Law, I will believe that the children of the re* 
generation are under the Law; bntnottill then: and 
L thinkit will pszsle them to prove that the Lord 
of all is not Lord of the Ten Commandments also. 
And yet i know that there are men so ignorant and 
foolish; as to maintain this also, who go about to 
say, and to affirm, that the Law of-the Ten Com* 
mandmcnts is the epitome, so to speak, of the 
Divine will; and that God himself is under the 
obligations of'law ; or, as they are pleased to 
say, that a thing is not right because ;it is the 
will of God, but it is the will of God, because.it is 
right. Base theologians, and ■ poor philosophers! 
would you dethrone God also from his sovC* 
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reignty, and bring him under the fete, the fahm f 
of the ancients ? Is the Word before God ; or doth 
the Word proceed from God ? Doth not the Father 
generate the Word? Is not the Father alone 
self-originated? I cannot enough wonder that 
men should so exaggerate as to put the Moral Law 
into any connexion with God otherwise than as 
the giver of it. The object of it is not God ; the 
object of it is not even unfallen man; nor hath it 
any thing to do with the regenerated man. The 
only object of it is the fallen man; and I say 
again, what I have often said, it is the perfection 
of the fallen manhood, and it is no more. And if, 
as I believe in the age to come, men, flesh-and- 
blood men shall be constituted under this Law, and 
by the ejection of Satan out of flesh, and out of the 
world holding of flesh, and through the righteoos 
government of Christ instead thereof, shall be 
enabled to keep the Law ;—if the Law, as I be¬ 
lieve, shall then become the statute law of the 
world, still it will only be a form of fallen huma¬ 
nity ; the best form which it can attain unto, 
but yet not the redeemed, or rather the rege¬ 
nerated form. For still, men will be fallible, and 
this estate of humanity will end in an apostasy*, 
so that, from the beginning unto the ending of it, 
the law of the two stone-tables, hath nothing to 
do with the work of the Spirit, hath no authority 
over the renewed man, who is wholly devoted 
unto Christ, and acknowledgeth none but he; 
and is renewed in the likeness of the risen Christ, 
or after the image of the risen God, in righteous¬ 
ness and true holiness. 

Now, it may seem to many a very idle, and to 
others it may seem a very dangerous thing, thus 
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to assert the believer’s independence of any laNr 
tbe:former sayiog, Whry takeaway any safeguard 
from morality; the latter saying. You teach liceni 
tioasness;—to whom I answer. It is want offeith 
in-you both. The subject which I handle is the 
meritmomentous, and lies at the root of all hoiinessi 
Bothit serve, O ye objectors, the interests of hot 
kness, or ’doth it disserve them, to break the 
Law, and to dishonour the Law ? And doyc 
not daily break it, in thought, word; and deed <f 
And if ye be 1 under it, is it not violated and d»ho> 
nouredi by yoo? and where then isf the holiness of 
JGod? Cana man, who is familiar with the every* 
day breaking of the Law, have either it ortho 
Lawgiver long in Teverence ? And if Christ and 
the‘Holy Spirit are to come in and patch up the 
matter, what a system have we here, but grace 
fighting with debt, and mercy fighting with justice; 
or rather.grace and mercy becoming the great inc 
dulgenoe of unholiness ? I speak not of the din* 
honour of Christ and of thfe Holy Ghost in «och 
* scheme,—I speak of the dishonour of the Law 
itself. O ye gainsayers of the troth, ye dishd* 
swnr the Law, and the Lawgiver; but we honour 
the Law; we magnify the Law and make it ho¬ 
nourable. We say it standeth: the awful and'un¬ 
stained monument of God’s holiness, condemning 
us, and condemning all. We live not by it ? We 
(die before it: we live only by grace; we live only 
by pardon, and from the time forth of receiving 
Our pardon. We do not go and commit the shine 
•fiances over again, which we must needs do, if 
we were under that law of subjection; but we 
redeave the Spirit of adoption from' the Father, 
sari feonutheranakof his: subjects we nre admitted 
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unto the honour of his family: from the rank of 
rebels we pass into the freedom of sons; and as 
sons we receive the Spirit of our Father, and 
through the Spirit do live unto the praise and 
the glory of Him who hath redeemed, and reco¬ 
vered, and regenerated us. Now be ye judges, 
whether one possessed of the Spirit, and underthe 
power of love, is more in a condition to sanctify 
the living God, than one who is under the Law, 
and without the Spirit. But, moreover, if it be 
true that a man who will live under the Law 
cannot have the Spirit, what a predicament it 
places you legalists in ! And this now is what Paul 
expressly declareth in the Epistle to the Gala¬ 
tians (iii. 2—5) : “ This only would I learn of 

you. Received ye the Spirit by the works of the 
Law, or by the hearing of faith ? Are ye so 
foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the flesh ? Have ye suffered so 
many things in vain, if it be yet in vain ? He there¬ 
fore that niinistereth to you the Spirit, and work 
eth miracles among you, doeth he it by the works 
of the Law, or by the hearing of faith ? ” 

The only escape which it is possible to make 
from the cogency of this argument, which we 
have held upon the removal of the Law, is by this 
question; But if the Law be removed, what 
model or ensample have we by which to walk? 
I answer. The model and example of Christ. But 
they reply. Was not Christ under the Law ; and 
how can he be a model to those that are not 
under the Law ? To this question I will reply by 
explaining a little farther the work of the Spirit 
in the Man Christ Jesus. And this will have the 
advantage of still further exposing the vile heresy 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BY REMOVAL OR THE LAW. (iM)cfaaii 

of dt» imstortal and incorruptible body: of Ghent. 
Fob if .Christ’s human nature were not inltke Wise 
constituted, as ours is, then, in addition to all the 
Naults above-mentioned, there must come this also, 
that the workof the Holy Ghost should not be unden* 
stood, and should become of secondary, instead of 
being: of primary importance, in the belief of every 
Christian. And I must .confess, that the narrow 
apprehension of the atonement which prevailetb, 
and the reducing of the mystery to mere imptotw- 
don, add 1 would say, moreover, the mean and 
meagre views of imputation itself, have brought 
to pass a very insufficient doctrine on the subject 
af the Holy Spirit. The work to be accomplished, 
mustnlways.be the measure of the power neces¬ 
sary to accomplish it; and from believing.that 
the work to be accomplished by Christ is merely 
the-bearing of so much inflicted wrath, vengeance, 
and punishment; it cometh naturally to pass, that 
the need of the Holy Ghost, towards the aoeomt- 
plishment of his work, is not perceived. The 
union of the Divine and human nature, in itself 
sufficeth;—the human nature to suffer the mighty 
load, the Divine nature to sustain the Sufferer. 
And besides these, what need of a third principle, 
and that n person, and a Divine person also? 
Accordingly, die Holy Spirit in the work of Christ; 
is almost or altogether avoided ; which, however; 
is in several parts of the Acts, and in the ixth 
chapter of the Hebrews, expressly declared to 
have been die power in which he performed his 
mighty works, and offered his blameless sacrifice*. 
This, now, is made mnch worse by those who 
•oppose he had not such a human nature in all 
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respects as we fallen men have. For to the 
difficulty, just mentioned, is added this other; 
how suffering could in any wise reach him. If so 
be he was not fallen, or in any middle condition 
between the fallen and the unfallen, what meaning, 
or purpose, or use, there could be for the Holy Ghost 
unto the person composed of the eternal Son and 
a faultless creature, I cannot for a moment imagine. 
And the fact is positive and undeniable, that the 
work of the Spirit in the person of Christ, though 
formerly a common-place in Divinity, and standing 
topic of discourse, is no longer either the one or the 
other; and being so, I will prophecy that the work of 
the Holy Ghost must in such a case become a very 
confused and idle theory : for whatever is not seen 
realized in the person of Christ, ceaseth from being 
a theological reality, and hastcneth to become a 
confused hypothesis. And I have some hope that 
this argument which I have been long waging may 
haply be profitable to enlighten the mind of the 
church, upon the work of the Spirit also. 

But to come to the question of our model 
and example : The work of the Holy Ghost 
in the human nature of Christ, from his concep¬ 
tion unto his baptism, was to fulfil all the righ¬ 
teousness of the Law ; and I think that word 
which he spake at his baptism, “ Thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness,” is the 
Amen with which he concluded that great ac¬ 
complishment. The baptism of John was the 
isthmus which connected the fulfilment of the Law, 
upon the one hand, with the opening of the spi¬ 
ritual and evangelical holiness upon the other; to 
which our Lord alludes, in these words ; “ The 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



BT REMOVAL 0* Tttfc LAW. ()«>) chtV 

kingdom of beaten suflfereth violence front the 
baptism of John until now, and the vktfent take it 
by fcrce; ” 'giving them to 1 ' understand that the 
baptism of John had'initiated into the kingdom, as 
tbebaptisfo of Moses in the ClOud, and 'in the sea! 
initiated into the Law. From the anointing With 
the Dove, I believe that our Lord entered upon a 
higher and holier walk! than htere law-fulfilling, 
gitibg to us the ensample Of that spiritual hoti- 
ness whieh knoWeth no Law, but the Law of 
liberty; that is, the Will inclined unto the will of 
Ood. Therefore it wan, that our Lord broke the 
Sabbath Without offence ; arid' touched lepers', 
ahd Otherwise offended the Law; and therefore, 
abo, he 1 went up to the feasts, or went not 
up, according to his mind. And many things 
besides he did, which are all expressed in these 
tWo simiKttrdes, of which, when challenged for 
this neglect, he made use: ** No man putteth 
new wine into old bottles; no man putteth a piece 
of new cloth into an old garment; ” signifying that 
the spirit of his discipieship, of which he was 
then performing the noviciate, would not piece on 
to, riiuch less be contained within, the old worn- 
oUt commandments of Moses. Besides, the works 
which he did by die Spirit' were the self-same 
works Which the Spirit in the Apostles did; and 
it is* continually written, he set us an example 
that we should follow his steps. Now, it is my 
conviction, from these and many other grounds ‘ 
which' I cannot now enter upon, that our Lord 
enjoyed, during his public ministry, that measure 
of the Spirit which nis church was to be endowed 
with after the resurrection, to the end that his life 

Mi 
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might be the model of every Christian's life who 
is regenerated with the Holy Ghost. He walked 
in liberty, he rejoiced in power, he triumphed in 
victory from the time he received the Spirit after 
his baptism, until the time he fell, as it were, plumb 
down from that elevation into the agony of the 
garden and the abandonment of the cross. Be¬ 
fore entering upon which, he was strengthened 
with that voice out of the heavens, “ I have both 
glorified my name, and I will glorify it again." 
Then came on that hour and power of darkness 
of which he said himself, “ Now is my soul 
troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me 
from this hour? but for this cause came 1 to 
this hour : Father, glorify thy name. Then came 
there a voice from heaven, saying, 1 have both glo¬ 
rified it, and will glorify it again.” This, I think, 
brought on the great crisis, and put him upon his 
probation to the very uttermost. And now open* 
eth that scene of agony, that ocean of sorrow, con¬ 
cerning which it is not our present purpose to 
discourse, save to mark it as a grand epoch in the 
Redeemer’s life. It is my conviction, that our 
Lord’s life between these two points of time, the 
descending of the Dove, and the bringing of the 
Greeks unto him, when that fearful hour began, is 
truly the great realization and prototype of the 
Spirit’s work in every regenerate man, in order that 
his life might not only fulfil the Law of Moses, but 
give the prototype and the example of all spiritual 
righteousness. The Father when his Son had 
accomplished and fulfilled the Law, did bestow 
upon him a measure of that resurrection-life in 
the Spirit which he himself should afterwards be 
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honoured and privileged to bestow upon the 
church. The Father baptized him with the Holy 
Ghost, who was afterwards to baptize all the 
elect children; and so he became an example 
Unto ns, mid must have tasted a great enjoyment 
of his Father’s countenance, far above and be¬ 
yond what he enjoyed before* and in the removal 
of which I deem the misery of that agony and 
death to have chiefly consisted. He bad the 
Spirit lifting him into a high communion with 
his Father, to the end of shewing him the rege¬ 
nerate church, and what should be the measure of 
their enjoyment; and this being accomplished, I 
say* again, he was let plumb down into the for met 
measure of the Spirit, to swim in the tempestuous 
ocean, which all the elements of moral disorder 
could raise around him. Fearful chaos! awful 
valley of the shadow of death! season of the hour 
and power of darkness!—Thus have we two meat- 
safes of the Spirit; the first for law-keeping, to be 
in lien of the obedience of those elect ones before, 
who had believed on him under the Law, or, as it is 
written, “ for the transgressions that were under 
the first covenant; ”—the second measure of the 
Spirit being for an ensatnple unto us of that bap¬ 
tism of the Dove with which we should be baptized. 
And there is a third measure of the Spirit, which 
quickened him in the tomb, with which also oar 
bodies shall be anointed when we shall be quick¬ 
ened in tbe tomb.—And thus have we the whole 
mystery of the Holy Ghost realized in the life of 
Christ. First, the mystery of law-keeping, done 
for the sake of those that were under the Law, 
but net for us: secondly, the mystery of the 
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Holy Ghost, which the church now enjoyeth: 
and thirdly, the mystery of the Holy Ghost, 
which shall constitute the New Jerusalem of the 
risen saints in the millenial kingdom. And thus 
the work of the Holy Ghost is substantiated and 
realized in the person of Christ; is a fact, is a 
thing upon which faith may be rested by every 
poor creature of whose substance Christ hath 
taken a part. And thus is answered the only 
question which remained against the removal of 
the Law: what model remaineth to us in its stead ? 
Christ’s life from his baptism to his agony is our 
model of the liberty and power of the Holy Ghost. 
And let this suffice for the subject of the removal 
of the Law. 


CONCLUSIONS. 

It may be asked, after this discourse concern¬ 
ing the method of the Incarnation, And what 
serveth it that Christ should thus have reconciled 
all flesh unto God, and taken away the middle 
wall of partition which was between Jew and 
Gentile, and preached peace unto them which 
were near, and to them which were afar off, see¬ 
ing that it is only to a chosen and elect portion 
of the fallen creatures that salvation and blessed¬ 
ness, and glory, do eventually come? Is there 
not in this method something which is inconsistent 
with itself, which either makes Christ over gene¬ 
rous to cast away his bounty, or the Father over 
stinted to restrain his Spirit ? Hath not some part 
of the work of Christ been wrought to no effect t 
or hath not a promise and hope been held out 
unto men, larger than the Father purposed to 
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fulfil—■-Not so,. by any means. The puitpoae. of 
the Father is the purpose of the Godhead: the 
work of Christ , is the wilL of the Father, shewing 
forth , that purpose of the Godhead ; and so also is 
tbe work of the Spirit. Though wrought iu dif¬ 
ferent persons, it is by the sapne one absolute 
will, by the same one substance ,of God wrought. 
To .explain this matter, 1 shall now address my¬ 
self in a few words. 

> 1. The purpose of God, in. creating man, 
was the manifestation mid communication of 
his own glory unto the creatures which he had 
made; or which he. was about to make; and to 
bring, the creature wholly to depend upon him, 
and to worship him. As he was to make it out of 
nothing, he would have it remember its nothing¬ 
ness in itself, and to. acknowledge the will, the 
absolute will, from which it derived its form and 
blessedness; to this. single end of bringing the 
creature to apprehend the nothingness of its sub¬ 
stance, and the absoluteness of. its dependence 
upon the Divine will, which is the very truth. 
This, Isay, is the great object which God hath in 
view, and the great consummation unto which he 
will attain, by his dealings with the creatures* 
To. this end, a fall was ordained, that the crea¬ 
tures might know their own insufficiency, their 
own emptiness. Then came the Law, which .as 
a-schoolmaster did instruct the creature in ife 
einfulnesB, did bring into vision, and openly shewi, 
•how far it came short of its own perfection. , The 
•Law added no iniquity to the creature; but it 
brought all its iniquity clearly to view. As there 
be certain chemieal solutions, with which if you 
anoint the skins of ancient parchments whereon 
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no letter now appeareth, straightway the letters, 
and words, and sentences come up again from the 
erasure of time, and the oblivion of ages; even so 
the Law, operating upon the fleshly being of man, 
did bring to view volumes of sins which were not 
known to be there, and did load the conscience, 
with a weight of dead works, and shew in the 
heart an ever-open fountain of wickedness from 
which men needed to be purged by the blood of 
Christ, ere ever they could be in fit trim to serve 
the living God. By the Law, therefore, humanna- 
ture was shewn to be exceeding sinful. The hate¬ 
fulness of the creature in the sight of a holy God 
was established : the obstinacy of sin, its remedi¬ 
less poison in the flesh, the creature’s total help¬ 
lessness in itself, the Creator’s total alienation 
from God, were excellently displayed; but the 
Law was only an unfulfilled prophecy, a despised 
statute, an abortive thing, producing no life, hot 
death, until Christ came. It was a definition of 
what man in the fallen state should be, and would 
be, yet wh ich none of the myriads that had been 
was, until Christ came and perfectly fulfilled it. 
Christ therefore is the rebuke of men, Christ is 
the measure of human delinquency, Christ the 
holy One and the Just, sheweth the unholiness 
and unrighteousness of all besides himself.—Now 
behold extremes meet. In him, in whom mercy 
and truth have met together, righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other, the Godhead, tak¬ 
ing experience of the fallen manhood by junc¬ 
tion and personal union therewith, doth, after see¬ 
ing, feeling, having its infirmities, freely, fully, for j 
ever discharge them, cancel its sins, and bear 
away its transgressions. The Law therefore ends | 
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in the removal of law. The imputation of sine 
ends in. the forgiveness of sins; aod unta the crea¬ 
ture grace is preached, peace is preached, glad 
tidings of great joy are proclaimed, which I do 
now again proclaim unto every one who hears me, 
saying. Your sins are remitted, your peace in 
made: believe, be ye saved. Go home, and tell 
it to your children; gather your kinsfolk, and tell 
it unto them: tell it in your villages and towns,; 
pass the seas, and tell it unto the nations. Let 
the wide world know it, and the races of men 
believe it, that their sins are forgiven, their 
peace made, God gracious, abundant in mercy 
and truth. 

This is the Gospel which hath now for eigh¬ 
teen hundred years, yea from the beginning, 
been proclaimed unto the earth. The creature 
hath known the grace of God to it, whose pow$r 
and severity it knew heretofore in the Law. 
And yet, behold, bow fruitless and unefficacious 
it hath been! Who hath believed the report? 
Their sound hath gone into all the earth, and 
their words unto the world’s end; but unto whom 
have they been welcome, and by whom have they 
been prized ? All the Lord required of those that 
believe in the glad tidings was, that they should 
be baptized; and this not for the-end of binding 
them over to be his serfs, or bondsmen, but to 
bring them to be his sons. All he besought was, 
that they might receive his Son, laden with un* 
speakable gifts; and by tbeir baptism signify the 
same, to the' end they might receive power from 
the Holy Ghost to become the sons of God. No 
bloody circumcision, no pains and penalties of the 
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law, no burden of ceremonies, no national pecu¬ 
liarities, no local restrictions; liberty, love, 
peace, joy, hope, holiness, and whatever else 
most excellent the soul desireth, whatever else 
most noble the soul aspireth to, this were they 
entreated, sued to receive by baptism. This 
single act, acknowledging God for the good gift 
of Christ, and hoping for the higher gift of the 
life of Christ by the Holy Ghost, men being en¬ 
treated unto by the ministers of the Gospel, by 
the labours of the church, have obstinately re¬ 
jected for these eighteen hundred years. They 
have slain the bearers of the good tidings ; they 
have persecuted the believers in the good tidings; 
they have rejected the grace of God ; they have 
crucified the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
an open shame; they have trampled under’foot the 
blood of the covenant with which they should have 
been sanctified, and counted it an unholy thing. 

Tell me now, brethren, if hereby the sinfulness 
of the fallen creature hath not been awfully illus¬ 
trated, beyond measure augmented, magnified, until 
it is become almost unpardonable. What a thing, 
what an unheard-of thing, that the great God 
should thus condescend unto his creatures in love 
immense, and his creatures reject his unspeakable 
gift! The world is drenched in guilt; the red wa¬ 
ters of its guilt flow up unto the very lip, and in a 
few, few instants, shall overwhelm its life. In blood, 
in a deluge of blood, its height of hope shall be 
drowned, its star of hope quenched : the day is 
far spent, the night is at hand. The night cometh, 
and likewise the morning. If the Law did bring 
out the letters of guilt which had sunk beneath 
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thesarfhoe* andesoapod the knowledge iof J matt- [ 
kind, then the Gospel hath made these letters to' 
burn like dre, which shall consume to die lowest l 
hell; to flame like the bate-light which, flaming 1 
from afar, betokens woe and misery to the land. 
Qh the guilt, oh the misery of the nations which : 
have rejected the Gospel 1 Truly, very truly, is' 
it written, **"This is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, but men loved darkness 11 
rather than light, their deeds being evil.” Aye, 
aye, this indeed is the condemnation, that we sib 
against the Father and the Sonthe gtaCidus Fa- 
ther, the crucifled and risen Son. This is the * 
world's doom, that she hath refused, rejected; ' 
and mimed against the Holy Ghost, testifying in 
Jesus, and in the church. It is not a Vain thing; ' 
therefore, that Christ hath tested death for every* 
man; it is a part of God’s great scheme, consist^ * 
ent therewith, yea, the crowning thereof, to shew 
forth the sinfulness of the creature in all possible 
advantages in which it could be placed,—to prove 
that when it was created good, it would not obey 
the slightest command ; that when it fell, it would 1 
not receive the completes! redemption, the largest 
grace. Inveterate purpose of sinning! Not a 
habit, but a law ; not an accident, but an essence ; ‘ 
the very being, the very essence, the unalterable 
law of the creature, proving that as it came out 
of nothing, it hath nothing, it can do nothing, it 
is void and empty; and therefore if it should ever 
be brought to something, it must be brought 
thither and maintained there by the eternal 
and all-sufficient power of God. And thus iV 
the great truth in the way of being proved, that 
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the creature came out of absolute nothingness; 
is absolutely nothing in itself, and hath its being, 
hath its something, whatever it be, only from the 
all sustaining and absolute will of God. But this 
is not all: there is yet a deeper view of the question 
which we now go to inquire into. 

2. Besides this object, which the Creator had in 
his mind, of making the insufficiency and inability 
of the creature to appear, there is another, which 
is, to make his own power to appear; his own 
power and goodness in delivering the creature 
from its own nothingness and sinfulness, into the 
estate of regeneration, power, and glory, where 
it may know, feel, and possess some portion of 
his own blessedness. And to this part of the pur¬ 
pose, the former is but subservient. Historically, 
monumentally, and eternally to establish the no¬ 
thingness, and vileness of the creature, by its 
successive plunges out of light into darkness, until 
it reach the very base of being in the second death, 
is only to the end of shewing, by the negative, 
more effectually this affirmative, That the power 
and efficiency, and glory, and blessedness, unto 
which he should bring the creature, are not due 
unto itself, but due only unto him the Creator. 
Therefore parallel and alongside with, yea, and in 
the very midst of this great historical demonstra¬ 
tion of the creature’s sinfulness and weakness 
we have continually proceeding a demonstration 
of the Creator’s power, to transcend all these 
base propensities, and to surmount all these 
difficulties, insuperable save to himself, and to 
make, out of such emptiness, fulness to come 
forth; out of such wickedness, holiness; out of 
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stick enmity, love; out of such frailty, infallible 
strength. This is the demonstration of electing 
love, and constitutes election as indispensible a 
part of the great mystery of God as is the sin¬ 
fulness of the creature. These elect persons, in 
'whom God prevailed* against the natural man’s 
obstinate aversions,'constitute the church; and their 
sends are now gathering unto Christ, in the New 
Jerusalem, which is above. These being upon 
.the earth, are a distinct and separate people from 
the rest; having in them, and upon them, a pur¬ 
pose of God, which the others have neither ih 
them nor upon them. They are written in the 
iLamb’s book of life, before die foundation of the 
world. They were the Father’s witnesses unto a 
coming Christ, until be came: and now they are 
the Father’s witnesses of a living Christ, of a risen 
Christ, of a reigning Christ, of a Christ yet about 
to come. Demonstrations are they of the Trinity, 
of the Father’s will above the creature’s will, of 
the Son’s revival and resurrection of the creature 
by personal union thereunto; of the Holy Ghost’s 
ability to do this work of revival and regeneration 
in other creatures besides Christ. Thus are they 
not mere word-of-mouth witnesses, but witnesses 
in life. Iking witnesses, witnesses by their being, of 
that great truth that God is three persons in one 
substance. Now, that this election might be known 
unto men, us a great original principle of the 
purpose of God, it is not merely written in a 
hook, as our word-idolaters teach ; but it is em¬ 
bodied in a living, moving, continued chain of 
persons, who, beginning from the Fall, shall pre¬ 
serve onward the continuity of the election, until 
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they stand in immutable and infallible glory, to 
be used by the Creator in the effecting of his still 
unaccomplished purpose, whatever it may be. 
This co-fraternity of elected ones, this communion 
of saints, took an outward symbol, received an 
outward symbol and definition, in the person of 
Abraham, the friend of God; from which time, 
until this present, they have continued defined 
and separated by an outward symbol, first of cuv 
cumcision, and then of baptism, unto this day. 
Unto this end therefore, I say, the church is em¬ 
bodied, even unto the end of enjoying all the 
blessedness of God’s electing love, and testifying, 
in the midst of the world, unto that goodness and 
power of God which riseth strong and sublime 
above all let and hindrance, and accomplisheth 
God-like purposes and God-like acts, by means 
of the empty nothingness of creature-substance, 
by means of the violent aversions, and ungodly 
propensities, and Anti-christian determinations of 
creature substance. Now, as God’s purpose is 
essentially one and indivisible, like himself, though 
for the convenience of discourse, we must handle 
it under several parts, this power of election is 
given, not here and there, but every where, in 
the midst and in the duration of the creature’s 
being: and in like manner, the down-drawiDg 
powers of the creature are proved not here and 
there, but every where in the midst and in the 
duration of the creature. Therefore it is necessary 
to the unity of the Divine purpose, and to the 
demonstration of its pervading omnipresence, that 
the election should be gathered out of all kindreds 
and nations, and tongues, and peoples; and. 
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moreover, it is in like manner necessary, that in 
the election itself there should be an invisibility* 
an impenetrable secrecy* a hiddenness, beyond 
the research* and utterly defying the discovery* of 
mart, to the end it may not be possible to describe 
a bound or limit, whether physical or metaphy¬ 
sical, within which the election is contained. For 
if that bound could be described, then most clear 
and manifest it is, that the rest would be exclude 
ed; and so God’s upholding and sustaining power* 
would only be proved over a part of his handy 
work] and not over the whole. But, by means 
of the invisibility, that which is only a part hath 
yet given to it the’faculty of proving* for the whole, 
the mighty power of God to sustain and upheld 
the Creature, so that no creature, defined by'any 
conditions whatever, should be able to say* 1 God 
cannot uphold me: I am beyond the province of 
electing power* My wickedness, my infirmity] 
is greater than God can overcome. 

- To prevent such a fell conclusion, it is that the 
election Or true church is essentially invisible; 
and must continue so until the time be arrived for 
some great manifestation and demonstration of 
the Divine power, after another kind and manner 
than that of election. Now, if the election molt 
be invisible, God, when he gives to it a symbol] 
Such as circumcision and baptism, must neces¬ 
sarily admit within the pale thereof, Teprobate 
as well as elect ones ; for if only elect ones were 
admitted within the pale, then, they would at 
once become visible, have a definite place; a 
definite number, a definite form; and so exclude 
all beyond that place, number, and form, from 
the action of God’s power and love. It is to 


Digitized by 



clxxviii(i40; the method. 

this intermingling of the election and repro¬ 
bation in the church, I would call your at¬ 
tention, as being the second great method by 
which God unfolds the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin, and which makes the sin of the church of a 
deeper dye than the sin of the outward world; 
for I do believe that to this end the church was 
made visible, and all the evils of a visible church 
permitted, in order that men might be proved 
capable of sinning against the Holy Ghost, as 
well as of sinning against the Son. The Church, 
by which I mean the glorified Head and the 
members, invisible as well as visible,—the Church 
is the fulness of the Holy Ghost: the Church is a 
greater mystery of God’s power than the Incarna¬ 
tion. The Incarnation shewed the power of 
God in flesh, when personally united unto the 
Son. The Church sheweth the power of God in 
flesh, not personally united unto his Son, bat 
only mystically united with him. The flesh in 
Christ never sinned, though ever passive and 
pervious unto temptation of all kinds; but our 
flesh ever sinneth, and is burdened with an in¬ 
credible amount of sinfulness, of actual sinful¬ 
ness ; habits innumerable, hardness impenetrable, 
enmity insurmountable is there in every man, at 
the time at which electing love begins to exhibit 
an irresistible almighty power against all these 
enormities and excesses of the sinful creature. 
Wherefore, 1 say again, the work of the Spirit in 
the Church is a mightier work than in the incarna¬ 
tion of Christ. The former is the forthshewing of 
God’s good pleasure in his Son; the latter was the 
forthshewing of his anger against his Son. The 
former is the putting forth of the power of the Son 
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in, his immortal body ; the latter was the patting* 
forth of his power in a mortal body. The former* 
is .that mighty working of the Spirit which ha 
Wrought in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead;. the latter was the working of the same 
Spirit, when he created a holy thing out of an 
Unholy, and supported a holy thing against unholy' 
conditions. In one word, the Church is the 
demonstration .of the: Fathers electing love, of 
Christ’s mighty power to do God’s will, God’s 
work, God’s pleasure by the vile impotentcreatuxe^ 
The Incarnation: is only God’s power to destroy) 
the enmity between himself and the creature, and 
put the creature upon the footing of grace, favour,) 
forgiveness of sin; to cast Satan out of it; ton 
withhold sin from mastering it; and to reveal 
Christ the Lord of it, the Redeemer of it, tbo 
Defender of it ; and to place it, through Christy 
fa the equipoise of its own inclination; and so 
to shew forth the native abhorrence, and disin- 
Chnattoo which it hath to God, even when he is 
manifested, as a Father, as a forgiving, gracious 
Father. Rut the Church riseth much higher than 
this equipoise, and hath the counterpoise of God’s 
almighty power and effieacy to do in it, and foe 
it the mighty works of his good pleasure. Being 
to, therefore, that the church is this fuller vessel 
pf Gpd’s power, even the fulness of him that filleth 
all mail; the fruit of the Father's love, the power 
of the Son’s endless life, the work of the Holy 
Ghost; whoso sinneth against die church doth 
pin a greater sin than doth he that sinneth against 
the preaehed Gospel only.—'This is a point which 
many of my dear brethren cannot understand; but 
which, by the blessing of Gqd, 1 'hope this dis-> 
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course may convince them of. I mean those 
beloved brethren who see the freeness of die 
Gospel, and the guilt incurred by rejecting it; 
but who see not the fulness of the church, and 
the guilt of sinning against its holy ordinances. 
Such brethren are fit for missionaries; but they 
have to learn the higher profession of a minister of 
the church, of the established ministers of a Chris¬ 
tian state, and a baptized people. They preach 
not up to the measure of the people’s privi¬ 
leges as an election; they preach not down to 
the depth of the people’s sinfulness, as sinning 
against the peculiar life, love, and holiness of the 
election. They see the sin against the Son of 
man, but the sin against the Holy Ghost they 
see not, they weigh not, they reprove not: yet is 
it this, and nothing else, which the Apostle 
alludeth to in the vith and the xth of the He¬ 
brews, and which Peter alludeth to in the iid 
chapter of his Second Epistle. But why refer to 
passages in Scripture, when all Scripture, and-aU 
Providence beareth out the greater guilt and hea¬ 
vier judgments of a people in covenant ? This is 
what makes the sin of Babylon so much more 
awful than the sin of the world; so that the beast 
and the false prophet feel the anguish of the 
burning lake, one thousand years before the rest 
of the world,—yea, one thousand years before the 
devil himself. The Jews sinned not this sin 
against the Holy Ghost, because the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given, and therefore by stripes can 
their sin be remitted. The unbaptized world, that 
rejected Christ, shall in a deluge of blood be 
drenched, and come out from her fearful baptism 
more beautiful than ever; but the Church, the 
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•MteraoB • Ropery, and the gainsaying infidel 
•Protestantism, ■ all who hare rebelled against tb* 
baptised church, and refused the Spirit~fiUed 
brdinUnees, go down quick info the pit and welter 
in. the .lake of fire which shall never be quencbedt 
during the season that Satan abideth in the hob- 
tomtess pit, during the season that the nation* 
which are saved walk in the-light, and the king* 
ti the earth bring their glory and honour into th* 
gates, of the resurrection city. But, woe is dmf 
who pCroeiveth this the greater wickedness of 
the cfauvah ? who warneth her of tiro her heavier 
doom) Are we ministers then? No,' the «et» 
tvant of a house understandetk the laws of that 
h ouse, and in his servioe dbserveth. them and 
eettotb them forth: but the ministers of the chusoh 
‘know not the difference between the world and 
the church; and how then can they set it forth t 
This is what I mean, when 1 preach so much • of 
(Baptism; .when I preach so much of the Apostasy -j 
and I give God thanks that you, at least, have 
attained nnto the understanding thereof; and* I 
pray you to be diligent in the meditation of this 
our greater responsibility, and to entreat the 
chart h, and by all means set ourselves, to con* 
tend against the ignorance of this our heavier 
account, which pertaineth to us as< a church. 

Now, by permitting this reprobation, in the midst 
of the election, sin is shewn to be of a deeper dye 
than by any other means it could have been proved 
to be. The sin against the Holy Ghost is established, 
the sin, not only against the incarnate, but against 
the risen, Christ; the sin against the Father’s love, 
and the Father's strength; that sin passing for¬ 
giveness, that sin passing remission; whose deep* 

[K]m 
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est, blackest, vilest spot, the blood of Christ 
cannot cleanse ; whose weight and misery of eter¬ 
nal woe, the goodness of God will not through 
eternity remove. What an awful thought! so 
awful is the sin, the hideous, enormous sin, under 
which Christendom now groans ; with the wrath 
of which the heaven is now frowning, for the be¬ 
ginning of the judgment of which the dark porten¬ 
tous clouds are gathering, whose presence I feel in 
the obstinacy and infidelity of the times; and oh, let 
me speak the truth,—whose influences I feel every 
day in my own wicked heart 1 God deliver me, 
God deliver my people, whom he hath instructed 
me to warn. God bring out an election from - the 
midst of us, and in us shew the pillars and founda¬ 
tion, which nothing can shake, and which nothing 
can remove. With this prayer, with this earnest 
prayer for you all, 1 dismiss this second head of 
conclusions; namely, the greater sinfulness which 
is shewn forth by a constituted church, over and 
above that which is shewn forth by an evangelized 
but unbaptized world. 

3. But I cannot conclude such a weighty dis¬ 
course without a word of opening into every soul, 
touching the freeness of their door of entrance into 
the election. That the gift is to be communicated 
to a part only of the human race is evident, as well 
from the fact as from the language of Scripture, 
and the continual doctrine of the church ; Chiver- 
salism having always been regarded as a most 
damnable heresy. Now, this limitation doth not 
stand in the thing itself which Christ did : Christ's 
work is as capable of being applied to the whole 
as to a part; and in fact, so far as title of Lord- 
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ship is concerned, it doth apply unto the whole.' 
In Christ, all shall be made alive; by Christ all' 
shall be judged, and this because he is the Son 
of man; but in Christ all shall not be saved, but 
only a chosen portion. Now, the thing which 
men search into is. What is the cause, and what 
gives the limitation unto the saved portion? 
And the answer is in Christ’s own words fre¬ 
quently repeated : “ All that the Father giveth 
me, shall come to me; and him that cometh to me, 
I will in no wise cast out.” (John vi. 37.) And< 
again, verse 39: “ This is the Father’s will which 
hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me, 
I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day.” And again, verse 44: 
“No man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him, and 1 will raise 
him up at the last day.” And again, verse 45 : 
“ Every man therefore, that hath heard and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” It is a 
thing, therefore, at no rate to be doubted, but 
unto the death to be maintained, that the Father 
hath reserved in his own personal propriety, the 
measure and extent unto which he will make that 
redemption to go, which Christ hath wrought out 
equally and alike for the whole created substance; 
whereby Christ’s work is put under subjection to 
the Father’s will, which may extend the benefits 
of it to whom he pleaseth, to all, if so he had 
pleased. The election of the Father, therefore, 
taketh place in Jesus Christ; that is to say, not 
one could have been elected, but in virtue of the 
redemption of Christ for sin, both appointed, and, 
as we say, contracted for by covenant. Yet at 
[x]m2 
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the same time, while the Father doth thus preserve 
and glorify his own holiness, and shew forth all 
righteousness as in his Son contained, and from his 
Son proceeding, and so constitutes him the Head 
of the church, and the Lord of all; he doth reserve 
unto his own unrevealed will the extension of that 
righteousness which in Christ is stored up, unto 
as many as he pleaseth, unto no one if he pleaseth. 
The glory of his creative and redemptive power, 
would have been shewn forth in the act of re¬ 
deeming that portion of the created substance 
which Christ had assumed into his own persona¬ 
lity; but the glory of his grace would not thus 
have been manifested, if, without applying the 
benefit unto another creature, he had merely lifted 
up Christ, and in him reigned and ruled over all. 
To shew forth his grace, therefore, in great mag¬ 
nificence, he, according to the good pleasure of 
his will, according to the riches of his grace, 
according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself (Eph. i.), did graciously re¬ 
solve to apply the benefits of Christ's death unto 
a chosen portion of the human race. But reserving, 
in the mystery of his own unrevealed and incom¬ 
prehensible essence, the number and the indivi¬ 
dual persons of the elect, he instituted the mi¬ 
nistry of reconciliation which we fill, and com¬ 
manded it to be preached unto every creature: 
“ That God is in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. And now we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us ; we pray you 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.” But 
while we preach reconciliation accomplished be- 
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tween Qod and a wicked world, and )shew forth 
the wonders of God’s lore, and mercy in the hu¬ 
miliation of his Son; we preach this, not as the 
complete message of God, which is . able to per*; 
foot the salvation of a sinner, because we declare 
at the same time, that no one can come unto 
Christ; except the Father which bath seat Christ 
draw him. We preach the reconciliation in 
Christ, as mankind’s free passage s and safe con¬ 
duct unto the Father. We preach Christ’s re* 
conciliation as the removal of all lets and hin¬ 
drances which stood between God and man, in 
consequence of sin. And so w« bring die guilty 
conscience to be disburdened of its guilt, and 
the countenance of God to. be cleared from its 
clouds and wrathful frowns. To the sinner Christ 
bringeth peace; God he presenteth as full 6f 
grace; and so, my brethren, the reconciliation 
being preached, as done for the behoof of'mam- 
kind in general, mankind in general are visited 
with the glad tidings, and left without excuse, if 
they draw not near to a reconciled God. This, 
our ministry being accomplished, and you behav¬ 
ing the same, it remaineth then for you, through 
Christ’s mediation, to transact • with God; and, 
when your spirit invisible doth with the invisible 
-God transact, through the mediation of Christ, 
we are taught to declare unto you, that God will 
■manifest himself in your souls in a way which 
no tongue can tell of. Then beginneth the true 
work of effectual calling, regeneration, sanctifica¬ 
tion, and the new life, when the soul, beliering to 
have found redemption in Christ, doth cast'itself 
upon God, and .'doth receive unto itself the mam- 
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festations of his love. But this is an invisible being, 
a spiritual work. It is a life hid with Christ in 
God : it is foolishness unto the world, enthusiasm, 
empyricism, fanaticism, whereof some of the out¬ 
ward manifestations are to be seen in the subjec¬ 
tion of the flesh, and the cessation of its works; 
but whereof the glorious fulness is known only 
to the soul, which is conscious thereof. This is 
that which flows from the Father’s fountain-will, 
directly into the soul of a believer in Christ the 
Redeemer, and a believing observer of the ordi¬ 
nances of Christ, the great Head and High 
Priest of the church. Unto the edge of this sur¬ 
passing blessedness and immortal glory Christ 
bringeth you all ; and saith unto you by our 
mouth, Pass over, pass over into the enjoyment of 
God, the invisible and incomprehensible. Commit 
yourself to him—commit yourself to him in faith, 
and fearlessly. See what he hath done for you by 
me: let that be your warrant to trust him for the 
rest. Pass onward, pass forward into the abso¬ 
lute and unrevealed will of God. And thus all the 
virtue of Christ’s work, and all the virtue of the 
preaching of it, amounteth unto this, of shewing 
the intelligent creation what grace there is in 
God, and counteracting all murmurings which 
might have come from the inheritance of a fallen 
nature ; yea, not only counteracting, but through 
the Fall presenting the universal grace of God in 
his Son, and there leaving us suspended upon 
that gracious will, that absolute will of God in 
Christ, revealed to be gracious. The end of 
the revealed Godhead is to draw us to worship, 
and to have intercourse with, the unrevealed 
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Godhead. The revealed Godhead standing in 
the person of the Son, being, verily, no more 
titan God’s appeal unto the comprehension of bis 
oreatures, unto that part of his creature man 
which holdeth of the visible, in order that the spi¬ 
ritual part, which holdeth not of the visible, may 
have to do with the unrevealed Godhead stand¬ 
ing hidden in the person of the Father. And 
Redemption ended where Election beginneth. 
Redemption is no more than the porch which 
introduceth unto the temple of election. It ap¬ 
pertained, therefore, unto the Father, and to 
him alone, to seal a soul which Christ hath re¬ 
deemed. 

Having made known unto you these two 
great truths how Christ’s reconciliation between 
your sinful substance and the Godhead, hath 
been produced; and that this the Father hath 
done, in order to bring you unto the acknow¬ 
ledgment of his right and sovereignty in you; 
I leave you there to transact for yourselves with 
the Father. It is vain to ask bow the election of 
the Father proceeded. If I could tell how, if 
it depended on any conditions which man can 
apprehend, then the very end of it would be 
destroyed: it would come under the visible, the 
comprehensible, the revealed; under which, if 
all were brought that concerned us, then I ask, 
what would remain to bind us to the invisible ? 
The redemption is comprehensible and visible, 
and applicable in common, to the very end that 
the election may be invisible, incomprehensible, 
and revealed only to the person of de indi¬ 
vidual. With the same diligence wid which we 


Digitized by 



clxxxviii(i4o) in. conclusion : 

preach the redemption to be the common privi¬ 
lege of mankind, we preach the election to be the 
special communication of the Father unto indivi¬ 
dual souls: and this is religion, this is godliness, 
even such communication and intercourse between 
the spirit and the Father of spirits. Revelation 
i6 not religion, but revelation is unto religion. 
The church is not salvation, but the church is 
unto salvation. To the end, therefore, of hanging 
and suspending the whole creation from his 
will, through the mediation of Christ, the Fa¬ 
ther hath limited the salvation unto a portion 
of mankind, while he hath made the reconci¬ 
liation common to them all. If he had made the 
salvation likewise universal, then there would have 
been nothing left with himself: the creature would 
have ascribed its salvation unto the revealed God¬ 
head alone, and would never have known nor ac¬ 
knowledged an unrevealed Godhead, which is the 
beginning and the end of all worship. But, as it 
now is, we know God in Christ, and knowing 
what is revealed in him, we commit ourselves to 
him in faith ; and through faith, we receive from 
the trusted Father the seal of the Holy Ghost. 
Redemption, therefore, by Christ,—I say it again. 
Redemption by Christ is only the stepping-stone 
unto faith in the electing Father; and through 
that faith in one unknown, at least in that part 
of his will which is unknown, through such 
honour of the invisible Godhead we receive the 
seal of the Holy Ghost, or the impartation and 
communication of the gift which the Father hath 
kept in his own power. 

The gift of the Holy Ghost is the communica- 
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tionfo ithe individual of the electing) lov& of. Gedt 
nhto Ikie 'soul: in particular, asthe' work; of Christ 
in flesh is the; gift of reconciliation' unto the world 
in general. The work of the Spirit is > not'the 
mere reconciliation; but it is that which God 
thereto addeth of his special and electing grace; 
the fruit of pure faith in the unrevealed will of 
God. The work' of'Christ holdeth as'much df 
knowledge as it doth of faith :• 1 mean the wbrk 
whioh -he wrought in< the'flesh, and whieh^is'vt^ 
uofdedinthe word of God. Thid must be known 
before it can. be revealed. It is faith resting upon 
knowledge. But the fsith wbicfris followed by 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, is a faith wtioHy upod 
the invisible. Itis the faith of a> promote; and,to 
all human appearance, an impossibility, that God 
can 'create in us a new nature, diverse from and 
opposite to the old. This is the Work whioh gives 
individuality and personality to. a- man. This 'iS 
the-work which exalts and dignifies a man ; a 
work onto which no other man can help him,'—and 
I may say, not the whole church, nor the written 
-word, nor Christ the crucified, but the Father 
only. And in this way, all Christ’s work in the 
flesh doth but honour the invisible Father the 
more, bringing all the benefits of his passion and 
'death to weigh and poise the world back into its 
'places of dependency from the invisible throne. 
Christ in the flesh is the great example of faith 
upon the invisible Father, as he is likewise the 
great example of faith rewarded with the fulness 
of the Holy Ghost. He lived by faith, even'as 
we do live by faith. Now, because Christ )dkL 
thus'glorify the Father, and, wherever his Gospel 
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is proclaimed, doth glorify the Father: therefore 
the Father glorifieth Christ, the risen Christ, the 
ruling Christ, by giving unto him power to com¬ 
municate of his victory over the devil, the world, 
and the flesh, unto as many as the Father pleaseth, 
unto all those who, receiving the reconciliation at 
the hands of the Peace-maker, have, in the faith 
of the promise, cast themselves upon the gracious 
Father. “ To them that received him, gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on' his name; which are born not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” The invisible Father, 
I say, doth glorify his risen Son, doth glorify the 
manhood of his risen Son, by appointing and or¬ 
daining that the regeneration, sanctification, and 
salvation of his elect ones should proceed through 
the risen man Jesus Christ, unto and upon all 
who believe in the reconciliation wrought in Jesus 
Christ, while tabernacling in flesh, and wrestling 
with its infirmities. Therefore is Christ the Head 
of the church, by power communicated to him 
at his resurrection, as he is Head of the creation, 
by virtue of his holy life, meritorious death, and 
incorrupt resurrection. All that the Father hath 
given unto him he feedeth with a rod of love, and 
bringeth with a rod of power out of the prison- 
house of the grave.—And how then doth Christ 
communicate of this power which he hath re¬ 
ceived ? Doth he do over again in our flesh what 
he did in his own ? No verily. His own flesh he 
sanctified, ours he doth never sanctify until the 
resurrection. Sin never dwelt in his flesh, so as 
to prevail over the holiness which was in him. 
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But this cannot be said of men; no, not of the 
greatest saints; in whom there is an original and 
an actual sin, for which they shall see. corruption^ 
What is it then which Christ bestoweth ? As 
Adam did not communicate unto Cain his unfallen, 
but his fallen likeness, so doth Christ not commu* 
nicate unto his children the likeness of bishumility, 
but the likeness of his power. He regenerateth not 
by power antecedent, but posterior, to his resurt 
rection. The new man therefore is after the likeness 
of the risen Christ, inheritor of his joy, of his power, 
and of his glory. And thus the regenerate have a 
double image; in the flesh, bearing the image of the 
earthly; in the spirit, bearing the Spirit of the 
Heavenly Adam;—as to the former, holding of the 
curse; as to the latter, holding of the blessing;— 
as to the former, holding of the cross; as to the latter, 
holding of the resurrection. But because Christ 
is greater than all, and because he is ruling in the 
church for the Father, we know that the child 
of Christ, which is born by regeneration of the 
Holy Ghost in us, is stronger and mightier, and 
able to subdue and subject the child of Adam, 
which we have by generation, though upholden 
by the devil, the world, and the flesh.—Christ’s 
life in the flesh was a life of law-keeping; and 
because he kept the law, he arose into a life which 
knoweth no law, but is of all things the living 
law; and of this life it is, that he doth communi* 
cate unto us. The Holy Spirit, taking possession 
of us, and making his habitation in us, doth re¬ 
veal unto us power from on high; whereby we are 
able to put to death the rebel flesh, and so be 
done with the condemning law; for when the flesh 
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is dead, the law hath no more to say. The exe¬ 
cutioner is satisfied, when the traitor is lyingdead 
at his feet. And thus the Spirit of Christ doth 
satisfy the Law, and make it honourable, by quell¬ 
ing and killing the guilty body of sin and death. 
This is the way that Christ makes the Law honour¬ 
able in us now, by putting down, and suppress¬ 
ing that rebel flesh which ever riseth in mutiny 
against the Law: and there the Lawstandeth in its 
iron-crested pride, satisfied the meanwhile to have 
made clean work with the rebels, but awaiting 
still the higher satisfaction of serving God as the 
rule of flesh and blood, the guide, the blessing 
thereof; no longer its oppressor, its imprisoner, 
and its murderer. This was not the condition 
of Christ's flesh, which the Spirit enabled to 
keep the Law, and to fulfil all righteousness: so 
that, though obnoxious to sin, it never sinned; 
and though obnoxious to death, like other flesh, 
it did not see corruption, which is the work of 
death. As sin tried him always, but could pre¬ 
vail over him never, the Spirit ever enabling his 
soul to reject it; so death took him, but could not 
prevail over him, that he should see corruption, 
the Spirit interposing and raising him to see glory. 
But we both sin with our flesh, and our flesh, 
so long as it liveth, cannot cease from sin; and 
when we die, our flesh shall see corruption, be¬ 
cause it hath sinned. The only possibility of righ¬ 
teousness therefore, in this fallen, sinful creature, 
is by a premature death, so to speak ; and this is 
what the Spirit accomplisheth, enabling us, as it 
were, with our own hand to slay, not our child, but 
our very self; and in slay ing ourself to slay our 
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children 1 also* so ■ that they shell be bom> holy, and 
baptized as it were in our baptism. Mystery most 
profound, mystery most fruitful, which hath heen 
to me the consolation of many unknown, and un¬ 
utterable wringings of the heart! 

This power which Christ hath to change thp 
very being of the living man, and as it were to 
Strike a mighty power to the extremities of the 
living flesh, is shewn unto us by the triumphant 
debate which be made with the powers camped 
in his flesh, and waging war therein; paralyzing 
them, defeating them, destroying them; and, be* 
ing so, what remaineth that he cannot do ? Is he 
not able, is he not much more able, being glori- 
fled, to beat back, and astonish, and freeze into 
death, those powers of the devil, the world, and 
the flesh, that are camped in you and me? Verily, 
verily, as he hath suffered in the flesh himself, he 
can arm us with the same mind, that we, suffer¬ 
ing in the flesh, 1 may cease from sin. So can he 
bring us into death, as he brought himself into 
death; and so are we crucified with him. And 
we are buried with him; and so our bodies, which 
could not be united with him in this life, are unit¬ 
ed with him by death, and rest in this grave until 
the resurrection* But this mortification of the 
old man, this putting off of his corruptions and 
lusts, is not the whole of the Spirit’s work, pro¬ 
ceeding from the risen Christ. Yea, I may say, it 
is only the preparation for his work, only the death 
and burial unto a resurrection; for we rise with 
Christ to newness of life, we are planted in the 
likeness of his death, only that we may be in the 
likeness of his resurrection. 1 The body, every 
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member of the body, is not only separated from 
being the members of the harlot flesh, but is be¬ 
trothed and wedded unto the risen body of Christ. 
Therefore the Spirit killeth only to make alive. 
If he sendeth the chill touch of death throughout 
the bounds of flesh and blood, it is but that he 
may send the touch of life through the bounds of 
flesh and blood. He begetteth a life from the 
dead, in every regenerate man; and where his 
work is, there is not only the agonies of dying 
flesh, and the shudder of death, but there is the 
thrill of life, of immortal life, and the power of 
an irresistible holiness, and the security of an in¬ 
violable peace, and the brightness of an inde¬ 
structible joy. This change in the spirit of our 
mind, this prevalency of the risen powers of crea¬ 
tion in Christ’s hand, wielded over the powers of 
the fallen creation, resting still in Satan’s wither¬ 
ed hand, is the manifestation of the Father’s 
electing love, in the heart of every chosen one. 
And can the man, who this possesseth, be igno¬ 
rant that he possesseth it? and must he go and 
try its measure by the Ten Commandments ? Out 
upon such an idle tale ! The man who hath re¬ 
ceived this baptism of the Holy Ghost, is a man 
invested with the holiness of a priest, and with 
the power of a king, and with the knowledge of 
a prophet. Light is the habitation of his soul; 
he dwelleth in light; he is in the light. He is 
holy, as saith the Apostle, and cannot sin, be¬ 
cause he is born of God. The flesh, by reason 
of unbelief and traffic with the law, may awake 
and sin, yea and attain unto such a prurient 
lustfulness, as that i 1 may be necessary for the 
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church to give such an one to Satan, for the 
destruction of the flesh, that his Spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord: and such an one 
may be brought into deep waters; and great 
straits, and doubts, and perplexities may beset 
him round: but whence are these doubts ? from 
the devil. And why hath the devil power against 
him ? Because he believeth not that Christ hath 
bruised his head. How shall such an one be 
delivered ? By doing for him what I have now 
been attempting; even by shewing him the com¬ 
mon reconciliation, and so leading him onwards 
into the knowledge, or rather the mystery, of 
God’s election, and of the Spirit’s procession 
through Christ to work in him the death unto 
sm, and the resurrection unto holiness. 
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SERMON [III]. 

THE PREPARATION FOR, AND THE VERY ACT OF, THE 
INCARNATION OF CHRIST 


JOHNi. 14. 

And the Word was made flesh. 

Dearly beloved brethren, from what I have 
taught you of late, that the humiliation of Christ, 
in the flesh, is only a part of the revelation of the 
word of god; and, as it were, one scene in the 
great act of the Son, who devoted himself from 
everlasting to the work of manifesting the grace 
of God, by taking upon him the nature of fallen 
sinners; I would not have you to infer that I do 
thereby undervalue the veiled and suffering hu¬ 
manity of the Lord, as a most necessary part in 
that whole, to the comprehension of which I would 
endeavour to enlarge your mind. The manifesta¬ 
tion of the Son of God, in flesh, fulfilled all that went 
before in the promises and revelations of God, and 
prepared the way for all that followed after; but 
it was not that which went before, nor was it that 
which followed after. The covenant with Abraham 
is something, and the Mosaic economy is some¬ 
thing, and the present dispensation of the Spirit is 
something, and the glorious age that is to come is 
something; each bearing relations most important 
to, and mainly depending upon, the humiliation 
and fleshly tabernacle of Christ; incomplete with- 
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oat it, and to bo diligently studied in connexion 
therewith, but not to be set aside nor superseded 
by the single contemplation of that mystery which 
is only a stage in the great progression of the 
world’s redemption. Christ in flesh embodied in 
himself, and personified, every rite and ordinance, 
type and symbol, of the former dispensation, winch 
stood in carnal observances. His human soul was 
the living law, his body was the living temple, 
his flesh was the living sacrifice, which when he 
offered upon the cross the law was fulfilled, the 
sacredness of the temple was profaned, the sin* 
offering was made to cease, and the former dis¬ 
pensation had attained its end of righteousness, 
and was finished, as having completed the purpose 
of God in its construction. The Jerusalem on 
e&rth had served her purpose when she had 
brought forth Christ. She was his mother, ac- 
cording to the flesh; and having rejected the holy 
child Jesus, in whom she held all the promises, 
and out of whom she bad no title to any, the least, 
privilege, Bhe was east out, aud hath continued 
vagabond since, without king, or priest, or sceptre, 
or land, or settled habitation. And this is one 
great end of the Incarnation, to complete the fleshly 
temple, which was then beginning aad building 
up of Christ, and of which Christ was the chief 
corner-stone, as he is also to be brought out, with 
strength, as the chief comer-stone of the spiritual 
temple, which at present is building up. 

: The ceremonial part of the former dispensation 
was, as it were, the rudiments of the body of Christ, 
wfcioh is the reality of it all, even as his glorious pre- 
Mttee in the future dispensation will bet he reality 
of all that we now believe and hope for in the Spirit. 

[k] n 
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—The temple, in all its parts, was but the symbol 
of his holy human nature; and the word of Jehovah 
who dwelt in the temple, and gave his oracles there, 
was but the presentiment of the fulness of the 
Godhead which was to dwell in him bodily.—The 
common court of Israel, where the nation might 
assemble, and in whose precincts the daily sacrifice 
was offered, with its morning and evening prayer, 
was the emblem of that communion and converse 
which he carried on in the presence of all the 
Jewish people (for he was “ a Minister of the 
Circumcision”) who came to him, in the days 
of his flesh, offering their prayers for every want, 
affliction, and distress, which he remedied; and 
in whose sight, also, he offered the paschal 
lamb, the great atonement-sacrifice, which for 
ever perfected all that are sanctified.—The holy 
place, in which was the candlestick and the shew- 
bread, the two great symbols of light and life, was 
the emblem of that more close and internal con¬ 
verse to which he admitted his faithful disciples 
and elected ones, “ the royal priesthood and people 
for a possession,” with whom almost every dis¬ 
course he held, as it is recorded in John, doth 
proceed upon his office as the light and life of 
man.—And for the holiest of all, which was the 
abode of the Godhead ; into this mysterious part 
of his being, his Divinity, few of his disciples 
were able to enter, until his flesh had been rent, 
which, so far from being the revelation, was the 
veil before the most holy, which needed to be 
rent in twain upon the cross, that by the Spirit 
we might enter into the Divinity of Christ, which 
is the abode of the Father, and our abode through 
faith; through which veil the Apostles had occa- 
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sional gUmpaes, yet could they apt wholly pene¬ 
trate the mystery, until the Spirit was given; for 
which reason it was needful that he should go 
away. And, dear brethren, it seemeth gopd to 
me to warn you, that at this time the clear insight 
into. hia Divinity appears to be departing from 
the church, whereof they hold sot the high dis- 
course, nor. shew the deep and full conviction, 
which gave such glory to the days of other times,— 
And, finally, to complete, this emblem. of r and 
preparation for, the Incarnation; as there was.a 
count for the Gentiles, where they might behpld, 
though at a distance, and witness the going ia and 
out, and bear as it were the rumour pf the bply 
tilings, so our Lord might not, while incarnate, 
nor his .ministers, profane the children’s bread, by 
giving it unto the. dogs, though he refused.potto 
feodithem with the crumbs, and to encourage 
.with the hope, of a speedy admission into the 
holiest place. So that our Lord’s flesh was 
the true temple, the pure .and holy temple: as,he 
said, the first time be was: revealed unto the 
people, “ Destroy this temple, and in three4ays 
•1* will raise it up again; speaking of the temple 
of his body.’! And in this, I think, consists a 
great use , of the Incarnation,—to interpret the 
former worship, and realize all iteshadows; to.fill 
with, meaning all its words, and all its ordinances 
.with 1 power. In this sense the Inoarnation was 
the perfection and accomplishment of religion to 
thet Jew; but <to the Christian in this sense it is 
oftar.very secondary use, because upon the cross 
that fleshly tabernacle was rent, and with it that 
Whole: dispensation passed away, whereof it 
was: the? living; realtor whiph had taken life , for 
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the very end of being crucified and slain, and 
carrying flesh to the grave, and with it all fleshly 
ordinances : now, when the reality ceased, surely 
much more did this shadow cease. 

This leadeth us to observe a second, and yet 
more ancient, intimation and introduction of the 
Incarnation, contained in the institution of sacri¬ 
fices ; and a second use of the Incarnation, that 
thereby he might become the true, the only real, 
sacrifice. His living body was the temple, his 
dead body was the sacrifice. From the first cre¬ 
ation of man, the word of God unto his creature 
was, “ In the day thou eatest thereof thou shall 
surely die.” And that the creature died not in 
the day that he ate thereof, is the greatest mystery 
upon record. Let any man unfold to me why man 
died not when he disobeyed the commandment, 
which said, Thou shalt die when thou dost train- 
gress. In the very staying of that word of God, 
we, who have been enlightened in the nature of 
sin, can discover the mystery of the Godhead. It 
is nothing to say, that from thenceforth, in the 
word of God, it hath been a constant manner of 
his to threaten and not perform. That doth only 
magnify and multiply the difficulty. WhyahMy* 
threatening, and always withholding? What mean- 
eth this recession and shrinking in the Divine 
mind; in the True One; in the Almighty; i» 
the Unchangeable ; in the Creator of the stedfinst 
world? He who hath put all things under such 
invariable laws and ordinances, doth himself only 
change and fluctuate! This, the character of the 
first threatening and every succeeding one, hathex- 
planation only by the separation of the personality 
of the word. The holy will of God declared! its 
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holy purpose of justice add righteousness; the 
word refiiseth not to declare it, but addeth thereto 
words of grade and mercy. Whence come these? 
From his own independent being and self-existence; 
from his^ own unconstrained love; from his ever¬ 
lasting dedication of himself to redeem/us: whioh 
though the Father was well pleased withal, yet did 
he continually declare* his holiness, and execute 
it also ; which tAe Ubn/feiled not to declare, adding 
thereto the declaration of mdrcy and hope descend¬ 
ing through the channel of his mediation, by virtue 
of his own free-will offering of himself. But that 
man might know, that the cunse of death still de-» 
pended over him*—and that a death by violence, by 
slaying—sacrifice was instituted, and became uni¬ 
versal upon the earth; and that the sacrifice by 
blood, not the offering of first-fruits merely. Tim 
offering of firet-fraits was a confession that he held 
the earth ofGed’s mercy; but this was not enough; 
he must offer blood, in order to shew that he held 
life also of God’s mercy; that life was yet to be re¬ 
quired, aad*thel curse yet to be accomplished; the 
foH curse*—as it is Written, “ In the day thou eatest 
thereof, thoii sbalt surely die: ” that is, That human 
nature; wrapt up in thee, shall die: human nature 
in its perfection and completeness shall die: thou; 
sinful Adam, art not now worthy to be the sa¬ 
crifice: another Adam, sinless mid spotless, of 
whom thou, O man, art the type, and thou, O 
woman, the mother, shall die, to purchase life 
for himself and' for all who are chosen, in him, 
to suffer with him and to live with him. And 
to the end of symbolizing this great truth, and 
preserving it m an ordinance for ever, sacrifice 
was appointed. For, brethren, I hold with the old 
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school of divines, in believing that sacrifice was 
in the world from the Fall, because it is the first 
act which is recorded after the Fall; and that it 
contained in itself a threefold use—first, the de¬ 
claration of sin ; secondly, the signification that 
by blood the guilt of sin was to be cleansed away; 
and thirdly, that by fire the purification of all which 
sin had defiled was to be accomplished. The sub¬ 
stance of which symbol Cain did deny, and so des¬ 
pised and desecrated the ordinance of God; where¬ 
fore God forsook him, and he became a murderer 
and a vagabond upon the earth, the proto-apostate 
from the church, as Abel was the proto-martyr. 
For it is the way of the Lord to come swiftly in 
judgment upon the first breach of any ordinance: 
as we see in Corah’s rebellion, in Achan’s trans¬ 
gression, and in Ananias’s lying unto the HolySpirit: 
by which swift vengeance I am the more convinced 
that sacrifice was an ordinance of God from the 
beginning: in the observance of which, Noah took 
possession of the earth by sacrifice; and Abraham 
took possession of the promise by a more clear 
and significant sacrifice of his own son, which 
was done in spirit, though not in the very act; 
and the children of Israel took possession of the 
land, and kept possession of it, in the daily ofleTine 
up, evening and morning, of a sacrifice, and an¬ 
nually on the day of atonement; and, as Paul well 
concludes, “ almost every thing under the Law 
was purified with blood, and without Bhedding of 
blood there is no remission.” Whereby it was 
always signified that every national, and personal, 
and natural blessing, the people of God, yea, the 
whole world (for Adam and Noah were the fathers of 
all), did hold only in the anticipation of that great 
sacrifice of his body which the Son of God had 
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provided from all eternity, when he said, “ Sacri¬ 
fice and burnt-offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body hast thou provided me: ” or, in other words, 
that from the fall man was possessed of nothing in 
his own right, no, not of his own life, but held every 
thing in the right of that woman’s Seed which was 
promised to our first parents, and of that atone¬ 
ment, or satisfaction, or purchase, or redemption, 
which he was to offer up; in the expectation 
of which the very world had its being preserved, 
and was peopled with animation, with spiritual 
promises enriched, and with a dispensation of 
grace and of glory over-canopied. But if there 
were no spiritual guilt, why be at such endless 
pains to translate it into sensual signification ? 
What mean those bloody conditions of every 
blessing, this dark foreboding of some future 
pledge and title, if so be that man stood free be¬ 
fore his Maker, clothed with rights in himself, and 
invested in his own rightful possession? Adam 
and Abel and Enoch, Noah and Melchizedec, 
Abraham and the Patriarchs, Moses and the 
Prophets, and every one in whom any light abode, 
knew their true standing before the Lord, and 
regarded themselves but as pilgrims and so¬ 
journers, permitted to live and breathe, privileged 
to believe and hope, until He should eome who, 
in his own title of perfect and sufficient man, 
should purchase back the right and title of man to 
the earth, which had been lost by the Fall; should 
roll back the tide of sin and death which had burst 
in by that gate, opened of Satan; and gather up 
again unto himself, as the Head, those disjointed 
fragments of being, which would never have been 
disjointed and dispersed had not the first Adam 
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fallen from his high estate. For this end, there¬ 
fore, he became manifest,—not only to complete the 
typical temple, by giving it a fleshly, living reality; 
but to accomplish that redemption and reconcilia¬ 
tion of the Creator to the creature, which the ser¬ 
vice of that temple had signified; which his life 
and death did accomplish. And for this end it 
was necessary that he should be the self-existent 
Jehovah, as well as the son of man, in order that, 
by the humiliation of the former to the mortal con¬ 
ditions of the latter, he might take up the latter 
into the Divine conditions of the former; the 
Divine nature being as the golden altar upon which 
he offered the sacrifice of his human nature. 

The third great intimation and introduction of 
the Incarnation was in the prophetic dispensa¬ 
tion completed and fulfilled in Christ. By which 
I do not mean that his incarnation fulfilled all the 
prophecies which went before upon him—a mon¬ 
strous figment, which neither Jew nor Christian 
can believe, otherwise than by blinding their un¬ 
derstanding, or spiritualizing away the letter and 
substance of all the prophecies, whereof by far the 
greater part, I might say almost nine out of ten, 
remain to be completely accomplished in his 
second coming;—but I mean what Daniel ex¬ 
pressed, “to seal up the vision and theprophecy 
which he did by becoming the Prophet andTeacher 
of his church. In connexion with the primitive 
dispensation of sacrifice, and the primitive wor¬ 
ship, which were embodied into a national form 
by the Mosaical economy, there was also a dis¬ 
pensation of word or prophecy; which is revelation, 
properly so called ; being, as it were, the voice of 
the universal reason speaking to the reason of man 
from the body of those visible ordinances which 
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stood before his sense. For there never was an 
ordinance or institution without a word of prophecy 
which portended that the great Prophet would come 
when the substance of these shadows should come. 
Therefore Noah was a prophet, and Abraham, 
and Moses, and David, and every one who had 
any hand in the building up of God’s worship and 
the preservation of his laws; and when the race 
of priests was reserved for the family of Levi, a 
race of prophets was raised up of all tribes, as it 
pleased the word of God to visit them: who were 
the interpreters of Providence, the denouncers 
of wickedness, the guardians of the moral law, 
and, in short, the preachers of spiritual righteous¬ 
ness. As the priests waited upon the temple, and 
were, so to speak, the body-servants of Christ; 
so the prophets wauted upon the word of Christ, 
and were the forerunners and messengers of his 
counsels—not those who sat in council with him; 
for who hath been his counsellor? the Child that 
was to be born, his name was to be called the 
counsellor —butthe messengers of his counsels, 
his forerunners, who warned the nations what and 
what manner of person He was to be whose goings 
. forth had been from everlasting. When the Word 
became incarnate, this dispensation also came to 
an end; as the planets disappear at the rising of 
the sun, or as the ambassadors fall into the train 
of servants upon the appearance of their king and 
lord. When it is said, that “ the Word became 
flesh,” it is not meant merely that he became body, 
but that he became also a reasonable human soul, 
shewing to our body its perfect holiness, and to 
our mind its perfect holiness. He was the clear 
and bright intelligence, the consummate wisdom, 
the pure reason, the perfect righteousness of man. 
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as well as the outward and undefiled, the holy 
and harmless body of man. Now, this is what is 
meant when we say he was our Prophet: that there 
is nothing, within the compass of human reason 
and power, which he possessed not, and which he 
declared not. With respect to the sciences and arts 
which concern the visible world, and enter by the 
sense, our Lord possessed them, as Adam did, by in¬ 
stinct; wherefore all elements obeyed him: but he 
revealed them not to his people, because they help 
not, neither are congenial to, that spiritual dispen¬ 
sation devoid of outward power which his incar¬ 
nation ushered in; but they are outstanding to the 
hope of his people, when he shall come, clothed with 
power, to bring them into the possession of the 
earth with sacerdotal and royal state; as hereto¬ 
fore Adam had possession of the garden of Eden— 
happy type of this purified world! But of the spi¬ 
ritual and invisible he revealed the perfect consum¬ 
mation ; and nothing hath been, nor can be, added 
thereto. And, observe you, when he afterwards ap¬ 
peared unto John in Patmos, to make known the 
glory of his coming kingdom, he appeared in person, 
and did not by his Spirit inspire, but came and gave 
that which God had given unto him ; wherefore it 
is entitled, “ the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave him.” And be it further observed con¬ 
cerning this Revelation, that it was given in his 
character of our risen High Priest, not of incar¬ 
nate Prophet; for the reason, that his priesthood 
was not entered into till after his death, when 
he ascended up on high ; nor the power given 
into his hand over heaven and earth. And not before 
the beginning of that book styleth he himself the 
Prince of the kings of the earth. Which book of the 
Revelation is the successive acts of his Father, in 
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putting all enemies under his feet, before bringing 
him in glory into the earth. Since his resurrec¬ 
tion, Christ hath become not only the Head of his 
church on earth, but the Ruler of the nations; and 
that book of the Apocalypse is nbthing else than 
the acts of Christ, the eternal King, immortal and 
invisible, the only living and true God. With 
respect to the writings of the Apostles which are 
preserved, and their infinite discourses which are 
not preserved, they were the seeds which the 
Incarnate Word had sown in their hearts, ripened 
by the Spirit, who was promised to bring all 
things to their remembrance. And this is ma¬ 
nifest from the continual appeal of the Apostles 
to the Prophets when discoursing with the Jews, 
and, doubtless, to the very words of the Lord 
when discoursing to the believers. Nay, but 
what else are the Gospels than the record of 
Jesus, which these Apostles were wont to give in 
all their ministrations? Whence it came to pass, 
that when Paul was called to the Apostolic office 
he received instructions directly from the Lord 
himself, and resteth his authority as an Apostle 
upon that foundation. The Spirit ripened the 
spiritual seed which the Son of Man had sown; 
gave at Pentecost the first-fruits ; and is yet to give 
the latter rain upon the earth: after which cometh 
the harvest. And believe what I am now to say, 
brethren; that there are in this book of God’s 
holy word more seed still unquickened than hath 
yet quickened in all the commentaries of the 
church, or been accomplished in the providence of 
God; and which shall quicken in the fulness of 
the times. It is in this office of the Prophet that 
he becomes the object of all faith, is the wisdom 
of his church, is both the sower and the seed which 
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is sown, the householder and the treasure from 
which the stewards and the household are supplied 
with their food ; “ for it is of his fulness that we 
all receive, and grace for grace.” And of Him, in 
this office, the Prophets were the continual admo- 
nitors and heralds of his coming: as it is written, 
“ The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.” 

From these three intimations and indications of 
Messiah, contained in the Sacrifices, in the Le- 
vitical Priesthood, and the Prophetic Vocation, it 
is manifest that there will be found many mysteries 
in the person of the man Christ Jesus; though in 
respect to these his various offices, as Sacrifice, 
High Priest, and Prophet, there be no more doubt 
than that the sun shineth in the heavens and giveth 
light unto the earth. Into the mystery, for ex¬ 
ample, of the union between the Divine and hu¬ 
man nature, it is hard to enter; and those who 
have dared it too far, have most frequently lost 
themselves in error. It is revealed that his body 
was created by the power of the Holy Ghost 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, that he might 
be the woman’s Seed, according to the promise. 
He grew in wisdom as he grew in years, like any 
other child; though he was from the womb the 
very Word of God, which had created the heavens 
and the earth, and spoken by the mouth of all the 
Prophets; who was conscious of the eternity of 
his being, and of the blessedness thereof, before 
the world was. And he was obedient to the Law, 
in its letter and in its spirit; and he made the word 
of God his meditation, as we do ; and he lived by 
faith upon it, as do all his people. He prayed, and 
was strengthened by prayer, as we are: he was 
afflicted with all our afflictions, and tried with all 
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our trials, and was sustained by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, even as we. For we are not to sup¬ 
pose, with the early heretics, that his body was 
only an appearance, or illusion, but a real mani¬ 
festation of the Second Person of the blessed Tri¬ 
nity as man. He was not the only begotten in 
the bosom of the Father, at the same time that 
he was the Messiah on earth; but he was the 
only begotten, come out of the bosom of the Fa¬ 
ther, in order to become the Messiah upon earth. 
The Word had been revealed in the universal crea¬ 
tion once, but now He is to be revealed in the indi¬ 
vidual man. In the former work, the individual was 
seen in the universal; in the latter, the universal 
is to be revealed in the individual, and gathered 
into him. It was a high honour put upon human 
nature; but it was for a very high object; which 
we know only in part, and which will doubtless 
illustrate the being and glory of the Godhead more 
than the creation of the heavens and the earth. 
No wonder that the Word of God, foreseeing this 
great act of his incarnation, should speak of it 
by the mouth of all his prophets: for it is a 
singular act, whose extraordinary wonderfulness 
shall reach through all eternity. No wonder that 
the rumour of it came before, nor that sacrifice 
should be instituted to signify it, and the taber¬ 
nacle to witness it, and the temple to confirm it, 
and the whole Jewish state to be, as it were, the 
womb of this great conception; in the foresight 
of which the Prophet bursteth forth so sublimely : 
“ For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Fa¬ 
ther, the Prince of Peace.” He was anointed to his 
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holy office by the Spirit in the form of a dove; and 
declared to be the Son of God, whom the people 
were to hear. And it was by the Spirit that 
he was led into temptation; and it was by the 
Spirit that the man Jesus Christ prevailed. What¬ 
ever power he might possess otherwise, it is cer¬ 
tain he prevailed against Satan by that word 
and Spirit by which we are to prevail. He was 
travelling in the valley of humility; and it was 
no pretence of doing so, but it was so. He was 
emptied: he did not seem to be emptied, but he 
was so. And he preached by the Holy Spirit, 
which was upon him, and with which he had been 
anointed. And in the power of the Holy Spirit 
he went about doing good, and healing them that ( 
were possessed “ with the devil.” And the Chief 
Shepherd of the sheep offered himself by the 
eternal Spirit. And he was justified in the Spirit, 
by the resurrection from the dead.—So that in 
very deed, and in very truth, he was the man 
Christ Jesus, the Son of man, the Second Adam; 
who hath now joined the human nature to the Di¬ 
vine, and is become a quickening Spirit; baptiz¬ 
ing with the Holy Spirit all who believe in his 
name, and receive him as the Prophet of God; be¬ 
stowing the regeneration of the Holy Ghost, the 
fellowship of his Priesthood, and the inheritanceof 
his glorious Kingdom. Without, therefore, ad¬ 
venturing into that subtle speculation in which sc 
many of the early heretics lost themselves, 1 i 
would rather proceed humbly, with the holy Scrip- I 
tures in my hand, to set forth in order the work | 
of the humiliation and ministry of Christ Jesus 
in the flesh: which I conceive to be of the last 
importance in this argument of the Incarnation; 
being, in truth, both the meritorious and prevail- 
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ing cause of our justification before God, and the 
great example to every chHd of the Holy Spirit— 
that is, to every member of his church. From the 
day of his baptism until the day of his death 1 
conceive that he sustained the very trials, and 
achieved the very victories, into the fellowship of 
which we are called from the day of our baptism 
to the day of our death, and into the actual fellow¬ 
ship of which we enter from the day of our regene¬ 
ration by the Holy Spirit, until we are delivered 
from this body of sin and death, under which we, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, do groan. 

And yet 1 approach this subject with a certain 
awe, which nothing can overcome, save the neces¬ 
sity, to the establishment of the church, that yon 
should be well acquainted with your great Proto¬ 
type, the Author and Finisher of your faith: for the 
mystery of it is very great. I confess that it has 
been a relief to me to look at it under die veil of the 
Levitical dispensation; and 1 tremble to approach 
the confines of the naked sufferings of the Lord. 
For he condescended to dwell in concert and com¬ 
munion with flesh; to look up through fleshly eyes; 
by fleshly senses to converse with the great wick¬ 
edness of the earth; and through die faculties of 
the human soul to commune with every impious, 
ungodly, and blasphemous chamber of the fallen 
intellect and feeling of men. Whereof, brethren, 
the condescension overcometh me: I cannot attain 
unto the understanding of it. For the Divine 
and Almighty Creator to empty himself of him¬ 
self, to take the limitation of a creature, and bind 
himself under the appointed law of the action and 
suffering thereof, is very wonderful; but for the 
Holy Creator, the thrice-holy One, by dwelling 
therein, to bring himself into actual communica- 
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tion with, real sense of, and sympathy in, all the 
wickedness of this world, passeth all humiliation 
which can be conceived. That his Divine nature 
should suffer such contradiction of sinners as 
he endured, and bear such limitations of power; 
should endure such a pressure of iniquity as his 
human nature, his sin-bearing body, brought him 
into the sense, feeling, bondage, and suffering of; 
is the depth of the mystery of godliness. And 
herein consisteth the greatness of his love in 
enduring, the greatness of his Father’s love in 
giving him up to endure, our nature. It is Dot 
in the kind of life or kind of death ; it is in the life 
and the death of the Man-God that we are to find 
the great merit of the love. The humiliation was 
the sacrifice; the becoming man, the being made 
Jlesh. For the rest, it is only, as it were, the wise 
adaptation of the act to something past and to 
something future: the act itself is that in which 
the marvel lies. The Gospels of his human life 
are of great value, as containing the ratification 
and fulfilment of the former covenant, as laying out 
the platform and scheme of the new covenant or 
spiritual dispensation, and presenting us with the 
pattern of the perfect man before the Lord ; but 
it is the fourth Gospel, that of St. John, as com¬ 
mented upon and broadly illustrated in St. Paul's 
Epistles, which makes us familiar with the 
fulness of the Godhead manifested in him bodilv. 

W 

And here I must declare, that I love not the carnal 
estimate of Christ’s visible sufferings as a man, and 
of his death as a man, save only as they give heart 
to his disciples passing through the same scenes 
of trial, and shew us the reality of his passive 
manhood. But as the measure of what all his 
elect would have had to suffer through all eternity. 
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and a set-off against this, in the way of barter or 
exchange, I must confess it appears to me to be a 
poor, petty, dishonourable, insufficient view of the 
matter, which the thinnest-witted Socinian will 
blow to atoms by a breath. The whole act of the In¬ 
carnation is a mystery to the fleshly man, and ought 
not to be debased down to bis fleshly sympathies^ 
It is the basest part of Popery to have done so, 
with their crosses and relics, and their true blood, 
true tears, and true sweat. The spiritual have 
nothing to do with such matters. Let it abide a 
mystery of love for the heart and mind, as they 
are enlightened and purified of the Holy Spirit, to 
enter into, further, and further, and still further, 
until they be separated from this spirit-clouding 
flesh and carnal mind : for it is only to be appre« 
hended according as we have Christ formed withiiv 
us by the Holy Spirit; when, not by the natural 
mind, nor the natural heart, but by the spiritual 
mind and heart, we do enter into die great mys¬ 
tery of the sufferings of the Son of God while in¬ 
carnate in a fleshly body:—as we now proceed to 
shew in this discourse, praying the Holy Spirit to 
be our guide through the deep valley, while we 
descend into those lowly abasements of being 
into which the Son of God descended for our sakes. 

Now, in considering this great subject, it 
falleth asunder before my thoughts into these two 
great divisions. 

First, All that he passed through till death, m 
the face of men. 

Secondly, All that he went through, between 
death and the resurrection* in the disembodied 
soul, by his descent into hell. 

I. Of these, theformer falls again apart into these 
three subdivisions. First, His struggle with, and 
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victory over, Satan and the evil angels;—secondly, 
over sin in human nature;—and, thirdly, over that 
confederacy of wickedness into which these two 
great co-operating causes of evil have wrought the 
world of wicked men. For these three, Satan with 
his host, sin in flesh, and sinful men confederate in 
the world, did chiefly mar the glory of God, and 
eclipse it over all this world, and over all to which 
this world, in the purpose of God, may be intended 
to administer. Besides, who knows the evil influ¬ 
ence and effects which may have been, or might 
be, brought over the unfallen hosts of heaven, by 
perceiving a world framed for holiness and excel¬ 
lence and beauty, usurped and gotten possession 
of, as it were against God’s will (though in truth by 
his permission, for far greater ends), by the prince 
of evil and apostate son of the morning ? It was 
therefore no small work to take off the eclipse which 
the Almighty had thus permitted to come upon the 
face of his glory, and to re-establish that almighti- 
ness of power which seemed to hang in doubt, 
and plant the stability of all things upon a new 
basis, by redeeming and recovering the lost world, 
and making it more glorious than ever; while the 
evil powers, which had dared to peep and to mut¬ 
ter against him, and to stir up strife anew, should 
be utterly undone, and left in everlasting passive¬ 
ness of suffering and miserable abjectness. And 
as the end to be accomplished was truly very 
great, yea, the greatest possible (creation being 
nothing so great a work as the redemption of 
creation against all power and might), so the la¬ 
bour and travail which had to be undergone for 
its accomplishment was proportionably great, yea, 
I may say, stupendously, inconceivably great. 
Into the mystery of which travail of the Son of 
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Man to accomplish the same, I would inquire, 
that we may be a little able to measure the great¬ 
ness of the achievement, by the greatness of the 
endurance in compassing it. Now, because the 
object was threefold,—to retrieve God’s glorious 
and almighty power out of the controversy and de¬ 
bate of Satan and his power; to retrieve God’s 
goodly work of man from the oppression of 
sin and death, and renew man in his image, in 
righteousness and true holiness; and to recover 
this world from that wicked confederacy of evil 
beings who have grieved and afflicted its peace, 
who have wrecked and ruined its prospects since 
the Fall;—therefore have I said that the travail of 
the Son of Man, in this great undertaking, was 
also threefold : First, in engaging with Satan and 
his host, in judging him, and destroying his works; 
secondly, in engaging with sin in flesh, and over¬ 
coming it, and condemning it; thirdly, in wrest* 
ling with the confederacy of the wicked world, 
and finally overcoming it. Into these three things 
let ns now inquire in order. 

1. The subtle devices of Satan and his angels, 
with their innumerable snares; the fierce and fiery 
assaults of spiritual might, brought forward with 
that array of angelic light and glorious appearance 
which Lucifer the son of the morning can trick him¬ 
self withal; all the mystery of deceivableness with 
which every member of Christ, and the whole 
body of Christ, hath been assaulted and overcome; 
were, there can be no doubt, combined and con¬ 
centrated against our great Covenant-Head and 
Surety during the days of his flesh. Into which 
field of spiritual warfare the spiritual only can 
enter; and they but very imperfectly; forasmuch 
as we are not now exposed defenceless, but have 
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obtained, through Christ, a shelter and a shield 
against his fiery darts, and have to deal, as it were, 
with a beaten and conquered foe, who is enraged, 
but is not empowered, against us; whereas the Son 
of man had the unhumbled conqueror to conquer, 
and the proud captor to lead captive, the possessor 
to disinherit, the strong and mighty usurper to cast 
out. A most unbridled and unrestrained com¬ 
mission that was which Satan had given to him 
against Job, whose humiliation was yet but the 
type of that which was to come in Christ; and Job 
was sore distressed for a while, but not given over 
to death: for, after he had suffered a while, God 
did recover him, restore him, and enlarge him 
exceedingly : but Satan had power against the 
Son of Man to bereave him of all comfort, and to 
eclipse his Divinity of all glory, and to spread 
the heavens with sackcloth, and to seal up every 
star, to bring him into a fearful pit of darkness 
and tribulation, and even unto the dust of death. 
He who came to destroy the works of the devil 
must be prepared against the devil’s utmost 
might: and doubt there can be none, that not 
a power in the air or in the earth, in the grave 
or in hell, but was moved, and to the uttermost 
stirred up, to tempt, and overcome, and utterly 
overwhelm the Son of God. Into which I feel 
myself wholly unable to enter, being content to 
know that the power which heretofore prevailed 
to raise rebellion in heaven, and to introduce 
death into the world, and which is nearest to 
the power of God—so near to it, yea, and, in the 
appearance of this fallen earth, so much above it, 
that the ancient heretics of the early church were 
always equalizing them; and certain apostate 
churches to this clay do worship the devil rather 
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than God;—this power, I say, of strength, and 
seduction, and cruel trial, which I can neither 
understand nor describe, I am content to know, 
and do most certainly believe, was wrestled with 
by the Son of Man during all the days of his flesh, 
and overcome, and condemned; and though for a 
while left still at large, in order to prove the election 
and shew forth the power of Christ in them, is 
soon to be restrained and imprisoned for a thousand 
years; and, after being brought up for trial, to be 
condemned, and stripped, and made passive and 
miserable for ever and ever. Which bereaving of 
spiritual wickednesses in heavenly places, as I be¬ 
lieve it to be the chief end and greatest achievement 
of the Incarnation, so I believe it to have cost the 
most fearful pains and agonies; whereof the deep- 
seated source and extreme suffering is hid from 
all but the most spiritual, and to these but very 
imperfectly revealed. If the Apostle Paul, when 
summoning the Christian soldier into the field, 
and clothing him in all his armour, doth, in order 
to put him on his guard and call forth all his 
strength, tell him that he had to wage a battle not 
with flesh and blood only, but with principalities 
and with powers, with the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, with spiritual wickednesses in high 
places; then may I well say that the Captain of 
our salvation, in whose footsteps we tread, and in 
whose all-victorious name we charge the enemy, 
did certainly wrestle not against the infirmities 
and temptations of human nature only, but against 
all the host of the high ones which are on high, 
Satan and his angels, the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, the spiritual wickednesses in high 
places. Wherefore it is written in the Colossians, 
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“ Having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in himself.” That this was one great, and indeed 
the great end of his incarnation and death, we are 
expressly assured by the Apostle to the Hebrews; 
“ Forasmuch, then, as the children were partakers 
of flesh and blood, he himself also took part of the 
same, that by death he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, which is, the devil.” 

2. The second great head of our Lord’s humiliation 
was his contest with sin in the flesh; which brings 
us properly into the regions of humanity: and 
to understand which, it is necessary to have a 
sufficient and worthy idea of the Divine Law ; for 
“ the strength of sin is the Law.” Which holy and 
just and venerable Law is become very terrible to 
a fallen creature, meeting him on every side, and 
engirdling him with a thousand deaths. Every 
commandment saith, Do this or die; and nature 
replies. But I cannot do it. Die then, saith the 
inexorable Law.—Dost thou love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and soul and strength and 
mind? No. Then die thou must.—Dost thou love 
thy neighbour as thyself? No. Then thou must 
die.—What! for one sin death ? Yea, death for the 
least transgression. And, moreover, if thou keep 
the whole law, and offend but in one point, thou 
art guilty of all.—“ The law revived and I died." 
Oh, fearful condition, into which the Fall hath 
brought mankind! an estate truly of sin and misery! 
Now, brethren, this Law, this inexorable Law, stood 
around the Son of man with its fiery points of 
death, as it standeth around every one of us. 
For he had come into humanity’s accursed region; 
and his flesh, his human nature, was as assailable 
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on every side as is oars: otherwise it had not 
been human nature. “ Forasmuch as the chil¬ 
dren were partakers of flesh and blood, he himself 
also took part of the same.”...“ In all things it 
behoved him to be made like unto his bre¬ 
thren.”.. .“ In that he himself hath suffered, being 
tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted.”..For we have not an high priest that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmi¬ 
ties, but was in all points tempted like as we are.” 
Wherefore I believe that the Son of Man was 
assailable on the side of his flesh, or human nature, 
with every temptation, with every infirmity, to 
which I or any one now hearing me is obnoxious. 
Did not Satan address the sense by its strongest 
sternest craving, when he tempted the hungered Son 
of Man to turn the stones of the wilderness into 
bread? Did he not tempt the lust of the eye, when 
he shewed him all the kingdoms of the earth, for 
the guerdon of which to worship him? And with 
what craftiness and mystery of arch-angelic deceit 
wrought he upon the faith of the Son of Man, 
when he quoted Scripture, and dared him to put 
it to the proof! Did I but say that I believed the 
Son of Man was proved and tried with all the 
proofs and trials which my human nature, and the 
human nature of every one hearing me, is or hath 
been tried withal? I should have said, that he 
was tried with every trial with which it is possible 
for human nature to be tried by the putting forth 
of all the subtlety and power of Satan. For how 
were he able to succour allgthem that have been, 
that are, or that shall be tempted, if he had not 
undergone the sum and substance of all possible 
temptation ? Therefore is it most true that he bore 
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our sicknesses and carried our sins; that “ he was 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” 

Behold, then, the Son of Man compressing with¬ 
in the short period of his prophetic office the sum- 
total of all mankind’s liability to be tempted unto 
sin: conceive every variety of human passion, 
every variety of human affection, every variety 
of human error, every variety of human wicked¬ 
ness, which hath ever been realized, or is possible 
to be realized, inherent in the humanity and com¬ 
bined against the holiness of him who was not only 
a man, but the son of man, the heir of all the infirmi¬ 
ties which man entaileth upon his children, which 
he took freely and fully upon him, all to bear; and, 
bearing all, to annihilate all; and to bring in a 
righteousness, universal as the Fall and the tempta¬ 
tion was universal: and then shall have you an idea 
of the Son of Man's oppression and load; against 
whom, thus on every side beset behind and before, 
stood up the Law, as widely comprehensive as the 
temptation, and said to him. Thou art man, very 
man, though thou be very God: as very man re¬ 
ceive thou these continual assaults; and yield to 
one of them, and thou also shalt die.—The Son of 
God die ? The Life die ? Brethren, I know it could 
not be, I know it hath not been ; but 1 am shewing 
you the proof to which the Son of God was put, 
the hideous and enormous proof to which he was 
put: for otherwise you shall neither have an ade¬ 
quate idea of the truth—the comfortable, the 
all-comforting truth—of his manhood; nor an 
adequate idea of the almighty power and infinite 
love of his Godhead. Sin had its fullest range 
against the Son of God by virtue of his being the 
Son of Man. The Law laid its full curse upon him. 
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His divinity screened him not a jot. It bore him 
through it, but it saved him not a jot. We had 
not known the power of the Divinity to contend 
with sin, otherwise than by the Incarnation. Sin 
would have seemed omnipotent, and death inevit¬ 
able, and Satan invincible; having an indefeasible 
right, an unanswerable claim, and a power never 
to be gainsayed nor to be cast out, where once they 
had got a footing. It is thus that God is glorified 
by the Godhead contending against sin in flesh, 
overcoming it, and proving it to be weaker than 
God in its own region; not capable of resisting 
God, not capable of holding those whom he 
would redeem. 

Oh, but consider the humiliation of this act of 
the Son of God, “ who was in the form of God, 
and thought it no robbery to be equal with God; ” 
that he should “ become sin for us who knew no 
sinthat he should endure the vile contact and 
evil neighbourhood of every wickedness; that 
he should bear the suggestion of every heinous 
wickedness, as Satan suggested those three temp¬ 
tations of the wilderness; as wicked men sug¬ 
gested, yea, suspected him of every evil. Lot's 
inhabitation of Sodom was a poor emblem of this; 
because Lot had not known the immaculate purity 
of God, nor did sustain in himself the glory of the 
holiness of God. And yet, if we will come at 
the idea of the great condescension and painful¬ 
ness of the thrice-holy Son of God’s enduring in 
flesh the neighbourhood and assaults of all sin, 
it must be by means of stfch emblems as that of 
Lot abiding in Sodom; or David, the royal exile, 
changing his behaviour, and forced to feign mad¬ 
ness, while he abode at the court of the king of 
Gath; or of Elijah, weary of life under the perse- 
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cutions of Ahab and Jezebel, and the wickedness 
of the land; or of Moses coming down from the holy 
mount of God to the congregation of idolaters, at 
the sight of which the meekest of men was so trans¬ 
ported with wrath and indignation that he dashed 
to the ground the tables of the law, which God’s 
own finger had written. All which emblems, with 
whatever others the Scriptures contain, are utterly 
worthless, though the best that can be found, for 
expressing the continual griefs and inconceivable 
troubles which the holy and righteous Jehovah 
must have undergone by taking up into himself 
human nature, and becoming, on the one hand, 
conversant with, tempted and continually assaulted 
by, every form of wickedness; while, on the other 
hand, he had in him the Divine hatred of sin, that 
strongest antipathy, that eternal opposition which 
there is in God to all unrighteousness. I say it was 
such a reconciliation of opposite and contradictory 
things, such a harmony and intermarriage of ex¬ 
tremes was this union of the Divine and human na¬ 
tures, as never never entered into any finite concep¬ 
tion to conceive, as no finite understanding shall 
ever be able to understand. And what patience, 
to bear it without a murmur! with just so much 
expression of anguish as to mark the abhorrence 
of it, but never a complaint, never a resistance, 
never a rebellious emotion! Moses was transport¬ 
ed with wrath when he came out of the holy pre¬ 
sence into the polluted camp ; Elijah prayed hard 
to die, and be done with the trouble and weari¬ 
ness of his life ; and Job cursed the day of his 
birth, and prayed hard for the day of his death; 
and David, to save his life, played a false part, 
and soon wearied of the unnatural form which he 
had taken upon him ; and Jeremiah fainted and 
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yielded, and went hard to upbraid God;—but the 
Son of Man carried himself most meekly: “ when 
he was reviled, he reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not.” “ He was led as a 
lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before his 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.” 
He bore, he persevered to bear and to endure, the 
passive flesh open to temptation by every pore, 
and assailed with temptation by every avenue 
through which the angels of darkness are wont to 
persecute and assail all living men. 

3. This leadeth me to observe, in the third place, 
the contradiction of sinners which he endured 
against himself, as another, though an inferior, 
region of that continual and incessant grief which 
tile Son of Man bore during the days of his 
flesh, and from which he desired gladly to escape, 
when the work which his Father had given him 
to do was completed; to escape away from the 
humility, unto the glory with which God would 
straightway glorify him, who had with so much 
patient humiliation glorified God. Thes^ersecu- 
tions of men I reckon to be an inferior region of 
trial and suffering to that which is occupied by the 
spiritual wickednesses in high places; because 
the power of men to hurt is so narrow and limit- 
ed, compared with that of the wicked spirits, 
who have usurped possession of the air and of the 
earth, whose various elements they can bring to 
bear upon the naked head of every one whom 
God permitteth them to work against And never 
had they such law and luxury of mischief against 
any, as against the Son of Man, whom they 
made houseless and homeless upon the land ; and 
whom upon the water they sought to overwhelm 
with fearful storms; whom they suffered not to be 
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alone in the wilderness, but vexed and harassed 
continually, to the utmost bounds of their cun¬ 
ning and malignity. This, the region of persecu¬ 
tions of men, I reckon to be likewise an inferior 
region of trouble and temptation to the region of 
sin in the flesh; because from men we can escape, 
but from ourselves we can never escape. The 
law of the flesh, by which human nature is com¬ 
manded on all sides, is ever present, ever felt, 
ever hateful, and ever oppressive to the spiritual 
life : for the two are contrary the one to the other, 
and can never be reconciled. The natural man 
is never converted: he is restrained, but never 
willingly yieldeth. Sin is his natural element, and 
death his natural consummation. Satan is his lord, 
and he is Satan’s servant. And though the human 
nature of Christ never sinned, there can be no 
doubt it lay as open to the assaults of the enemy 
as the human nature of any man, forasmuch as 
it was the field of controversy between the powers 
of darkness and the power of the Son of God. 
And it was an open field, in which they might 
muster all their powers against the Divine nature, 
in the Almightiness of which he baffled and beat 
them at every point. Whereby they were driven 
out of the region of flesh or humanity, and are 
rightful lords of it no longer : but Christ became 
from thenceforth its Lord, to bestow repentance 
and remission of sins, regeneration, and eternal life, 
upon every one who believeth. This openness to 
every temptation arising out of his manhood, I have 
placed as the second region of the sore experience 
of the Son of Man. 

And now for the third, which consisteth in 
the contradictions of sinful men. Though it be 
inferior to either of the two preceding, it is by 
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no means of small account. Which is not to be 
measured by the conspiracies and combinations 
that were framed against him; nor by the con¬ 
tempt and contumely with which they treated him; 
nor by the gins and snares which they laid for 
him on every side ; nor by the cruel mockings 
and scourgings, the contempt of all forms of jus¬ 
tice. the smiting, the spitting upon him, the crown 
of thorns, the living tortures of the cross, the article 
of death, and whatever else of outward cruelty the 
Man of Sorrows underwent. But in order to mea¬ 
sure the painfulness of his being despised and 
rejected of men, you must enter into his love, the 
intense and immeasurable love, which he bore to 
men. “ He came unto his own, but his own re¬ 
ceived him not.” “ His delight had been of old 
with the children of men, even from everlasting.” 
For them he had been sacrificed from the founda¬ 
tion of the world; and for them he had now laid 
aside the mantle of his uncreated and incom¬ 
municable glory, and taken on the veils of flesh; 
clothed himself in the likeness of man; entered the 
charmed region, which the curse of God did over¬ 
canopy, and which Satan had filled with his damned 
influences—all for love of man, all to redeem the 
sons of meo, and introduce them into the glorious 
liberty of the sons of God. Know ye the bitterness 
of a wound from those you love, from those whom 
you have much loved and painfully served ? When 
the most generous and brave of those heathens 
who have been surnamed Great, was defending 
himself from the many daggers of those who had 
conspired against him, his friend, his most be¬ 
loved friend, also stepped forward to deal him a 
wound amongst the rest; whereupon the conqueror 
of the Romans had no more courage left in him; 
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the sorrow of wounded love being sorer far than 
many daggers’ points; but faintly said, “And 
thou too, Brutus! ” and dropped his arm, and 
gathered up his mantle, and resigned himself 
to his enemies. But the Son of Man, who is 
also the Holy One of Israel; he who spake to 
Moses out of the bush, and by his outstretched 
arm delivered the people out of the house of 
bondage, and preserved them in a thousand perils; 
who had espoused them to him as a wife of youth, 
and loved them with an everlasting love; as it is 
written, “As an eagle stirreth up her nest, flut¬ 
tered! over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings; so the 
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange 
god with him. He made him to ride on the high 
places of the earth, that he might eat the increase 
of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out 
of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; butter 
of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs; and 
rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats; with the 
fat of kidneys of wheat: and thou didst drink the 
pure blood of the grape”—To be rejected by tha t 
people, over whom he had watched since the days 
of Abraham; warning them, rising up early and 
warning them by his Prophets; dwelling in the 
midst of them, and being unto them a God; bear¬ 
ing with them in all their back-slidings; restoring 
them in all their captivities and oppressions; and 
now at length passing all bounds and dimensions 
of love, in coming to them himself, to see whether 
by his own prophetic voice he might not be able 
to ward off the fierce wrath of God; and whe¬ 
ther by his own sacrifice for the nation he might 
not be able to deliver the nation out of the 
wretched captivity of sin and of the world under 
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which it groaned—Oh l when coining on such 
an errand of love, to those whom he had so long, 
whom he bad so tenderly loved; to be revetted, 
to be set at nought; to be denied as a stranger, 
and reputed of as an impostor; to be less esteemed 
than a thief and a murderer, whom they desired 
to be given to them, when they vehemently cried 
out against the Son of God, “ Crucify him, crucify 
him! ” What an affliction, what au ocean of 
sorrow, is there here ! 1 apeak not of his being 
their Creator and Preserver, which he is to all 
men: I speak of bin being their Father; I apeak 
of his having given them that land of milk and 
honey, and bnilded them that proud city, and 
holy temple which his glory filled: they were 
indeed hb own, his own by a thousand claims: 
and thus to be rejected of them t what a wound, 
what a sorrow! Surely no sorrow was like 
unto this sorrow. Our master poet hath well 
pourtTayed an old father’s sorrow on being re* 
jected by his daughters, amongst whom he had 
shared his kingdom. Such a delineation as he hath 
given may somewhat help us to this conception^ 
bat to attain unto the conception nothing availeth. 
Perhaps the best way is to hear it in hia own 
words:—^As he drew nigh Jerusalem, he sat 
down on a hill, and looked upon it, and wept 
When he was pronouncing the doom of the Pha* 
risees, and Sadducees, and Scribes, who had 
made the people to wander, his words were like 
a two-edged sword; but when he cometh to 
speak of Jerusalem and her children, his Words 
are like the words of a mother, melting over 
her wayward child, whom she would die to 
reclaim: “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the Prophets, mud stonest them that are 
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sent unto thee, how oft would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, but ye would not. 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." 
And again, as he proceeded to Calvary to be 
offered up, groaning under the load of his cross, 
and was lamented of the women who followed 
after him, he said with tenderness, “Weep not for 
me, O ye daughters of Jerusalem; but weep for 
yourselves and for your children: for, behold, the 
days are coming in the which they shall say, 
Blessed are the barren, and the womb that never 
bare, and the paps which never gave suck.” 

But the greatest insight into the humiliation 
and sufferings of the Son of man, is to be got 
from the Book of Psalms. In the xxiid Psalm 
he sets himself into contrast with all God's 
former messengers, and thus bewaileth his case, 
most calamitous of all:—“ Our fathers trusted 
in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver 
them. They cried unto thee, and were delivered; 
they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 
But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of 
men, and despised of the people. All they that 
see me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, 
they shake the head, saying, He trusted in the 
Lord, that he would deliver him: let him deliver 
him, seeing he delighted in him....There is none 
to help. Many bulls have compassed me: strong 
bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped 
upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a 
roaring lion....Dogs have compassed me about; the 
assembly of the wicked have enclosed me : they 
pierced my hands and my feet.” These passages 
shew how like one that is good and tender-hearted 
he keenly felt the reproaches of his brethren ; 
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having none of that stoical indifference to human 
approbation which cometh of pride; nor of that 
malicious spirit, which retorteth abusive treat¬ 
ment with sovereign contempt. Ah! these stoical 
and vengeful tones of the mind hold not of affec¬ 
tion and love, but of spite and hatred. Jesus 
loved men too much not to be grieved with the 
indifference or hatred of the meanest than. Now, 
to shew how much it afflicted him, let me further 
quote from the xxxviii th Psalm: “ My lovers and 
my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my 
kinsmen stand afar off. They also that seek after 
my life lay snares for me: and they that seek my 
hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine deceits 
all the day long. But I, as a deaf man, heard not; 
and I was as a dumb man, that openeth not his 
mouth. Thus 1 was as a man that heareth not, 
and in whose mouth are no reproofs.” Again, 
“ Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, 
and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before 
thee. Reproach hath broken my heart, and I 
am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to 
take pity, and for comforters, but found none.” 
What a craving after love and fellowship! what a 
longing after consolation! what a yearning after 
kindness! Oh, my brethren, our iniquity, our 
hard-hearted iniquity, our pride, our selfishness, 
hinder us from entering into the fellow-feeling of 
our Lord’s trials and afflictions from false brethren. 
This tenderness of affection he beautifully ex- 
presseth in the xxxvth Psalm: “ False witnesses 
did rise up: they laid to my charge things that I 
knew not. They rewarded me evil for good, to the 
spoiling of my soul. But as for me, when they 
were sick my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled 
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my soul with fasting, and my prayer returned into 
mine own bosom. I behaved myself as though he 
had been my friend or brother. I bowed down 
heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.” 

It is with great struggles and strainings of spirit 
that I can get down into the depth of the Lord’s 
suffering and humiliation, and I feel how utterly 
inadequate is any thing which I have said to ex¬ 
press the thousandth part of it. And I must 
again refer you to the Psalms, of which a great 
number, I might almost say a fifth part, respect 
this subject. There is, however, another me¬ 
thod by which I have sought to come at the 
conception of this matter, which I must just 
glance at before closing this head of my dis¬ 
course. It is, by studying the history of the 
Jewish people after he had condescended to be 
present with them in a manifest manner. From 
this we shall obtain an idea how he abhorreth the 
neighbourhood of sin, and punisheth its presence 
in the midst of those with whom he is dwelling. 
When he entered into covenant with the people 
at the rock of biuai, they had to sanctify themselves 
for three days, and wash their outmost garments, 
in order to appear before the Lord in all out¬ 
ward as well as inward purity. When they had 
defiled themselves with the abomination of the 
golden calf, the Lord entreated Moses to be per¬ 
mitted to consume them at one blow; and was not 
appeased until the sons of Levi had appeased his 
wrath by girding every man his sword upon his 
thigh, and executing the vengeance of the Lord, 
sparing neither companion, nor brother, nor father, 
nor mother, until there fell of the people that day 
about three thousand men. Again, when the people 
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murmured and rebelled against the Lord, because 
he fed them only with manna, angels’ food, and 
desired flesh to eat, such as they had eaten in the 
house of their bondage; the Lord gave them their 
heart’s desire: but while the flesh was yet between 
their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the 
Lord was kindled against the people, and the 
Lord smote the people with a very great slaughter. 
And when Miriam stood up against the authority 
of Moses, she becam&e leper white as snow, and 
was banished from the camp for seven days. Now 
Moses was but a servant over Christ’s house, who 
himself is son and heir. And when Core, Dathan, 
and Abiram, with their company, stood up against 
that same servant of the Son of Man, the earth 
opened her mouth and swallowed them quick; 
and the two hundred and fifty men, who did offer 
incense in defiance of the Lord’s ordinance, were 
consumed with fire that came out from the Lord: 
and so enraged was the Lord with this spirit of 
insubordination, that there died that day, in the 
plague, fourteen thousand seven hundred men: 
and the Lord was scarcely restrained from con¬ 
suming them wholly. And why need 1 speak of 
the fiery flying serpents, or of the abomination of 
the daughters of Moab, or of the sin of Achan, 
and of the thousands and the tens of thousands 
which the Lord cut off in each of these acts of 
disobedience ? Or why need 1 speak of the evil 
report of the spies, and the rebellion against the 
Lord which ensued on that day of provocation, and 
for which a whole generation was eaten up by forty 
years’ slow and wearisome consumption ? All these 
things are written in order to teach us what a 
fearful and fiery indignation the Lord hath against 
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sin; what holiness he requireth of those in the midst 
of whom he dwelleth; with what carelessness of 
human life he asserteth his own holiness; and how, 
when he is angry, thousands and tens of thousands 
are not sufficient for a peace-offering. Yet behold 
this very Son of God, who dwelt between the che¬ 
rubim, and from whose fiery presence these execu¬ 
tive ministers of flaming destruction proceeded 
forth; behold Him, who was so jealous of his holi¬ 
ness that he spared no life, nor withheld himself 
from any judgment, so that he might preserve his 
holiness unoffended; Him, I say, behold as the Son 
of man, dwelling among the sinfullest people, the 
most hypocritical people, a generation of vipers, an 
adulterous race, whose very priests, for conscious 
guilt, could not take up a stone to cast at the 
adulterous woman—in the midst, I say, of such a 
generation, behold the same Holy One of Sinai and 
of the cherubim dwelling in flesh, and submitting 
to the presence, and knowledge, and temptation 
of all possible iniquity! Him, the same who could 
never, who did never, no, nor never can look upon 
sin but with detestation and abhorrence, behold 
numbered with transgressors, and dwelling with 
publicans and sinners, living with hypocritical 
Pharisees, and bearing the taunts of infidel Sad- 
ducees. Set these two things into contrast,—the 
holiness of his indignation against sin while he 
abode only in a visible glory, and the patience 
of sin while he was the Son of man ; the de¬ 
struction of sinners from the midst of his church 
before he became incarnate, and the pains-takiDg 
patience with sinners while he was incarnate,—and 
you may have some idea both of the greatness of 
his love, and of the restraining of his Divine wrath, 
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and of the painfulness of the contradiction which 
he continued to bear while he tabernacled in the 
flesh. For once mercy and truth did. meet to¬ 
gether, for once righteousness and peace did kiss 
each other. 


PART II. 

But there is yet another scene of humiliation, 
beyond the portals of life, and therefore beyond 
the sight of mortals, and somewhat beyond their 
conception; yet not beyond the revelation and 
delineation of Holy Writ, and therefore not be¬ 
yond the faith and feeling of the believer—I mean, 
that of the intermediate state, into which the Son of 
Man passed with these memorable words on his 
lips, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me 1”—This is the second bead of method. 

Besides, and beyond, those three views of the 
Son of Man’s humiliation which I have already 
opened, there is another and a more mysterious 
one, beginning with the hidings of his Father’s 
countenance, and consummated within the veil of 
death, into which I would now reverently inquire, 
in order that you may see the depth, the profound 
depth, of that abasement into which he descended 
for the great ends of his Father’s glory; and so 
perceive the full meaning of the ejaculation with 
which bis wonderful discourse to his disciples 
commenceth: “Now is the Son of Man glorified, 
■and God is glorified in him : if God be glorified in 
him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and 
shall straightway glorify him.” 

The awful and woeful words which he uttered 
with a loud and piercing voice immediately before 
he yielded up the ghost, after he had hung upon 
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the cross for three hours, while there was darkness 
over the whole land, emblematical of the inward 
darkness, the hour and power of spiritual darkness, 
which overspread the Redeemer of the world— 
these words, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
recorded both by Matthew and Mark, are at once 
the evidence of the fact that he was forsaken of 
his Father, and furnish us with a clue for prose¬ 
cuting our inquiry into the cause of so very my¬ 
sterious a dispensation. That these words con¬ 
tain an exact delineation of his spirit's exhaustion 
of all comfort, and desertion of all Divine strength 
and countenance; and were not merely, as I have 
heard it alleged, an appropriation to himself of 
the twenty-second Psalm, whereof they are the 
commencement, in order to remove dismay and 
doubt, or disbelief, from the minds of his dis¬ 
ciples who might then be present, by shewing 
them that this fearful accumulation of ills had 
been all foreseen and foretold of Messiah by the 
Holy Spirit; is manifest from every consideration: 
first, for that it is said he uttered them, or 
cried them out, with a loud voice, as if extorted 
from him by the greatness of this agony be¬ 
yond all endurance, and the mystery of this aban¬ 
donment beyond all anticipation. How great 
his desolation was, and in what utter desertion 
and entire helplessness he was left, is to my 
sympathy even more clearly shewn by the word? 
which after a short interval he added, and which 
he cried also with a loud voice, “ Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit: ” which, coming 
from the mouth of the only begotten Son of God. 
who united the Divine nature to the human, do 
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shew me not only the Divinity eclipsed of all its 
power and glory, but brought, if I might so 
speak, to the last ebb of human weakness; when 
faith is barely able to bear up, yet doth bear up; 
when the soul, swept away by the main stream 
from all its rests and anchors, and beholding the 
yawning gulf beyond, is able to contend no longer, 
but hath yet the passive courage of faith to say, 
“ Into thy hands, O Father, I commit my spirit.” 
If the Lord, as they suppose, had spoken these 
words merely for the ear of his disciples who 
were then present, and not out of the anguish of 
his desolate soul, he needed not to have uttered 
them with a loud voice; for we are told that his 
mother and the beloved disciple, to whom he spake 
some words of consolation, stood, along with 
certain other disciples, beside the cross. Neither 
is it said, in that, or in the other dialogue which 
he held with the thief, or in the request which he 
made for something to allay his thirst, that he 
spake with a loud voice : only in these two last 
recorded acts of his incarnate life—“ My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me!” “ Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit”—is it said that 
he cried aloud, as it were not for the hearing of 
men, but for the distant, the far distant, the far- 
withdrawn ear of God. Besides, grantingthat these 
words were spoken for the ear of bis disciples, 
and towards their consolation, it doth not the less, 
but as seemeth to me somewhat the more, establish 
the truth, that this was the true case and condition 
of his soul. For it gave them, and it giveth us, 
to understand that the whole of the twenty-second 
Psalm is to be interpreted as descriptive of the 
scene of misery and horror upon which they were 
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looking: now that Psalm, when it is examined, 
doth delineate such an utter desolation of soul, 
such a horror of great darkness, as is no where 
written in the holy Scriptures; being the best 
commentary upon these words, “ My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me,” with which it 
openeth its burden ; and having been used as 
such by all who have sought to search into the 
sufferings of the Lord. In deed and in truth l 
believe that our Lord spoke the first words of that 
Psalm, because he had just finished with enduring 
all the anguish and sorrows of hell, which are 
there and elsewhere written by the Holy Spirit 
concerning him. They had parted his garments 
among them, and cast lots upon his vesture : they 
had pierced his hands and his feet: in his thirst 
they had given him vinegar to drink. It was 
finished : all the things which had been written 
of his sufferings were accomplished. And, that it 
might be manifest unto all men from whence pro¬ 
ceeded their power to do so, and of what spi¬ 
ritual wickednesses in high places they were but 
the tools ; that it might be known unto the church 
and unto the world, that these were but the outward 
signs of another and more terrible distress, which in 
spirit he was undergoing, while he bore the out¬ 
ward without any murmur or complaint, he crieth 
out with inward anguish, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me!” And that it might be 
known that it was a spiritual desertion he com¬ 
plained of, he addeth, in the same extreme agony 
of utterance, as speaking unto one that had remov¬ 
ed himself afar off, “ Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” 

A few hours before, even after the agony of 
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the Garden, he had said, “ Thinkest thou that 
I cannot now pray my Father, and he shall pre¬ 
sently give me more than twelve legions of angels ? ” 
but now he is utterly forsaken of his Father: he 
hath passed into a deeper agony and abysm of grief 
than that of the Garden. No angel to strengthen 
him appeareth; no word to comfort him. The 
light of heaven hidden from his eyes ; the sym¬ 
pathy of men denied unto his soul; and the coun¬ 
tenance of his Father withdrawn from his spirit. 
All this done in the green tree; in one who had 
never sinned nor offended; who bad been glorified 
with the Father before the world was, and was 
about to be glorified again with that same glory— 
thus deserted in his extremity ; thus laden, almost 
beyond Divine endurance—what shall we say of 
this, but that it is passing wonderful! the mystery 
of mysteries 1 most devoutly and most reverently 
to be inquired into, as the deepest and most com¬ 
prehensive of all God’s works and doings upon 
the earth. 

From every other trial and temptation of the 
powers of darkness the Lord came off triumphant; 
and from this also he arose triumphant; but after 
how different a conflict! In the Wilderness the 
tempter had power to put him . under the three 
extremest trials of humanity,—to exhaust the 
fountain of his natural life with extenuating 
hunger; to fill his eye with the universal glory 
of this world’s kingdom, and press it in upon 
his soul with all cunning craftiness and diabolical 
seduction; and to spread before his eyes the 
delusion and sophistry of an angel of light;—but 
out of all these he came unblemished and unhurt. 
Again, in his public ministry Satan tracked his 
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steps like the blood-hound, and way-laid him 
on every side, and armed against him the hands 
of murderous men; but was ever baffled and 
overthrown, because God was with him: the 
Divinity still shone in him, like the sun in the 
firmament, repelling and scattering the darkness 
as it arose. Also, before the scene of the Supper, 
when his soul was sorely oppressed with the 
neighbourhood of this hour, the Father upheld 
him with a voice from heaven. And in the Garden, 
when he endured a huge affliction and mighty 
overwhelming of soul, an angel came and com¬ 
forted him: and though the greatness of that 
agony did enforce the stream of life out of its 
course, and press it through the pores of his skin 
upon the earth thirsting for that baptism of re¬ 
deeming blood ; yet out of all these trials he came 
unharmed and victorious. But now Satan hath 
combined such a power against him on the cross, 
that he prevaileth to the extinction of life ; to the 
separation of body and spirit; to the burial of his 
body in the earth, and its retention for three days 
in the prison of the tomb; to the drawing down of his 
soul into hell, or the abode of separate spirits, and its 
retention there for the same mysterious season—in 
which, no doubt, the Scripture was fulfilled, and 
death and hell defeated, and he that had the power 
of them destroyed; yet, nevertheless, in which was 
manifested the surpassing horror of this last con¬ 
flict over every other in which the Prince of Life 
and prince of darkness were engaged. For, bre¬ 
thren, there was no more necessity that the body 
of the Son of God should descend into the grave, 
and his soul into hell, than that he should con¬ 
descend to take a body and tabernacle in clay : 
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the one was as much a wilful and willing act as 
the other: he owed death as little as he owed the 
flesh; he owed the grave as little as he owed the 
world: both were acts voluntary, yet needful to 
be undergone, in order to destroy the activity and 
power of evil, and the prince of darkness: and both 
of them are measures of that power which the Evil 
Prince was able to bring against the Son of God 
when he had become the surety for fallen man; and 
as such I offer them to your ear: not as if we could 
thereby form an actual estimate of the greatness 
of the spiritual condescension, but a comparative 
estimate of the various parts thereof. And I say, 
that by how much more terrible were the con¬ 
sequences of the controversy upon the Cross, than 
the consequences of the controversy in the Wil¬ 
derness, or in the Garden, and in all the weary life 
between; by so much more mighty was the power 
of opposition which then was brought against 
him, and the strength of trial with which he was 
tried, the desolateness in which he was left, and 
the horror of great darkness which came over 
him. My Lord’s body in the tomb—my Lord’s 
spirit in hell—are to me at once the explanation 
of the meaning, and the assurance of the truth, 
of these words, “ My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me!” 

Brethren, did you ever meditate that expression 
of Peter’s, which he spake by the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost; “ Whom God hath raised 
up, having loosed the pains (the travail-pangs) of 
death, because it was not possible that he should 
be holden ofit?” To me they open a great deep, 
in the coasting of which I find little help or 
guidance from our clear-headed Protestant divines. 
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but not a little from many of the Fathers of the 
primitive and some of the mystics of the Roman 
Catholic church. When I turn to the cxvith 
Psalm, from which the expression, “ the travail- 
pangs of death,” is taken, I find it thus written, 
“ the sorrows”—(in the Septuagint, which the Lord 
and the Apostles for the most part used, it is “ the 
travail-pangs of death,” the same form of words 
which Peter useth)—“ the travail-pangs of death 
compassed me, the pangs of hell gat hold upon 
me : I found trouble and sorrow: then called I 
upon the name of the Lord; O Lord, I beseech 
thee deliver my soul;” and soon, throughout the 
whole of that Psalm, which casts much light upon 
the state of the Lord’s soul between death and the 
resurrection. And yet methinks it helpeth me a 
little more to apprehend the deep mystery of these 
travail-pangs of death and straits of hell, from 
which he was loosed by the resurrection, to wit¬ 
ness the joy expressed in the xvith Psalm, that 
he should not be left under their dominion: “ I 
have set the Lord always before me : because he 
is at my right hand I shall not be moved: there¬ 
fore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 
my flesh also shall rest in hope; for thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption.” The prospect 
of the resurrection maketh his heart glad, and every 
hope of glory to awake and rejoice within him; first 
of all, because the low, and loathsome, and narrow 
straits of death and hell he should speedily be 
delivered from, on account of his piety and blame¬ 
lessness : then follows his restoration to life— 
that is, the resurrection, and ascension unto glory 
— us the second ground which he had of glad- 
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ness: “ Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in 
thy presence is fulness of joy: at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore.” From this 
Psalm 1 certainly conclude, that there was a far 
greater humiliation and horror in the condition to 
which the Lord passed by death, than in the con¬ 
dition into which he came by birth; that the travail- 
pangs of his mother prognosticated nothing like so 
painful a being to the holy child Jesus, as the travail- 
pangs of the cross did to the man Christ Jesus, who 
by that passage descended into death and hell. 

In addition to the light which is cast upon 
this great mystery from these two Psalms, and 
others of the like strain, I find a great door 
of meditation opened by these words of Paul 
in the fifth chapter of the Hebrews; indeed, 
so strong and so steady a light as wholly to 
clear it from all ambiguity and doubt: “Who 
in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up 
prayers and supplications, with strong cryings and 
tears, unto him that was able to save him firom 
death, and was heard in that he feared; though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered; and being made per¬ 
fect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him.” Here the holy Apos¬ 
tle declareth that the great anxiety and burden 
of Christ’s soul, during the days of his flesh, was 
his death; and that the great burden of his prayers 
and his supplications was to be delivered from it; 
and that he was heard because he feared, or, as it 
is in the Psalm quoted above, because he set the 
Lord continually before his face. 

To this, do well agree various passages of his 
life. When Moses and Elias appeared with him on 


Digitized by 



186 


THE PREPARATION AND ACT 


Mount Tabor, the subject on which they discoursed 
was the “ death which he should accomplish at Je¬ 
rusalem.” Oft he broke the subject to his disciples, 
as that which lay nearest to his heart; but their 
dulness of hearing, their hardness of faith, and utter 
rejection of the thought, barred their souls to all 
such communications: at which our Lord was so 
grievously offended upon one occasion, that with 
unusual warmth he said unto Peter, “ Get thee 
behind me, Satan, for thou savourest the things of 
the earth, and not the things which be of God/' 
But as the time drew nigh, nothing could 
hinder the bigness of his grief from heaving and 
swelling forth certain ejaculations; as upon the 
occasion recorded in the preceding chapter, when 
he said, “Now is my soul troubled; and what 
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour;” and 
at the Supper, when “ he was troubled in spirit, 
and said, One of you shall betray me;” and in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, when he three times 
prayed that the cup might pass from him; and 
upon the occasion of his dialogue with the mother 
of Zebedee’s children, when he said, “Are ye able 
to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” Being, however, debarred by the un¬ 
belief of men from any human sympathy in this the 
great burden of his soul, he did retire into secret 
places, and into the wilderness, to pass whole 
nights in prayer: and I have no doubt, that, 
if the solitudes of Galilee and of Mount Olivet 
could lift up a voice, they would bear witness to 
those prayers, and supplications, and tears, and 
strong cryings, with which Christ so earnestly 
besought to be delivered from death. And so 
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much doth the Apostle Paul see the humiliation 
of Christ to be concentrated in this one act of 
dying, that in a certain place he giveth no other 
end of the Incarnation but this one only, saying, 
“ Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death.” 

Of these tears and supplications we have, in* 
deed, little record in the Evangelists, but the 
Psalms are full of them; for example; “ I am 
weary of my crying; my throat is dried, mine 
eyes fail, while I wait for my God.” Again, “ I 
have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my 
drink with weeping: by reason of the voice of 
my groaning my bones cleave to my skin.” Again, 
“ My tears have been my meat day and night.” 
Again, " When I wept and chastened my soul, 
that also was to my reproach.” And so forth, 
throughout every Psalm where the Holy Ghost 
doth manifest beforehand the sufferings of Christ. 
Of all these prayers, supplications, tears, and strong 
cryings, Paul declareth to us the burden was, that 
he might not be given op to death. And so we find 
it to be declared in the same pathetic Psalms; as 
in the ciid: “He weakened my strength in the 
way; he shortened my days. I said, O my God, 
take me not away in the midst of my days.” And 
again, in the vith Psalm: “ Return, O Lord; de¬ 
liver my soul; O save me, for thy mercy’s sake. 
For in death there is no remembrance of thee; in 
the grave who shall give thee thanks? I am 
weary with my groaning; all the night do I make 
my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. 
Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth 
old because of all mine enemies.” Again: “ Mine 
eye mourneth by reason of affliction: Lord, I 
have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out 
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my hands unto thee. Wilt thou shew wonders 
to the dead ? shall the dead arise and praise 
thee ? ” These expressions of grief, the strongest 
which language ever expressed, are almost always 
found in connexion with deliverance from death: 
and before the end of the Psalm the deliverance 
is commonly vouchsafed, and the universal triumph 
of it gloriously set forth. Not that I suppose Paul's 
testimony needeth confirmation, but that I would 
shew how common is the consent of all Scripture, 
that the great agony of the Lord’s soul was, how 
he might be delivered from the hand of death and 
hell: in which there could be no meaning, unless 
the scene into which death did pass him on, were 
a scene of far greater trial, than the scene from 
which it carried him away. No doubt this, which 
Paul declareth, was the common doctrine of the 
Apostles ; and therefore it is, they lay such a pro¬ 
digious stress upon his resurrection, that pillar of 
their system, that mere incumbrance of ours, 
who neither will nor can be persuaded to look 
farther than the cross. But the Apostle Paul saw 
deeper into this mystery, when, in the passage from 
which 1 quoted, he adds, that “ Christ, though 
a Son, learned obedience by the things which he 
suffered;” and thereby was made perfect for the 
office of the priesthood; to which, he had argued.it 
was indispensable that every one called thereto 
should have a fellow-feeling with those for whom 
he offered, and compassion upon them which are 
out of the way, as being himself compassed 
about with infirmity. This Christ not having 
in himself, being a Son, and no alien, or enemy, 
had, as it were, to learn by passing through the 
afflictions of life, and the sorrows of death, and the 
pains of hell or the separate state; until, haring 
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proved the uttermost trials of those whom he 
would redeem, and being risen from them all, 
perfected for the Priesthood, he did become “ the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him, called of God a High Priest, after the 
order of Melchizedeck.” 

Of these words, therefore, the last which he 
uttered on the cross, “ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me! ” “ Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit; ” I think the true key to be 
this,—That when the swimmings and swooningsof 
real death were ready to come upon him; and he 
felt that his body, upon the resurrection of which 
depended the resurrection of all saints and the resto¬ 
ration of the material world, was about to descend 
into the strong-holds of death and corruption; and 
that his spirit was about to descend naked into the 
place of separate spirits, and to wrestle with the 
spiritual powers thereof, which were ready with all 
their might to oppose the going forth thence of his 
soul, and the souls of all saints; he was moved, yea, 
and overwhelmed with the power which death and 
the grave were mustering against him; with the ga¬ 
thering gloom of the hour and power of darkness, 
which thickened more and more. And all the strong 
cryings, and tears, and prayers, and supplications, 
which he had made during his life to be delivered 
from death, were gathered and concentrated into 
one biggest utterance of desolation and aban¬ 
donment ; which was expressed in these words, 
“ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me! ” 
while, on the other hand, all the faith which at 
various times he had exercised under his many 
trials, and which had so triumphantly carried him 
through them all, being summoned up to his help. 


Digitized by 



190 


THE PREPARATION AND ACT 


was so distressed and put about by the multitude 
of his present enemies, that it had but power to 
breathe out a prayer, such as the most outcast 
sinner and public criminal will adopt, and doth 
commonly adopt, “ Father, into thy hands Icon- 
mend my spirit.” 

To understand the cause of this extremity, 
and of the condition into which the Lord passed 
after death, it is necessary to go back, and re¬ 
flect a little upon that original curse, from the 
power of w hich he had come forth to redeem men: 
“ In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.” The sentence was death, and death is the 
execution of the sentence. What then is life’ 
Life we hold of the purchase of Christ’s sacrifice 
made from the foundation of the world. Whether 
you regard the life of any individual, or the life 
of the race of men, or the life of animals, or the 
vegetable life of the world, it is all a fruit, > 
common fruit of redemption, a benefit of the 
death of Christ, from all eternity purposed, and so 
far as God is concerned accomplished also. Ne¬ 
vertheless, like all the benefits of Christ’s death 
which are common to all, it is not of the nature 
of a covenant, but of a grant at will; not of a 
certainty, but of a possibility; and, therefore 
cannot be calculated upon for a day or for at 
hour. And though there be light diffused around, 
and every necessary of life, and the materials oi 
much much enjoyment; still it is all in uncer¬ 
tainty; a chaos, out of which something fixed ano 
stable seemeth to be forming itself, but not the 
very thing ; a life in death, and a death in life; 1 
hope, a promise, a possibility, but no more: tb e 
enemy being held at bay, but growling in tbf 
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distance, and ever snatching his prey upon the right 
hand and the left, yet restrained: as it were, a re¬ 
spite, but not a reprieve; an arena for certain trials 
and preparations previous to the sealing of the 
fixed and ultimate mandate. Such is life. But 
death is not such: it is no promise or threatening, 
but the very reality; not a hopeful possibility, 
but a stem necessity : within the verge of which 
lies no repentance nor remission, nor change for 
better or for worse; but fate, irrevocable fate. 
Death is indeed like the fulfilment of a word of God, 
it is so stedfast and immoveable. It is not like 
sickness, which is fluctuating; nor like disease, 
which is curable; nor like sorrow, which is miti- 
gable: nor is it the conflict of good and ill, of hope 
and fear; but the consummation and perpetuity 
either of the one or of the other. Death is the 
execution of the mandate; it is the curse effected; 
the expulsion from the very hope and dream of 
Eden.—Such is the difference between life and 
death; so great and comprehensive, that they are 
in human language used as the most direct of all 
opposites, and the most violent of all contraries. 
And yet even death hath received from Christ’s 
sacrifice a certain benefit, which retardeth the 
evil day of the curse’s consummation, which 
taketh not effect until after the judgment, in the 
second death. Meanwhile there is to the body a 
rest in the grave; and to the separate soul there 
is a looking for and a waiting for of judgment: 
which conditions of rest and fearful expectation, 
even in the wickedest, are nothing to be compared 
to the awful reality of woe and misery which 
cometh on in the second death; and which would 
doubtless have been the instantaneous effect of 
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the curse, had it not been beaten off and post¬ 
poned by the powerful mediation and interces¬ 
sion of Christ, slain for us from the foundation 
of the world. I say, that, but for Christ and his 
righteousness, this earth had instantly, on the Fall 
of man, passed into the condition of the lake that 
burneth, and man into the condition of the second 
death; or, like the angels which kept not their 
first estate, he had been imprisoned in chains of 
darkness until the judgment of the great day. 
Such is the common, such is the universal re¬ 
medy of that offering, that it is by virtue of 
the redemption of Christ the sun shineth upon 
the evil and the good; by the redemption of 
Christ the rain descendeth upon the just and the 
unjust; by reason of the redemption of Christ 
the body resteth in the grave; and by reason of 
the redemption of Christ the separate spirits are 
in prison, and not in the lake that burneth, 
which is the second death. So that the curse 
doth not completely take effect until the day 
of judgment; at which it will be found that this 
earth hath been redeemed gloriously, and the 
bodies of innumerable saints have arisen glori¬ 
ously from the dead, and the souls of innumerable 
saints have come forth gloriously from the para¬ 
dise of the separate spirits to enjoy the heaven 
which Christ hath sanctified and blessed, and 
for the inhabitation of which he hath sanctified 
and blessed them. 

Now, brethren, after meditating these common, 
and I may say universal, blessings of redemption, 
which flow from our Lord’s humiliation, let us 
consider more particularly what he hath accom¬ 
plished within this space and condition, which 
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♦he had won from instant perdition, for the sake 
of those who have 4§mle with him a Covenant by 
sacrifice. This present season of life, and that 
future delay of tte second death, 1 regard but as 
so much roomjhade for displaying certain gracious 
objects, and bringing to pass certain, glorious 
puippses, by \d0ch the glory of Goa maytrSe 
. advanced oVer and above the glory of Satan, the 
triumphs of faith gfifi love over falsehood and ® 
malice: and this room, which the virtue of his. 
sacrifice* h^d gained %ut of the grasp of the 
curse, Chi4st hath occupied upon the earth with 
a church, and in the realms beneath with a pa¬ 
radise. For as there is upon the earth a church 
and an outward world; so is there beneath, or, a^ 
*the Scriptures say, under the earth, a paradise 
. and a prison, a place of comparative blessedness 
and comparative misery; though not to be likened, 
as I judge, to thatjjil&sedness and misery which 
shtll be realized after thfjudgment. Which church 
upon the eartlj^ bepig compared with the world, 
is, as it were, a paradise ^ wherein are found the 
grace of God and his forgiveness, and peace with 
God though our Lord Jesus Christ, and truth and 
righteousness; and the communion of saints, and 
the hope, of salvation, and whatever other bless- 
ings pertain to God’s own inheritance. Whereas 
the world is under sin and condemnation; ang. 
Satan is its prince, and destruction its certain 
doom: it is deceivgfl, and is in bondage, and 
discord, and discontent; in one word, it is but 
the court of the prison into which they pass 
at death; and that prison of darkness is but 
the safe and doleful lodging in whicMnhey are 
kept until the day of judgment, upon ^which en- 
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sueth the eternity of the second death. Now as 
this church hath been in the living world, on this 
side of death, since the Fall; so also from the be¬ 
ginning hath that paradise been in the spiritual 
world, on the other side of death. And as of that 
church Abraham is commonly represented as the 
father, being called the Father of the faithful; 
so that paradise is called the Bosom of Abraham, 
where the righteous, who have been followers of 
his faith, are quiet sharers in the blessed and 
beatific repose of his spirit. These two blessed 
certainties, therefore—the certainty of the church 
on earth, and the certainty of the paradise of bless¬ 
edness into which they are gathered—are the two 
great and glorious works which Christ hath 
wrought within the coasts of time, and beyond 
the bourne of the grave. And besides these, it i> 
well said in our Catechism, that “ the bodies of 
the saints, being united to Christ, do rest in their 
graves until the resurrection.” 

Now, though these two most blessed estates, 
the church and the paradise, on this side of death 
and on the other side of death, have been in being 
since the Fall, purchased by the infinite value 
of Christ's eternal sacrifice, and produced by the 
miglpy operation of the Holy Ghost, who bringeti 
into/substantial being that which the Word hath 
obtained and verified; yet, notwithstanding, when 
Christ was manifested, he had in the body to pay 
the ransom and undergo the humiliation; to come 
under the curse, and overcome the enemies of bis 
church. He suffered for Abraham and for Moses, 
and the former church, as well as for Peter and 
Paul, and the latter church. In his life he fought 
the battle for the life of his church, and prevailed : 
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!^and by that victory, which he gained over sin 'in 
■•the flesh, we afl#issured of victory over sin in the 
flesh ; and by that defeat which he gave to our 
spiritual enemies, yre are assured* of defeating 

* them ; and by his victory c4er the woljd,* we tri¬ 
umph ovm it: and so on, through all the tempta¬ 
tions andvscissitudes on this side the grave. Our 
High priest having been tried with the same, and 
having prevailed, we are sur^f prevailing when 

we arh tried.-But, brethren, what say you of 

the stalk beyond de^th ? Of the bod^, we say that 
it will rise, because Christ’s also rose: his re¬ 
surrection is the comfort of my bo% in death: 
“ Hcnow that my Redeemer liyeth, and therefore 

. in m f fle^ I shall see him.” True; a mo# 
blessed truth, pearly to be cherished by this frail 
. and painful body. But of thy separate spirit, my 
brother, what assur^pce'hast thou? what be- 
cometh of it ? Why, my Lord’gi6pirit defended 

* % to the place, of ^epa^te spirits?|aod, in spite of 
all the powers thereof, he returned back again to 
■the realms of]ight, eyen |p the e'arth, and reclaim¬ 
ed his body from- the topb: and therefore I am 
assured that my spirit also shall come forth thence, 
when the fulness offline is come; shall come forth 
c unto the earth, and reclaim my body from the 
tomb. ■■ But if Christ (Te/jcen&ed not thither, what 
assurance hast' thou ?’ for I hav#none. The se¬ 
crets of that £lace if 'my Redeetfer hath not pe- 

, petrated into,, if be hath, not rifled them, then 
' indeed it is gloomy.mahsion, whose strength I 
knotv not,, or ■‘rather whose weakness I know not. 
'Besides, if Christ descended not thither, how was 
that paradise won from the waste ? .We see how 
■ by his life, by the humiliation and victory of 
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his life, the church was won from the waste 
world ; but how in life could that which is not 
within the realms of life be won ? The Lord cer¬ 
tainly, therefore, in descending into hell (not the 
place of torment, but the place of separate spirits), 
went thither to build the gates of paradise upon 
the rock of his Divinity, as he had builded in his 
life the gates of his church thereon ; to drive back 
the powerful demons; to found the impassable 
gulf, and make it sure; and to establish the spirits 
of his saints in blessedness. In order to accom¬ 
plish the former, he went through the humiliation 
and suffering of life ; and in order to accomplish 
the latter, he went through the humiliation and 
suffering beyond life : in entering into which, he 
cried out, “ My God, my God, why hast thon 
forsaken me ; ” yet by faith prevailed, to add, 
“ Father, into thine hands I commit my spirit." 
It is into this, the last and lowest act of the 
Lord’s humiliation, that we are inquiring, by the 
light and guidance of the holy Scriptures. 

And now, for the further illustration of this, 
the fourth act in the Lord’s humiliation—which I 
have opened with the more latitude, because it 
not only is not regarded in our present shallow¬ 
ness of doctrine and enlightened abhorrence of 
all mystery; but is wholly rejected, under the 
influence of a loose, popular, confused notion, that 
our Lord's soul did instantly upon his death pass 
into the glorious presence of God; which I have 
no hesitation in denouncing as a fundamental error 
in doctrine, and one of a very evil consequence— 
I say, in further illustration of the sore pains of 
death, and restrictions of the separate state (or, as 
the Creed hath it, of “ hell”) into which the Lord 
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descended, I have these two types or emblems, 
contained in the Old Testament, to offer unto you, 

;«—tip entombing 'of Jonah in the belly of the 
** whale, and the lengthening out of Hezekiah’s life: 

' the former upon our Lord’s own authority; the 
flatter upon good grounds, which, if time permit, 
shall explain. t 

, In the xii th chapter of Mpthew, at the 39th 
verse, one Lord, in answer to the Pharisees who 
sought of him a sign, thus delivered himself: 
“ An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after 
a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it^but 
the sign of the Prophet Jo&s : for as Jonas was 
l|£three days and threfc nights in the whale’s belly, 
so shall the Bon of Man be thrge days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth.” In various parts 
of the Old Testament, especially of the Prophet 
Isaiah, as in chapters xi. xviii. and xxxi., 
Messiah is said Jo set up an ensign for his people, 
unto which the Gentiles should seek in fear and 
terror. And the Jews, little acquainted, and car¬ 
ing not to acquaint themselves, with the prophecies 
of Messiah's humiliation &hd suffering, wanted 
that ensign, or sign (for these words are one in the 
Septuagint and the Gospels), to which the Pro¬ 
phets did attach such glorious effects, and which 
they expected in t^ifold more power and glory 
than that which accompanied Moses and the con¬ 
gregation in the pillar of the cloud. The fulfil¬ 
ment of this promise, Christ admonisheth that 
generation not to expect, because it was an evil 
and adulterous ’ generation, not worthy to enter 
'into glory, but into deep humiliation and suffer¬ 
ing : and therefore the sign which they should 
receive from the Son of Man would be that of 
• 0 
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the Prophet Jonah ; who, for his rebellion against 
God, was cast into the deep, and swallowed up 
of the whale, in whose dark and loathsome belly 
he abode three days and three nights. This sign, 
he further declareth, should be given in the per¬ 
son of the Son of Man, who in like manner should 
be three days and three nights—that is (according 
to the Eastern custom of speaking unto this day), 
for a period which should be portioned out of three 
days and three nights —in the heart of the earth. 
Now, brethren, a sign must answer, and be con¬ 
formable to, the thing signified, otherwise it is no 
sign of that thing, but the sign of something else. 
Thus, baptism is a sign of regeneration, because, 
if you take it by sprinkling, it signifieth our being 
purged from an evil conscience by the sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus, which the Holy Ghost 
takcth and applieth unto our souls; or, if yen 
take it by dipping, which the church hinderetL 
not, though she judgeth it not indispensable, then 
it signifieth the being buried with Christ as to 
our old man, and risen with him as to our Dew 
man, to live unto God. Likewise the Lords f 
Supper is a sign of the new man's feeding upon the 
body and blood of Christ. The doctrine that the 
two sacraments are no more than bare and naked 
signs, we utterly abhor and detest; . but that 
they are most apt and beautiful signs of that con¬ 
summated life, whereof they are also the actual 
and sealed commencement and continuance ic 
them who believe, and in those who believe net 
the seals of their apostasy, there can be no doubt 
And in somewhat the same manner we should 
expect the abiding of the Son of Man in'the heart { 
of the earth to i>e a sign unto that evil and adul- 
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ippterous generation. But, if the seasorf of three 
days and three nights, during which he there 
^ abode, was a season of rest, or a season of joy 
. and glory, how, I ask, could it „be a sig^tmto 
that egil and adulterous generation* whteh was 
about to be cast into, the furnq^e of the wath of 
^Giod, into^the desolation, andfcdissolution, and 
death, in which tHejfeave abidden unto this day ? 
Or how could-it be paralleled with the state of 
* Jonah in the vPhale’s felly, the saddest, gloomiest, 
most desperate, ancLmost loathsome into which 
man was ever brought ? of which we may say, 
that as God’s almighty power could alone have 
^effected it, so his omniscient nnnd could flgne 
w h$ve4iraagined it: Hit bow fit an emblem of tnat 
low and miserable estate into which the Jewfc have 
befei brought; whose overwhelming degradation 
dfid abysmal suffering hath much surpassed the 
judfignents of all other nations, as Jonah’s degra¬ 
dation and captivity surpassed the conception and? 
the experience of every other man’s captivity! For 
tfce Jews have been swallowed up aliv/e, and alive 
preserved, in the 'great behemoth oLcower which 
ragelh In the sea of this unredeemed wRrlcfc What, 
then/must the Son of Man’s condition during three 
days and nights’ abode in the heart of the earth 
have been! how abject, how dishonourable, how 
sorrowful! in ordtr to stand between Jonah’s < 
misery and the misery of the Jewish people, the 
antitype of the former, and rtie prototype of the 

r r. $t must indeefehave^ein such as passeth 
comprehension and belief: into the gulf 
•whereof when he was passing downward, like 
Jonah i$to the open throat of that loathsome living 
sepulchre which widely opened its armed jaws 

. \* # 


Digitized by 


Google 



200 THK PREPARATION AND ACT 

upon the Prophet, he cried aloud, “ My God, ray 
God, why hast thou forsaken me! Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

How absurd, how exceedingly absurd, then, 
to set forth the experience of the Lord’s soul be¬ 
tween death and the resurrection, as an expe¬ 
rience of rest and joyfulness, merely because he 
said unto the thief upon the cross, “ To-day shall 
thou be with mein paradise!”—But, dear brethren, 
God forbid that I should for a moment doubt the 
blessed estate of that thief, and all the saints who 
sleep in Jesus, while I maintain that Christ en¬ 
dured a most fearful conflict during his abode in 
the separate state. I no more doubt the blessed¬ 
ness of the saints there, than I doubt their bless¬ 
edness here. But by what means, in this life, do the 
saints come by the peace that passeth all under¬ 
standing, and the joy of the Holy Ghost ? Was k 
not procured to us by the sufferings of Christ in 
the flesh ? Because we have joy in the days of our 
flesh, had he therefore joy also ? Yes, he had joy; 
but did he not work it out by strong contentious 
and bloody sweat ? In like manner, while I doubt 
not the blessedness of the separate state, but most 
surely believe that the bodies of his people do rest 
united unto Christ, ready to come with him at his 
coming, I as surely believe that they enjoy this 
estate of rest and blessedness only in virtue of 
that conquest over death and over hell which he 
achieved by descending into death and hell. And 
by how much the empire of Satan in death is 
stronger than the empire of Satan in life ; ^by how 
much the corruption of the body by the worm is 
a more complete work of sin, than any sickness 
or sorrow in life ; by how much Satan’s power 
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over a disembodied spirit, shut out from the hope¬ 
ful and somewhat cheerful world, is more mighty 
Jay far than his power over an embodied soul, wigi 
. all the romforts of the earth and possibilities of 
\ the regeneration around it; by how much hope- 
lojsnes^s more miserable than hope, and necls- *' 
•isity more. obdurate than possibility; by |^w 
' ^giuch, in short, tbif powq^ of deatk and hell, 
and the oirtftr darkness of their dominmi, is more 
terrible than any abode of settled and confined 
fpsery upon the earth : even by so much, more 
fearful was the struggle, by so much more hideous 
was the front of battle, by so much m<Ab terrible 
the labours of the conflict, by so much more 
•*’ glorious the achievement of the victory, whiqh 
the Son of Man fought, endured, and achievdtt 
1J)v4r deatha'and hell, tl^i was that which he- 
fought, and endured, and achieved, over the 
powers o^he world and the flesh. For Satan 
was the caus^| of both conflicts; Satan and his 
host were the filers of the fleshly and of the&pi- 
ri£ual conflict which Our Lord endured. Who, when 
he had overcome'Satan in the world, and con¬ 
demned sin in the flesh, di(£jay aside his fleshy 
mantle, and in spiritual nakedness descend into 
a spiritual battfe witV spiritual$wi^ednesse% with 
the thrones ana dominions and powers of dark¬ 
ness. And when he had overpowered them in their 
own strongest region, he returned, and took his 
body out of the hands of the hnngty grave, from the 
ravenous powers of corruption ; and, being once 
more clothed, he tarried with his church until the 
day of his ascension into glory. And in token of 
his victory, he brought from the state of separate 
spirits as many of the saints as it seemed to him 
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good; who also took their bodies from the grave, 
and went with him into glory. But the best 
trophy which he left behind him in that,separate 
state, is the blessedness in which the sotals of his 
people abide, and the hopefulness in which their 
bodies rest; being assured of, and earnestly los¬ 
ing forward to, the day of their manifestation; 
when from their present secret and unseen abodes 
they shall come forth, arrayed in the'glory with 
which the Son of Man shall then be adorned—if. 
after their resurrection, they be not appointed fat 
a season to set the church in order, and establish it 
triumphant over all the earth ; and thereafter to be 
brought by the Lord into the glorious presence of 
the Father. 

So much light upon this mystery do I derive 
from the sign of Jonas, which was g$ven to that 
evil and adulterous generation in the burial of 
the body of the Son of Man, and the a£>ode of his 
soul for part of three days and thr^e nights in the 
heart of the earth. There is much more to be de¬ 
rived from that sign, both as respecteth the time 
and the place of his abode ; which I reserve until 
I shall come, in the course of our regular lectures, 
to take up that passage of the Gospel. With 
respect to the instance of the prolongation of 
Ilezekiah's life; time doth not permit me at present 
to enter into it. But I pray you to observe care¬ 
fully, and at your leisure to meditate diligently, 
the two prayers, or prophetic songs, which Jonas 
and Hezekiah uttered on those two most memo¬ 
rable occasions; and you will see how tlje Holy 
Spirit carrieth them beyond their experience, aud 
indeed all human experience, and doth indite a 
canticle which may serve to bear the faith of the 
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church onward to some deeper humiliation, and 
greater prolongation of life, than those instance? 
which to. them had occurred. And v|u jnay lay 
it down as a rule univerqpl, that inwll the acts ./ 
of the** Lord’s providence which are typical—as 
tb£ swallowing up of Pharoah in the Red Sea. 
the gift of Samuel unto his mother Haunah, the ' 
swallowing up#f^Ionas, arid the prolongation of 
Hezekiah’s life, and, above all, the numerous in- * 
cidents of David’s life, which were almost all 
f^ophetical—irydl such prophetical events, Isay, 
you will find (Ar accompanying song, psatM or t * 
canticle, whicn the Holy Spirit did add, as the in- £ 
terpretation of the same: and of that song, psalm, 
or canticle, yot%vill always find the languageRteo , % 
large for the event, the terms too i^gnificeqfc tRe $ ' 
consequences too va^and enduring; in short, you 
wijpfind it to inclupeahd enclose .the particulars 
of that special event in a glorious canopy of large 
and eternal blessing---as the heavens do-surround 
and encompass the earth; whereof the blue vault 
doth take its sphericsl^pearance from the form 
'of the earth, and in all its motion&loth repre¬ 
sent the earth, with its festful poles and circular 
revolutions; but is bigh-^bove the earth, and vast 
beyond the $arth; as the wily surf God and the 
thoughts of God are high and vgst beyond the 
ways and thoughts of man. A^pf perusing thesq 
two prophetic prayers of Jorilfc and Hezekiah, I j 
pray you to study the lxxxviiith Psalm andrtl^ 
cxliid, also the xlth, the cxxxixth, and parts 
of many more; andy ou will perceive how very^ ' 
large a portion of God’s anticipative providence, 
and anticipative word, hath distinct and se¬ 
parate reference to this second scene of hu- 
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miliation concerning which we have been dis¬ 
coursing. 

And now, dearly beloved brethren, these two 
great divisions of our Lord’s humiliation, which he 
endured at the hands of wickedness in this world, 
and of the spirits of darkness in their proper abode 
of darkness, should bear a twpfrid aspect upon 
us, who are the servants and followers of Christ: 
first, as respecteth this world, with the wicked 
men of which this subject calleth us to contend 
earnestly, in the assurance of victory; and, second¬ 
ly, as respecteth the mansions of death, and the se¬ 
parate estate; into which it enableth us to descend 
without any fear or dread, to workthe work which 
may there be assigned us.—First, as respecteth 
the wicked men of this world : you are to separate 
yourselves from their wickedness, while, as the 
Lord did, you are to mingle with their companies 
and engage in their conversations; testifying every 
where for truth and righteousness, and patiently 
bearing the reproach of them that reproach God 
and Christ. “ What profit is it, if, when ye ai*e re¬ 
proached for your faults, you bear it patiently? 
but if ye be reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you : and if, when ye do well, ye 
suffer for it patiently, this is acceptable unto God; 
for even hereunto were ye called : for Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example that we 
should follow his steps.” Shun not this conflict 
with the men of the world, neither flee away from 
their evil and reproachful treatment of you ; but 
wait the time of the Lord’s deliverance, and mean¬ 
while commit yourself unto Him that judgeth 
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righteously. - And remember, brethren, that it is" 
not the base and unbaptized world, but the church 
which hath apostatised to the world, with which 
you have to contend :£$tnd this bringeth^you more. " 
closely'to the fello wship o? the Lord’s sufferings. 
Every one of th$se who are of the ugtrld have 
gone out from us, and preferred the present 
evil world ^they, rejected Christ, and they 
mus^ reject every one who beareth the images of 
Christ. They choose the darknedfc thoijgh the light 
shjnefh around the A: they elect tire path of evil, 
though thefc wgre, at their bapti^fe, introduced, 
and have ever since been entreated back, into the 
pfltit of uprightness. What, therefore, can you 
<* loot for at the hands of such^but the enduring 
vindictiveness of apostates, the persecuting rage * 
and violence of apostates? Who are of two 
^classes, the Pharisees anw the Slhdducees; thefr- 
former adhering to their fdfms of ritual service, 

, and their outward works of piety and charity; 
the latter adhering to their intellectual self-s in¬ 
herency and enlightened scepticism. And I tell 
you, brethren, that the Ptarisaical set* of apos<- 
‘ fates will veirand trouble you, because you do 
not exalt and uphold tHer visible beauty of the 
. doctrine or the discipline—that is, the beau¬ 
tiful stones of their temple, or the divine and in¬ 
defeasible right of their Mount Gerizim. And if, 
over dnd above their social and^sectarian devices 
for bringing about the Lord’s glory ahd the earfh’s 
blessedness, .you will exalt Christ’s second coming 4 

as tire great <J|sire of the church and expectation ^ - 
of thwends of the earth; though you snbuld not 
.neglect their tithe of mint and cummin, if you 
will insist for the mightifer matters of the Gospel- 
hope, as the destruction of Antichrist, and the » 
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judgment of an apostate faithless church, and the 
glorious coming of the Lord, and the bringing in 
of the Jewish church with demonstration of mighty 
power, and the quick judgment’ and utter downfa! 
of the apostate Gentiles; you must expect con¬ 
tempt, persecution, and perhaps, in the end, ex- 
communication and death. While from the en¬ 
lightened and philosophical (falsely so called) Sad- 
ducees—that is, our liberal and benevolent disbe¬ 
lievers in all the mysteries of our holy religion—you 
must expect the uttermost scorn and derision, a> 
men of disordered minds and dangerous opinions. I 
And what then ? “ Be patient unto the coming of the 
Lord.” Consider Him who endured such cortja- 
diction of sinners against himself: whose enemies 
were those of his own household ; whdfee lovers 
and friends were put far away from him; who 
looked for comforters, but found none ; “ who was 
despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, ' 
and acquainted with grief.” Behold, the Judge is 
at the door. Hold up your heads, because your 
redemption draweth nigh. Then shall we be g’o- ,| 
rifled when God hath been glorified in us. Butwf ■ 
must first drink of his cup, and be baptized with * 
his baptism, in order to enter into his kingdom. , 
Secondly, my dear friends, and beloved bre¬ 
thren in the Lord, look forward to the grave and the 
abode of the separate spirits (if the Lord should 
delay his coming, and not change u^in the flesh'; 
look forward to the unseen chambers of the grate, 
and the paradise of God, as to a -resting with 
Christ, and a rejoicing in Christ, against the day 
of our espousals with him whom our soul loveth- 
For Christ carried these powers also captive at 
his chariot wheels ; according to that word of St. | 
Paul; “ Now that he ascended, is it not also that 
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he first descended into tUk lower parts of the 
earth ? ” %This dajr’s disco^se is the assurance to 
the beliqyer the continuance there of the same« 
triumph over the prjnce of darkness, which he* ^ * 

^ hath had in the present life. Yea, and of a pprce,’ 

% of rest in AbnfeamVbosombut not qf unantici- 
'* pating satisfaction; nay, but of longing, of earnest 
lony ing, aaof active praying, until the day of the 
re-union ofthe soul with the body, and her marriage 
witli the Lamb. Aye, and more believe a state 
of activity, of active drivihg baclajnd d iscomfiting 
of S itin’s eyil power in those regions: of wounding, * 
and bruising, and vexing, and plaguing him, and 
cpiHpieringandtriumpjungoverhiin, and perpetu- 
' ating the Vrork which ra those>,mansions the Lord 
did set On foot. Int& which things Lenter not at 

* large; but am content to ensure you in at the same 
* presence of Christ which sustained ylm here, and 

made you more than conquerors in flesh over sin, 
and over Satan idphe worlc^nthroned, will ^isfe|p 

# you there, and tnake you jjhore than conquerprs 
over S&an in his spiritual power; there beipg no ... 
more doubt, no more uncertainty, but*glory, joy, ^ 
and Assurance, expectation^ desire, and earnest g. 

, longing for the .day^pf our rqpnifestation as the r 
titons of God. for thewlay of our adoption by the 
'fedemptioBif the£&ody. * ^ ■» 

Oh, bremren, tvhat a scene of deep medita- 
tion 'I have^carried you over! opening to you 
the :{jnuwliation of the ^on qf Man for the end of . 
God’s Jory ai^j. our salvation;—his contention , ? 


I 

V 




'with an th^jspirits of evil in earthly places, and 
iimhe deep pla<9$ of their unhindered strength;— 
his temptationsvjn^es^ with every Torm of sin, 
and his extreme an utter desertion in death;—a 
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threefold region, deeper and deeper still, of trial 
and of suffering; the first, conynencingFfrom the 
temptation in the Wilderness, and extending over 
his life; the second, commencing from the Garden 
of Gethsemane, and extending to his death; 
the last, commencing from those' excruciating 
words, “ My God, my God, why hast thou for¬ 
saken me!” and extending over the period of his 
disembodied being. All this travail of the Son of 
Man, my brethren, was undergone for the glory 
of God in the redemption of our souls! What 
think you then of the unmeasurable love with 
which God hath loved you in his Son ? what think 
you of the inexpressible value of your souls, which 
were bought with such a price ? what think you of 
the inconceivable glory for which such deep humi¬ 
liation prepared the way ? Will you then contemn 
this love; will you set at nought this sacrifice; 
will you barter away this birthright of glory, be¬ 
cause you have to be followers of this humility? 
Count ye it not rather honourable to walk where 
the Son of God walked, and to suffer wherein he 
suffered ? For its own sake, would you not rather 
suffer with the Son of God, than enjoy the plea¬ 
sures of sin, or rejoice with the servants of sin ? 
Or would you shuffle off the form of his humilia¬ 
tion, strike a truce with the world, and give way to 
the devil, and indulge the flesh; and perish 
utterly ?—Perish utterly from the way, all who 
are ashamed of Christ’s Cross ! Perish utterly 
from the way, all who go about Jo please them¬ 
selves, and not Him whose disciples and servants 
we are! O Lord, grant us grace never to be 
ashamed of thy Son! O God, grant us grace 
never to be ashamed of the Son of Man! Endow 
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us with strength to follow him through good and 
through bad report; and to £ive our life for him, 
who gave his life a ransom for us; yea, and to 
give our life for the brethren for whom he died. 

For the encouragement of such devoted fellow¬ 
suffering, for the ashaming of such shrinking and 
♦ apostate fears, take this discourse as my offer¬ 
ing unto you, dear brethren; wherein I have, 
according to my gift, laid out in order the four¬ 
fold act of humiliation and suffering which the 
Son of Man underwent in order to bring glory 
unto God, to be to us both for instruction and for 
assurance: for instruction, to guide us in the way; 
and for assurance, to encourage us in the way. 
If we would bring glory to God, and be glorified 
with the glory of the Son of Man, we must walk 
in his footsteps, and contend with the devil, the 
world, and the flesh, as he did; and, having fought 
the good fight, and finished our course, enter, as 
he did, into the joy of our Lord. And to success 
in this, nothing will avail but earnestly and con¬ 
stantly to look unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith; who endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is now set down at the right hand of 
God. “ Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit.” He died only to bear fruit in 
us; by death to destroy him that had the power 
of death, and deliver them who through the fear 
of death were all their life-time subject to bondage: 
he died to bruise Satan under our feet: he died to 
condemn sin in the flesh, and to deliver us from 
the curse of the Law into the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God. We are the fruit which have 
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grown from that seed that fell into the ground and 
died. We have the first-fruits of that glory into 
which he entered, even the Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our glory : and it is in no 
single strength, it is in no human or private strength, 
that we go out to this warfare against the devil, 
the world, and the flesh; but it is in the strength 
of him who conquered: for we are but a conti¬ 
nuation of his strength; his very body, pos¬ 
sessed with his very Spirit: in us God worketh 
mightily to will and to do of his good pleasure: 
“ we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.” There¬ 
fore, beloved brethren, this discourse, descriptive 
of Christ’s sufferings, is a discourse exhortative 
and instructive to you to undertake the fellow¬ 
ship of the same: this discourse, descriptive of 
Christ’s triumph over all his and your enemies, is 
a discourse full of assurance to every one who 
believeth in Christ. It is by spreading our souh 
in wide contemplation of the mighty work of God 
in the humiliation and exaltation of the Son of 
Man; it is by collecting our souls in intenser 
meditation upon the personal experiences of the 
Son of Man; that we shall grow into his image : 
and be led of the Holy Spirit into these the deep 
things of God, into which I have sought a little to 
introduce you this day. Therefore I do entreat 
you to “ consider Him who endured such contra¬ 
diction of sinners against himself, lest you also 
be weary and faint in your minds.” He hath set 
us an example, that we should follow his steps.— 
“ Now, the God of peace, who brought again from 
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the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work, 
to do his will; working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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SERMON IV. 

THE FRUITS OF TI1E INCARNATION. 


EPHES. 1.2. j 

Grace be to you, and peace. 

We have, in the three preceding discourses, con¬ 
sidered the Incarnation as a great purpose of the I 
Divine counsels, designed for the ends of God’s | 
own glory, and accomplished by the manifestation 
of God’s fulness in the person of the Son, who for I 
that end became man: and it remains that we 
should now shew what fruits, unto the children 
of men and unto the world, it hath left behind it. 
To endeavour to estimate how much mankind are 
the better for this wonderful act of God, is the 
subject of our fourth and last discourse upon this 
mighty theme. And here we do, of design, 
limit ourselves to that which we actually possess, 
without entering into the infinite field of what we 
shall inherit hereafter. Not that I can separate 
the Gospel into parts, and discourse of it piece¬ 
meal ; but that I can shew how the fulness of it 
bears upon this present condition in which the 
world since the Incarnation of Christ hath been 
passing its days. For I would be considerate of 
the church's present sickly and infirm condition; 
and would not sicken her weakened appetite by 
presenting such objects of faith as a second advent, 
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and a glorious kingdom of the saints upon the 
earth; but would humbly endeavour, by serving 
out some such food as she hath a relish for, to 
bring her into a state of lustier and stronger health. 
Because, God knows, 1 pity from my heart our 
leanness, and I know too well the communion of 
the saints to think that 1, or any other, can escape 
from it otherwise than by endeavouring to deliver 
all the election of grace. There is a law of or¬ 
ganization in the body of Christ, which forbiddeth 
one to flee from, and stand independent of, the 
rest. As soon might one member of the body 
expect to thrive by labouring for itself only. 

Now, in considering the subject of the fruits 
which we have from the Incarnation, I perceive 
them to be two-fold—the one respecting our know¬ 
ledge of the grace of God; the other respecting our 
enjoyment of peace within ourselves. Of the sub¬ 
stance of this grace and peace, as derived from the 
Incarnation, I would first speak. Then I would 
speak of the free publication of them to men. 
And, thirdly, of the application of them to every 
individual. 

I. I am first, therefore, to speak of the substance 
of that grace and peace with which we are blessed 
by the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

l. And first, of grace.—The grace of God is an 
essential and substantial part of the Divine being 
and existency, like wisdom, or justice, or goodness, 
or- truth: not an accidental, but an eternal and 
necessary, attribute of his substance; which he 
inay reveal and manifest to his creatures, or with¬ 
hold to his own enjoyment, as it may seem good 
to his own infinite wisdom and unrestrained will. 
But if it is to be manifested to the creatures, those 
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who are the subjects of it must have come under 
his mortal displeasure; because grace is more 
than goodness—it is forgiveness and favour to 
those who have deserved our displeasure. And how 
creatures are to become objects of the disfavour of 
God, who is invariable in his goodness, otherwise 
than by despising his goodness in their creation, 
and setting his holy will at nought, and tram¬ 
pling on the expressed and ordained laws of their 
being, is not to be conceived. Sin, therefore, 
is a pre-requisite to grace; and only a sinner can 
be the subject of grace : others may know good¬ 
ness, but sinners alone can know grace. And 
herein is beheld the mystery of the fall of man, 
and of the entering in of sin, in order to make way 
for the manifestation of that grace of God which 
could not otherwise be divulged. But while this 
is truly so, and doth comfort us with the power 
and purpose of God in bringing good out of evil, 
we are not therefore the less to stand amazed 
with horror at sin, or the less to admire the 
boundless love and grace of God in redeeming us 
from sin. It doth, indeed, but reflect the greater 
honour and glory upon this attribute of the Divine 
character concerning which we discourse, that it 
should come in to restore and rebuild, to heal and 
remedy, the disagreement and disorder of that 
most excellent work which was produced from 
the labour of all the other attributes of God. In 
all our discourse, therefore, of the manifestation 
and operation of grace, we should never foil to 
remember that its fountain is in God, and that all 
its abundance proceedeth from him. 

But though this grace be an essential part of 
the Divine substance which doth require a sinful 
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creature to exercise itself upon, it is an act of 
Divine will and sovereignty whether it shall be 
exercised at all, and also upon whom it shall be 
exercised: whereof the great and standing proof is 
given to us in his having passed by the angels 
which kept not their first estate, whose sin gives 
them no claim to that which we of sovereign grace 
received. There can be no doubt, that the Lord 
might have left us all to perish in that estate of 
sin and misery into which we had fallen : other¬ 
wise, if there lay any incumbency upon him, it 
were no more grace, but obligation. If he 
were not free to pass us by, then was he obliged 
to take us up; and room for grace there were 
none.—Grace is not goodness, nor is it harmony, 
nor is it wisdom, nor any other attribute of God 
which is exhibited in creation; but it is that 
power and liberty which remaineth in God after 
all these have done their work, and seen that work 
frustrated by sin, to come in the second time, and 
out of the ruins build a more glorious temple than 
the first, so framed and fashioned as to reveal hid¬ 
den treasures of the Godhead which the first could 
never bring to light. The question, why there 
should be a ruin at all, we touch not here: we do 
but say, that a ruin there must be, a fallen and mi¬ 
serable estate of sin, before grace hath any occa¬ 
sion to discover or room to display itself. It is in 
recovering men from ruin, and saving them from 
perdition, that the grace of God exerts itself; as 
his power did exert itself in creating them at 
first. And grace shews itself in wisdom and in 
righteousness and in harmony and in holiness and 
in goodness and in truth, even as creation did: so 
that I feel obliged to take a somewhat higher 
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ground, and say, that grace is not an attribute of 
God, like wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good¬ 
ness, and truth: but a form of the will of God, 
whereof all those are but the attributes or cha¬ 
racteristics. As the will to create was waited 
on and carried into effect by all those attendant 
attributes, so also was the will to save. The 
act of grace is therefore like the act of creation, 
and hath its similitude in nothing else. It is ano¬ 
ther mood, if I may so express it, in the Divine 
mind; another act in the great mystery of mani¬ 
festing himself. Grace, therefore, is not mercy, 
but mercy is to be seen in grace; it is not holi¬ 
ness, but holiness is to be seen in grace ; and so 
of every other attribute of the Godhead. It is 
a new act of the Divine will, in which all the 
features of the Divinity will manifest themselves. 

And, still a little higher to ascend into the 
nature of grace, I would observe, that it is not, 
as it were, the second term of a decreasing, but 
of an increasing series ; not of a descending, but 
of an ascending ratio: it is not the repairing of 
a breach, or the reforming of a mistake, or the reme- 
dying of a disease; but it is the further opening of 
the mystery of the Divine Being, and the exalting 
of the Divine handy-work into a higher region: not 
to place man where Adam was, but far above what 
Adam had the idea of; to exalt the nature of man 
into consubstantial and eternal union with the na¬ 
ture of God, and in humanity to make God for ever 
manifest, and to lift the sons of men into the 
nearest link of the chain which haugeth from the 
throne of God. There is a great over-estimate and 
exaggeration of the work of creation, by trans¬ 
ferring to it the spiritual ideas which we have 
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obtained from the regeneration, and decking out 
the primitive estate §f the first Adam with ho¬ 
nours derived from tt)e essential properties of the 
second Adam: but to me it is clear and manifest, 
that the second Adam, which is the child of the 
regenerating Spirit, is as much superior to the 
first Adam, which is the child of the creating 
. Spirit, as a quickening spirit is to a living soul, as 
the spiritual body of the resurrection is to the na¬ 
tural body which we have at present; as the prime 
place and prerogative of heaven is to the possession 
of a garden, and the sovereignty of angels of heaven 
"is to the sovereignty of the creatures of the earth. 

And by how- much I believe the issues of the rege¬ 
neration to be unspeakably more noble than the 
issues of creation were, by so much do I believe 
this second act of the will of the Godhead, which ' 
is revealed in grace, to be more excellent than the 
former act of creation was. It is a great step for- * 
ward in the great work of self-manifestation; it is 
a high advancement in the progress of the sta¬ 
bility and blessedness of all things.-So much, 

in general, may be said concerning the nature and 
dignity of grace. 

And now I proceed to speak in particular of. 
grace as manifested in the redemption of sinful men 
by Jesus Christ. “ The Law was given by Moses; 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” Por 
though it be oft written in the Old Testament, 
that God is gracious, and full of compassion, and 
- plenteous in mercy, as was proper to a dawning dis¬ 
pensation, preparatory to the full manifestation of 
the same, there was no open revelation of the man¬ 
ner how, or the means whereby, a sinner could be 
justified, until Christ came. They were concluded 
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under sin by the Law, and shut up there, until the 
Redeemer should come to bear the iniquity of Jacob. 
Nor could it otherwise be, until the Father was 
plainly revealed; which, again, could not be, until 
the Son came forth from his bosom. This revela¬ 
tion of the Father, which no one but the Son was 
competent to make, is the revelation of the grace 
which is in the will of God. The name. Father, by 
which we are permitted to name the First Person of 
the blessed Trinity, is the proper name of all grace, 
mercy, and love, combined with all authority and 
power and will. By which name no one may 
approach the Godhead, but he who believeth in 
Christ, and hath been taught of the Holy Spirit 
And, in truth, the revelation of God under a Trinity 
of Persons is the manifestation of his grace; and 
till grace was to be manifested this name of God- 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—could not be named, 
might not be imagined, must be shrouded in a 
mystery inaccessible to the view of prophet or to 
the eye of seer: and I reckon it to be little less 
than a dishonouring of our Prophet’s prerogative to 
go about to search for the open revelation of it in 
the Old Testament, or in the work of creation. 1 
believe that in the work of creation it cannot bv 
searching be found out; and in the Old Testament 
can be discovered only by the interpretations and 
fulfilments of the New. And whosoever can frame 
to utter this name with his spirit, is born of God 
The Father’s grace is manifested in his being will¬ 
ing to become a Father to those who had already 
subverted themselves from his favour, and brought 
themselves under his wrath and curse: it was further 
manifested by his willingness to suffer his Son to 
go forth of his bosom, and take sinful flesh, and 
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come under cursed conditions'; which wtas, * 
thing never to hove been imagined, nor ever to 
have been believed, had it not been performed; 
and never to have been, performed, had not the 
grace of God been able to'surpass all limit* 
both of imagination and beliefs For in every 
Oct of that humiliation of (Iis Son, as in the 
first idea of it, the Father must be hidden in the 
* righteous Judge ; and this, too, that he may be 
known as a Father. In ordter, I say, to be known 
as a Father to the rebellious, be must hide his 
Fatherhood , from the only-begotten and well-be¬ 
loved Son: which, ,1 say again, were a thing; in¬ 
credibly paradoxical if it had not really been. 
And it neyer would have been, save tor make 
known the infinite excellencies and profound 
mysteries of Divine grace; how justice, and ho¬ 
liness, and most precious sacrifice, and the sus¬ 
pension of tenderest love, hoW anguish, and 
tears, and groans, and the strongest torments, and 
the deepest abasement, must all be swallowed up 
in the amplitude of the signification and power of 
grace. I may call creation a pastime, if I call grace 
a work: or, if you will call creation a work, then 
I must cad grace his strange work, his peerless and 
aurpassing work. The one is but as the formless 
chaos, upon whose heaving disorder and restless 
strife the glorious attributes of grace are to be en¬ 
graven for ever, in the order and beauty aad bless¬ 
edness of an eternal and unchangeable world. 

Of this most gracious act of the Father, to sus¬ 
pend his love of his only-begotten Son, the image 
of himself, the iiilness of his own perfections; 
and to suffer him to come into the sorest tribula¬ 
tion and most perilous risk; yea, to arm his right 
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hand with the sword of his wrath against him, as 
one accursed;—of this act of the Godhead, I say. 
the boundless range and immense wealth of grace 
could never have been known, nor believed, but 
by the reducing of it into act, and shewing it out 
in the very fact of the incarnation of the Eternal 
Word: wherein the mystery of grace becometi 
manifest, and the contemplation of it possible, 
though the comprehension of it be utterly beyond 
our reach. “ Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not ”—no created thing, nor aught that by creation 
could be produced, was of any avail: grace came 
not under that type at all, and hath no relation 
thereto whatever. “ Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil ? ” No, nor with all the creature 
that came forth out of nothing by the power o: 
the creating Word. “ Shall I give my first-bom 
for my transgression ? the fruit of my body for the 
sin of my soul?” It were of no avail. What 
then ? “ He hath shewed thee, O man, whatis 

good : and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to wall 
humbly with thy God ? ” He requireth a man, a 
perfect man, a just, holy, and humble man. This 
is what will please him: give it, if thou canstrbot 
nothing less; not by a jot or tittle; for heaven and 
earth shall pass away sooner than he will relin¬ 
quish one jot or tittle of the Law. There is ne 
sacrifice for a wilful sin: a sin of the spirit cannot 
be made up for by any bodily gift or visible offer¬ 
ing ; no, not by the round globe and infinite uni¬ 
verse. A man, a perfectly obedient man, a manat 
all points commensurate with the law of God's most 
holy will: that will do. But this was impossible; 
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“ for all had sinned, and come short qf the glory 
of God.” Yea, and there never could be such a 
thing, as that a creature, come forth out of the 
all-comprehensive womb of the Word into out¬ 
ward being, should stand there otherwise than > 
under the decree of election; which arresteth the 
b decay of certain ones, in expectation of, and I 
may say under condition of, Him that was to 
come and stand outwardly as a man. The Word, ' 
himself must take a body; the Second Person of , 
the Divinity must go out, and outward stand or 
fall. This is grace, for the essential Godhead to take 
a body. The Willingness to do so, saveth us and 
all who believe. “ By thg which Will we are sanc¬ 
tified, by the offering of the body of Christ” That 
act of obedience, written in these words of the xl th > 
Psalm, “ Then said 1, Lo, I come: in the volume 
of thy book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, O my God; yeg* thy law is within my 
heart,” is the redemption of the fallen, is the 
ransom of the elect, ,js the satisfaction of the law, 
is the manifestation of grace, is the fulness of 
love, is the stability and blessedness of all things: 
for which God suspended his wrath at the fall of 
Adam, and hath borne with the wickedness of 
man until this day; because his Son had said that 
word, “ Lo, 1 come; ” because the Godhead is 
gracious, and was pleased to reveal its grace, 
which could not be otherwise revealed. And as 
the first act of offering or dedication was, so was ‘ 
every act of the fulfilment and accomplishment 
thereof. Every act of Christ’s incarnation was an 
act of self-emptying and man-fullfilling; wherein 
the Godhead was quiescent, if I may so speak, 
that the humanity might be wholly active; the 
Divinity suspending itself, that the humanity, 
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supported by the Holy Spirit, might endure the 
weight of the offended holiness and justice of 
God. There were present, in every act, both the 
Divine and human natures; the Divine nature 
restraining its power and might and glory, that 
the man, that the servant, that he who “was made 
sin for us who knew no sin,” that he who was 
“made a curse for us,” might in every thing act 
and suffer and endure. So that, as the divines 
say, his Divinity was the passive golden altar 
whereon his humanity was sacrificed for sin. And 
herein lies the two-fold character of every act of 
Christ,—its meritoriousness, in that his Divinity 
was divested in order that his humanity might per¬ 
form it; its imitableness, in that his humanity did 
perform itthroughthe sustenanceof the Holy Ghost. 
So that, what grace there was in the first declaration. 
“ Lo, I come: a body hast thou prepared for me.' 
there was in every several act; for every several act 
was the embodying, the impersonifying ofthe Divine 
nature in that particular act of mauhood, yea, in 
that particular penalty of fallen manhood: for 1 
believe literally, as the Apostle literally writetb, 
“ that he was made sin for us who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.” Now this is grace, even the incarnation 
of the Eternal Word : and the eternal union of 
the two natures is the monument of grace. Of 
which, let me say again and again, and for ever 
say it, that the measure thereof is impossible, and 
the estimate incomprehensible, and shall remain 
so for ever. But we, who are drawn up into its 
blessed fellowship by the Spirit, shall drink of the 
exhaustless rivers of his grace, and so shall all 
the election and faithful in Christ Jesus. 

And, touching the grace of the Holy Spirit, it 


Digitized by 


Google 



• FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 223 

is manifested in the sustaining of the 'humanity 
of Christ; m bringing him into the condition of 
humanity; in the construction of that body unto 
which he did wed himself for ever; and in the 
empowering, of it to endure* the extremity of the 
Father’s wrath, and the load of eVery sin whereto 
flesh and blood are obnoxious. For I believe, and 
will ever affirm, according to the language of all 
the Psalms, that the body of Christ, which was ' 
without spot and blemish, had yet inherent in it, 
and resting upon it» every form of infirmity, and 
was liabfe to every description of sin; was led into 
all temptation; yet was not prevailed against, but 
could always say,* “ It is*no more I, but sin pre¬ 
sent in me and aroupd me and on every side of me,- 
but never able to oversway my holy will, or, rather, 
not mine, but my Father’s:” for he said upon 
one occasion, “ Not my will, but thine, be done 
which word teaches us, that there was a will of 
the flesh always soliciting him, and, as I judge, 
far more violently than any other man; which the 
almighty will of the Spirit, the perfect obedience 
of the Son of Man, his undismayed faith, his un¬ 
wearied prayer, his strong cryings and tears, did 
enable him to restrain during the appointed period 
of his Incarnation. All sins, infirmities, and dis¬ 
eases had free access to him by the way of his 
humanity: they nestled in it, but could not pollute 
it; they begirt it on every side, but could not dismay 
it; they straitened, tortured, and slew it, but could 
not bring it under the dominion of sin for one in¬ 
stant; and did but slay themselves, in slaying that 
body into which they had entered to make war upon r 
the spirit which dwelt therein: so that, according 
as it is written, “ He condemned sin in the flesh,” 
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“ he bore our sins in his own body upon the tree:” 
and, taking away the substance of all fleshly sin,he 
took away the carnal ceremonies and ordinances of 
thelawwhichmadecontinualremembranceofthem, 
nailing them to his cross. All this he did by the 
power of the Holy Ghost; because God was with 
him; because the Father was in him by the Holy 
Spirit; because the humanity, sustained of the 
Spirit, as by the Spirit it was formed, was able 
to receive and unite itself to the Divinity, through 
all the perilous voyage, from the nativity to the 
resurrection, or rather to the ascension' and in¬ 
stallation in glory: when the Holy Spirit, hav¬ 
ing accomplished this most momentous and peril¬ 
ous act of incarnate grace, did descend to the 
earth on the day of Pentecost, in order to do for 
the rest of the elect that which he had done for 
the first-born of the family, the first-begotten from 
the dead. 

Such, dear brethren, I conceive to be the true 
account of that fulness of grace which was ex¬ 
hibited to outward observation in the person and 
work of Christ Jesus, our ever-blessed Lord. And 
as to him is the origin of the gift due, so to him also, 
and to him alone, pertaineth the honour of hav¬ 
ing manifested it. The Father declareth nothing 
of himself, as Father, but by the Son: and the 
Son doeth nothing of himself, but by the Father. 
Nevertheless, it were greatly to misrepresent the 
truth to say, that, though there was no open 
revelation before the advent of Christ, there were 
no indications and promises and unequivocal 
significations of this grace, which was about to 
come: for even from the beginning, when man 
fell, Christ began to be preached, and the effects 
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of this preaching began to bo felt Nay, I will 
go .further, and say, that fallen man, and all the 
creation which fell with him, are a dim mani- 
' festathm of, and do make a continual endeavour 
to reveal the Christ; that, 'all burdened and op¬ 
pressed witil sin as the creation hath become, and 
. all unworthy to declare its Creator’s being and 
attributes, it hath yet in itself the promise, and 
putteth forth the desire, of a higher and holier con- 1 
dition yet to be. Wherein eonsistetb hs burden, 
that it cannot be what it would be: it is struggling 
after something better. It would deposit its load, 
bat it cannot. It all waited, and waiteth still, for 
the coming of Christ; for whom it is a silent wit¬ 
ness, and of whom it is a patient expectant. Winch 
the troubled condition of the abject creature to 
comfort, and to re-establish the peace df all things; 
is the second fruit and benefit of the Incarnation 
of the Son of God: that peace which grace work- 
eth in the sinftil creature. But rightly to under¬ 
stand this peace, which the earth hath derived 
from Christ, it will be necessary to look back to 
the beginning of the trouble and distress. 

s. The origin of all trouble and disorder within, a9 
of all trouble and disorder without, is to be found in 
the sinful condition into which man and his habita¬ 
tion have been brought by the Fall. For it is of 
the nature of God to create all things perfect and 
blessed in their kind; and we certainly know that 
man was so created, and the dominion over which 
he ruled. There was no breach of peace amongst 
all the creatures over whom he held the mastery, 
nor between his wife and him, nor between God and , 
his living soul, nor among the elements of crea¬ 
tion, nor any where within all the bounds of his 
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habitation. Of which complete and perfect 
blessedness that we may have some idea, hear 
how the Prophet Ezekiel is rapt into visions of 
glory upon a mere allusion which he makes to 
Eden, for the sake of illustrating the glory of one 
whom he calleth the King of Tyrus: “Thus saith 
the Lord God, Thou sealest up the sum, full of 
wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been 
in Eden the garden of God ; every precious stone 
was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the 
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and 
gold : the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou 
wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that 
covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon 
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up 
and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou 
wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou 
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 
From the entering of sin into the mind of man. 
whence it quickly circulated through his body, 
and unto the creatures his body-servants, and over 
the earth his habitation, there would have ensued 
upon him all the wretchedness and hopelessness 
of the second death, upon his habitation all the 
barrenness and misery of the lake that burneth. 
had it not been for that Sacrifice which was 
slain from the foundation of the world for the 
atonement of sin; that purpose, which God pur¬ 
posed in himself, to bring in, through the lowly 
gate of fallen man, the Eternal Ruler and Go¬ 
vernor, the Lord and Christ of the universe. But 
for this there would have remained to us no ambi¬ 
tion of better things, nor desire of things unattain- 
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able, nor hope of things possible, nor enjoyment of 
things blessed upon the earth: all would have 
been flat, remediless ruin, and iron inflexibility of 
fate: and more speedy than the lightning, and 
more wasteful than the thunder-bolt, would have 
come the execution of the curse, “ In the day 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Now, 
seeing that it came not so to pass; and that the 
being of man and of the earth hath been sustained 
' in some measure of health and wealth, in conside¬ 
ration of the offering which was to be rendered for 
that first sin and for all its issues; we ought to be at 
pains to consider the condition into which we came, 
and the point of fall at which we were arrested in 
our passage down to the gulf of the second death; 
and to regard it not only as derived from, but some¬ 
how illustrative of, the work which Christ was to 
accomplish upon the earth. For I believe that in 
what way the promise, “ The Seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head,” did prefigure the 
work of Christ in the Incarnation; so the condition 
into which man came, being by virtue of that 
promise detained from falling farther, doth shadow 
forth in the same degree that condition into which 
the Incarnation of Christ was to bring his church; 
and in which we now do actually stand, waiting 
the restoration of the earth to some better and 
more blessed estate than that from which it fell. 
For it is a vain thing to go about to describe the 
state of Adam and his fallen race as a state of pure 
devilishness and hellish misery; or to describe the 
state of the church as a state of angelic rest and 
heavenly blessedness: which neither of them is; 
but only the state of transition to the one and to 
the other of these extreme conditions: yea, and 
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T will add, both of them goodly in their kinds, 
derived from the sacrifice of Christ, which hath 
not only virtue to sanctify and bless the holy 
place of the spiritual church, but in a lower degree 
also the outward court of the visible church; 
and, in a lower degree still, the very court of the 
Gentiles, or the whole world. So that all are his 
debtors; “ his own,” though they know it not; 
his own by salvation, though they esteem it not. 
And without taking into consideration the nature 
of this misery, which Christ removeth from the 
soul of man, you shall never be able to render any 
right account, or to make any exact discourse, con¬ 
cerning the peace which he induceth in its room. 

As Adam in his unfallen state was a type, and 
the only perfect type, of Christ, our perfect 
righteousness; so Adam in his fallen state, and 
all fallen men, are types of the believer while be 
is yet warring his warfare in the militant church: 
and the world itself, with its laws and ordinances 
of government, its judges and courts of justice, and 
royal seat of sovereignty and mercy, is a type or¬ 
dained of God to shadow forth the conditions of the 
church, and the nature of the government through 
which God is conducting her to eternal and stable 
blessedness. When, in virtue of Christ’s sacrifice, 
man was arrested, and the world arrested, from 
instant perdition, it immediately came under hi? 
administration; and hath been tempered and re¬ 
strained in its continual tendency to destruction by 
his mighty power, for the one end of testifying hi? 
grace and of educing peace from the disorder which 
sin had introduced. The curse which went forth 
upon man and upon woman, and upon the ground 
for their sakes, not being the curse of death that was 
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threatened, must be held as a constitution of grace 
and mercy in an inferior degree, proportionate to 
the inferior light: which should hold together and 
foe made the basis of future operations of the Rege¬ 
nerator, until the complete resurrection and life 
sfoould be educed, and established for ever. Adam, 
when he had fallen out of his creation state, was 
immediately placed under the constitution of the 
Gospel by the promise—he, and all his children 
who should exercise faith and hope upon him 
that was to come. As his posterity sinned 
in him, and fell with him; so were they in him 
caught in their fall, and strengthened against their 
sin, by the promise of Christ: and from henceforth 
they sinned against that Christ whom they did not 
choose to keep in their remembrance, or to hand 
down unto their children. All men sin in the way 
of infidelity and apostasy, and shall be judged by 
the Christ whose redeeming promise they did not 
heed, and whose preservation from the curse of 
death they did not acknowledge; whose gifts, 
under the canopy of his eternal love, they turned 
against himself, to his dishonour and dispraise. 
And this, which was left in man, this door of hope, 
this light of reason, and consciousness in the will 
of its owtn bondage, is what St. Paul meaneth 
when he saith of the heathen, in the first chapter 
of the Romans, “ Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them; for God hath 
shewed it unto them:” and again; “When the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the law, these, not having 
the law, are a law unto themselves; which shew 
the work of the law written in their hearts; their 
conscience also bearing them witness, and their 
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thoughts the mean while accusing, or else excusing 
one another.” If they call this the light of nature, 
let it be understood that it is the light which is 
manifested in the reason and will of man in spite 
of the darkness of nature ; and know that all the 
trouble and despair from which Christ educeth 
peace, cometh of this very controversy which there 
is between the freedom of a spirit and the powers 
of nature which lie with heavy oppression upon 
its breast. 

There is a light in the darkness, a light shining 
in the darkness, which the darkness never com- 
prehendeth ; which light is the free gift of Christ: 
according to that word of the Gospel of John; “ He 
is the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world : ” and this is the light of 
reason, which all men should have kept as the lamp 
of God, trimming it with the oil of his revealed 
will, and waiting for the arising of the day-star, and 
the dawning of the day upon their heart. And be¬ 
cause the virgins have been more foolish than to 
trim their lamps, and expect the Bridegroom, they 
will be judged at his coming, every one of them, 
and rejected from the heavenly and eternal state 
of his blessedness. And, further, because the light 
of Christ in man would have been unprofitable 
without an outward object in which it might exer¬ 
cise itself, I said that the creation, all fallen as it 
is, is pregnant with a birth, and gives signs to the 
enlightened of a travailing sorrow. It was ar¬ 
rested on its course to death, and stayed in that 
condition in which we behold it, and there con¬ 
stituted in a state, not of paradise, and not of 
death, but between the two; which seemed to 
Him the fittest to be made the basis of that re- 
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demption which he is to bring out of it by the 
washing of water and the purification of fire. 
And to this agree the words of Paul, in the same 
place: “ For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being un¬ 
derstood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead: so that they are 
without excuse; because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened....And even 
as they did not like to retain God in their know¬ 
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind.... 
Who knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do them.” This language were not proper 
to be spoken of the Heathen, if they had not 
been in a state of apostasy from a religion which 
belonged unto all men, and had its constant 
ground in the fallen constitution of man, and its 
constant objeet in the fallen constitution of things. 
It is just the language which we could take up at 
present, and use of the Papal apostasy; and 
which Paul, looking at it prophetically, doth use 
of it, saying, “ That it shall come in the power 
of Satan, with all deceivableness of unrighteous¬ 
ness in them that perish, because they received 
not the love of the truth that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie : that they 
all might be damned, who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” I am borne 
out, therefore, and sustained by Scripture, when 
I say that the condition at which God arrested 
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the fall of man’s soul, and of the creatures, and 
to which he made known a revelation of redemp¬ 
tion to come, ritually represented in sacrifices of 
blood and offerings of all manner of increase, 
was a germinating Christianity, a church consti¬ 
tution, a ray of light in the spirit, and a Divine 
subject of knowledge in the visible creation. 

In order to perfect this testimony to the coming 
Christ, which all creation, even in its fall, was con¬ 
stituted to bear, it was necessary to separate the 
good from the evil by a distinct ordinance of God: 
—hence the origin of a revealed law. And this 
must not be confined to the conscience of man, is 
if that alone were fallen, but must extend itself 
over all the creatures :—whence the origin of a 
law of clean and unclean : not that any thing *a$ 
clean; but when all was unclean, this was the only 
way of testifying the uncleanness of any. It w* 
necessary to shew the defilement of nature in all 
her courses, whether dependent or independent 
upon the will of man:—hence the Levitical purity- 
ings and offerings for uncleanness. And in order 
that this testimony might be both constant and 
conspicuous to all the earth, it was necessary to 
separate a particular nation for the very end of 
maintaining it:—hence the distinction between 
Jew and Gentile. All this was done in prepara¬ 
tion for, and in expectation of, Him that was to 
come: who, being come, must proceed to remove 
the burden and bondage thus declared, and to 
work out the deliverance and pacification of tie 
world from this thraldom into which it had come. 
And thus we are brought to the second part of 
our subject, which is the peace that we have from 
the incarnation of Christ. 
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Now, the Incarnation of the Son of God, being 
the eternal and consubstantial union of the two na¬ 
tures, human and divine, in one person; as it is 
the embodying of the grace of the Godhead, and 
the presentation of it to the acceptance of man, so 
is it also the exemplification and the assurance of 
that reconciliation and peace which we have, and 
can have only, through the faith of tins very doc¬ 
trine, that the Son of God is come in the flesh. 
For m that act of Incarnation we behold the nature 
of sinful, fallen, suffering man entering into sweet 
and harmonious union with the sinless nature of 
God; the eternal and unchangeable discordancy 
which there is between the sin of the creature and 
the holiness of the Creator for ever harmonized; 
the most violent of all contradictions Teoonciled; 
and a door of hope, yea, and of assurance, open¬ 
ed, which no power shall ever shat. That the 
body of our Lord is the trae ground of all peace, 
is manifest from what St. Paul saith in this 
Epistle, at the 13th verse of the second chapter: 
** Bat now, in Christ Jeans, ye, who sometime were 
far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For 
he is ourpeaoe, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition which 
was between us; having abolished in his flesh 
the enmity, even the law of commandments which 
stood in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace; and that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby; and 
came and preached peace to you which were afar 
off, and to them which were nigh: for through 
him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father.” There are three ideas contained 
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in this passage, all of which must enter info 
the integrity of the peace which came by Jesus 
Christ. The first, That in his flesh, by the 
offering of his body upon the cross, he did break 
down the wall of separation which was between 
Jew and Gentile, and make them one: which is 
thus expressed in the Epistle to the Colossiaos, 
(ii. 14); “ Blotting out the hand-writing of or¬ 
dinances that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross.”—The second idea is. That both being thus 
reconciled to one another, and represented as 
united in his one body, he did reconcile unlo 
God, by the offering of his body upon the cross. 
This idea also is expressed in a corresponding 
passage of the Colossians (i. 20); “ And, having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things to himself: by him, I 
say, whether they be things in earth or things in 
heaven : And you, that were sometime alienated, 
and enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled, in the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unblame- 
able and unreproveable in his sight.”—The third 
idea is, That out of the reconciliation effected 
by the offering of his body upon the cross cometk 
the preaching of peace to them which were afar 
off, and to them which are nigh. And as the 
peace-speaking act of the incarnation and sacrifice 
of Christ is the beginning of all peace, whether 
between Jew and Gentile, or between God and 
man ; so must faith upon the former precede 
the possession of the latter: as it is immediately 
added, in that passage of the Colossians, ** If ye 
continue in the faith, grounded and settled, and 
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be not carried away from the hope of the Gospel 
which ye have heard: ” and so it is also written 
in the fifth chapter of the Romans, “ Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
throtfgh our Lord Jesus Christ.” That the peace 
which we partake through faith in the incarna¬ 
tion and offering of Christ, is purely derived from 
Christ as a fountain; and was in him first realised 
and manifested in that wonderful harmony and 
re-uhion of the two most violent contraries, the 
nature of fallen man and the nature of God; is 
further manifest from his bequeathing it so so¬ 
lemnly : “ Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you.” And in the passage quoted above he is 
called “our peace and in another Epistle it is 
called, “ The peace of God which passeth all un¬ 
derstanding : ” and in another passage, Christ’s 
ministry upon earth is called “ preaching peace:” 
and the preaching of the Gospel is called “ the 
ministry of reconciliation,” and is summed up in 
these words; “ That God was in Christ recon¬ 
ciling the world unto himself, not imputing unto 
men their trespasses.” These ideas, concerning 
that peace with which Christ hath blessed the 
troubled estate of man, I would now endeavour, 
by the grace of God, and in the strength of the 
Holy Spirit, to open in order. 

And first, concerning the reconciliation or peace 
which be made between Jew and Gentile, or 
concerning the taking away of that natural burden 
of all things, and those carnal ordinances which 
stood in meats and drinks and diverse wash¬ 
ings, and were ordained until the time of refor¬ 
mation ; I have to observe, that these were but 
the rudiments of the body of Christ, or the ele- 
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ments of the flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
are called “weak and beggarly elements; ” and 
amongst them are included, not only the ceremo¬ 
nies and ordinances of the Jewish worship, but 
also “ philosophy and vain conceit, after the tra¬ 
ditions of men, after the rudiments or element* 
of this world ; ” unto all which he saith, in ano¬ 
ther place, that “ we are dead with Christ.” 
In this conjunction of the traditions of the fathers 
on the one hand, with the institutions of the 
Jews on the other, and their removal out of the 
way by the Cross, there is a greater mystery 
involved than is generally supposed,—even the 
mystery, touched upon above, that all which had 
come before unto the Patriarchs and the Pro¬ 
phets, of ritual and formal observances, was but 
a preparation for, and as it were the materials of, 
Christ’s fleshly body, which was offered up oe 
the cross, and by the resurrection transformed 
into the body of glory which now sitteth at the 
right hand of God. The whole painful and bur¬ 
densome ceremonial of religion, that heavy yoke 
“ which neither we nor our fathers were able 
to bear,” was the pregnancy and pangs of the 
mother, until the child should be bom : which 
child being born, the body of the child beia; 
completed, and brought to the light of day, ail 
was accomplished; and the elements in which its 
ante-natal being had been preserved, having ful¬ 
filled their purpose, were of no further use, were 
good for nothing, whether they existed in the 
Jewish ceremonial or in the Heathen traditions 
When the Word had been made flesh, whet 
the Son of God had taken to himself a body, the 
whole significance of these ordinances stood in that 
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body, and the harden of them was by that body 
sustained. For be it carefully observed, that the 
whole Levitical economy was a remembrance of 
obligation and of sin; recalling ever fo mind the 
uncleanness of the flesh, the daily transgression, 
and the need of annual atonement; and shewing 
the obligation of every possession, that it was not 
ours in full right, bat another’s, holdenby us upon 
the payment of a certain proportion and die fulfil¬ 
ment of a certain service. This was the end of 
die Levitical institution, and indeed of the Fall- 
constitution also; and when Christ’s body was 
manifested, it lay upon that body to sustain the 
whole of that burden which the laborious Levites 
and ceremonious Jews, and of that also which the 
whole creation, had been burdened withal. And 
not any more in the figure, but in the reality, in 
very deed and in very truth, had the Lord Jesus to 
sustain in his body of the flesh all sins for which, 
under the Law, sin-offerings were wont to be made; 
and to serve all services for which the earth was 
holden in possession; and to fulfil all obligations 
under which the righteous and holy nation had 
been put until the substance of their righteousness 
and holiness should come. These were all the 
memorials of an account unsettled between God 
and man; of a ransom unpaid, of a captivity un¬ 
redeemed, of a lordship and seigniority which he 
held over us and all that we inherit. But now 
unto Christ’s body this vassalage was all trans¬ 
ferred : it was the captive, it was the slave; in 
sign of which it is said, in the xlth Psalm, “ Mine 
ear hast thou boredit was the beasts of atone¬ 
ment which were slain without the camp for the 
sin of the whole nation, and for the purification 
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of them and the most holy place. Such was the 
body of Christ, burdened, not with this man or 
that man’s sin, but with the sins of the flesh and 
of the visible world in the abstract; for the 
knowledge and continual remembrance of which 
the Jewish nation had been put under Levitica! 
priesthood. Therefore it is well regarded as bear¬ 
ing our sins, and being the propitiation, not only 
for our sins, but for those of the whole w r orld. 
All which divided between the holy and the 
unholy people, between Jew and Gentile, was 
now upon him ; yea, in him, “ in the body of his 
flesh: ” he bore the mighty load. 

This is the Apostle’s idea of the flesh of Chris: 
in all his Epistles: which having laid hold of, let j 
us now see how he maketh it serve to establish 
peace between Jew and Gentile, between the holy 
and the unholy, between God and man. He thus 
proceedeth : This body of his flesh, which was 
instinct with every form of sin (yet himself sinless!, 
which was weakened with every infirmity 
himself mightier than the mightiest), which wa^ 
oppressed with every obligation (yet himsei: 
under no obligation, but having obligation overall 
things); this body, thus conditioned, saith the 
Apostle, he took, and offered on the cross a sa¬ 
crifice of a sweet-smelling savour : and there he 
offered along with it all the ordinances and beg¬ 
garly elements and rudiments of the world, which 
were nailed to the cross with those very nails that 
nailed him to that accursed tree; and death 
passed upon them, and they were carried to the 
grave along with him: and did they rise with 
him ? Oh no ! God forbid that they should rise 
again! He rose, but he rose free of that sinful 
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wrapping: he left that vile cere-cloth in the 
tomb. “ Behold the place where he lay: ” they 
“ saw the linen clothes laid by themselves.” He 
arose with the body of his glory. There is a 
likeness of his death and there is a likeness of his 
resurrection; but these are not the same likeness: 
for in the former we are now planted, and in the 
latter we are hereafter to be raised. Now our 
Christ and our Lord, whom we worship, is not the 
dead, but the risen Christ; and the body which 
we are of, is not the body that was crucified, but 
the body that is risen. The baptism which we 
are baptized with, in order to enter his church, 
is a baptism unto death, and a burial with him; 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we also should walk in 
newness of life. And so far forth as we are of his 
church—that is, so far forth as we are in the Spirit 
—we are the fruits of his death, and wrought upon 
by the might of his resurrection. It is no longer 
a fleshly church, but it is a resurrection church; 
whose first beginning is laid in baptism, signi¬ 
fying our burial with him; “ not only the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but also the answer 
of a good conscience towards God“ not only the 
washing of the body with pure water, but the 
purging of the conscience from dead works, that 
we should serve the living God.” And if so be then 
that the Pentecostal church—that is, the church of 
the first fruits of the harvest which sprang from that 
grain of com which fell into the earth—be not a 
church holding of the fleshly body of Christ, 
which bare away all those ceremonial distinctions 
of clean and unclean, of holy and unholy, of Jew 
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and Gentile; but bolding of the risen body of 
Christ, and begotten by the power of the resur¬ 
rection—which body was clear from all those de¬ 
filements, and free from all those incumbrances, 
when, “ according to the Spirit of holiness,” he 
was gloriously and powerfully declared to be the 
Son of God and Lord of all;—then see ye not that 
we know, and can know, no distinction of Jew or 
Gentile, Scythian, bond or free, male or fem&k, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, but are one and 
alike in Christ Jesus, who hath abolished all dis¬ 
tinctions, and taken all divisions <^f men from men 
clean away ? “ He is our peace, who hath made 

both one, and hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition which was between us; having abo¬ 
lished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of com¬ 
mandments that stood in ordinances; for to make ia 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”— 
This I take to be the true account of the first part 
of the mystery of Christ’s peace-making. 

That this was the true Apostolical doctrine of 
the harmony and peace of Christ’s church, is 
manifest from the very errors into which it fell. 
The error of Hymeneus and Philetus, and the 
believers in the primitive times, was, “ that the 
resurrection is past already;” that is, the first 
resurrection, or the resurrection of the just— 
which no believer in the primitive age conceived 
to be at the same time with the universal resar- 
rection; for how then could they have said it was 
passed already, when they saw that the graves 
were still possessed of their dead, and death con¬ 
tinually taking the living ? The very form of the 
heresies of those days shew what was the form 
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of their sound doctrine. Now these men, misusing 
the doctrine laid down above, that the spiritual 
church is the first-fruits of Christ’s resurrection,and 
essentially holdeth of the life of the resurrection; 
misapprehending and misapplying this truth, they 
said, * Oh, then, that peculiar resurrection which 
we have in Christ Jesus is already passed upon 
us, who have been baptized into his church, and 
have received the Holy Ghost: we are therefore 
in the New-Jerusalem state, and may take our 
fill of all enjoyment, and enter into the Millennium, 
in which is pronysed an hundred-fold of all those 
objects of sensual gratification which we have 
forsaken.’ Exactly parallel to this is the notion 
which now prevails among many of the faithful, 
that our regeneration, or baptism of the Spirit, 
is our peculiar resurrection, the resurrection pro¬ 
mised by our Lord in these words, “ The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God; and they that bear 
shall live; ” and prophesied of in the Apocalypse 
under the name of “the first resurrection.” From 
which notion 1 perceive the same mischief to be 
fast proceeding as was produced in the primi¬ 
tive times. For if the Millennium were no more 
than the life of the regenerate, then the life of 
the regenerate ought to be the life of the Millen¬ 
nium, when “ they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are as the angels of God.” And 
though such fruits as were revealed in the first 
ages have not yet come out of this fallacy, I per¬ 
ceive daily the gradual growth of them. That rest 
and quietism which mark the inward experience 
of these, so that they have no wrestlings of spirit, 
xior great searchings of heart; that thirst of so¬ 
il 
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cicty, which hath constituted them into a world 
by themselves; that ambition of high and noble 
names and distinctions; that thirst for large and 
vast enterprizes; and much more which savoureth 
of a state of fruition, rather than a state oi 
denial; a state of victory and triumph, rather 
than a state of militancy, shew me the growth 
of the same effects which heretofore in the pri¬ 
mitive times flowed from this dangerous error, 
that, because we hold of the power of the re¬ 
surrection of Christ, therefore we have been par¬ 
takers of the resurrection already. The trnt 
answer to which is, the resurrection is the resur¬ 
rection, and the new birth is the new birth: the 
resurrection appertaineth to the body, and the 
new birth appertaineth to the Spirit, and is 
work of the Spirit. Resurrection must take pta 
after the body is dead, the second birth must take 
place after the first birth; the one hath reference 
to a death before it, the other only to a birth bet# 
it. It is just such another abuse of words who 
makes these same mystics talk of Christ’s king¬ 
dom to come being a spiritual kingdom. A> > ’ 
the answer is still the same:—Keep words to tbeu 
proper use: if you mean by spiritual kingdom, 
power in the Spirit, I have it now, and so hat 
every one that is born of God; and theApostte 
had it as much as I have it; and no body 
ever have more of it than was given at Penteccs- 
But I find something promised under the name 
of power, and kingdom, and government uponts 
earth. Now I know well what power and kingdo-- 
and government is, and that I have no inherita^ 
in it at present, but am made subject unto it 1c ' : 
conscience sake, am under its yoke and oppt' 
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sion; and Christis not ia it, but the devil and Anti* 
Christ. And this I am promised to possess in 
addition to that which I now possess : wherefore, 
believing words to'mean in Scripture what they 
mean elsewhere, I will expect it, let you spi¬ 
ritualists and mystics say what you pleaise. Even 
so this first resurrection, which ye hatfe made no 
epoch, nor event, nor visible thing at all,: but 
resolved into the work of the Spirit.to beget 
sons unto God, I do and will expect, and as¬ 
sure myself of, as a mybtery quite different from 
the new birth, and a hope in reserve for those 
who have received the former. I am baptized 
into my Lord’s death and burial, and thencd 
have the gift of the Spirit sealed upon me; aind 
the life which I live thereupon is by the powet 
of his resurrection; and he liveth in me, and in 
all his church, by the Holy Spirit. Still we bear 
about with us the body of sin and death, which 
is under the law of the flesh; but we have,' in 
virtue of the new birth, a law of the Spirit,’which 
warreth against the law of the flesh and over- 
cometh it; and in which, if we were perfected^ 
we should be without sib, completely restraining 
and overcoming the law of the flesh; and We 
might say, with Paul, to those motions of wicked* 
ness in the flesh to which we were conscious, 
yet not consenting, “ It is no more I that do it; 
but sin that dwelleth in me.” Now this is, to my 
apprehension, the exact condition of our Lord’s 
being from his'baptism, when he was filled with 
the Holy Ghost. His flesh was liable to all temp¬ 
tations, to all sinful assaults and invasions; he 
knew, he felt the whole power and might of Satan 
and sin; in this field they came and went most 
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freely, and by all stripes, strokes, and cruel in¬ 
flictions of every kind, and cunning devices, and 
subtle addresses, sought access to his will, to 
his mind : but his will consented not, never con¬ 
sented, never shifted its steady position towards 
God, and its stedfast obedience to all his de¬ 
crees ; and so was he sinless and spotless in him¬ 
self ; a worthy, a most worthy sacrifice in the 
humanity, though he bare our sins in hisovn 
body on the tree, though He was made sin for us 
who knew no sin. And thus being in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin, the Son of God by 
his holy life condemned sin in the flesh, and by 
his death triumphed over it, and all the princi¬ 
palities and dominions which it had usurped. 
Even as Paul saith, in the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians (ii. ia), “And having spoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.” 

Now, exactly so are we conditioned from our 
baptism to our resurrection, as he from his bap¬ 
tism to his resurrection was conditioned. We 
bear about with us the body of sin and death, 
judged of Christ, and brought into captivity to 
the Spirit; which dwelling in us, restrained it, 
and holdeth it captive, and triumpheth over it, 
to the glory of God and of his Christ. Whichact 
of the new life proceedeth from his resurrection, 
and also precedeth our resurrection; even as 
Christ’s life of the like kind preceded his resur¬ 
rection : for with him we must be humbled, if with 
him we would reign : we must go about withbim 
doing good, and undoing Satan’s evil deeds, if with 
him we would rise again, and reign, and be pre¬ 
sented faultless in the presence of the Father. 
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I am aware that the Famulists and Friends, 
not understanding the carnal nature of those or¬ 
dinances which Christ took out of the way, have 
dared, upon the strength of such passages as those 
quoted above, to exaggerate this idea, and to main¬ 
tain that the observation of the Sabbath, and the 
ordinances of public worship, and the preaching of 
the word, yea, and the stated reading of it, and 
the very sacraments also, are done away with by 
the crucifixion of the body of Christ. And I would 
say the same, if they could shew me that these 
were Levitical ordinances, or that they are fleshly 
ordinances; but as every one of them is essen¬ 
tially Christian and spiritual, having a reference 
to the presence of the Holy Spirit and the future 
advent of the Lord, the notion cannot for a mo¬ 
ment be maintained. Baptism, the initiatory rite 
of the church, signifies the putting off the carnal 
observances altogether, and the forsaking of the 
flesh itself; and declareth that every thing which 
is observed within the house, of which it is the 
entrance door, is not carnal, but spiritual. Prayer 
and praise are surely not carnal, but spiritual: 
and the word of God is the sword of the Spirit: 
and the foolishness of preaching is that by which 
God is pleased to save them that believe: and 
the sacrament of the Supper, which is celebrated 
in remembrance of Christ until he shall come 
again, is the standing symbol of our union with 
Christ by the Spirit, and pledge of our right and title 
to that new covenant, whose seal shall be broken 
when he comes again. And for the Sabbath, it 
was instituted in man’s estate of blessedness, and 
is neither patriarchal nor Levitical, but, like mar¬ 
riage, primeval; and therefore not surely to be 
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put off and on at pleasure by us, to whom it bath 
been made, not only primeval, but Christian, by 
the Lord of the Sabbath-day, who hath appoint¬ 
ed it to be the memorial of his own resurrection, 
when he arose the first-fruits of the regeneration 
and restoration of the world. These institutions 
Christ hath appointed to signify the continual pre¬ 
sence and abiding of his invisible Spirit with his 
church, and to foreshew his own personal presence 
in the ages to come; the signs of the separate and 
elect people, the helps of their communion, and the 
tokens whereby the world may know the blessing 
with which he blesseth them : to make his church 
an outward object for prophecy and the fulfilment 
of prophecy, until he should come again. These 
ordinances of the church are therefore not carnal, 
but spiritual; holding not of the fleshly, but of 
the risen body of Christ; looking back, not to the 
body of his humility, but to the body of his power 
and glory. And they are as necessary to a 
church expectant of a second advent, as the Le- 
vitical ordinances were necessary to a church 
expectant of a first advent. And it is neither sale 
nor dutiful, no, nor is it permitted, to abolish any 
one of them, nor to add to any one of them ; bGt 
patiently, yea, and gladly, as the means of grace 
to use them, until by his glorious advent, and 
the resurrection of his church, he shall set forth 
in order that millennial kingdom for which we 
look. 

Having guarded against these errors, we re¬ 
turn to explain further the peace which is brought 
unto us in the Incarnation of Christ Jesus. 

2. The same offering of the body of Christ deliver? 
us from all which stood in the way of God’s favour 
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and blessedness; brings us nigh, who were afar 
off; reconciles us, who were enemies; and intro- 
duceth us into the covenant, who were strangers 
and aliens from its hope. For those Levitical and 
carnal observances, as hath been said, were in 
themselves nothing, but were appointed of God 
to shew the holiness which he required in those 
with whom he entered into covenant, and the 
eternal war which his holiness> wageth with the 
sins of men. The Levitical institution con¬ 
demned not the Jews only, but men in general; 
for. no man could enter into covenant with God 
otherwise than by conforming himself thereto. 
It was therefore a token to the whole world of 
their inherent wickedness and depravity in the 
sight of God: and by extending and particularly 
applying itself to those things in which man hath 
no will, but which come by the ordinary course of 
nature, it proved that nature itself, that the ani¬ 
mal functions of the creature—the conception, and 
the birth, and the whole life of the body of man— 
is under the bondage of an inevitable and neces* 
sary sinfulness: and, by punishing these involun¬ 
tary acts with deprivations and disgraces manifold, 
it taught the true nature of sin and of punish¬ 
ment,—that they are essential and inseparable 
from one another, and that guilt is determined 
by the will of God, and not by the will 
of man. And by punishing man in his nature, 
as it were, rather than in his will, it shewed 
that the will was under the stern bondage of in*- 
tractable nature; under the obstinate, perverse 
law of the flesh; and could not be recovered 
otherwise than by the 'smiting, judging, and de*- 
stroying of that flesh, or natural man, which sin 
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had made its strong-hold; that there could be 
no peace between the Creator and the creature 
until there was a redemption from the power of 
that natural law, which had overpowered the spi¬ 
ritual will and Divine purpose under which the 
creature was formed at the first. Arid this i> 
further shewn out to my mind by God’s taking 
the lives of the unconscious brutes; and taking 
as offerings the first-fruits of the earth in her 
seasons; as if he would smite nature in her fonr 
corners, to demonstrate her universal and con¬ 
summate wickedness ;—yea, and the first-born cl" 
man had to be redeemed with an offering ; and the 
Lord’s right unto every child’s death was marked 
by the bloody rite of circumcision:—all which 
demonstrated an unextinguishable variance and 
hatred between the creature and the Creator, 
between nature and Spirit, between the law of the 
visible creation and the will of the invisible Crea¬ 
tor. And he who believes that nature is any way 
amended by the course of time, talks like a fool 
or an infidel : for, as the mother towards her 
delivery is more burdened and oppressed, and ic 
her delivery is torn asunder with awful anguish; 
so nature grows only more oppressive upon the 
creation as she draweth nearer to the birth and 
the manifestation of the sons of God : in the 
act and article of which she shall be rent and 
torn up to her very centre. To talk of peace to 
any man, therefore, upon any grounds whatever, 
other than the Incarnation of the Son of God, i? 
the greatest of all falsehoods, being, in truth and 
verity, the denial of all which God hath said or 
done since the fall of man. For what saith the 
Apostle ? “ The whole creation groaneth and 
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travaileth together until now: and not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have received the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop¬ 
tion, to wit, the redemption of the body.” 
Now, it is to be understood from all the Scrip¬ 
ture, and indeed is of the very essence of the 
Incarnation, that Christ took upon himself the 
burden of this fallen nature, and bore it during 
bis life, and carried it to his death; that it was 
a part of him which died with him, but rose 
not with him again. Sin, that slayeth all things, 
he slew; by dying, he did destroy him that 
hath the power of death. - He carried the dis¬ 
abilities both of Jew and Gentile with him to 
the cross, and by the cross he slew the enmity. 
There died, not a man, but there died the Son 
of Man. As in Adam was created, not a man, 
but man; so in Christ died, not a man, but 
human nature in the general underwent in his 
death the penalty of the curse; Adam being 
made the representative of all mankind in his 
probation, Christ was made their representative 
in the redemption: according as it is written, 
“ As by the offence of one judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation; even so by the righter 
ousness of one the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life: ” and again, “ As by 
man came death, so by man came also the resur¬ 
rection of the dead.” If it squareth with the 
goodness and justice of God, and the nature of 
sin, that for the offence of Adam sin and misery 
should descend, as at this day we behold it; then, 
in like manner, we should expect that righteous¬ 
ness and peace should likewise be derivable from 
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one man, to all who are united to him by living 
faith. And, dear brethren, no better account can 
be given of this matter, than that God saith it is 
so: “ Christ reconciled us both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity there¬ 
by : and came and preached peace to them which 
were afar off, and to them which were nigh: tor 
through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father.” Whosoever receiveth Christ 
therefore by the Spirit, doth enter into peace. 
Whosoever believeth to be justified by his righte¬ 
ousness, hath peace with God. Whosoever be¬ 
lieveth that the Son of God is come in the flesh 
and hath condemned sin in the flesh, is himself 
delivered from the power of the law of the flesh, 
and enabled to walk after the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus. And to all such there re- 
maineth no condemnation: for “the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made us free 
from the law of sin and death:” and “ if Christ be 
in us, the body is dead because of sin, but the 
spirit is life because of righteousness.” And this is 
the beginning and the foundation of all peace, 
even reconciliation to God by the cross of b;> 
Son. And it is the beginning of all spiritual life, 
of all good works, and of all blessedness: con¬ 
cerning which I speak not at large, having still 
another part of this peace to open to you ; 

3. Which is, the peace that we have, after we 
have been quickened by faith in the resurrection o ; 
Christ, while we are following out the life of faith 
and godliness. And here I would not place before 
my brethren any false estimates or descriptions, as 
if the life of the saints were all smooth and plain, 
full of ease and enjoyment. I believe it to be a 
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warfare unto the end, with what intermissions 
and recessions the Lord may grant; whibh are 
only granted in order to refresh us for the renewed 
of the contest with the powers of darkness! - And 
yet I hold, that in the contest, in the heat and 
strife of it, 1 he that believeth in Jesus, .and: is rev 
eonefled unto God by his dc&th; .hath .{feace; 
may and ought always to hare perfect peace: 
because. the' Son of Man, in the midst of that 
conflict which he had' to' maintain between the 
law of the flesh, or the fallen humanity, wrought 
upon by alt the art and power of Satan, and. the 
law of the Spirit, with which he was anointed with* 
out measure, did always possess a perfect peacq 
and serenity; of which there can be no dpubt, from 
his having nothing higher to bequeath than his own 
peace: “ My peace I leave with you.” Yea, that 
he was id evefy moment of his’ life the very image 
of the Father, and mirror of the Father’s clear and 
harmonious will, is never to be doubted. He was 
for ever holy, and therefore he was blessed for 
ever. Which indeed is very marvellous r that all 
the powers of disorder,' all the winds <of heaven, 
should be loosed against him, and invade his 
passive flesh, and yet hot disturb the tranquillity 
of his spirit. For I reckon that in that agohy of 
the Garden, when his body was so violently 
wrought on as never before was flesh and bldod, 
his mind was Undisturbed,; unswerved from its 
calm and peaceful contentment with his Father’s 
will: “Yet not my' will, but thine, be done.” 
Whatever the desire of the man might be, and 
no doubt, he felt the fulness and sensibility of 
human feeling, the will of his Father ever prevailed 
and governed all; and being so kept, he was kept 


Digitized by 



252 FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 

in perfect peace. Otherwise, if all had not been 
at undisturbed rest within his soul, his word 
would have had no power to lay the stormy sea. 
or quell the mutinous legion of devils. But such 
might hath the unfallen will of man, that when it 
was again presented to us in the Son of Man, it 
bare the sway to the utmost bounds of man’s habi¬ 
tation, yea, and to the fallen angels, which had 
usurped some of its most wretched tenements. 
Of this perfect peace of Christ Jesus the Mediator 
having no doubt, notwithstanding the mighty and 
furious contest of which his humanity was the 
theatre, I have likewise none with respect to the 
peace in which the members of his mystical body 
will be upholden by the operation of the same 
Almighty Spirit. For, if the Spirit was given to 
him without measure, then Satan was loosed 
against him without measure; and if we have not, 
nor may expect, the like anointing, then the Lord 
will not permit against us the same fiery onset of 
the powers of hell. However it may be apportioned 
of Him who “ measureth to every man according 
to his pleasure,” I doubt no more that we are 
heirs of Christ’s peace in the conflict with the 
powers of darkness, than that we are heirs of the 
conflict, and of the victory over it. The peace 
which we have in Christ Jesus, is a derived peace, 
and yet an inwrought peace : it is derived from the 
fountain of Christ’s peace, and it is wrought into | 
us by the same Spirit which maintained it in him. 
And it consisteth not in the absence of conflict and 
controversy, or in the cessation of the militancy, or 
in quiescence from suffering; but in the firm act 
of faith, that as Christ the captain was upheld in 
perfect peace, so shall we also, “ though the hills 
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should be removed, and the mountains be cast into 
the depths of the sea.” I mean not faith in him 
as the atonement whereby our fears of the Divine 
wrath are removed, but faith in him as the living 
Son of Man, after whose image it is the will of 
God that every saint should be conformed. Which 
will of God believing, and believing likewise the 
irresistibleness of the Almighty Spirit, I go into 
the valley of humility with my Lord, and address 
myself to follow his thorny and bloody footsteps, 
well assured that I shall have a peace within me, 
which no thorn nor weapon of blood can wound 
to the quick, or at all for a moment ruffle. I be* 
lieve, that, though the law of my flesh be the most 
directly and the most sternly opposed to the law 
of the Spirit, and that reconciliation is utterly im¬ 
practicable and impossible; yet in the midst of the 
controversy I shall have an assurance of peace, 
a presence of peace, which nothing can remove. 
I shall have it, not by a compromise or truce 
stricken between the two enemies, nor by the 
death of the opponent, but by the presence of 
that Holy Spirit, whose presence is peace and joy. 
I saw it in Christ: His was the extremest case that 
ever can be, and contained all within itself: and I 
believe it will be so also in myself, notwithstand¬ 
ing this body of sin and death with which 1 am 
surrounded. And this peace, if it be dependent 
upon any thing but faith, is dependent upon keep¬ 
ing up die fiery contest, in which if we relax, 
then is it sure to be eclipsed in a measure. This 
is all very wonderful, and must sound strangely 
paradoxical to the natural man; but it is, and ever 
hath been, the experience of God’s saints, that just 
in proportion to the spirit and activity with which 


Digitized by 


Google 



254 


FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 


they were setting the battle in array against spi¬ 
ritual wickednesses in high places, and in propor¬ 
tion to the sufferings and privations which they 
were thereby enduring, hath been the sure and 
stedfast peace which they have felt: strongest on 
the rack, or in the dungeon, or under the gallows- 
tree, or in the midst of scoffs and scornh and de¬ 
risions of the multitude. How are they blessed, 
whose peace the world, as it cannot give, soil 
cannot take away! 

If then, dearly beloved brethren, Christ by 
his death hath removed the whole of the Levihcai 
institution, which God set up to distinguish between 
the people that were in covenant and the people 
that were not in covenant with him, and halt 
made the Jew and Gentile one, reconciling their 
all to God ; how ought we, who have believed, 
to find our natural peculiarities and distinctions 
taken out of the way of our cordial fellowshit 
and love one with another! If the whole ft 
that natural obstruction which separateth be¬ 
tween us and God, hath been taken away, are 
from the utmost distance of our alienation« 
have been brought nigh by the blood of Christ 
how should we feel at peace with one another 
and how utterly neglectful of those varieties d 
wicked nature, whereof the very substance hatr 
been taken away! And if our natural man k 
crucified with him, and we have a spiritual W 
born of his resurrection, whose origin, who* 
strength, and whose nourishment is from the ok 
H oly Spirit, and whose form and type is one, era 
the man Christ Jesus, formed within us all; ho* 
united in love and peace ought we to be one wid 
another; how close and intimate our communion 
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and fellowship! Truly, brethren, Christ is out 
peace; and the law of the Spirit of Christ tendeth 
to love; and he that dwelleth in' God, dwetteth 
in love. This life of Christ which is in: ns, is 
like the life which was in him,—struggling with 
a load of flesh; to which sin hath free access, 
and in Which it rageth with mighty power: but 
as the Spirit, which was in him, did restrain the 
tendency of the flesh to malice, and wrath, and 
discord,! and dll hypodrray, so that he persevered 
in love to all, and in patience with the enormoud 
ingratitude and blind stupidity of all, and nevdr 
once, no, never once yielded unto the sore and 
grievous trial; so, brethren, by'the mighty work¬ 
ing of the same Spirit shall we prevail against the 
law of the flesh, to maintain love and peace and 
blessed harmony and communion with one another. 
And as he dragged on the body which he had taken 
to the cross, where he sacrificed it by thewilling- 
ness of the Spirit; so do we drag on the body of 
our sin and death, to lay it down in the grave, a 
willing sacrifice unto Godj And as he groaned 
in spirit, and was agonized with the strongest 
anguish, while he underwent the strongest contest 
and warfare which any being ever endured, yet 
withal offended not-the will of his Father, nor 
broke the law of peace with any creature; so ought 
we, all-patient of the contest, and all-conscious of 
the randorous, restless, murderous law of nature by 
which Satan is goading us on to all uncharitable¬ 
ness and discord, to maintain the communion of 
the saints in which we believe, and to love one 
another with pure hearts fervently. And can we 
do it ? Yes, we dan do it, if Christ, who was 
in all points tempted like as we are, did it. Can 
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we have peace and brotherhood amongst so many 
strangers and foreigners as the Church of Christ 
is composed of? I say we can, by Christ, who 
is our peace; by the love of Christ constraining 
and restraining us; by the mighty working of the 
Holy Spirit within us, which prevailed to raise 
him from the dead, and to set him in the heavenly 
places, and to give him all power for the sake of 
the church, of which He is the head, and which 
is the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. Dear 
brethren, these things are little borne in mind in 
those infidel, scornful, scoffing times; but verily 
they are the old, and the only righteous, ways 
in which we ought to walk; and in which, as 
we make progress, we shall obtain the blessing 
of God upon our heads and upon the heads of 
our children, and be a crown of rejoicing unto 
the church of Christ, valuable witnesses in the 
midst of the fast consummating apostasy, and 
patient expectants of the coming of the Lord in 
power and great glory, to be avenged upon all 
those who know not God and obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


PART II. 

Such, we conceive, is the true doctrine of the 
holy word concerning the grace of God which 
bringeth peace ; and we come now to speak of the 
manner of its declaration unto lost and ruined 
sinners. Concerning which, I have this to say in 
general, that 1 would take no lower example 
than that of the great High Priest and Apostle 
of our profession, the Lord Jesus Christ; who, as 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 257 

he purchased and procured, so was he the first to 
minister the gift. No one, surely, can refuse to 
be guided by so good an example, or to submit 
to such high authority. And what was his method 
of making known the grace of God unto sinful 
men ? Of this we have the example in his dis¬ 
course with Nicodemus, to whom his first lesson 
is, “ Except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” And how this new birth 
is accomplished he declareth, in the same place, to 
be by no outward ordinances or means. Albeit he 
gives to baptism its due place, yet, saith he, that 
every one who is bom of the Spirit is so bora, not 
by calculation of means, or mere arrangement of 
plans, but by an invisible power frojn on high, as 
much, and far more, above the calculations and 
arrangements and powers of men, as is the motion 
of the viewless winds; whose rushing sound you 
hear, but whose substance you see not, and whose 
motions, hither and thither, are under the controul 
and with the knowledge of no earthly power. 
By which word the Lord doth signify no uncer¬ 
tainty nor lawlessness, no hap-hazard nor insta¬ 
bility of purpose, nor undefinedness of end in the 
Holy Spirit’s work; but, simply, that it is not 
reducible to any rule of man’s foresight, nor at¬ 
tainable by any means of man’s invention, nor 
resident in any ordinance so as to be necessarily 
connected therewith or unerringly wrought there¬ 
by;—that the children which he begetteth are 
not born “ of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.” However, with 
respect to the procession of the Spirit the Lord 
speaketh not in this discourse with Nicodemus; 
reserving that point to be opened at large to his 
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disciples in his last discourse. But thus far this 
passage serveth us, to shew that the beginning of 
sanctification—and if the beginning, then also the 
continuation and perfecting of it—is separated 
from all human help and all visible means, ink' 
the immediate power of God. Not that human 
help is not blessed; for God hath appointed help 
in his church, of which the principal is the ministry 
of the word: not that visible ordinances are not 
mightily blessed; for they are of Christ’s appoint¬ 
ment, and therefore he will take care to hononi 
them : but that the help of the ministry and the 
ordinances are nothing in themselves, yea, whs 
than nothing—a stumbling-block, a refuge of lies— 
unless they be looked to simply as ordinances of 
the will of God, and vehicles of the Spirit; vessels 
indeed to hold the water, but stony vessels, leaden 
cisterns ; which, if you would bruise them.wouls 
only bruise into dry dust; if you would melt than, 
would only melt into deadly scorching liquid: 
but would not yield you one drop, no, notadrop 
of the living water, with which, to the lip of faith, 
they are filled by the Holy Ghost. 

Nevertheless, in this very discourse withNiw- 
demus the Lord doth not fail to exhibit himsdf 
to the whole world, with what conspicuousae* 
the brazen serpent was exhibited to the whole camp 
upon the top of the pole; to present his wowded. 
bleeding body upon the cross to all the world 
with the same assurance of health with wbid 
the serpent-bitten people were surely heated 
And as the language used is of the very largest 
character,—“ whosoever believeth in him”-— 1 “k 
cometh not to judge, but to save the world ;”a^ 
as the condemnation is rested upon the rejection m 
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the light,—“ this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, but that men loved darkness 
rather than light;” above all, because the 
emblem chosen is of so remarkable a kind for its 
conspicuousness; and the f cure dependent upon 
nothing but a look, and that look free to all; 
and all so prompted by stinging pains to give it 
at every stage of the disease, from the first mo¬ 
ment of the serpent-bite to the last moment of 
departing life:—jjor all these reasons I have no 
more doubt that it » as essential to make a 
free, full, and universal offer of Christ’s salva¬ 
tion, as it is essential to declare that never was 
a man the better for it unless the Holy Spirit 
applied it unto his soul; yea, that it will prove, 
to all who wait not for and obtain not the Holy 
Spirit, nothing but judgment and reprobation 
and the unpardonable sin. These two thiiu^ then, 
I find united in this disoonrse of the LordTWsus,— 
his own lifting up for the salvation of the world; 
and the impossibility of our ever inheriting, or 
even seeing, his kingdom, but by the new birth of 
the Holy Ghost: and 1 conclude assuredly, that 
they are equally essential parts of every declara¬ 
tion and every publication of the Gospel.’ 

But there is one element more, to make up the 
fulness of the Gospel message of salvation, which 
is likewise contained, though not explicitly pro¬ 
pounded, in this discourse of the Lord: I mean, 
the will of the Father, as preceding, both in the 
purpose and in the operation, the manifestation 
of die Son and the work of the Holy Ghost. This 
grand fundamental principle, this first and pa¬ 
rent element of all word and of all operation, is 
implicitly contained in these words, “ God so 
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loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son.” For if the gift be his, then all the value of 
the gift must be acknowledged to come from him, 
and all the efficacy of the gift likewise : and if the 
gift proceeded from his love, then his love is to 
be preferred before the gift, because it was before 
it: and we are not greedily to devour the gift, 
and say, ‘ Ah! I have gotten it,’ as do a scrambling, 
avaricious mob; but we are earnestly to contem¬ 
plate the mystery of love outof which it proceeded], 
and to behold the magnitude of the love which it 
contains. We should do this first, acknowledge 
the Father’s awful, self-originated act of love: then 
peruse with faith and desire the gift of his Son, 
which he hath given us : and, finding that the 
coming of the Comforter is necessary to our being 
made partakers thereof; and that of ourselves we 
cannot take hold of it, but that this Comforter is 
freely given in the gift, and honoureth us by 
fetching it into our souls, and possessing us with 
its rich fountain; we should wait for, desire, 
and stretch out our arms to receive, reverently 
entreat, and delight to entertain, and will ing ly 
submit ourselves to, that last Divine visitor—last 
in order of procession, but first in operation—who 
worketh in us faith upon the Son of God ; who 
leadeth us unto the Father, and enableth us to do 
all the good pleasure of his will. But that so 
important, the most important, the first principle 
of the Gospel message, may come before you 
in its true light, I turn to another discourse of 
the Lord; and it mattereth not, dear brethren, 
to which, they are all so constant to the de¬ 
claration and so full of the spirit of it: for well 
might Christ say, he spoke nothing of himself, that 
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he did nothing of himself, that he bare not wit¬ 
ness of himself,'but of the Father which sent him. 

As it were at random, therefore, I open the 
Gospel of St. John—that record of the truth—and 
I find it thus written, in the discourse which he 
made concerning the communion of his body and 
his blood (vi. 37 ): “ All that the Father giveth 
me shall come unto me; and him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.” Not only, 
then, is He the m of the Father to the world, 
but every believer is the gift of the Father unto 
him: these come to him: these he keepeth, losing 
not one: these he bringeth unto the Father, 
for he is the way unto the Father, and no man 
cometh unto the Father but by him. But first 
the Father must give them unto him: “ Thine 
they were, and thou gavest them unto me.” All 
included in this gift come to Jesus; who doth in 
no wise cast them out, but keepeth them, by the 
power of his Spirit, unto salvation; redeemeth 
them from the power of the flesh, and of the world, 
of death, and of the grave; investeth them with 
royal vicegerency in his millennial kingdom; and 
afterwards presenteth them unto the Father, along 
with that kingdom which they have been joined 
with him in subduing and purifying, and which is 
to be presented unto Him without spot or blemish 
or anytsuch thing; and, when purified, to stand 
the monument and trophy of redeeming grace; the 
peculiar seat and chosen abode of the God-man, 
and of his court of redeemed ones; from whence, 
and by whom, with swift ministry he shall rule and 
reign over the universe of God. For observe what 
follows this precious declaration, “ All that the 
Father giveth me shall come unto me, and him that 
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cometh to me I will in no wise cast out: For I 
came down from heaven not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me: and this is 
the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day.” 
Whereby we perceive that the work of redemption 
is not yet completed, though the price of it be 
fully paid; that the election have to be drawn 
out, the kingdom established, and the day of the 
resurrection and judgment accomplished, before 
the will of God be done, and the work of the Son of 
God be finished. But in all the progression, as in 
the first beginning and origination of it, he acknow¬ 
ledged the will of the Father to have the priority 
in relation to his own work : and I conclude that 
every minister of Christ should do the same: 
should shew forth the will and purpose of the 
Father; should postpone every thing to it; should 
shew every thing as proceeding from it; should 
trace up every thing unto it,—all that the Son hath 
revealed in the written word, all that the Spirit 
hath wrought in the church : and he who shun- 
netli to do so, shunneth to declare the counsel of 
God, dishonoured Christ’s prophetic office, setteth 
up himself as some great one ; and if he flincheth 
from doing so, he feareth man rather than God, 
he hateth the true church of Christ, and is fast 
apostatizing to some fatal heresy. 

•Some of you may haply murmur at this. So did 
those Jews of Capernaum : and what Christ said 
to them, I say unto you who murmur, “ Murmur 
not among yourselves: No man can come unto 
me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw 
him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It 
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is written in the Prophets, And they shall be aU 
taught of God. Every man that hath heard, and 
hath learned of tha Father, cometh unto me.” 
That is to say,—'You who murmur, do only growl 
aloud your own rejection and reprobation of my 
Father, and attest the truth of what 1 said, “ that 
no man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath seht me draw him.” Murmur you will, and 
murmur will every man who heareth of me, till 
the end of time. The reluctant, the enslaved 
will of man, mid Satan its oppressor and master, 
will ever hate the will of the Father revealed in 
me. There is in me no form, nor comeliness, nor 
beauty, that 1 should be desired. 1 am the em¬ 
bodied will of God, in whose image ye were 
created; but now ye are under the wiU of the 
flesh, which is so contrary to God as to be cursed 
of him to death. That resistance, that repulsion, 
that most violent contradiction in the universe of 
God, must be overcome by my Father, whose 
almightineas alone is able to draw against the 
power that draweth you away from him. Doth 
not the Scripture suppose this state of things 
under the new covenant, when it saith, ** And 
they shall be all taught of God?” Now every 
man that hath received this teaching; every man 
that hath heard the testimony of me, which is the 
spirit of prophecy; every one that hath heard 
what God spake at sundry times and in divers 
manners, by his servants the Prophets, unto the 
fathers, will come now unto me, and hear what the 
Father speaketh by his own Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he 
made the worlds.’ 

I have nothing more to say concerning the ex- 
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ample of Christ as a preacher of his own Gospel, 
than solemnly to declare, in the hearing of his 
church, that in all his discourses, and in all the dis¬ 
courses and letters of his Apostles, I do find these 
three elements concurring,—the powerful will of 
the Father, the free presentation of the Son unto 
the world with the gift of the election in him, 
and the working of the Spirit upon the heart of 
every believer. And it must be so, or else there 
is no doctrine of the Trinity. If these parts are 
not to enter into every discourse of the work of 
salvation, then the Trinity is a mere chimera, is an 
invention of the subtle brain, is a falsehood. But 
if the doctrine of the Trinity be the foundation of 
all orthodox doctrine, as I believe it to be; if the 
Trinity be the only eternally existing substance, 
from the operation of whomall things that are, have 
been created out of nothing that is seen, but out 
of the invisible will, word, and Spirit of the God¬ 
head ; if all things that are, and every thing that 
is, be but the shewing forth of the Divine Essence 
of the Triune God, in the bringing of which into 
existence each Person hath had his proper office 
and activity; but, above all, if the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ be the manifestation of the Trinity, 
that great work of God by which the Divine being 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost 
became known, and the work from which the God¬ 
head began to be named by that name: if these 
things be so—which every one, not a Socinian, 
believeth—then I do say, that every act of tb e 
preacher of the Gospel is incomplete, yea, is not 
an act of preaching Christ, which doth not con¬ 
tain the three offices of the Divine Persons, and 
display them. For the Son of Man, the Christ, 
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was not the manifestation of the Son only, but he 
was the manifestation of the Father also; “ For 
whoso hath seen me hath seen the Father.” And 
he was the manifestation of the fulness of the 
Spirit also, who dwelt in him, in his immeasura¬ 
ble and infinite abundance of power and wisdom. 
Yea, Jesus Christ was the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily; and the Gospel of Jesus Christ was the 
declaration, the revelation, of the work, of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost in the 
redemption of the world: and he is no minister of 
it who cannot draw it from this fountain; he is no 
minister of it who cannot trace all the stores of doc¬ 
trine, of principle, and of act, to this fountain. 
Isay it the third time, and will.stand to it while 
I have a being, that he is no minister of the 
Gospel who doth not shew forth the co-operation 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost in the Gospel of 
Christ, in the salvation of every soul, in the pro¬ 
duction of the church, in the manifestation of the 
kingdom, in the eternal glory of the finished and 
completed work. 

To make this point still more clear, and at the 
same time to exhibit the danger of overlooking 
it, let me now shortly point out the consequences 
which flow from neglecting any of these essential 
parts of every declaration and of every work of 
Divine grace. 

Among those who hold the doctrine of the Tri¬ 
nity—for in respect to those who deny the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I can no 
more regard them as Christians, than the Jews 
would have regarded as Jews those who denied 
and abjured the sacred name of Jehovah—among 
those, I say, who hold the Trinity of Persons in 
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the Divine substance, the great majority of errors, 
I had almost said all errors, are to be attributedto 
the undue neglect or the undue preference of gone 
one or other of these three great heads of doc¬ 
trine ; or, to speak theologically, these sects arise 
from dividing the substance or dissolving the unity 
of the substance of the Godhead, through the vulgar 
understanding and deceitful influence of the word 
“ three,” and of the word “ persons.” 1 shall enu¬ 
merate and shew you the derivation of certain d 
the most conspicuous and notable division* into 
which the church falleth through this cause. 

Of those who err in respect to the office of tk 
Father, there are chiefly two parties: first,the 
Antinomians, who make his office the whole, in¬ 
stead of the first and chief one in our redemp¬ 
tion : and the Arminians, who make nothing of 
it at all. These two are opposites to one another, 
and bear each other up, from standing at the oppo¬ 
site points of the circle of truth. The Antinomies 
are ever insisting upon the decree of election, aid 
will not dwell upon the Son, by whom thatdedK 
was opened, and by whom the power and the fo® 
of the regenerate man was brought unto us. They 
talk of his seed being in him from all eternity: d 
their being elected, and justified, and sanctified® 
him from all eternity: and they might add, ri** 
and blessed, and glorified also; for so far doth Pad 
go in the Ephesians, and so far will I go along with 
them, and so far must every one go who under* 
standeth any thing concerning the relation of tk 
Father to the Son, in whom he beholdeth d* 
things from all eternity that have been or are tf 
be in time. But when they stand still at this point- 
and will proceed no further, then are they wlfd 
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and foolish: for, if Christ the head had to become 
manifest by the Spirit, and to keep the Law, and 
be obedient unto the death, then hare all the 
members of Christ by the same Spirit to become 
manifest, and to be brought through the same 
probation, and to achieve the same victory over 
the devil, the world, and the flesh, over sm, and 
death, and hell. And it is as necessary to the 
work of salvation that the Holy Spirit shook! 
make us manifest as the sons of God, formed in 
die image of Christ, as it is that we should have 
been included in the purpose of the Father. 
Wherefore 1 will ever take ngfjiberty in present¬ 
ing the person of Christ as t^lype of his people, 
into which JbBy*are to grow up from the new birth, 
by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; and so 
ought every Christian minister. But as to the 
Law of Moses, they may go and yoke themselves 
into its harness who please: for my part, I prefer 
Jesus Christ as my law and my lawgiver, and I 
expect, by the Holy Spirit within me, to be oon- 
rotrned thereto. I am not of Moses, but of Christ; 
and sure I am, Moses and his economy, law moral, 
ceremonial, mid political, had no end or object at 
all but Christ; who, being come, I will peruse 
end delight in, because 1 love the day-light better 
than I do the signal-lamp of the night, or the 
twilight of the morning. 

The second class are the Arminiana, who reject 
the will of the Father altogether; or, if not alto¬ 
gether, subject it to conditions which make it 
dependent upon the will of the creature, and that, 
too, a depraved fallen creature: than which nothing 
can be more dishonourable to God, or more decep¬ 
tions unto ourselves. In oonsequence of which 
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disorder in the main spring and moving power, 
their whole system is out of joint. They offer 
the Gospel unto all, but keep back the truth that 
no one can lay hold of it except his will be re¬ 
newed after the will of God: and so, in the very 
offer of the Gospel, they inculcate a fatal error, 
that the will of man hath a liberty in ijtself toward; 
good as towards evil; whereas, every body knows, 
and they themselves will confess when hare 
pressed, that it is underlying a grievous yoke of 
bondage. Now, this mistake in the beginnings 
fatal in the issues ; for a religion of will-worships 
engendered—that is, a religion of outward forms 
and inward reforms, of frames and of feelings, of 
sensations and emotions, of abstinences and seve¬ 
rities, of such a kind, in short, as we see among the 
Papists, and are beginning to see amongst our¬ 
selves. For if the will confess not its bondage, not 
seek redemption at the will of God, nor acknow¬ 
ledge the Father s as the only absolute will, what 
is there left, but that the will of the creature should 
do its best to set up the frame-work of a systeo 
according to the strength which resideth in it! 
And forasmuch as a fallen will must seek for son; 
guide to itself which it deferreth to ; when it dot; 
not acknowledge this in the will of God, tit; 
supreme and absolute, believing that it hath it 
itself a certain power and faculty of well-doing; 
by what shall it be guided, but by expediency, 
or the greatest quantity of visible good and attain¬ 
able usefulness ? And, accordingly, you shall ever 
findArminianism a religion of accommodations,anc 
amalgamation of contraries; trying to wash tbf 
Ethiopian white, and to say barefacedly that he it 
white: striking a truce between the world and the 
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, church; and foregoing God’s presence, in order to 
i do the world good. Aod^s to beHfeving an apostasy 
, and reprobation in the church, they would not 
. speak of such a thing, it is to pious ears so shock- 
. ing; but they call the abominable Mother of Har- 
I lots, our erring sister: ” and that is well said ; twin- 
, sisters they are; and twin-sisters in error they are: 
for from no worse a stock did the Papacy spring, 
than this same loving intermarriage of the natural 
and the spiritual man, who till death are the most 
' violent enemies; this same tender-hejj&bd media- 
, tion between the church and the world'; this be¬ 
nevolent disposition of doing-’all the good in our 
1 power by any means, and in the*very shortest way. 

Between these two extremes of Antinomianism 
[ and Arminianism, the Calvinists take the middle 
'' and the true ground—I use that name for want 
1 of another, which might stand in proper contrast 

* with the two former; but I would rather say, 
■ the doctrine of the churches established in these 
“ lands, as they are set forth in our Reformation- 
( standards, and were expounded in preaching till 

• after the Synod of Dort; when, in England, Armi- 
f nianism got the upper hand, which it hath kept 
i> till this day; and was only driven out of Scotland 

by the sword and by the bow of our forefathers. 
For, setting out with the purpose of God to 
bring out of the Fall a great manifestation of 
grace, we say it was absolutely necessary thereto 
that he should suspend, by his own electing love, 
his sovereign electing love, of which no man nor 
angel can give any explanation, nor will he him¬ 
self, except it be in that name, “ Jehovah, I am 
that I am: ” by this it pleased him, in foresight 
of nothing, but on purpose to make his Son mani- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



270 FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 

fest by Incarnation, to suspend the ruin of certain, 
whom, by the ministry of the word and Spirit, 
he would in his own time draw out and manifest, 
to the glory of his sovereign grace, by which be 
maketh them acceptable in the Beloved. And 
thus believing, we proceed to minister the Gospel 
in the open face of the world—that is, to hold op 
Christ in the sight of the camp, calling all to 
look upon him : and, withal, we tell them, that® 
man can come unto him except the Father dn» 
him; and that no man can enter into his kingdom 
unless the Holy Spirit renew him from the very 
birth. And having held up Christ, the fulness ot 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we leave the matter 
then in the hands of the blessed Spirit, to brio? 
out the election of the Father, and join themii 
eternal union to the body of Jesus Christ. And 
who will tell me that this is not preaching the 
Gospel freely ? It is that which reformed thesf 
nations, which this Arminian style of it is threats 
ing to methodize, or, as they phrase it, to evaDte- 
lize: but I refuse the term, it ought to stand 
“ methodize for as the doctrine is a low, and it 
a good measure a false, method of doctrine; wt 
the religion it produceth a low, and in a 
measure a false, method of religion. 

Now, the second set of errors in the Trinitariai 
church ariseth from isolating the substance oft!* 
Son, or over-rating his office, as if it were all in 
This is particularly the short-coming of those 
who call themselves Evangelical, and of all wt: 
are wont to pride themselves in being fib 
Christians: and I am sorry it hath seized to 
many of the intellectual men of the church« ! 
Scotland, who should know better; and gt fiE 
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origin to a notion of fodth which conld not have lived 
in the region of theNorth fifty years ago, bat would 
have been preached *out of the king’s dominions 
from the one comer of the Kirk unto the other. And 
it is doing the work of Arminianism, where the 
name of Arminianism dare not be uttered. But of 
this in itB {dace.—In Christ’s incarnate Divinity, 
as hath been said, not only the eternal word, but 
the will of the Father, and the work of the Spirit, 
were all embodietfHn their fulness; that we might 
know the Father and the Holy Ghost as well as 
the Son; but when the incarnate fulness of the 
Godhead was exalted into glory, that object of 
his mission was served, and the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, in their separate per* 
sonalities and offices, stood revealed. Wherefore 
his Apostles were commanded to baptise in the 
name of Jesus no longer, but in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. It is not, 
therefore, right for any disciple of Christ to rest 
in the perusal of his person only; but through that 
most blessed way to ascend unto the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost; to know them, 
and to honour them, in their several personalities, 
and so to preach them unto the church—for into 
that name the church is baptised, and for the 
testimony of that name the church is maintained, 
until the Lord shall come again, and reveal in the 
glorified condition that same fulness of the God- 
bead which he formerly revealed in the condition 
of humility. Therefore they do not well, but do 
exceedingly straiten themselves, and depress the 
standing of their people, who will only dwell upon 
Christ and him crucified, and will not go on to 
divide the personalities of the Divinity, while they 
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divide not the substance; for they keep them under 
the shadow of the fleshly, which, even to those who 
saw and felt it, was inferior to the spiritual dispen¬ 
sation that came at Pentecost, so that it was expe¬ 
dient for him to go away;—how much more inferior 
is the mere report and description of that veiled 
glory and flesh-encumbered activity of the God- 
man! If they will recompose the personalities, and 
see them manifest together once more, let them 
carry the expectations of the church forward to 
His coming, “ whom, having not seen, we love;' 
whom we would not see in the flesh, because we 
have a more excellent sight of him in the Spirit, 
and wait for a more excellent still in the manifesta¬ 
tion of his glory. At the best, I say, it is but a 
shadow or description of the fleshly body of Jesus 
which is at this day presented to the people called 
Evangelical: and they do consequently dwell in a 
darkness that maybe felt, groping their way, lie 
men in a mist, whose imaginations are full of preci¬ 
pices and pit-falls; and whose ears are terrified witi 
every voice, lest it should be a lion roaring on the.r 
path, or a hungry wolf tracking their footsteps- 
And, from this looking upon Christ manifested in 
the flesh, the fulness of the Godhead veiled, they 
are continually poring upon the book which re- 
porteth it, instead of waiting for the Spirit, whick 
worketh in us the same mind that was in Jesus; to 
Spirit, that overflowing fountain of living water? 
which springs out of the belly of the truly spiritual 
believer. But so it is, that, forgetting, or aim® 1 
forgetting, the Spirit; using him merely as anocc- 
list, once and away, to couch their eye; they go 
reading and reading, like school-boys : and they 
will have their little text in the morning, to be their 
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talisman through the day; and their little morning 
comment on it; and they are full of expositions.— 
Oh, this is a drudgery, a weary drudgery, to one 
who knowetb the power and presence of the Spirit 
to originate truth in the fountain, and give answers • 
from the oracle. And as to any idea of Christ 
dwelling in us, they have lost, not only the sub* 
stance, but the reverence of it, and explain it 
away into a figure and a metaphor: and what have 
they left, but the paper and print of the book ? 
which, with shame 1 declare it, they talk about 
more after the style of a Mohammedan talking 
about the Koran, or a Jew about the Talmud, 
than of a spiritual Christian united to Christ 
speaking of the word of Christ. For if I have 
Christ, I have more than his word, I have him¬ 
self ; he dwelleth in me and 1 in him. 

Hence cometh that bastard notion of faith, 
which I cannot away with,—that it is merely the 
link which joineth the mind of man with the record 
of the book. And they are grown so conceited 
of their discovery, that these barren children will 
go about the country, and laugh to scorn their 
fruitful fathers, as having been fruitful only in 
mysticism and absurdity. I do devoutly abhor 
this nostrum (for 1 can give it no better name), 
for making all mysteries plain; and if God 
spare me, I shall yet live to expose it. They go 
about—and men they are, many of them, most 
dear unto my soul—to speculate concerning 
Christianity, as they call it; how intellectual, how 
moral, how political it is, beyond all systems; how 
it is accommodated to the faculties of the under¬ 
standing, to the feelings of the heart, to the well- 
being of the community; how it will purify the 
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brackish fountains of knowledge; how it willheal 
the distemperature of the moral atmosphere of so¬ 
ciety, and do a thousand fine things; for the sate 
of which they would pray men to be so gracious 
as to give ear unto their God. And thus they 
seek by smooth and flattering words, and well- 
turned sentences, and well-built arguments, to 
produce that natural faith; which is no faith, 
but sight, intellectual or moral or prudential dis¬ 
cernment. But I say unto you, ye cozeners cf 
human nature, that faith is by pre-eminence the 
gift of God ; and, wherever given, will fish' 
against nature in all its courses ; it will beat 
down the works of the natural man, and void 
beautiful nature it will conflagrate; your know¬ 
ledge it will blow away into thin air, and sublime 
towards the limbo of vanity beyond themoon;yc J 
sentimentalists, your men of feeling, your songster 
sweet, your novelists, your moral scaffolders ;tr 
build a wall or lay a stone in its true place they 
never did, nor will do), the whole tribe of yet' 
naturalists, rationalists, and neologians, 
which the sun-beam swarms, and the very en¬ 
tering element itself in which they flutter, & 
Gospel, whose suitableness to improve themi- 
you fondly prate and preach about, will 
utterly destroy, as so many gewgaws, which h 
cifer the son of the morning hath made to misle- 
ami destroy benighted men groping their ^ 
darkly on to death and destruction. O Scotlacn 
O my country! that thou shouldest havenurtf- 
and that thy best and dearest children do patr: 
nise, these low thoughts concerning faith and ^ 
work of religion! May the Lord God, whom* 1 ! 
fathers have served in faithfulness for many gfl* 
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rations, enable me, or some more worthy servant 
of his, to expose the utter futility of all such idle 
conceits, which have come of forgetting that it is 
an Invisible God we worship by the Spirit, and not 
an Incarnate God whom we worship in the flesh, 
or by the report written of him in the Book. 

There is a second error,—to make nothing of the 
word at all, but to consider it as utterly superseded 
by the indwelling Spirit: which is the very oppo¬ 
site of the former, and so supporteth it, and is 
by it supported: like Antinomianism and Armini- 
anism, helps-meet for each other’s weakness, and 
unable to stand alone. I wonder there should have 
been any need of an Incarnation at all, or of any 
Prophet, or of any Apostle, if, as these fondly con¬ 
ceit, the Spirit could do this work alone. Or do 
they mean that the Spirit cometh of himself, and 
proceedeth not from the Father and the Son ? and 
if he proceed from the Father and the Son, will he 
not confirm the testimony which they have given of 
themselves ? But, hold: how came they by the 
knowledge of that Spirit; yea, that there is any 
Holy Spirit; yea, that there is a Christ; yea, that 
there is a Father, Son, and Holy Ghost one God ? 
Did they suck it in with the milk of their mother; 
or did angels whisper it in their ear in the silent 
night; or did they hear it at the market-cross, 
where merchandize and monies are talked of? Or 
have they it from the spheres above ? Or whence ? 
I will answer the question: they have it from the 
Bible, or from the traditions of the Church, or 
from the writings of Fox and Barclay and others 
who were instructed by the Bible. And when they 
or their instructors discovered these things in the 
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Bible, did they find it written there, that after 
they had discovered them they should cast the 
Bible away ? The holy Scriptures are God’s word, 
to lead us unto God : they are the record of his 
acts, foreshewing his providence to the end of 
time : they are the light of the church’s hopes, and 
the directory of her prayers, and the treasury of 
the wisdom which the Spirit hath given to the 
churches : and as such they are to be devoutly 
used, and constantly believed, and acted uponin 
all our hopes and desires, that we may come into 
the communion of the Father and of his Son Jesus 
Christ. Nor are they then to be set aside, but 
to be continually used, for doctrine, for reproof 
for correction, and for instruction in righteousness: 
unto which we ought to bring all our thoughts, 
and words, and acts, that we may discover those 
which are done in the Spirit from those which 
arc done in the flesh. They are a light untoour 
feet, and a lamp unto our path; but they are not 
the strength which enables us to walk in the ways 
of God : yea, and Christ himself is the true light 
which lighted them, and of whom they have ate 
the oil; so that I may say, they are but thelarop 
into which he poureth the oil of the Spirit. They 
are the food, for man liveth by every word 01 
God; but they are not the life which desireth ^ 
digesteth the food: yea, and I may say that tk 
flesh and blood of Christ is the only food, and 
they are but the descriptions of its many excelled 
virtues and effects to nourish the soul. The holy 
Scriptures have the same relation to the Eternal 
Word of God, which the letter of a true-hearted 
husband, written fairly and fully to his wife,bat! 
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to that husband himself; whose presence, and 
whose person, and whose very self, she greatly 
preferreth to his written letter, however tender 
and sweet. So have we Christ by the Spirit, and 
do greatly prefer that union with him to his written 
. epistles; which yet were most necessary to bring 
us acquainted with his love, and are so still to pre¬ 
serve us in our duty to our Lord and Master.—* 
But time doth not permit me to unfold the half of 
these errors. Only 1 remark, that they all come 
from one source, which is, the dividing of the 
substance of the Godhead, and the supposing that 
any work whatever, whether in creating or in re¬ 
deeming, is perfected without the conjoined and 
combined operation of the three Persons. 

I now proceed to open one or two of die 
errors of the like kind arising from the separa¬ 
tion of the substance of the Holy Ghost from 
the substance of the Father and the Son: the 
natural effect of which is to introduce mysticism 
in every form, from the highest Pietism of the 
Church of Rome, down to the lowest Methodism 
of the Protestant Revivalists. For if you cease 
to regard the Spirit as proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, to work the will of the one and to 
perform the word of the other; if you receive him 
as an independent Divinity, whose work is to be 
seen within yourself, and whose being is to be 
thence demonstrated; you find yourself at once 
lost in the multitude and variety of your inward 
feelings and emotions, without a rule to refer 
them to, or a model after which to conform them. 
If we do not look upon the Son of Man as the 
Spirit’s perfect work, and understand the Spirit’s 
procession to be for the end of begetting children 
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in his likeness: in what likeness then? How 
shall we know the wanderings of fancy, the em- 
bodyings of imagination, the workings of diseased 
nerves, the peculiarities of bodily or mental consti¬ 
tution, from the sacred and constant work of God! 
This notion may begin in the Spirit, but it will end 
in the flesh. It may begin in the most lofty refine¬ 
ments of spiritual-mindedness, but it will end in 
the lowest and most brutal excesses of the natural 
man. So necessary is it to have one man, even the 
man Christ Jesus, to look to, as the great prototype 
of spiritual men, that I have no hesitation in 
setting this view of the work of the Son of God on 
a level with, if not above, the view of him as an 
atonement. And therefore it is that in this whole 
discourse on the Incarnation I have sought to 
bring out the humanity of Christ in its true 
colours : while I never lost sight of his Divinity. 
For, once say that in any part of his life he is 
not imitable, he is not approachable, and you do 
open the widest door for mysticism and super¬ 
stition to enter in. In every thing he behoved to 
become like unto the children, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest over the housed 
God: and in every thing he was very man; ana 
being very man begotten of the Spirit, he is to be 
imitated, yea, and to be followed, in the full faitn 
of our being in every thing made like unto him- 
Those who shrink from this aspect of their Lori 
do so because they are grown nervously sensitive 
upon the subject of his atonement and vicarious 
suffering; but the man who apprehendeth this 
matter aright is nothing moved, but greatly con¬ 
firmed thereby : for in this very thing, that every 
action was a true man’s action, consists the merit 
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of it;—the merit that he should have humbled 
his Divinity, or emptied it out, or suspended it 
(express it as you will), in order to be found in 
fashion as a man, and do a man’s action. But if it 
be no more a mere man’s action, but an action 
proper to God, and not to man, then is there no 
descent, nor humiliation, nor merit in it whatever. 
This is what roan can never do; he cannot descend 
from the Divine Infinitude of being, because he is 
a creature, and cannot pass his bounden duty as a 
creature. Nay, but, being an abject* miserable 
sinner, he must be elevated from the lowest depths 
of impotency and vileness, in order to do the act 
of a righteous man. Christ hath descended from 
the height of uncreated being; but man hath to 
be raised from the depth of hell, and the dead¬ 
ness of the grave: and this is the wide difference. 
The one, an infinite condescension, infinitely me¬ 
ritorious; the other, an infinite elevation, infi¬ 
nitely gracious; to which, nevertheless, the infinite 
condescension of Christ hath received an infinite 
power to raise any sinner ; to raise him in this pre¬ 
sent life to the same walk in the Spirit whereof he 
shewed us the pattern. But this doctrine of the 
imitableness of Christ’s life by every spiritual man 
hath been so abased to the mere copying of his 
outward acts by the natural man; and it hath 
been so abused to bear down the meritoriousness 
of his obedience, and the doctrine of atonement 
thereon founded; that our divines and preachers 
have of late shunned it so much as to have suf¬ 
fered the notion to insinuate itself of a super¬ 
human character in the Lord’s life, which has 
opened the flood-gates of mysticism: for wherever 
you are without a model, there have you mysti- 
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cism: and the only way not to have it, is to preach 
the person of Christ as the person of every Chris¬ 
tian, and the life of Christ as the life of every 
Christian, and the being of Christ as the being of 
every Christian. And this evil hath been mud 
helped on by the substitution of a book for c 
person; the perusal of a book for the perusal of a 
person ; the worship of a book for the worship of 
a person. 

One word more before I leave this subject. As 
all idolatry among the nations consisteth in the 
worship of the creature, or the creation, instead o: 
the Creator; so all idolatry in the church cod- 
sisteth in worshipping the work of the Divine 
Persons, instead of worshipping the Divine Person 
themselves in the work. The secret decree o: 
purpose of the Father, rather than the Father ii 
the Son, is the object of worship to our Necessi¬ 
tarians and Fatalists. The written word, which is 
one work of the Son, is the object of worship > 
the intellectual Protestants; and the visible church 
which is another of his works, is so to the Papists; 
instead of the Son himself, as heard in the word,and 
seen in the ordinances of the visible church. Th 
work of the Spirit within the soul, or, as it is called 
the rise and progress of religion in the soul, is the 
object of worship to the Mystics, and the Friends, 
and the great body of the Evangelicals and Me¬ 
thodists ; instead of the Spirit, who is seen it 
that work; and who is seen best in the perfection 
of the work, that is, in the Son of Man. Now, 
the true object of worship is the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Ghost, as seen united and to¬ 
gether in all the works of creation groaning into a 
new birth, and in all the written word, andinaB 
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the responsive providences, and in the visible 
church, and in die work of sanctification in the 
soul, in all places and in all times; forasmuch 
as he hath filled all things with the manifestations 
and suggestions of himself, and is in all things 
therefore devoutly to be sought, and found, and 
worshipped, and adored: though He be neither 
himself the space, nor the thing filling the space; 
but the all-originating Will, the all-inclusive Word, 
the all-manifesting Spirit. And thus much have 
I to say concerning the proper way of setting forth 
the gifts of grace and peace which we have 
through the Incarnation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


And now the question which ariseth next in 
order is this. To whom, to what class or classes 
of men, are this grace and peace consigned by 
God, and to be freely preached by the ministers 
of the Gospel ? It is, and I dare say will ever 
remain, a question in the church, for what class 
of persons these gifts are intended: for while, on 
the one hand, those to whom they are addressed 
are characterised by such exceeding high and 
holy designations, the saints of God, the faithful m 
Christ Jesus, the elect of God, chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, as would lead us to infer 
that no one can be intended but the invisible 
members of Christ, of whom not one shall perish; 
they are, upon the other hand, so carefully admo¬ 
nished against every form of sin, and rebuked 
even for the most heinous transgressions, yea, 
and positively accused of renouncing Christ and 
his salvation, and, in short, they are so dealt 
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with according to their conditions of frail and 
fallible and erring mortals, that we are tempted 
to believe the people spoken of, and spoken to, 
consisted of all who had made a profession of 
Christ, and were found in the communion and 
fellowship of the churches to whom he wrote. 

This I consider a very important issue, and 
worthy of the closest and most exact examina¬ 
tion ; forasmuch as we know not, until this point 
be settled, how much of those writings of the 
Holy Ghost, or whether any part of them at all. 
be applicable to ourselves. For if it be to the 
elect only that they were written, then are all 
but the elect cut off from the profit, and even 
from the use, of them; and the reprobate, being 
wholly disconnected from them, have neither 
mercy, nor grace, nor witness, nor condemnation, 
nor any other concern, good or evil, designed for 
them, nor by them to be derived from these holy 
oracles of God. And, again, if it be to the whole 
visible church that they are addressed, to all out¬ 
ward and nominal Christians, it is exceeding dit- 
ficult, without a known and felt violation of truth, 
to apply unto them such expressions as are 
scattered every where throughout them: such as, 
“ He hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus “ He hath predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children“ He hath sealed 
us with the Spirit of promiseand many others, 
which I may quote without going beyond this 
very chapter from which our text is taken. Now, 
to the complete resolution and right settlement ot 
this question, I request your diligent attention to 
the following observations, in which I shall en¬ 
deavour to shew the liberty and privilege which all 
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the baptized have in Christ, and point out several 
erroneous views which prevail upon these subjects. 

With respect to the church of Christ, there can 
he no doubt that of the purpose of God it is as 
essential a part as the manifestation of Christ him¬ 
self; as independent upon conditions and accidents, 
and as sure to come through the stormy perils 
of this present life, as was the Son of God himself; 
being fore-ordained of God, being sustained by 
her victorious Head, and preserved by the almighty 
and irresistible Spirit. There can be no doubt, 
moreover, that the word of God, and the preach¬ 
ing of it, is the chief human instrument for calling 
out this church of the first-born from the world, of 
maintaining their separateness and sanctification, 
and carrying them forward to the highest possible 
pitch and attainment of perfection. For which 
end it would be utterly disqualified, did it not 
contain words and expressions for every possible 
pitch of elevation of the soul towards God, and for 
every possible degree of the love of God for the 
renewed soul. And while it contains the forms 
of those extreme perfections of spiritual com¬ 
munion with the Father and with the Son, it is 
most necessary, at the same time, that it should 
also contain words and expressions proper to the 
first beginnings and lower degrees of the spiritual 
life; that is, milk for the babes, as well as strong 
meat for the men of stature; because it is univer¬ 
sally allowed that our coming unto God is a pro¬ 
gress, though the cause of it be a fixed and immu¬ 
table purpose, and therefore the end and attain¬ 
ment of it a most perfect certainty. Nay, more, 
seeing the election are dead in trespasses and sins, 
the children of wrath, even as others, it is further 
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necessary that the word of God should condescend 
to an office lower still,—the office of addresses 
men in their natural condition; and presenting 
forms of words, expressions of affection, and 
terms of accommodation, which shall be proper 
to the condition of a blind and impenitent sinner, 
seeing that is the condition in which all the elec¬ 
tion are found at the beginning, and out of which 
they are to be brought by means of the written 
and the preached word. You must therefore 
see at once, that, in order to this first objects 
calling out and sanctifying those whom God hath 
chosen in Christ Jesus from the beginning of the 
world, it is most necessary that his word should 
be exceeding broad, containing forms of thought 
and feeling, definitions of being, and advancement.' 
to higher being, through all the stages of man, fro® 
the most wretched sinner up to the most exalted 
and holy saint. 

Let us now advance a step further. The wore 
of God is not only for shewing God’s glory it 
calling out the election from the midst of the falls 
and ruined race of Adam, but likewise for shew¬ 
ing the glory of his holiness in condemning the 
reprobate to eternal wrath and indignation; toh 
a sweet savour of Christ, not only in them thii 
be saved, but also a sweet savour of Christ ii 
them that perish; in whose perdition—I say it 
because I am not ashamed of what the Holy 
Spirit hath written—God smelleth a sweet savour 
of his Son, as well as in the salvation of the other* 
To the clearing of which nauseated doctrine, yot 
will understand that all things were made t« 
Christ, and to shew forth some part of the fulne* 
of the Godhead that dwelt in him from eternity; 
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and that nothing existeth out of Christ, or in it¬ 
self, or in another, nor can exist; and, therefore, 
in the existence and by the existence of the repro¬ 
bate, whether on the earth or in hell, in time or 
through eternity, Christ must be in some way 
revealed and his glory set forth, yea, and the 
sweetness of his grace exhaled. Wherefore it 
came to pass that Adam was made the type of 
Christ, and, being fallen, was promised Christ; 
from the faith of which the church having swerved 
away, was overwhelmed by Christ in the Deluge. 
And again, to the new world, in Noah, he was 
preached; and when the world was all apostate 
again, the Lord, having promised never again to 
bring adelugeof water, chose Abraham, and consti¬ 
tuted a nation of witnesses to the apostate nations. 
Which elected nation did itself become apostate; 
and Christ, being manifested, became the foun¬ 
dation of the Gentile church: which is also well- 
nigh apostate, and will soon be reaped with the 
9ickle of vengeance and trodden in the wine-press 
of wrath. All this iteration and reiteration of the 
promise ending in the incarnation of Christ; all 
this work of the Spirit in calling out the election 
of the church, which shall end in the coming of 
Christ to judge; is for no other end than to im¬ 
plicate all men with Christ and Christ with all 
men, in such a manner as that they become apos¬ 
tate from Christ, are reprobate by their rejection 
of Christ, become monuments on earth of his 
long-suffering, and through eternity of his holy 
severity and righteous judgment. Which second 
great head of the Divine purpose, as essential to 
it as the former, rightly to serve, it is necessary 
that the Divine word should contain within itself 
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all forms of threatening and commination and 
curse: that it should shew the wickedness and 
the misery which attend upon the rejection of 
Christ, and flow from the denial of the Gospel 
of Christ; as well as the blessedness and holiness 
which proceed from the faith and honour of hie 
as our Lord and our God: tracing out an: 
deriving down the present natural conditions of 
the world, and the future misery of hell, from the 
same source of Christ’s universal being and power 
and mercy, no less than the present comfortable 
and assured conditions of the church, with the 
blessedness of heaven, in the fulness of which 
they are fulfilled. 

Taking these two principles along with ns 
which no one acquainted with the will and pur¬ 
pose of God can doubt, we shall be at no loss t' 
account for the mixed and most various character 
of the word of God, but, on the other hand, shal. 
perceive that it could not be otherwise, withoc 
wholly failing of the end which God hath in vie* 
by the revelation of his will. For, if it had beer; 
so constructed as to speak only to the election a 
grace, though still it would have maintained that 
variety of character which is necessary to their 
various conditions, it would not have served the 
purpose of concluding the reprobate, and shutting 
them up, in sin, for their denial and rejection of 
Christ, if so be that the revelation of Christ had w 
reference nor application to them at all. And the 
consequence would be, that the preacher of that 
word would only be a savour of life unto life 
in them that are saved, but no savour of death 
unto death in them that perish. And there would 
have been no room for Christ as the Judge of the 
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wicked, but only as the Saviour of the righteous, 
if so be that the word beareth no witness against 
the wicked. And, moreover, as the elect are in 
the first place among the wicked, and not to be 
distinguished from them until they are effectually 
called, the word would not speak even unto them, 
unless it spake to the conditions of the wicked 
with which they are begirt: so that the notion 
can in no way be maintained that the word of 
God is for the election only. It worketh the 
fruits of righteousness only in them, while in the 
reprobate it revealeth the hideousness of sin; 
equally in both cases to the glory of God. 

So much in general with respect to this ques¬ 
tion; but it may make our reasoning more distinct 
if we take a particular case, as this Epistle, which 
is addressed “ To the saints which are at Ephesus, 
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus ”—that is, to 
those in the city of Ephesus who had been separated 
from the world by the belief of the Gospel, and set 
apart by the sacrament of baptism to a holy life, 
and the maintaining of the truth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Therefore are they called “ faithful in Christ 
Jesus,” or such as had believed in Christ Jesus. 
And thus we find it in almost all his Epistles. 
Now, who are designated by these terms ? I an¬ 
swer, every one who had by baptism been admitted 
to the church, and were found not excommuni¬ 
cated from the bosom of the church—reprobate, 
as well as elect; those who shall stand fast, as 
well as those who shall fall away. ' If they fall 
away and become reprobate, how could they 
ever be called saints, and faithful in Christ Jesus ? 
were they at any time of those who are chosen 
from the foundation of the world to be holy 
and blameless before him in love?’ Certainly not. 
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‘ Why then apply to them an Epistle which is ad¬ 
dressed to those amongst whom they cannot be 
reckoned?’ To this question I answer; That the 
election is essentially invisible; they are God's 
hidden ones, who shall not be made manifest till 
the day of redemption. Neither Paul nor any 
Apostle could know who were to be raised in 
honour in that day. And no one, perhaps, was 
more frequently deceived than the Apostlt 
Paul. But he knew that while the world lasted 
there would be a church and election; whose 
number being completed, the world would be 
judged and changed. He knew, also, that this flock 
of Christ, which was in the world, was his peculiar 
charge, whom he is commanded to feed. He 
knew, moreover, that every one who had been 
introduced into the church of Christ, been en¬ 
lightened, and made a partaker of the Holy 
Ghost, was outwardly, and to the eye of maD. 
amongst the election, and ought as such to be 
spoken to by the tongue of man. For if you speak 
not to them as to the election, to whom shall yon 
speak as such? not surely to those who are deny¬ 
ing Christ, and standing afar off from his church. 
Nor by speaking to them as such, do you make 
them such, but rather you make them reprobate: 
you shew them what they ought to be ; you make 
known to them what belongs to their holy 
profession ; you shew them their privileges i& 
Christ; you stir them up to higher attain¬ 
ments in holiness; you rebuke them; you con¬ 
demn them; you do the office of a good father 
unto his children, who lays before them the walk 
and conversation of honest and honourable men; 
you do the office of a good master over his house¬ 
hold, who lays out to them what is the duty o* 
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their several vocations, and what is their reward 
in fulfilling his will. The word is not therefore 
defiled because you have addressed it to a wicked 
deceiver; neither doth it miss of its aim because 
in the spirit of sincerity you have spoken it to a 
hypocritical dissembler; for it condemns the one, 
and maketh the other manifest in the sight of God, 
and perhaps of his own conscience. It is a mer¬ 
ciful warning unto both; and, if unheeded, it shall 
prove a count of accusation and a ground of sen¬ 
tence unto both. 

Observe, now, what terrible consequences 
you would fall into if you were to take up the 
opposite position, and allege that these Epistles 
are meant, not for the whole, but for a part. 
The question is. For what part ? who shall read 
them, and who shall not dare to read them ? 
Into whose hands shall this power be given, of 
separating the chaff from the wheat ? To whom 
shall it be permitted to pull up the tares which 
grow amongst the wheat ? The bam floor must 
not be purged till he whose fan is in his hand 
shall appear: the tares and wheat must grow 
together until the harvest. It is one of the 
monstrous assumptions of the Papacy, to burn the 
tares, and to say that all which is left behind 
is wheat; or, in other words, that there is no 
salvation save in their own damnable apostasy, 
and all therein shall be saved. But we, who have 
not drunk the strong wine of their delusion that 
we should believe a lie, hold that in every church, 
which maintaineth the faith of the blessed Trinity, 
not excepting the apostasy itself, there may be and 
there are saints, there may be and there are repro¬ 
bates. And we likewise hold, that it is beyond 
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the power of man to say who is a saint or who is 
a reprobate. And we farther hold, that every 
one who is a reprobate is so because he hath re¬ 
sisted the same great and glorious working in the 
church which the election have not resisted; and 
that he shall be judged as one who hath trampled 
under foot that wherewith he should have beet 
sanctified. For in this consisteth his very repro¬ 
bacy, that he hath turned a deaf ear, and cast 
behind his back those most gracious words and 
those most glorious privileges which Christ Jests 
by the Spirit, had brought near, and profferedto 
him ; of which he had professed the acceptance 
and was admitted to the enjoyment. It i* the 
perfect equality of gifts, and advantages, and pre¬ 
rogatives, which the one rejecteth and the other 
receiveth, that constitutes the difference betwea 
the reprobate and the elect, and shews forth 
Christ’s glory in the one as well as in the other 
If this word be not written to all of the visible 
church, therefore, it is written unto none: it i; 
is written to any, it is written unto all. It served 
equal ends of God’s glory in Christ to those wb 
reject as to those who receive; and therefore £ 
not cast away upon any, but is profitable uB-' 
all, though not profitable in all. And this I bok 
to be the true designation of this or any other 
Apostolical Epistle, and the true standing of tfc 
church of Christ towards those gifts of grace a# 
peace, which are the fruits of the Incarnation s 
the Second Person in the Godhead. 

There is one point in which these Apostolic 
Epistles essentially differ from the Gospels a&* 
the other Scriptures; from not observing whid 
they have run into many errors in these tiro® 
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Being addressed unto churches of the Gentiles, 
which had just been formed, or were just forming, 
there are few of those appeals to a former con¬ 
dition of the church, which are so frequent in 
the Prophets and the Gospels, addressed to 
a church far gone in backsliding and apostasy, 
and ready to be rejected : being addressed unto 
churches just gathered from amongst the Jews 
and the Gentiles at every risk of property and life, 
and who abode, as it were, continually upon the 
perilous edge of persecution and dearth, they speak 
the language of consolation and edification, of con¬ 
fidence and trust, as to those who had been tried 
and proved for the testimony of Christ. And yet 
I must take exceptions for the churches, of the 
Corinthians and the Galatians, who had slidden 
back from the ground where the Apostle planted 
them. But though the churches in general did 
then deserve, and the Apostles did address unto 
them, more of gracious language than would be 
proper to this or to any after age of the church, 
they still perceive, and warn them of, an apostasy 
which was about to arise, of perilous times which 
were ready to come. And how soon they came is 
well manifested by our Lord’s epistles to the seven 
churches of Asia, which present two or three of 
them in a very deplorable state, and speak to 
them more of the language of warning and 
threatening than we find in any of the Apostolical 
Epistles, save, perhaps, that to the Hebrews. 
Which example of our Lord, both in the Gospels, 
where he speaketh to the Jews grown hoary in 
backsliding, and in the Apocalypse, where he 
speaketh to the seven churches of Asia, just 
ehtering upon the long career through which the 
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Gentile church hath since passed, doth teach us 
that it is our duty not to be always speaking the 
language and adopting the gracious manner which 
the Apostles use to the simple and comparatively 
uncontaminated primitive church; whose con¬ 
dition is no longer represented in any church 
under heaven: but we ought to assume more justice 
and severity and threatening, and appeal unto the 
broken covenant, and the despised ordinances, 
and the whole tottering frame-work of the churd 
Which is what our Evangelical brethren, and i 
great multitude of our sectarians, will not do: they 
will speak the soft language of these Epistles, 
and none more stern or severe, unto the present 
church, which is all but apostate ; which hai 
hardly a feature left of the primitive chprch; arc 
were it not for our sound and orthodox standards 
would hardly be known for a church of Chns - 
at all. They will not assume the prophetic 
character of discourse, which they hold as utterly 
foreign to the Christian church, although otf 
Lord resumeth it in the seven epistles to tk 
Gentile churches: and I can never find when 
was laid down ; but perceive a continual en¬ 
treaty of the Apostles, to all the churches, tb: 
they would search the Scriptures, and mind tk 
things which have been spoken to them by & 
holy prophets. 

And, observe what is the consequence of tb ; 
perversity of using only a portion of Scripture fc‘ 
the model and text-book of their discoursing 
Finding that the church or congregation of & 
baptized is not capable of being spoken toinsn^ 
language of consolation and edification, of enceu- 
ragement and commendation, as was propertotbe 
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.primitive churches; and not willing to go to find 
their models in the Prophets, who spoke to a church 
in the state in which we are at present found; 
they are compelled to represent the church in the 
same condition in which the Apostles represent the 
unbelievers, and the heathen, and the persecuting 
Jews—that is, to unchurch the church; to deliver 
her from all responsibilities; to absolve her from 
all covenants; to rid her of all hereditary burdens; 
to undo the Divine arguments of a written word, 
of a visible church, of a religious education, of 
the holy sacraments, of a Christian government; 
all past history of God's dealings with us and 
our fathers to obliterate; all present experience of 
his chastening, or long*suffering, or gracious pro¬ 
vidence, to hide; and to commence anew, as if we 
were in the very condition of the Greek and Ro¬ 
man heathens—which is the grossest and most 
glaring falsehood, the most dishonourable and 
prejudicial misrepresentation, that was ever heard 
of; dishonourable to God, and dishonourable 
to the church. But this is not all the evil 
which springeth from the fantastical course of 
these unfledged divines and ill-instructed stewards: 
for, not content with treating the visible church 
as the world—and so quitting all scores, and, in 
truth, making her, not reprobate and apostate in 
the sight of God, but in no worse a state than 
were the heathen at first, when he sent his Gospel 
forth unto them—they are forced, in the next 
place, to imagine unto themselves some body of 
persons, who may stand to their wretched theory 
and most false hypothesis in the condition of the 
primitive apostolical converts. When they have 
unchurched the church, and treated it as the world. 
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they must go to and make a church for themselves, 
which they may address as the called and chosen 
of the Lord. But how are they to know them, 
and how are they to mark them out ? They can¬ 
not baptize them over again; they cannot admit 
them by themselves to the Sacrament of the Sup¬ 
per; they cannot pen them together in the fold oi 
the church : every ordinance and sacrament whict 
defineth the outward church is already appropri¬ 
ated ; and what shall they do, to make out this 
church within a church; whereto all, or almost 
all, their apostolical style of discoursing is to be 
addressed; and for the sake of which they hare 
neglected their duty to those over whom they 
were ordained, not carrying God’s commissions 
unto them, but calling them the world, instead of 
the backsliding but still beloved church, the adul¬ 
terous but still gently entreated church ? What 
can they do, but define their pseudo-church, thej 
invisible visible church, by an artificial mark ot 
their own invention ; a particular manner of speak¬ 
ing one to another; particular books to be read 
amongst each other; places of assembling in pri¬ 
vate one with another; choosing of certain mins¬ 
ters for their favourites; avoiding certain outward 
customs which the church tolerates; and so dili¬ 
gently bringing about an exclusive and separative 
spirit; constituting a church within a church, 
and endeavouring to make the invisible church 
visible?—the many evils of which, having not 
long ago opened to you in several discourses, 1 
shall not now insist upon. 

Now, this would be perfectly right and proper 
and the only course which could be followed, 
in an apostate church, which in its very constt- 
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tutional articles and daily service had departed 
from the truth as it is in Jesus: for example, 
in the Papacy, and the Lutheran churches on the 
continent which have adopted Socinianism; where 
nothing is left for the faithful and chosen but to 
separate, and constitute the church with ordi¬ 
nances amongst themselves, as the Reformers did. 
But when the church is truly founded, as I hold 
the Established Churches of these lands to be, and 
rightly arrayed in the forms and offices of a true 
and holy faith, it is schismatic and sectarian, and 
pregnant with all evil consequence, to follow the 
same course: forasmuch as the Lord hath not de¬ 
serted, and cannot desert, a house so founded and 
erected; though he have brought upon it bar¬ 
renness of children, evil days of adversity, and 
sore chastisement of the powers of this world, 
and great poverty of his Spirit. To which his 
judgments it behoveth us, watchmen of the city, 
set to warn the people, to give heed, and call 
every man to vigilance and to humility, to 
grief and to lamentation, to sackcloth and to 
ashes, instead of deserting this prophetical post; 
calling the city forsaken, and abandoned, and 
lifting up the cry of “save himself who can.” 
That is the cry proper to Babylon, fore-doomed, 
and ready to be destroyed: but for us the cry is, 
“ Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, ga¬ 
ther the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land, 
into the house of the Lord your God, and cry unto 
the Lord. Let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and 
let them say. Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
should rule over them: wherefore should they say 
among the people. Where is their God ? ” 
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Moreover, there is nothing so dangerous as the 
idea that we are come unto a company of those 
who are all Christians indeed, or that we belong 
to a church which containeth only the election of 
grace. For it leads directly to idolatry, and 
we do at once begin to worship it: we sacrifice 
to it our own judgment, and lose sight of our own 
responsibility : its oracles become our oracles; 
its opinions our laws; its view of the Gospel om 
Gospel; its estimate of a holy life our rule t- 
walk by; its sanction of us our assurance of sal¬ 
vation ; and so forth, throughout all the various 
forms of idolatry. I say it is essential to our idea 
of the church, that it should contain good and 
evil, and shall contain them unto the end: it is 
essential to know that there are reprobates in it, 
as well as elect; that Satan’s synagogue is there, 
as well as Christ’s body ; that we have a continual , 
wardenship to fulfil on the walls of Zion; that | 
there is an enemy in every house in Jerusalem: 
that Satan is lurking in the corner of every street 
and hath a partaker in every family. This, I say 
is necessary to the very idea of the church os 
earth, as it is the only true account of the 
church on earth in all ages and generations; and 
herein consisteth our desire and longing to be re¬ 
moved from it into the temple of the New Jeru¬ 
salem which is above. 

Taking along with us these views of the great 
purpose and intention of God’s word, and of the 
peculiar application of the Epistles written in the 
infancy and comparative purity of the Christian 
church, we shall be at no loss to understand in 
what light to consider, and in what sense to use, 
those holy Scriptures, the fruits of the Incarnation, 
which the Holy Spirit, who gave them unto the 
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Prophets and Evangelists and Apostles, doth ad* 
dress to the church of Christ in all ages and in 
all countries to whose knowledge it may come: 
according to that caution of Peter’s, “ No pro* 
phecy is of any private interpretation ; for the 
prophecy came not of old times by the will of 
God, but holy men spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” From what hath been said, 
it is manifestly my duty, as an expositor of 
any portion of the word, to set forth every thing 
which is therein declared in its full and proper 
sense; not lowering it to the present state of 
the church, nor accommodating it in any way 
to my notion of the condition of my hearers; but 
declaring the truth as it lies before me, without 
palliation or without prejudice, according to the 
insight given me thereinto by the Holy Ghost; and 
commending it to every man’s conscience, accord¬ 
ing to the ability which God may grant: when the 
holy word concerneth the Divine purpose, opening 
the goodness and excellence and wisdom of the Di¬ 
vine purpose; when it concerneth the manifestation 
of the Divine purpose, discovering the beauty and 
fitness and application thereof unto the wants of 
men ; when it concerneth the constitution of the 
church, opening the policy and the discipline, the 
comfort and the blessedness thereof; and when it 
concerneth the practice of each member of the 
church in the relationships of the present life, en¬ 
forcing and pressing the same with all urgency and 
request: and in every case leaving the truth which 
bath been declared to the application of the Holy 
Spirit;—our business, as preachers, or teachers, 
or expositors, being simply to declare the truth, 
with ail suitable affections of earnestness and 
love ; to shew forth Christ, whether in the pur- 
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pose, or in the manifestation, or in the commu¬ 
nity of the church, or in the holy life of each 
member of the church; Christ the first and the 
last, the beginning and the ending, the All in all 
of the work of God : and having done so, to leave 
the truth which hath been declared wholly in the 
hands of the Holy Spirit, that he may take it ami 
apply it unto your souls; which is his high pre¬ 
rogative, not to be intermeddled with by any 
man, because it is his office in the work of tk 
blessed and eternal Trinity. This is the parte 
all preachers. God grant them grace, forthea 
oneration of their own souls and for the growth 
of the church in grace, to fulfil his will! 

And yours, dear brethren, who believe in Jes® 
Christ, and have taken upon you the profess^ 
of godliness, it is, to listen with all reverenced 
the word which may be spoken unto you by my 
lips; and to pray, that, like Lydia’s, yourhei' 
may be opened to receive it. Say not, This isw 
high for me; but rather say, Ah me, that I sboolc 
not be able to receive the comfort of this grack® 
word which the Holy Spirit hath indited fork 
church! Still less seek ye to abase the gloried 
word, and to explain it away to suit your coni 
tions; to purge out of it the mystery of the Dir® 
will and sovereignty, the Divine foreknowlei? 
and predestination, till ye have made it intosmood 
sinful Arminianism. You might as well purge^ 
of it the mystery of Christ’s Divinity: nay, Ithi® 
if you do the one, you ought to do the other; fc ; 
I can see no sufficient ground of Christ’s Divinity 
save by perceiving that he is the beginning and & 
ending of the Divine purpose from all eternity 

which caring not to recognise, you can only reof 

nise the manifestation in time, and so have ate® 
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porary Saviour, which is flat Socinianism. You 
might as well purge out of the word the mystery 
of the Holy Spirit’s working in all redemption 
and regeneration; and so bring yourself into man* 
worship, and self-adoration. O brethren! Qod 
forbid that you should deal so treacherously, so 
deceitfully, by the word of God; in which there will 
occur much whose splendour you cannot bear, much 
whose mystery neither I nor you can unfold—for 
we do but see through a glass, dimly; and speak 
like children—But shall we be grieved hereat? 
nay,we will rather rejoice; saying, ‘Thisseal still 
remaineth to be broken, and this precious part of 
the roll still remains to be revealed: it is so much 
excellent counsel which I have yet to receive; it 
is so much precious truth upon which I have yet 
to feed; it is a region of the Divine glory into 
which I have yet to ascend; it is a field of the 
Divine wisdom which I have yet to explore. Let 
me rejoice and be glad that there is so much before 
me still to be attained, so much to profit in, so 
much to apprehend, so much to digest, so much 
to prove me, so much to sanctify me. Indeed, I 
do rejoice, and will rejoice, in these mysteries, 
though for the present I apprehend them not, 
though in this life I should never apprehend them; 
because I know there be some members of the 
body of Christ which are nourished by them, 
though I be not: for what am I ? a poor unworthy 
member of Christ. I am not the eye, I am not the 
ear, I am not the tongue. God be praised that I 
have any place whatever in the body. I will rejoice, 
yea, and I do rejoice, that there are so many wiser, 
more profitable, and better instructed members 
than I am: and by their example, who feed with 
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ravishment on these Divine mysteries of election 
and predestination and assurance, I will stir nayseli 
up to desire and to pray for the same light and 
blessedness : and I am sure that the time is com¬ 
ing, either now or hereafter, when I shall know 
even as I am known ; when I shall putawaytiose 
childish things, and become a man of full stature 
in Christ Jesus. But I will beware lest I reject 
any of the good counsel of God, or suffer mysei‘ 
to be blinded by this man or that man's conceit 
against it, because then I am so far forth a repro¬ 
bate : for if I reject God's word, reject I no: 
God’s Spirit, and rebel I not against the will: 
the Father, and reprehend I not the honour at 
fulness of Christ ?’ Yes, truly: if, listening to at 
Legal or Evangelical, to any Worldly or Method:- 
tical, to any Arminian or Socinian glosses; if, pf’ 
mitting yourselves to drink into the spirit of tlio 
or any other schools, you do slur over in thereai 
ing, or trammel in the hearing, or neglect in tt-. 
meditating, any of the mysteries of this word-. [ 
God, though most high and difficult to besearck 
into, then I testify that you are saying untot; 
Lord, Hitherto shalt thou come and no further 
you are preferring the darkness to the light; youtf 
grieving the Holy Spirit, putting your souls inti 
most imminent peril, and doing your part to Jar- 
yourselves among the reprobate. But if thewid 
edest, the most lukewarm, and the most timorc- 
Christian who now heareth me, will, in a humk 
and teachable spirit, say unto the Lord, “ SpeA 
Lord, for thy servant heareth;” though heW 
a babe like Samuel, and like Samuel had nc« 
before heard the voice of the Lord speaking ^ 
his soul—if he will say, Oh that the enteringio 1 
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thy word might give understanding to the simple!— 
then let that poor and contrite soul know assured¬ 
ly that he is on the way which leadeth into the 
i secret pavillion of the temple of the Lord, and is 
> growing out of the blindness and deadness of 
i nature into the life and light of the chosen of 
(rod. And if the strongest, most wise, and en- 
i larged spirit in this church will do the same, he 
j shall become mightier still: according to the saying 
„ of the Prophet, “ Every man shall become as 
j, David, and David shall become as God.” Oh then, 
,j my beloved, deal fairly by the word; give it law, 
t give it liberty. Blame and censure me; cut me to 
fcl pieces with your criticisms, and blow me to atoms 
^ with the breath of your scorn; but, oh meddle not 
with the word and wisdom of God!—Yet while 
^ 1 say so, I also say, take heed how you hear, be¬ 
cause I believe God will speak the truth by me 
, for your sakes, if you desire to hear and to learn 
^ the truth.—Thus have I given you liberty, O 
children of Christ, to feed upon the word of Christ; 
l! every one according to his present appetite and 
1 digestion; no one envying his brother’s portion, or 
desiring to measure his brother’s wealth by his own 
poverty. 1 have put you all between the conditions 
^ of election and reprobacy : all, all who are bap- 
tized into Christ Jesus, and wait upon these ordi- 
o®? nances. The word will either prove your quick¬ 
ie ening into life eternal, or your condemnation unto 
if* death eternal. All of us stand alike tempted, 
d-‘ alike invited: there is an election, and there is a 
: !/• reprobation amongst us : and the reception of this 
^ holy word will separate the one from the other in 
id# time and in eternity, 
id* 
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PART III. 

Having thus discoursed of grace and peace, the 
substantial fruits of the Incarnation ; and justified 
the full and free preaching thereof unto the 
church; I would say a word, before concluding 
upon the saving application of them to the heart 
of every believer. In which office, as in every 
other, I would rather walk under the guidance oi 
God’s word, than commit myself to my own judg¬ 
ment ; especially as I have found in the Epistle tt 
Titus a passage in which the Apostle Paul set 
himself to delineate, and in his own most compre¬ 
hensive manner doth include in a few words, the 
whole of this subject (ii. 11—14). ** For the grace 
of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to a< 
men, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness ant 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world ; looking for tht 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of th 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; wt» 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem usfr® 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” Let us endo- 
vour to gather up the parts of this apostolict 
delineation of grace.-—The first characterise 
of it is, that “ it bringeth salvation;” according 
as it is elsewhere written, “ By grace are y* 
saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves 
it is the gift of God : not of works, lest any urn 
should boast.” Grace, we have shewn above, is 
the affection of the Divine mind, or attribute of hi> 
being, from which our salvation proceedeth; whirl 
moveth his will thereto, determineth the method, 
informeth all the parts of the plan, is manifested 
through all the progress of the work, is crowned it 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



FRUITS OF THE INCARNATION. 303 

its ultimate accomplishment, is now nobly con¬ 
fessed by all the saved, and standeth gloriously re¬ 
vealed in the mighty fruits and issues of the work 
through eternity. And while the stupendous fabric 
of all our salvation hath its foundation laid, and its 
walls upbuilded, and its corner-stone brought out, 
in the grace of God, whereby we are freely justi¬ 
fied ; it cometh to us, it apprehendeth and layeth 
hold on us, in the way of faith; and by the progress 
and increase of our faith, from faith to faith, in 
each man who is polished after the similitude of 
the Chief Head-stone, in order to be builded into 
the temple which is building to the honour and the 
glory of the grace of God. I say, the almighty, 
all-working Spirit, in making any of us who are 
dead in trespasses and Bins a subject of Divine 
grace, doth proceed by working in us faith in 
God, who quickeneth the dead; and in Christ 
Jesus, who died for our sins, and was raised for our 
justification, and who hath received “ all power in 
heaven and on earth, to grant repentance and re¬ 
mission of sins,” and the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
By the way of faith in an outward work of salva¬ 
tion done, and scheme of salvation revealed, he 
proceedeth; not by the way of good works, obe¬ 
dience of the law, good character, moral worth, 
honourable reputation, or some other thing within 
us, in which all men do by nature boast and 
build themselves up. As to ourselves, his first 
lesson is, that we are dead in trespasses and 
sins, objects of the Divine wrath and indigna¬ 
tion : and even this lesson he can only teach us 
by reflexion from the law, as it was exemplified 
and fulfilled in Christ Jesus our Lord; so that 
even the truth of our natural perdition floweth 
from an act of faith in the grace of God manifested 
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in Christ Jesus. When we see our natural dead¬ 
ness, the work of our salvation is a good way ad¬ 
vanced; the old man is stripped, and crowned with 
thorns, and crucified; and this argues the ne* 
man to be born, yea, lively, and come to no mean 
stature in our souls. But how came that new 
man to be quickened in death, and reared is 
the corruption of a tomb ? Can any one say that 
he had any hand in it, or with all his might could 
have helped it on a jot; or that any power or might 
less than the Almighty Spirit of free grace, sent 
to the undeserving and rebellious, and working 
in us against the main drift and tendency of our 
nature and the very principle of our being, had 
brought it to pass, through a continual exerci* 
of faith upon the Lord Jesus Christ; upon hisliie 
for righteousness, his death for atonement, to 
resurrection for quickening the dead, and to 
glory for the present hope and future fruition a 
all the people whom his life redeemed from tk 
curse of a broken law, whom his death justified 
whom the power of his resurrection regenerated 
and whom the hope of his glory saved ? This s 
what is meant in the first operation of the grace 
of God, “that it bringeth salvation,”—thatt 
saveth us through faith. 

It is next written, in this same large descrip¬ 
tion of the work of grace, that it “ hath ap 
peared unto all men; ” or, that it is universe 
in its epiphany or manifestation;—that tit 
feature of the Divine mind, or attribute # 
his substantial being, called grace, is an essentia 
part of himself, which first came to our know¬ 
ledge, or the knowledge of any creature, in tb 
person and work of our Lord and Saviour 
Christ; and hath been held up to the observation 
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and presented to the acceptance of all men by 
the Holy Spirit, in the church, which is his living 
temple. For all that went before the coming of 
Christ, id the dispensation of God unto the fallen 
world by means of angels, was but the clearing 
of the ground and preparing of the way for the 
dispensation of grace that was to come imper- 
sonified and incarnate in the Word. The Law, 
which came by Moses, gave the forms of righteous¬ 
ness which should condemn every other man to 
death, but which should not be able to lay a hand 
upon the skirt of Christ’s garment: the word of 
prophecy was but the testimony of promise and 
ground of hope for the world to expect him and 
believe upon him: and the grace in Jesus Christ, 
thus announced from the beginning of the world, 
and fore-6hadowed and defined by every word 
and act of God, hath, since his resurrection, over¬ 
canopied the world, and is free to every man’s 
use, free as the vital air of heaven. He came not 
to judge the world, but to save the world; that 
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. All that holdeth of the former 
advent is grace, is free grace, is universal and 
unconditional grace, unto all men to whom the 
knowledge of it may come: and it hath not been 
hid in a comer, that it should not come unto all, 
but hath for these eighteen hundred years been 
"as a city set upon a hill which cannot be hid.” 
We, who hold the doctrine of an election and a 
reprobation amongst the children of men, hold of 
necessity the universality of the presentation of 
the free grace of God; because it is by the accept¬ 
ance of that grace the elect are made manifest, 
and by the rejection of it that the reprobate are 
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made manifest; which revelation of both classes 
could not come to pass without the presentation 
of it to all mankind. This mystery of election 
and reprobation is entirely dependent upon the 
universality of the free gift and offer of grace, 
and preaching of the Gospel unto all; and cometh 
out of it, dawning and clearing itself upon those 
who will be at the pains to read the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures, or who will have the patience to reflee> 
upon what they already believe. You believe, 
do you, that the manifestation of the grace is | 
freely made unto all? ‘Yes.’ And what cometh 
of those who reject it ? ‘ They are reprobates. I 

And what cometh of those who receive it ? ‘ They 
are elect.’ Well now, did God contemplatetk ; 
issue of it, or another ; did he reveal this issue <>’ 
it, or another? Surely he must both contemplate 
and reveal the truth. Therefore his word speai 
cth of an election and a reprobation as about tofc 
manifested by the free preaching of his grace m® 
all men in Jesus Christ. And a very gracioa> 
holy, and most necessary part of the revelationi: 
is, teaching that salvation is not made easyb 
the Gospel—which is the root of all errors; I nay 
say, the practical error of all, save the electios- 
but that men are by the Gospel placed uDdf' 
more awful sanctions, equipoised, as it were.bt 
tween the top of heaven and the depth of he 1 
the field on which the powers of heaven and hf 
are to contend for the victory; the substance os: 
of which a monument is to be built to the ines 
haustible grace or inexhaustible severity of Goi 
And those who, hiding the principles and the issue' 
of election and reprobation, and at the same tin* 
preachingthe Gospel freely unto all, do theirutmo? 
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to keep the world in the delusion that salvation 
is made easy and attain^le at any time, do bring 
the church into a state of ease and inactivity, of 
sleep and death, such as we now behold it to be in. 
And it is to preach only one half of the glory 
of God impersonated in Christ; whereof the world 
hath had but the part of grace revealed at the 
former advent, and waiteth for the other part, of 
judgment and severity, against the advent yet to 
come. His birth in Bethlehem ushered in the 
day of grace; his coming in the clouds shall usher 
in the day of judgment: and these two make 
' up the manifestation of God in Christ Jesus, the 
fulness of the Godhead in the body of the Son of 
Mam If they will sum up the whole, and preach 
the result unto the church, let them station them* 
selves under the whole, let them understand the 
whole; and from the consummation lpok back and 
tell what hath passed; and see if they can include 
it all under these words, “ Grace unto all.” They 
must add, “ The grace of election unto some, 
the severity of reprobation unto many;” 4 “God 
in Christ a God of mercy, and a God of justice;” 
“ a Father, and a consuming fire;” “ the Saviour 
of the church, and the destroyer of the world;” 
“ the builder up of heaven, and the builder up of 
bell”—all to his glory; all to the glory of his Ho¬ 
liness and Truth; and equally of the essence and 
substance of his being. Now, as I take it, be¬ 
loved brethren, that the evening shadows of the 
day of grace are darkening around us; and the 
temple-gate, though loth, is ready to be shut, after 
which no one shall be able to enter; and the night 
is thickening; and the sword of the angel of judg¬ 
ment is in his hand; and the snare of the tempter 
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is spreading; and the pit of the destroyer is 
widening its mouth; and the time of the end is at 
hand ; we hold out, as it were, a last momentary 
invitation, and blow a final blast, mingled ot 
entreating pity and warning, around the world, 
saying, ‘Now or never; the day is far spent and 
the night is at hand: haste! haste for your lives! 
enter, enter into the ark! for the heavens are thick 
and the hail is coming down upon the forest, and 
the city is low in a low place.’ 

Furthermore, with respect to the application 
of this grace to the souls of men, it is this 
written in the same large and beautiful description: 
“ Teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.” These word; 
contain the power of Divine grace upon the hean 
of the believer by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost; which is very often mistaken for the be¬ 
ginning, and sometimes for the whole of Divine 
grace; but which is, in truth, not a beginning $■ 
all, and only a very small part of the whole; the 
only fountain, and origin, and principle, being,a> 
hath been said, in the Divine substance, of which 
we do now know grace to be as essential a part 
as is power or sovereignty or justice. The only 
principle or beginning of it is in the will of God. 
in the good pleasure of his will. It is prop' 
for God so to be, and it is pleasant for him s 1 
to reveal himself: for the which his will is ever 
devoutly to be worshipped, and adored, and 
yielded to, as the greatest goodness and moet 
perfect wisdom. As little is the work of grace in 
our souls by the Holy Ghost the beginning or 
the fulness of its manifestation: for it w T as first and 
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fully manifested in Christ, and is derived unto 
us from, that inexhaustible fulness of which we 
have received, and grace for grace. The portion 
of the Holy Spirit which any one receiveth, which 
all of us receive, which all the church since Pen¬ 
tecost hath received, is only a part of that might 
and power, and overflowing fulness of grace, 
which is in Christ Jesus, and shall flow out of 
him upon and into all the elect creatures of the 
universe of God. If you want, therefore, to know 
the size, or to measure the dimensions, of that 
grace of God which hath appeared unto all men, 
bringing salvation, I pray you not to be prying 
and poring about the narrow bounds of your own 
imperfect sanctification, but to consider the man 
Christ Jesus; who, though in the form of God, 
and thinking it no robbery to be equal with God, 
became a very man, of low, and mean, and suffer¬ 
ing conditions; and being found in the dejected 
and desolate estate of a condemned criminal, 
crucified on an accursed tree, was thence,exalted 
at once unto the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty on high, to rule and to govern, to forgive 
and to save, and eternally to manifest the attri¬ 
butes and perfections, to declare and to execute 
the will, of the Almighty and Eternal God. Look 
on that, I say, and consider its dimensions, if you 
would have an outward estimate of that attribute 
of grace which is in the essential substance of 
God, and whose effluence is from the will of God, 
by his only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, unto all 
and upon all who believe. 

Having guarded this topic of our discourse, to 
prevent our selfishness from making it the whole 
because it is the part which concerneth self, I 
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now proceed to open the application of grace to 
the sinner: which is here given as a process of 
teaching, or discipline, working two effects ; which 
are, First, the “ denying of ungodly and worldly 
lusts, and the living soberly, and righteously, 
and godly, in this present world;” Secondly, the 
“looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesu? 
Christ.” The same two-fold division of the work ot 
grace I find in another part of Scripture : 1 Thess. 
i. a, to: “ How ye turned to God from idols, to 
serve the living and true God ; and to wait for his 
Son from heaven.” Now, with respect to the 
power by which either, or both, of these Diviat 
effects is wrought in us, there can be no doubt 
that it is the power of God, and the peculiar otfkt 
of the Holy Ghost. For, first, that we have no 
power to produce the whole, or any part, of this 
grace in ourselves, is manifest from our Lords 
own declaration; “Without me ye can do n> 
thing:” and that we cannot fetch ourselves t: 
him, or link our dead affections to his livbi 
power, is manifest from that other saying of his; 
“No man can come unto me except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him.” And that it is the 
work of God to do this, which in and of our¬ 
selves we cannot do. is manifest from the passatf 
of this Epistle already quoted ; “ Ye are saved by 
grace, through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any mao 
should boast: for we are his workmanship, createu 
unto good works (or fashioned upon good works - 
which God hath before ordained that we shouM 
walk in them.” And again, in another Epistk: 
'll is God that woikcth in us to will and to do 
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of his good pleasure.” Now that it is the proper 
office of the Holy Ghost, the third Person in the 
Divine Substance, to produce all faith, to teach all 
truth, and to work all goodness in the souls of dead 
men, is manifest from our Lord's definition of his 
office in various parts of his last discourse: as, for 
example; (John xiv. 26 ) “ But the Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you.” Again (John xvi. 13): “ Howbeit, when 
he, the Spirit^f truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come. He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you.” And, again, the Apostle John, 
in his first Epistle (1 John ii. 20,27) traceth all saving 
knowledge and good fruits, and permanency therein, 
to the same Almighty Teacher, in these words; 
“ But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and 
ye know all things.” “ But the anointing which ye 
have received of him abideth in you: and ye need 
not that any man teach you: but as the same 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him.” And the whole doctrine of the 
work of the Spirit in enlightening and informing 
the natural darkness of the soul is stated, yea, 
and the measure and the dimensions of the putting 
forth thereof in the regeneration of the sinner, is 
given, in this very chapter, to be no less than that 
which was put forth in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ: “ And what is the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
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to the working of his mighty power which be 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead.” (vers.19, 20 ). How incongruous were it, to 
use such language as this, if the conversion of a 
sinner unto God, and his building up in holi¬ 
ness and righteousness, were a work to which he 
himself could lend a hand; in which he might go 
hand in hand with God; or, as our unchristened 
divines, the disgrace of our churches, say, take 
the lead of God? I utterly repudiate all such 
damnable doctrine; and anathematize all the 
preachers of it, as the defacers aijd detainers of 
God’s grace, and the enemies of the cross of 
Christ. For herein grace is grace, that it is fret 
and undeserved, yea, that it is something beyond 
and above our deserving. This is the essence of 
grace even in a man; but in God the essence of 
it is, that it passeth infinitely beyond, and riseth in¬ 
finitely above, our deservings, which are the depth 
of hell, whence this grace of His doth exalt us 
to the height of heaven. How infinitely, then, du 
they disparage that boundless ocean of the Divine 
mercy and forgiveness, and grace and goodness, 
who entreat of it as something which we earn and 
deserve, and which is never bestowed upon any 
who have not laboured for it by the self-denials, 
penances, devotions, beliefs, and hopes of their life! 
Thou blind leader of the blind, hast thou not eyes 
to read the holy page, where it is written, that the 
grace of God schooleth us like children to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, to which we are 
as much inclined and devoted as children are to 
neglect their lesson and to run wild after folly 
and idleness ? Or knowest thou not that word of 
thy Saviour, “ This is the work of God, that ye 
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should believe in him whom he hath sent?’’ or 
that other word, “ Ye must be born again, of water 
and the Spirit, before ye can see the kingdom of 
God ?” And knowest thou not that word, “ You 
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins?” Now, take to thy logic, and resolve 
me, if he that creates the seed is not the same 
who is the creator of the tree that grows out of 
it; if he that quickens the life of the child is 
not the creator of thp, man into whom the child 
waxeth ; if he that raiseth the dead is not the re¬ 
surrection and the life of him whom he hath rais¬ 
ed? Or is my child to disallow me as his father, 
because he chews and digests the meat which I 
provide for him, and wears the clothes whioh I 
furnish him? And is the child of the resurrection 
of the Holy Ghost, to cast off the obligation to 
God, and insist for a share of the work, because 
he is made to grow up into full stature by the 
continuance of that Almighty Power which pro¬ 
duced him out of nothing ? O thou Atheist! then, 
after Adam, the seed of man; and after the first 
formed animal, the seed of all future creatures; 
and after the first created plants, the seed of all 
vegetables, had been formed in six days; going 
on ever since until this hour procreating and pro¬ 
ducing and increasing and multiplying, according 
to the law and provision which God had appointed 
to them, they become sharers, co-operators, fellow- 
creators with God; having a part in their own 
origination, and beholden unto themselves as well 
as unto him—yea, to him for six days’ work only; 
to themselves for six thousand years’ work, and 
whatever ages are yet to run ? Oh but thou art 
an equal distributor and apportioner between God 
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and the creatures! a rare logician to boot! ami a 
most famous Atheist!—But, to return to the »ub- 
ject of the application and appropriation of grace 
Its first operation is in faith ; and that Dot the 
faith of so many written books, but faith in the 
person and the work of Jesus Christ, in whom, 
as the great object, all grace is manifested. You 
may as well expect to have knowledge without* 
thing to know, as faith without an object to believe 
upon. The object of all faith, is “ Jesus Christ 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem is 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu¬ 
liar people, zealous of good works.” As to tk 
written book, it is but the description of 
person, and the unfolding of his work, to lead b; 
to a knowledge of him; but there is no faith noti 
we know him and receive him as the only Son J 
God, and Saviour of sinners—the manifestationJ 
the grace of the Father, and the fountain fra* 
which the power of the Holy Ghost floweth ink 
our souls. And this faith is not to be produce; 
in us by any reading or conning of the pages cb 
book, or hearing the subjects of it preached upon 
or any outward ordinance or mean; which are i 
best but the fountains that contain the wate 
shewing us where the water of life is to be found 
but the water of life itself is not in us, nor u] 
where in the world, that it should be found out; ft* 
in the hands of any priesthood, that it should K 
purchased; nor of any men, that it should be dis¬ 
pensed ; but with God is the pure fountain of b* 
grace, and from Christ only can it be received, ty 
an act of faith upon him, through the channels b' 
which he ordinarily communicates it, and, 
he plea^eth, directly flowing into the soul witbon- 
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any such means. Now this faith upon Christ 
Jesus, is the gift of the Father, communicated by 
the operation of the Holy Ghost: Christ is the gift 
of the fulness of grace; the Holy Ghost is the 
dispenser of its measures to his people: and if we 
look for it from any other quarter, be it book* 
ordinance, effort of our own will, help of others, 
or power of nature, we do feed on the east-wind of 
emptiness and barrenness. Nor is it enough that 
God bath presented the object of all faith in his 
own Son ; he must also give the eye to heboid, the 
ear to hear, the hands to handle, the heart to re¬ 
ceive. Which he doth by-the Holy Spirit, whom 
you must expect from the same principle of grace 
in the Divine substance from which the Son pro¬ 
ceeded. Because God is gracious, the 8ob of 
God came forth to seek and save a lost world: be¬ 
cause God is gracious, the Holy Spirit came forth 
to enable that low and lost world to lay hold on 
Christ Jesus for salvation. He that denies faith 
to be the only operation of the Holy Ghost, denies 
the office of the Holy Ghost; as he that denies 
Christ to be the only object of faith, denies the 
office of Christ: and no one who acknowledgeth not 
both of these, doth or can acknowledge the grace 
of God: he either disparages it by the appre¬ 
hension of a part only, or he denies it altogether; 
for its wholeness is not manifested in the inoar- 
nation and atonement of the Son only, but re- 
quireth the dispensation of the Holy Ghost unto 
the church to be added thereto: nor then is the 
dimension of grace measured, but there wanteth 
to be superadded to these two, the glory whioh is 
hereafter to be revealed. It is God’s will to be 
gracious, it is the bene placitum, the “good pleasure” 
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of his will to be gracious, that moveth the Father 
to spare the presence and permit the sacrifice ot 
his Son : it is the Son’s delight to obey his Fa¬ 
ther's will, that maketh himself become outward¬ 
ly manifest in humiliation and death : it is the de¬ 
light of the Holy Spirit to proceed to accompli 
and substantiate in outward acts that which the 
Father hath willed and the Son hath revealed: 
this is what makes up the full complement of tk 
Divine grace; and those who become children 
thereof are born, not of blood, nor of the will oi 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

According as faith upon Christ Jesus is wrougt: 
in us by the Holy Ghost we grow in grace, dent¬ 
ing from the great ocean of his fulness thatportis 
of light and life which the Spirit may be pleas 
to apportion unto every man. And being en¬ 
lightened in the knowledge which is in Him, as: 
quickened with the life which is in Him, thence 
ensueth first a humiliation and a dying and s 
crucifixion of the old man; a lowly descent from 
the heavenly places of Satanic usurpation, in whict 
every natural man is born; an apprehension of tie 
monstrous self-deification which we have bee: 
prosecuting, by making our own will our la* 
and exalting our reason to the right handofGods 
throne, yea, to the very seat of his Majesty. Tte 
great descent from the heavenly heights of spi¬ 
ritual wickedness, groweth out of the faith 
knowledge and meditation of Christ’s deseed 
from the bosom of his Father to the dust of death- 
The Spirit taketh Christ’s eternal oneness witt 
and being in the bosom of the Father, and to* 
willing procession thence to be crucified on tk 
accursed tree, by wicked men, for the redempti ' 0 
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and salvation of wicked men, by the destruction 
of their wickedness—this great act of love he 
taketh, and sheweth it to our souls with such 
mighty and efficacious power that we are con¬ 
strained by the faith thereof to be ashamed and 
grieved and horrified at our usurpation upon 
God’s self-existing prerogative; are enabled to 
forsake and abandon all high imaginations of that 
evil kind; to come into the conditions of a 
Creature, and to see ourselves as the most rebel¬ 
lious and ruined creatures; to humble ourselves, 
become obedient, and to enter into the fellow¬ 
ship of our Lord’s sufferings; to crucify our¬ 
selves, as he also gave himself to be crucified; 
and to die daily unto sin more and more, by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit enabling us to apprehend 
the kindred, aqd I may call it mother, grace in 
the work of Christ. Now, this is not an act, 
brethren, but it is a work, which, like every other 
work, hath a beginning—call it regeneration, or 
conversion, or awakening, or what you please— 
but, like every other work, it hath a working power, 
the same which set it on at first; and therefore 
the multitude do idly talk and vainly preach, when 
they refer you to a day of conversion on which they 
were born of the Spirit, and to a succession of 
self-denying acts and holy works, a life of holi¬ 
ness, which grew up and proceeded from that one 
act of the Spirit. No, it is the Spirit working in 
every act, and at every time; restraining nature, 
mortifying nature, quickening more faith, and 
withal bringing more grace from the ever-full 
fountain; maintaining the life, doing the works; 
feeding his own child; strengthening him against 
the burden of sin and death; enabling him to bear 
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the oppression of the world patiently, and to re¬ 
sist the devil successfully, and to triumph c*«r 
sin, and to fulfil all righteousness: even as in on 
Lord it was by the fulness of the Spirit, which de¬ 
scended on him at his baptism, and remained wits 
him during all the days of his flesh, and wrought 
by him those mighty works, and in whose strength 
he offered himself on the cross, that he was able 
to present that pure offering of obedience where 
by we are sanctified. How much more need*? 
that ever-present, ever-active Spirit, to enable® 
to bring forth every fruit of holy obedience unt 
God, of self-sacrifice and self-destruction-*: 
who are as proud as Lucifer, as sinful as heP 
and as dead and corrupt as the grave; who 
“ say unto corruption. Thou art my mother; d 
unto the worm, Thou art my brother and sister 1 
All this our present life in the Spirit is a sacrific? 
a sacrifice of the will, a willing sacrifice, a lint; 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God—that is, th 
sacrifice of a holy life. I say, that the whole labour 
of the life of a Christian, the whole actual open 
tion of the grace of the Spirit in this ourflesbb 
sinful tabernacle, is after the manner of a sacrifice 
yet a willing sacrifice: and as such is represents 
in the mystery of baptism, which is the “ puttie.' 
off the body of the sins of the flesh, in order to 
rise with him, through the faith of the operation 
God, who raised him from the dead: ” it is a purifi¬ 
cation from uncleanness; it is a warfare again- 1 
the powers of darkness: in short, it is theHok 
Spirit doing over again in all the election, tb 1 
which he did in the Chosen One, from the day 01 
his baptism until the day of his crucifixion. Tto 
is most important to be borne in mind, in order to 
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plume the wing of your higher flight, and disen¬ 
tangle you of remaining weights for a more stre¬ 
nuous race, and to guard you from that delusive ^ 
and slothful ease into which our converts come 
when they have passed the novitiate of their con¬ 
version and spiritual regeneration, as they are 
pleased to term it. 

Now, besides this, there is another distinct 
operation of Divine grace upon the soul of the 
believer, which is after the nature of hope, as the 
former is after the nature of experience; the one 
being the prospect of an assured joy, the other the 
presence of an experienced suffering; and mu¬ 
tually sustaining one another—the joy to come en¬ 
abling us to endure the cross, and the cross that 
is present brightening the desire and hope of the 
*Joy. This, which proceedeth side by side with the 
other, and is the light by which the shadow of the 
other is made apparent; this, which groweth and 
dawneth as the darkness of the other disperseth; 
this, which liveth as the other dieth—yea, and 
which hath power to kill the other, as light com¬ 
ing from a distance hath power to destroy the 
darkness which is around us—this prospect of joy, 
this substance of good things to come, is wrought 
in us by the application to our souls of that other 
portion of the Saviour’s work which beginneth 
from his resurrection, hath since been proceeding, 
and will be perfected in the glory that is to come. 

The sacrifice of the old man continueth in the be¬ 
liever until death, and then we lose sight of it; 
and the sacrifice of the church continueth through 
the present age, until the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour, and concludeth 
also in a death—that is, the death of her body, or 


Digitized by LjOck e 



320 FRUITS OF THE INCAllNATION. 

the visible church, which shall then have con¬ 
tracted upon itself all the sins of outward woiii- 
liness, and whose death shall be the death ami 
destruction of all worldly and wicked power, atJ 
leave the millennial church free from its tbraldoc 
and tyranny. As the body of Christ, which m 
accounted sin for us, being slain, did carry with 
it to the death the power of the flesh over the 
Spirit, and all ordinances of the church which hai 
a reference thereto, “ nailing them to his cross, 
and delivering us into the ability of triumph^ 
over the law of the flesh, whose potency he ha: 
vanquished by the Spirit: so from the time tte 
the body of the true church—that is, the visible 
part of the true church—shall have been sacri¬ 
ficed and offered up, a hecatomb of .the Spirit, s 
Christ offered up the holocaust of the flesh, # 
shall come to pass, that the church shall step on 
from under the yoke of worldly power, which t 
ordained over us of God, exactly as the Levitict 
dispensation of priesthood, the commandment- 
which stood in ordinances, was ordained overtk 
former church, a most needful bondage, until 
the redemption from the power of the flesh shot: 
come: so is this subjection to the powers of tie 
present age a most needful bondage, until the re¬ 
demption from the power of the world shall come 
that is, until Satan shall be cast out, and the pur¬ 
chased possession redeemed. Now, the wori 
which Christ hath been carrying on from the day 
of his resurrection, until he shall come again in 
glory and majesty, is the nourishment of hope: 
whose joyful and victorious career is made by the 
Spirit to kindle in us a fellowship of his resurrec¬ 
tion, and of his present spiritual victories, and 
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of his future personal victories; which raiseth 
fend exalteth us above all trials, and enableth us 
to undervalue all worldly joys, pleasures, and pre¬ 
ferments : just as the work which he accomplish¬ 
ed, from the day of eternity when he purposed, or 
from the day of the fall when he promised, until 
the day of his death when he accomplished, his 
suffering and humiliation for our sakes, being ap¬ 
plied to us by the Holy Spirit, doth carry us to 
a depth of self-denial and suffering and humilia¬ 
tion and mortification, far beneath all the pe¬ 
nances and stripes and pilgrimages and monastic 
severities and eremite sufferings, which Satan 
ever invented to deck the strumpet mother of all 
abominations. And as the sacrifice of our will 
can only proceed from perceiving, believing, and 
meditating the utmost rigour of the law accom¬ 
plished in the first part of our Lord’s work, so, I 
say, that the strengthening of the Divine will and 
power in us can only proceed from perceiving, 
believing, and meditating the utmost rewards of 
innocency and obedience to the man Christ Jesus, 
accomplished in the latter part of his work. And 
the application of these two by the Holy Spirit, 
doth constitute the completion of grace in the 
individual believer. In this manner the Spirit 
worketh, by applying to us the grace which was 
revealed in Christ Jesus; and otherwise than by 
directing our souls to Jesus, and enabling our 
every spiritual sense to feed on Jesus, he teacheth 
not. By looking stedfastly upon the face of his 
flesh—the humble faith, perfect obedience, and 
patient suffering which was in Christ Jesus—we 
are changed into the same image of stedfast faith, 
quick willingness, and quiet resignation. By 
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looking stedfastly upon the face of his glory-his 
triumphant resurrection, his most glorious ascen¬ 
sion, his super-eminent seat of power, his future 
manifestation in powerful majesty, and his joyful 
righteous kingdom—we are transformed into the 
same image of power, joy, strength, and victory; 
from humility to humility, and from glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of God. 

Now, as to the manner how the knowledge and 
faith, the contemplation and deep meditation of 
these two several parts of Christ’s work, are made 
by the Holy Ghost effectual to produce in the 
believer these two-fold fruits—his humiliation tr 
produce humility, and his exaltation to product 
exaltation—we have not time to speak particu¬ 
larly : let it suffice to shew that it is a grea 
distinction of holy Scripture, which ought tr 
be preserved in all the offices of the chuni 
and especially in this of preaching, which I no* 
fulfil. In the fifth of the Romans Paul said 
“For if, when we were enemies, we were recon¬ 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life: 
where his death is made the cause of our recon¬ 
ciliation, his life of our salvation. And what ths 
salvation is, is manifest from the preceding verses, 
where the same truth is thus stated: “ But Goc 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while* 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us: much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him.” This salvation is 
therefore salvation from the wrath to come; whid 
the Apostle deriveth not from the death, but from 
the life of Christ: according to that word, "Be¬ 
cause I live ye shall live also.” But the Apostle,no* 
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content with ensuring the believer of his salvation 
from the wrath which is to be revealed in the day 
of the Lord against all unrighteousness of men, ad- 
vanceth unto a higher strain, and saith, “ And not 
only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have received the 
atonement.” In like manner, in the viiith of the 
Romans, it is said, of those who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, “ We groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, that is, the redemption 
of the body. For we are saved by hope: but hope 
that is seen, is not hope: for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for ? But if we hope for 
that we see not, then do we with patience wait 
for it.” Whence we conclude that the work of 
the Spirit, in applying the redemption purchased 
by Christ, is two-fold;—one, to crncify us with 
him; to enable us to groan within ourselves under 
the burden of sin, and yet to prevail against it by 
the participation of the Divine nature of the Holy 
Ghost which we enjoy. This is the service of 
God, the very good service, in which he delighteth, 
against all his and our enemies. And the other 
is, to fix and fasten the eye of our presently 
crucified body full upon the glory of our Lord 
into which he hath entered; and fill us with hope, 
yea, and gladness, at the mighty power of his re¬ 
surrection, which is begun to work in us, and 
shall not finish until it hath brought us through 
the waters, into the blessedness and honour which 
he hath received to share with us in that blessed 
day of his and our manifestation, for which all 
creatures travail and are in bondage even until 
now. Thus Paul saith of himself, “ Always bear¬ 
ing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
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that the life also of Jesus might be made manfer 
in our body.” And again, he saith of those who 
are quickened from their death in trespasses and 
sins, that “ they were raised up together, an; 
made to sit together with Christ in the hea¬ 
venly places.” And again he saith, “ If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things which ate 
above, where Christ sitteth, at the right hand a 
God. Set your affections on things above 
and not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God 
when Christ, who is our life, shall appear 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
Now, I ask in what sense we can be said to h 
risen with Christ, otherwise than in that lifeot 
hope, desire, and longing expectation, which € 
have fixed upon his present exaltation as the as¬ 
surance of our future exaltation, and of his glorioi- 
manifestation on the day of our entrance int 
glory ? — in all which consisteth the power offc 
resurrection working in us those fruits of the Spirit 
which carry the soul forward and above the pre¬ 
sent stern strife and weary warfare, and enheartfi 
her for the patience and perseverance of the cot 
test. And I say that this is as essential a parte 1 
the Spirit’s operation, as that which sets uso: 
edge for the battle, and arms us for the conflict 
Nay, I will say that our hands will soon hangdog 
and our knees weary, unless we have our evs 
continually towards the banner of the risen glory 
which waveth in the vanguard of the battle. Tk 
battle is from the cross, but the victory is from tto 
resurrection. I confess, while so many are preach¬ 
ing Jesus and the cross, I am strongly disposed^ 
take up for my burden, Christ and the resurrec- 
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tion, the Lord and his glorious advent. But I 
may not imitate their example, in separating and 
dividing the work of Christ, which, as I observed, 
is all necessary to the manifestation of grace; nor 
the work of the Spirit, which is also complete in 
the application to our souls of the completed 
work of Christ, both of his humiliation and his 
exaltation. But this I make free to declare, that 
there is no preaching of the resurrection of Christ; 
and from thence I perceive it cometh that there is 
no vigour in the soldiers of Christ, who are like 
soldiers in the hospital, rather than soldiers in the 
field ; men at ease, not men at arms. 

Such, dearly beloved brethren, is a poor, a 
very poor, yet according to my gift a faithful, 
representation of the infinitely pregnant mystery 
which has been disclosing since the Fall of man, 
and shall to eternity disclose, the most glorious 
of all the attributes and works of God. As con- 
ceraeth the Father, the righteous, just, and holy 
Father, how great grace doth it bespeak in his 
bosom, to pity rebels, to forgive the resistance of 
bis own creatures, to give his Son, his only- 
begotten and well-beloved Son, for the sake of 
the guilty! Of which most gracious act to com¬ 
prehend the greatness passeth all finite minds, and 
to feel the kindred emotion of it is reserved for 
the pure and more perfect condition of the life to 
come, when we shall know as we are known, and 
be perfected in love. But, with our present 
blemished and blotted minds, we have no lively 
sense of the holiness which had been wounded, 
of the justice which called for satisfaction, of the 
entire and all-pervading horror wherewith the 
Divine nature abhorreth sin. What grace in the 
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Father, to meditate, to originate, and to perfect 
the scheme of salvation by his Son! Then what 
grace in the almighty and all-creating Son, the 
co-eternal, co-essential Word, to take the forme! 
accursed, miserable, mortal man, and for ever t: 
wed human nature to the fellowship of the Divine; 
to empty himself of his Divinity, and in every 
act to be very man, very sinful man, though he 
had done no sin, neither was guile found in b; 
mouth; that he might make reconciliation for 
those wretched, abject creatures, who knew net 
of his infinite love, deserved it not, cared not for it 
trampled it under foot, and crucified the Lord e: 
glory ! What grace in the Holy Spirit, to brie; 
this perfect life, this all-meritorious death of the 
Saviour, into contact with our lustful, ungodly, 
devilish nature; to quicken life in the stony heart 
and nurse it in the corrupt flesh of man; to apply 
point by point, the power of grace to the powe 
of nature; to bring the strength and beauty a 
Christ into contact with the strength and defc- 
mity of Satan; thus to withstand, thus to struyrd- 
with, and thus to vanquish, thus to deliver, tbs 
to beautify, and thus to glorify every sinner fe 
whom Christ died, and whom the Father bi¬ 
given unto Christ! What grace! oh, what nebs 
of grace! dear brethren, are not exhibited to e 
in this work of redemption, in the word of & 
Gospel which is preached unto you! Thiss 
what the Apostle blessed the Ephesian churcfc 
withal; this is what I bless you withal every Sab¬ 
bath day. This is what you have in the churd 
of Christ. This is your second nature: I should 
say, this is your redemption from nature. This t 
your second gift from God; the endowment and 
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the principle of a better being than Adam ever 
possessed; the beginning and the accomplishment 
of a better nature than that of angels or archangels; 
the endowment of a more glorious condition than 
that possessed by any other creature of God. I 
hardly know in what language to speak of the 
exaltation to which this gift lifteth the sons of men 
aloft, above principalities and powers, and the va¬ 
rious orders of the heavenly host; for we are fellow- 
heirs with Christ, partakers of his throne, and co¬ 
heirs of his kingdom. I cannot express myself; I 
lose myself in the sublimity and infinitude of the 
revelations of God. Yet this, which the heart 
cannot conceive, and the tongue of man cannot 
utter, nor the comprehension of man measure in 
any one of its chambers, is that which I this day 
offer unto you, the church of Christ, the saints of 
God which are of this congregation, the faithful 
in Christ Jesus. I offer it without price: other¬ 
wise grace were not free. I offer it without work: 
otherwise grace were no more grace. I present 
it as God’s gift unto his elect children, which they 
will lay up in their hearts. I present it unto all; 
and woe be to him who heapeth infinite wrath 
upon himself by rejecting this infinite gift of God 
by Christ Jesus our Lord! 

I exhort you, therefore, dear brethren, in order 
that you may be partakers of the fulness of this 
grace and power, to look unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of your faith, and to receive him as he 
is freely offered unto you of your heavenly Father. 
Doubt not that God, who hath given you Christ 
Jesus, will with him freely give you all things. 
All things necessary to life and godliness are in¬ 
cluded in this gift of Christ. That work of the 
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Divine grace which was manifested in the Incar¬ 
nation of Christ, reacheth onward to the redemp¬ 
tion of all the elect, and shall be consummated ii 
their glory and honour, and the redemption of tie 
purchased possession, with all the other mystenee 
of power which shall be manifested in the day of 
the coming of the Lord. Therefore, ye, who are 
the saints of God and faithful in Christ Jesar. 
should assure your hearts before him, and not be 
afraid with any amazement. We should rest i 
our love, and rejoice in our hope; we should be 
hold the magnitude, and be filled with the trea¬ 
sures of his grace. It is his own work in us, anc 
he will perfect it until the day of redemption. He 
grace will be sufficient for us, and his strenri 
will be perfected in our weakness. Ye see, dc 
brethren, what plenty, what all-sufficiency, yc- 
have in Christ; and out of him what poverty® 
misery. Betake yourselves to him with all c» 
fidence; flee unto him as the ark of salvation; a* 
put your trust under the shadow of his win? 
until the evil days be over-past. Thus do, and y« 
shall find rest for yourselves: thus do not, andys 
shall be like a wave of the sea, driven of & 
winds and tossed. Hear ye the word of the 
Jesus: “ Come unto me, all ye that are weary id 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take sf 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I annw^ 
and lowly of heart; and ye shall find rest un» 
your souls.” 
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SERMON VI. 


CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING THE SUBSISTENCE OP GOD, 
AND THE SUBSISTENCE OF THE CREATURE, DERIVED 
FROM REFLECTING UPON THE INCARNATION. 


JOHN i. 18. 

No man hath seen God at any time ; the only-begotten 
Son, which is m the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. 

WHILE meditating the above sermons on the 
Incarnation, various thoughts connected with 
this great subject, have stirred on my mind, 
touching its relations unto other great subjects; 
and 1 have been led to perceive distinctly, how 
the incarnation of the Son of God is the ground 
and basis of all real knowledge with respect to 
the Godhead, is the ground and basis of all 
worship of the Godhead by the creature, and of 
the creature’s own eternal being and blessedness. 
I perceive, moreover, through the light cast upon 
these subjects by the Incarnation, how a creation 
out of God, and yet worshipping God, is not possi* 
ble without the knowledge of God in three persons 
subsisting, which, if it can be speculatively attained 
by the reason, is a truth realised only by the In* 
carnation. Now, it is my desire to point out some 
of these high relations of the subject, which God 
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hath enabled me to perceive; in doing which, the 
great difficulty is to observe order and method,- 
for the thoughts are high, and the range of them 
is very far. Yet, by the grace of God, I shi> 
endeavour to comprehend them under these three 
heads: — 

First, The coming of the Godhead into actionto 
create, and to manifest itself unto the creature* 
whom it hath made, and to receive their worst? 
and homage. This will open insight into the 
manner of the Divine existence in three per¬ 
sonalities. 

Secondly, We would endeavour to shew ho* 
the creature shall subsist in an infallible, tZ 
indestructible state, distinct from the Godhoc 
with, and by means of Christ a form of existence 
between the two, which is of both, and, being fi 
both, distinct from each. This will open insigiS 
into the three great distinctions, between the it 
comprehensible Godhead, the Ghristhead, and tfe 
infallible creature, inhabited by the Holy Gh<® 
which three things may never be mingled to¬ 
gether, so as to be confused with one another. 

Thirdly, We shall endeavour to openthec*- 
nexions and communions, not the less subsist® 
amongst these three existences, the incotnprebf* 
sible Godhead, the Godmanhood, and the Spirit- 
inhabited creature, in such wise as secureth wir- 
ship unto the first, lordship unto the second, 
infallibility unto the third. 

And if we shall be able to open these threegn* 1 
heads of doctrine, we shall have comprehended*^ 
resolved the great problem of creation, and tt» 
clean through unto the ultimate end of God, wind 
is to manifest and communicate himself unto tlx 
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, creatures; for I consider creation to be no more than 
, the indelible, indestructible expression of that truth, 
! God of one substance in three persons subsisting^ 

i i 

, I, First, then, in the work of the creation we 
have maintained these heads of doctrine concern- 
, mg the Trinity 1. That the infinite God, who is 
, also invisible and incomprehensible, cannot com* 
j munkate himself, or the knowledge of himself unto 
( his creatures, without assuming to himself a finite 
, form. In order to be visible and comprehensible; 
nay, we may go a step higher, and say, that in order 
to fashion finite creatures, in order to da a finite 
, action, it is necessary that the actor should assume 
‘ a. finite form. But, without doing more than to 
mention this great principle of Divine operational 
we observe, that if the end of God in creation be; 
to manifest himself uato the creatures, which is 
1 indeed the only end that he .hath declared; and if 
1 his method of doing this be by bringing in his 
1 own Son, and setting him! up for ever, in the form 
of the Lamb slain and rise* from the dead, or in 
the form of risen God-man, and in that foraa to 
shew himself for ever and ever unto the crea¬ 
tures which he proposed to create; then is it 
never to be doubted, that he who worketh all 
things to the praise of his own glory, and who 
ieaveth no loose or open parts in his purpose, but 
maketh it to be altogether harmonaons, and con* 
senting unto the great end, would from the be-i 
ginning of creation bring himself into action under 
that form, which he was afterwards to assume: that 
is to Say, every thing would have an eye and aim 
to the risen God-man, every thing would tell and 
foretell of him, every thing would have its origin in 

Mat 
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that idea or purpose, and have the definition of its 
being thereby determined. And this is what I un¬ 
derstand, by all things being made for Christ, 
well as by Christ. The Christ form of being, God 
and man in one person, was only an idea and a pur¬ 
pose until the Incarnation, when it became a 6ct. 
The person of the eternal Son, I mean, did not 
become the Christ in very deed, until he took 
human substance of the virgin. Therefore, theonly 
meaning that can be assigned to such expression 
as that all things were made by him and for him is. 
that the person of the Son—not in his absoluteii i 
finity, which I have said I even believe to be in j 
possible, but in the finite creature form which h 
was in the fulness of time to assume and to retain! 
ever and ever—did create all things visible andi> 
visible, whether they be thrones, or principalitis 
or dominions, or powers; wherefore, also, he ? 
called first-begotten from the dead, first-born a 
every creature. This, then, is the only ground ^ 
revelation anterior to Christ, that God might ts 
tify unto him that is to come; and creation till h 
come, is but that same testimony, from the strosj- 
est archangel down to the worm that crawls 
on the ground. I believe there is no sportivene* 
playfulness, idleness, extravagance, or waster 
creation power, but one concatenated system# 
testimony unto the Christ; into whom, as all & 
disjected members are to be gathered up agac 
into the head, so believe I, that, in their present 
disjected state, the only end and purpose of tber 
being is, to testify to him of whom man is the 0 # 
image, and Adam, before his fall, the only perfect 
type. Now, the counterpart of revelation isfuti: 
and if the end of creation is, to reveal Christ, the: 
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theobject of all faith mustbe Christ. And all know* 
ledge in the creaturesubsisting, whether of itself, or 
of other creatures, or of God, is no true knowledge 
until it hath turned to a testimony, is either incom¬ 
plete, or is false, until it hath revealed something 
concerning Christ, who is the end of all created 
things: and therefore faith comes in, where knowr 
ledge endeth; or, 1 should say, knowledge is bat 
as the needle that pointeth unto Christ, in whom I 
must believe: and the rivers of knowledge pour 
themselves into the ocean of faith; for the end of' 
knowledge is not itself, but something which is to 
be. And the word, being the communication of 
knowledge, doth, therefore, no more than,set out 
Christ that I may believe upon him; and thd 
preaching of the word is the testimony of Jesus. 
But we have not yet arrived at the root of, the 
matter, which is deeper still. 

. The end of all things created by the Godheac( 
being, as hath been said, the bringing in .of the 
Christ, and that not at the beginning, but onward 
a good way in the procession of the purpose, the 
preceding period must necessarily be the season 
pf faith, during which the creatures can live only 
by faith. For the thing visible is not the r^al 
thing that is to be for ever; but is to be changed 
into its eternal form, whenever the Christ in his 
eternal form shall be revealed. Seeing, then, that 
faith is the condition of all the creatures until 
Christ come, they must be constituted fit subjects 
fpr faith: they must be constituted, also, fit sub¬ 
jects of hope, and altogether imperfect without 
hope; and these two principles of faith and hope 
must be wrought info the very vitals of their com 
gritytioa. Now this is truly the condition of man; 
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who is born to believe, having no knowledge until 
he receive it from another; and is bom to hope, 
having nothing in possession to begin with, but 
nakedness, helplessness, hunger, and want of 
every kind. To a creature thus constituted, faith 
and hope become the elements of his being; and 
therefore, in his very nature, man proveth himself 
a witness for something that is to come. And 
such a creature is proper to become the subject? 
a Divine revelation ; and through such creators 
that Divine revelation must be communicatee 
to other creatures, who are not in like manne 
constituted; even as the Apostle expressly de- j 
clareth, in the Epistle to the Ephesians, Thatite 
by the Church the manifold wisdom of Coc 
is made known unto the heavenly hosts: ad 
through the intelligence and power which «£ 
possesseth over the lower creatures, God expect 
eth of his piety and of his diligence, that he wot: 
make them speak the praises of God their Create: 
which is Christ, and make them prophesy ce> 
cerning him which is to come: so that, as Get 
destined man to be the form which he shod 
assume, he hath made man also to be the gt® 
witness unto his coming in that form. 

If all things then were created by the Son. i 
the assumed form of the Christ, or the risen Go-- 
man, then all things spoken by God unto Tu¬ 
rn ust be spoken by the Son in that same di¬ 
meter. But it may be asked here, What need to 
speak at all ? I answer, Because when the ores 
ture had fallen into sin and death, it necessari'y 
became overspread with darkness, and ignorance 
and error. And this was one reason of the Fail- 
even to negative that light of revelation which 
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jbe creature .possessed jn itself; to shew that the 
.creature was apt the true light, but only a w^- 
p^sg of.tha true fight; and that the witness ought 
•jpot. be mistaken for the, person witnessed of, it 
(Uame to ppss that darkness was permitted to cover 
jhe ea rih , and gross darkness the people. Yet, 
gander fins the cloud of darkness, the mystery lay 
i (Shrouded • hut so shrouded as that the creature, in 
< himself, should not be able to discover it. And thus, 
.during the fall-season of the creature, it is con- 
, reeled with the Creator by ks very, impeffcptne^; 
T ,having in itself the ground of the truth of the pro¬ 
mise of God, but yet, not being able of itself to read 
^ £he lepsoa thereof; having a will, but. in bondage; 

, Jhaviqg an understanding, but in darkness; having 
p body, but under the law of sin and death; 
•having a wprld for a possession, but a world ever 
(rising in afPOS against its master; having a being 
praving for faith, but ever falling into superstition; 
having a being formed for hope, but ever fol^g 
ill to delusion. A miserable estate indeed, bad it 
. been cut off and separated from Divine teaching! 

, (hut, being connected with Divine teaching, the only 
i ptpte of being,in which it was good for the creature 
to be during the preparatory and preliminary season 
,,before the coming of Christ. For, by these very 
, defects, by these very unsatisfied cravings, it was 
taught its need of a higher Teacher; which lesson, 
without such imperfections, the creature could 
jonver have learned. And thus the Fall becomes 
the ground of a revelation, such as we now pos¬ 
sess ; that is, a revelation of words superinduced 
upon the marred revelation of creation. The Fall 
^nn/^p the knot which no fallen being could loose; 
which every one, by his own nature, should be 
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craving to have loosed; but could not otherwiie 
have loosed, than from some one higher than ton- 
self. The Fall made the riddle, which no Met 
intellect could resolve, and which might create 
a craving for super-human intelligence; and thus 
it is, that the fallen world, without a revelation, 
were indeed a solecism in the idea: bat a fallen 
world with a revelation is a better state die 
creation than its first or unfallen estate, becrae 
in this there existed nothing to distinguish it fn» 
God, and to teach it that it was not God in itself; 
no incompleteness, no mystery, no suffering, no 
evil, no apparent contradiction to be reconciled 
But in the other state, the creature by its tet 
want, from clothes of skin to clothing of righteoa- 
ness, from succession of seasons to give him bred 
unto the preparation of the times and seasons for 
giving him bread from heaven, all from new-bon 
babyhood unto the birth of the resurrection nxm, 
is man in the fallen state of his being dependat 
upon the word of the revelation of God. Oh ids! 
a mystery of goodness, as well as of wisdom, then 
is to be seen in the fall of man, which made wj 
for the revelation of word and of ordinance, ad 
enabled a church to be preserved upon the earth 
exclusive of none which should maintain the l» 
timony, until He that is to come should come! 

Thus was the creature linked to the Creator, ty 
the very act of its falling away from him, id 
hung in total dependence upon his gracious word, 
by the very act of disobeying his word; just a 
the infant, which with anguish is rent from i® 
parent, becomes, in that very act of its birth, th* 
object of its parent’s tenderest care. It was N 
longer a creation out of God, but a creation tbit 
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lad been-ofe* of trim, bniugfctltttbhitiil MWWP 
nginhim by his gracious and r &tfefti‘ c w3Ml 
And toot 1 only did tho fall of the creature tnW 
mbke why for the revelation of the grace of 
but it did also, in a m totter, render thdt revelktidn 
absolutely necessary, in order to ittaitttain the 
completeness and accomplish the ends of the Di¬ 
vine purpose. Because now the creatiori belttdf 
made .subject unto vanity and possessed with w 
spirit of a lie, wanting its high Prophet to inter"-' 
pret its > ever misinterpreted mystery; man him¬ 
self having become subject to-the deceiver;'tod 1 
being no move able to understand or prophesy IhC 
truth; either the creation must foal from its high' 
design of being and speaking and acting for Chrfet, 
or God himself must interfere with a Dirinecotn- 
metttary tod interpretation thereof. . And foras¬ 
much as we cannot believe that God is ever to: 
be thwarted, or the testimony of Christ ever de¬ 
feated, it doth necessarily remain, that a revelation 1 
shall be superinduced upon a fell; and that God 
shaHi first appear a Prophet, to gainsay the gttin- 
sayers, and to deliver truth from the jaws of the 
lion; before be becometh a High Priest to purify 
and sanctify the whole lump, and a King of kings ' 
to rule over it in righteousness. In which cha¬ 
racter Of the Prophet he Shall separate the truth ' 
from the lie, and preserve the testimony of the 
truth against the many witnesses of the he. 

. 2. And, secondly, we have maintained that this 1 
word of revelation is to be made consistently with 
the* acting of God in a Trinity of Persons. All 
things being made for the Christ, and by the ' 
Christ, all things most be spoken for him and 
by'him. Wherefore also he hath his name of the 
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Word, which was with God in the beginning, and 
which was God ; to signify that his character of 
revealer by word is as indefeasible a prerogatne 
of his person in the blessed Trinity, as is te 
character of Creator of all things, or Ids charade 
of the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world, 
or his character of only-begotten and first begotten 
from the dead. It proves, moreover, that a refla¬ 
tion by word, is older than the fountain-head e 
time, even old as the purpose of the Ancient a 
days. And it moreover proveth, that thecoremi 
between the Father and the Son, before the won 
was, is a true idea ; and that all word extent 
and uttered, is but the extention of that dec 
which was done and sealed with the blood of A 
Lamb before the world was. Wherefore ala. 
the Holy Scriptures are called the two Testamur 1 
or Covenants. If Christ then be the Word of Got 
the Light that lighteth every man who byGo^ 
sent into the world, the true and faithful Witees 
who, having dwelt in the bosom of the Father, * 
the only one able to reveal him, because heori; 
hath seen him, he only hath known him; then 
through him must this work proceed, and he 8$ 
speak it in that form of the creature in which k I 
is for ever to reveal the Godhead, that is, in A 
form of risen God-man. So that when he a? 
“ Let us make man in our own image,’’ it is® 1 
the image of the infinite Godhead, but the iw? 
of that risen God-manhood in which the Gfd- 
head is to manifest itself. The word is ®>' 
uttered by the invisible Father, who speaks 
nothing but by the Son; nor is it spoken h? 
the Holy Ghost, who speaketh nothing which he 
hath not first heard of the Son; but it is spoh 1 
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by the 'Son, who speaketh nothing of himself, 
hot wbst he hearhth from the; Father. Neither 
bytheSon is it spoke* in his infinite Godhead* 
but in his predestinated creature form; or* as tee 
Would say, in character* and in keeping With that 
huurifestatioaof God which is to-be fat ever, ase 
alt manifestatioas of God which have been from 
the beginning, to the end that'Christ’s working 
in the whole, and the working of the whole for 
Christ, may be made manifest. 

This matter will bear yet a little moire consi¬ 
deration, for it. is a deep and a most irtrportaht 
matter. Christ did net assume the form of risen 
God-manhood, without the Holy Ghost; who 
created his body, who informed it against (the 
fallen tendencies of die creature, who raised it 
from die grave, and doth now inform all its 
members, proceeding from the Head, and by 
the presence of the Holy Ghost, in the act¬ 
ings of Christ, is the presence of the Father 
manifested. The Son, in his proper Divinity, is 
infinite, as die Father is infinite, and as the Holy 
Ghost is infinite; and yet these are not three infi¬ 
nites, but one infinite. Now, before the infinite 
Godhead in the Son could act in the finite form, 
-Whether before taking that form or after. He must 
a«t not of himself only, but with the consent and 
concurrence of the other persons of the Trinity. And 
this is not a small matter, but is in fact that which 
detennineth all the rest. This is the fountain head 
of Divine goodness, that the Godhead should once 
moth) a finite form, to the accomplishment of a finite 
end: and this involved) in it all which follows of 
creation, of the foil, of revelation, of redemption, 
«f resurrection, and eternal glory: it is all shut up 


Digitized by 



xii(998) CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING 

in that one word, that it is the good pleasure of 
the infinite Godhead to do finite things. lie 
choice of the form in which it was to be done, 
whether of angel, or of archangel, or of mu, 
are inferior questions to this, that it shouM 
be done at all.-—Now, how is this assent toi 
concurrence of the three persons of the blessed 
Trinity secured, to this great undertaking ofGod- 
head ? Here comes in the doctrine of the orthodoi 
Fathers, concerning the Holy Ghost, as the «*»• 
lutnTrinitatis, the circle of communication betwea 
the Father and the Son, through whom the si 
of the Father expresseth itself to the Son, andtk 
obedience of the Son expresseth itself back agsa 
to the Father. The action to be done is, that, in tk 
person of the Son, Deity should go forth in fin« 
works of creation. The will of the Father is cob- 
municated to the Son, and the obedience of the Sa 
returned, through the Holy Ghost: and thm,® 
it is in the origination, so it is in the details cS tk 
accomplishment. In every thing done in Creatkft 
in every thing spoken in Revelation, in every thiK 
acted in the Incarnation, in every thing suffered* 
the Church, and in every thing to be executed * 
the Kingdom; Christ is the doer, the Father Nth 
wilier, and the Holy Ghost the suggesterof the wilt 
And thus the Divinity follows out still its etenni 
and necessary law of being in the secret recessesd 
its own harmonious purpose, with which no ciw 
ture intermeddleth, and of which no creature k 
competent to discourse, further than to say. The 
it is, because it is revealed that there is a Trinity 
of persons in the Godhead. And thus the Sou,* 
coming into action in the finite form, doth already 
possess the consenting goodness, the harmoaio* 
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mind of the three'infinite perfloaahtacs of ■ itht 
Godhead. Andthus he is not a manifestationibf 
tiie Son, in action upon finite things, bat he is' a 
manifestation of the Godhead, doting by the Sen, 
in 'finite things; and this he is, from the first 
beginning to create, until eternal and eflemsft 
ages, during which, he shall in finite form reneel 
the Godhead unto every creature. And observe 
further, that thus he can refer back to the Godhead; 
as greater than he, because he can only be known 
-by limitations: and yet he can say, that in huh 
dweUeth all the futaees of the Godhead. And foi> 
astnueh as the Son thus taketh in hand the matti* 
testation to role over it, the Father mist keep in 
hand the unmatnifeeted ofthe nnmanifestable Oodt 
head, to represent it, and to call it by his .name^ 
likewise, the Holy Spirit, who thus; bringeth Unto 
Christ's ear the voice of the Father, doth receive 
team Christ the signification of the voice of his 
obedience, and doth carry into effect the limited 
form of acting which the Son hath coUdeacendod 
hate: and according to the word of the voice ef 
the Father, which the Sonhathbeard, and bowed 
himself submissively to, the Holy Ghost godk 
forth to do the thing: and from the creatute:thds 
informed by the word of the Son, and inspired with 
the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost doth carry up 
unto the Father the glory of the creature’s obe* 
dience, and the gladness of the creature’s joy, sad 
the gratitude of the creature’s blessedness. But 
yet not unto the Father direct, but through the 
Head, which is Christ, who hath received the dig? 
idtyof Mediator, and Intercessor, and Priest, and 
Sing, wholly to intercept and toconyeytheoee»T 
onmicatkm of the Godhead with the creatures, 
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God informed; because it was through hisvoluntoy 
obedience and humiliation that the creatureswtE 
created, were spoken to when they had. fallea, 
were redeemed from their fallen state. This is the 
superadded prerogative of the Son, and likevik 
the constitution of the creature, after the Divine 
purpose, that the Father should give unto the 
Son the honour of being its Sovereign and con¬ 
servative Head, together with the honour of con¬ 
veying upwards unto the Father all its homage 
and service : so that creation, the fall, and re¬ 
demption amount simply to this; that it is a pur¬ 
pose of the Father to give outward glory unto ihe 
Son, because of that humiliation of himself wbic ; 
he underwent, in order to manifest forth the glory 
of the Father. In both which acts, reciprca 
from the Father to the Son, and from the Son is 
the Father, the Holy Ghost is the great agents 
operator. 

3. Thirdly, We have maintained and made gw 
that through Christ, and Christ only, who is tb 
Godhead in a body, could the Godhead out cf> 
body, the infinite and invisible Godhead, 
have been known. The attributes of infinitude® 
not cognoscible by a finite creature, and 1 
that all those a priori speculations, concerning^ 
attributes of God are nothing more than descrip¬ 
tions of the pure intellect of man;—they are & 
categories of the pure reason of man, and *> 
knowledge of God whatever. God is known by 
his acts: the invisible things of God from fit 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being <»• 
derstood by the things that are made, even I® 
eternal power and glory. Creation is for fi* 
knowledge of God ; and the end of creations* 0 
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he seen summed up in the creature-part of Christ. 
The being of man reflects the bring of Christ; the 
being of Christ reflecteth the being of God. It is 
not- the tale which Christ telletb concerning the 
invisible world, as your Socinians talk: it is not 
as s tale hearer at all, but it is as he is seen, as ho 
is, (not excluding what he spake certainly, but in- 
chiding that also,) that he sheweth God: A prophet 
told of God; but Christ is God, the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his person, 
made visible to the creatures, that the creatures 
might see and know him. Seeing and knowing are 
used synonimously in Scripture; as, for example, 
,f ' No man hath seen God at any time, the enly 
begotten Son, whioh is in the bosom of the Fa¬ 
ther, be bath revealed him.” And again, “ This 
is life eternal, that they might know Thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent.” An act, not a thought, nor a word, is the 
flrork of God. The Father’s it is to will, the 
Son’s to word what the Father hath willed; and 
the Spirit’s it is to bring it into existence, as a 
thing separate and outward from the Creator. In 
the first form, it is a purpose; in the second, it is 
a covenant; in the third, it is a work of God ac¬ 
complished. Here then is Christ: look upon hind, 
and know God; look away from him and be lost 
in darkness: hear him, and believe that what he 
saith is in the purpose, and shall be in the mani¬ 
festation. And what saith he ? He saith that the 
Father is another person from himself, whom he 
worshippeth, whom he serveth; and yet that 
the invisible Father is only to be known, by 
knowing the visible Son. No man knoweth the 
Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
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shall reveal him: therefore, believe that the Fa¬ 
ther is another person from the Son, seeing he 
speaketh of them as twain: “ I and my Fads 
will come unto you, and we will take up oar abode 
with youand though twain, in respect of per¬ 
sonality, yet one in substance; for the Saadred 
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Fader 
do: “ The words which I speak, I speak wt of 
myself, and the Father which dwelleth in me, k 
doeth the works: I and my Father are one. Ht 
that hath seen me, Philip, hath seen the Fade; 
and how then sayest thou. Shew us the Father!' 

Thus come we by the knowledge of the imi- 
sible Godhead of the Father, through thevisife 
Godhead of the Son; and in like manner car 
we by the knowledge of the personality d 
Godhead of the Holy Ghost; for Christ spoked 
of him as one that is to be sent to supply b 
room, when he is gone away. He is called 
ther Comforter. He is the Spirit of truth, wW 
abideth always; not the Son of God who itb 
depart for a season: and as Christ heated & 
Father, so this other Divine person head 
Christ: “ What he shall hear, that he shall speak 
and he will shew you things to come.” There* 
between them a distinctly which admits of tk 
personal pronouns, his and mine: “ He shall take 
of the things of mine, and shall shew them a"® 
you.” Yet not the less is he one with Christ.' * 
act he is what Christ is in word. Christ breads 
on them, and they receive the Holy Ghost. Tb 
Holy Ghost must beget them before they cm ** 
the kingdom. This is the power which Chib 
giveth to them that believe; to become the mb 
of God as he was the Son of God, through the i 6 * 
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MbiMioa of his 'human nature; by that Holy 
•Spiriti-^aiMi every act 6f Christ is an act done by 
tfcet Holy-Spirit;—his Hfe; the Holy Spirit’s life; 
fete-holiness, the holiness of the Holy Spirit; his 
p«Weir> the power of the Holy Ghost; and thus. 
Item the visible Christ cometh the knowledge of 
the three subistencies in' the Godhead, and of their 
common substance, what its purpose is, what its 
ttord is, and what its act is; and knowledge is 
obtained of Ae invisible and unchangeable God, 
by-the manifestation' of Christ. And this I regard 
assgreet end which was served by the bringing 
oftbe Christ into the world. 

• ‘-'4. Still'further, as concerneth worship, or conti¬ 
nual acknowledgment and service of the Creator, 
as*' the great first cause, and deep abysmal will, 
whtch is separate from the creature, yet the life Of 
the' creature, and the basis of its being; this is a 
mystery which cannot be otherwise understood,” 
than by perusing the Christ, who, though God, 
did not worship himself, but did evermore wor¬ 
ship the-invisible Father, and yet be was God. 
But being God, united to the creature, and seen 
only through the actings of the creature, it is most 
needful that nothing terminate in him, but pass 
through him into the- region of- the invisible: 
therefore, whenever the people were disposed to 
rent in him, he did always refer them back unto 
the Father, saying, “ Ye cannot come nnto me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw you.” 
Nwiv, I know wdll, that the ignorance of this 
time, urpbn the subject of the Trinity, passeth all 
ignorance of any former time; and therefore I 
d& deem it of the more importance, to draw your 
attention particularly to this part of the subject 

[v]b 
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which concerneth worship. Christ’s human na¬ 
ture, inhabited by the Holy Ghost, and from rind 
the Holy Ghost never was and never shall be 
separated, was not an object of worship, and never 
shall be an object of worship; and if Christ re¬ 
ceived worship upon earth, from those who were 
ignorant of his Divinity, he did receive it, not >s 
man, but as God. This I hold to be a most im¬ 
portant point of doctrine, and most necessary e 
preserve men from creature-worship, and, above 
all, from saint-worship; for I believe that Christ; 
human nature is not distinct from, but most close- 
united to, and indeed the very support, yea.fc 
substance, of the renewed nature of every belie® 
Whosoever by faith eats his body and drinks te 
blood, is one with him, as he is one with th 
Father ; and that is one substance in diverse pf 
sonalities. As by nature I am of the substas 
of Adam, and co-equal with him in all pains & 
penalties of this fallen being, so by faith 1 c 
co-equal in honour, and to be co-equal in gk*! 
with the human nature of Christ; one with k® 
I say again, as he is one with the Father. ^ 
unity it is as all visible unity only resembk’-t 
but doth never equal. Such unity givethf# 
as that it can be said, we are of his flesh & 
of his bones; and this is of the essence 
substance of faith, and he who hath not 
hath no life abiding in him. His human na^ 
is inhabited by the Holy Ghost ; and ourbuEi’ 
nature is by the Holy Ghost likewise inhabit* 
If, therefore, inhabitation by the Holy Gb* 
maketh any creature-substance as the body 1 
Christ to be worshipped, then must it ^ 
make his members, which are of the sjbc »** 
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stance, and by the same, Spirit inhabited, to bflip 
Jike manner worshipped ; and so have, you saint? 
worship introduced at once; as, indeed, it was 
introduced into the Papal church, and, roust 
ever be introduced, , where the body of Christ 
is . worshipped; and it doth destroy the whole 
end of redemption, which is to get the creature 
separated from, the Creator, and delivered front 
the worship of itself. But as the creature,, in 
its redeemed state, is .inhabited by thp Holy 
‘Ghost, this would constitute it an object to be 
nrorahipped, if Christ’s body which is (inhabited 
by the Holy Ghost might be worshipped. Wherein 
then eonisteth that pre-eminent dignity of Christ 
Above all redeemed creatures, which placeth him 
fit. distance infinite above them, though, in sub- 
atanee mast closely united with them? It com- 
eisteth in hit Divine nature^ with which his human 
nature mingleth not, though to it in one person 
/united. This constituted him Head over all, 
though Brother of all the,redeemed; Brother by 
the commmunity of the human substance,, and 
the inhabitation of the Holy Ghost; Head by the 
solitary pre-eminence, by the Divine dignity of 
being the eternal and only begotten Son of God. 
Nevertheless, though in bis Divine personality he 
be a proper object of worship, like as is the Holy 
-Ghost in his Divine personality; yet, as the Holy 
.Ghost inhabiting the creature doth cease from 
■worship contemplated therein, so the Son, tak¬ 
ing the redeemed creature into union with his 
own person, and shewing the Godhead in the 
manhood, doth cease from being the object of 
■worship, being therein the great Leader of the 
\dwrus, the great Head of the worshippers. And 

[v] b2 
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who, then, is the proper object of worship! I 
answer, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
one God ; — not as inhabiting the creature, fe 
then the creature would worship a Deity within it¬ 
self;—not as sustaining the redeemed creature, f« 
then the creature would worship its visible Head, 
and still the object of its worship would he in 
and of itself: but the object of its worship is 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, their in¬ 
visible, incommunicable, indivisible being, repre¬ 
sented in the person of the Father. Let no» 
start at this, as if it denied worship to the hi 
and the Holy Ghost. The Son and the 
Ghost are one with the Father, who are ««• 
shipped when he is worshipped. The Di® 
person of the Son is not contained in his manhto 
the ocean, the round immense of space, werebefe' 
said to be contained within a household dish,tk ; 
that the Divine nature of the Son should be 
tained in manhood. And to guard against t 
error, is the very reason why divines rest so meu 
upon the distinctness of the Godhead fron & 
manhood. But, save through the manhood o*, 
Christ, God shall never be known to anycreat® 
nor communicated to any creature; and for tl‘ 
reason, that the fulness of the Godhead cann^ 
thus, or in any way, be to the creatures como- 
nicated, most necessary it is, in order to tk 
existence of true worship, that the Godhead, to 
in its manifested likeness and limited proportion 
nor in its felt influences and operative po*® 
but in its invisible, ineffable, incomprebensii 
fulness and essential separateness from the ere* 
ture, that is, in the person of the Father, rej®' 
senting the substance of Father, Son, and Hoi.' 
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Ghost, should be worshipped. And this, verily, 
i is the end of the whole mystery. That God should 
inhabit the creature in the person of the Holy 
i Ghost, and yet not be worshipped there : that 
: God should sustain the creature, in the person of 
i the Son, united unto roan, and yet not be wor- 
i Shipped there, but be worshipped in the abso- 
i lute invisible person of the Father; so that God 
i supporteth all, inhabiteth all the redeemed crea- 
j tures, and, for the security and blessedness 
thereof, receiveth their homage out of and be- 
I side them all. Such is the true account of Di* 

, vine worship, and such is the Way in which it is 
, attained. ■' 

’ While, however, I argue, that the Godhead, in the 
| person of the invisible Father, approached unto by 
the, manifest Christ, through the indwelling Spirit^ 
ha the only ultimate object of worship from whom 
all petitions are to be sought, and all favours 
understood to proceed, I do not the less pre¬ 
serve unto the Godhead, manifest in the person of 
the Son, a superlative dignity above every visible 
creature;—the King of all power; the Priest of 
all holiness; the Heir of all possession; the 
Revealer of the Godhead; the Light coming forth 
from the mystery of light, in which the Father 
dwelleth inaccessible; the life, also, felt in all 
redeemed creatures, and the visible object of all 
their homage, reverence and obedience; and so 
bound to, and submitted to, and in that sense 
worshipped, by all the angels of God: as it is 
written, “ when he bringeth his Son the second 
time into the world, he saith. And let all the 
angels of God worship him and not the angels 
only, but every creature; as it is written, “ That 
at the nameof Jesus every knee might bow.” But 
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still, while this supremacy and lordship of God- 
manifest may never be doubted, I argue not tk 
less that Christ will suffer no worship to terminate 
in himself, as an ultimate object, but will lead itup 
into the invisible and infinite Godhead of Father. 
Son, and Holy Ghost; where again no worships 
received, nor petition answered, which doth not 
come through the manifest Godhead as its way. 
and from the indwelling Spirit as its source: » 
that the end of the whole matter is, that the crea¬ 
ture is taken into the circle of the inter-communio: 
of the blessed Trinity, and therein consisted b 
blessedness and its stability. 

Now I may say, that any difficulties wind j 
may appear on this subject vanish at once, toa:' ; 
one who will but look on Christ, who, thoughhf 
was very God and very man, did not the le? 
direct his worship unto the Father, and pray ur: 
him continually. And when he gave that fox 
of prayer, commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.' 
was addressed unto the Father. This was norfx 
example’s sake, nor did it arise out of his fc-X- 
liation, but is the example of what he shallot 
be, as the Head of redeemed creation; ever¬ 
more directing his homage unto the invisib.- 
God. Let no one think that this is to deror^ 
from the Divinity of the Son, or of the Hob 
Ghost; any more than it is to derogate from tin 
Divinity of the Father, to say that he dwells 
in us, by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, x- 
shall never otherwise be felt; any more than it 
derogates from the Divinity of the Father, to say 
that he is manifest in the Son. It is not the Hob 
Ghost inhabiting merely, but it is the substance 
the Godhead, in the person of the Holy Ghost: 
and it is not the Son merely, sustaining anvi 
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redeeming all things, but it is the Godhead in the 
person of the Son: and it is not the Father merely 
that is worshipped, but it is the Godhead, in the 
person of the Father, and the Son is worshipped 
equally with the Father; and so, also, the Holy 
Ghost: and the Father is manifested equally with 
the Son; and so, also, is the Holy Ghost: and 
the Father inhabiteth equally with the Holy 
Ghost; and so, also, doth the Son. Ther same 
substance is present in the threefold personalities; 
the personalities most distinct, the substance 
most entirely one. And herein is the mystery 
of the Trinity most excellent and most glorious; 
and herein are all Sabellian schemes of the Tri¬ 
nity, which do not hold the distinctness of the 
personalities, devoutly to be abhorred; for, if you 
keep not the personalities distinct, observe what 
follows. Confound the personality of the Son 
with the personality of the Holy Ghost, or deny 
the latter, which is virtually, yea, and avowedly 
too, a most wide-spread heresy; and it imme¬ 
diately follows, that every member of Christ, 
inhabited by the Holy Ghost, is upon an equal 
footing with Christ'that every one of us is an Im¬ 
manuel, or God with us, as certain blasphemously 
affirm;—and straightway there follows upon this a 
total loss of Christ’s great act of love and of 
atonement. Again, confound the personality of 
the Father with the personality of the Son, which 
is to all intents and purposes done by worshipping 
the Son as the ultimate object of worship, instead 
of regarding him as High Priest and Interces¬ 
sor, and you mingle at once God and the crea¬ 
ture ; and will come to worship him, not as a per-, 
sonal God, separate from the creature, but as a 
widely diffused power and omnipresent influence. 
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So that, without the doctrine of the Trinity of 
persons in a unity of substance, the whole scheme 
of redemption and revelation, of a creation, of a 
fall, and of a regeneration, is an ineffectual and 
vain display of power and suffering, which ac- 
complisheth nothing. 

II. So much have I to say with respect to tte 
light \Vhich this discourse of the Incarnation cast- 
eth upon the actings of the one Godhead in a 
Trinity of Persons to the ends of creation, revela¬ 
tion and worship: and I now proceed to seewltt 
light it sheddeth upon the re-constituted creatia 
underChrist the Head thereof. In creation there are 
three things to be kept distinct by an impassabit 
gulph. The first is, the redeemed creature; tbt 
second is, the Head of the redeemed creature; tfc 
third, the invisible God. If the creature jostle or 
mingle with its Head, then the procuring cause« 
its redemption, and the abiding cause of its stabi¬ 
lity, atonement, intercession, manifestation of God. 
and every thing else, which since the Fall hathbua 
transacted, and till the giving up of the kind® 
remaineth to be transacted, becometh a dead aoi 
unmeaning thing. Therefore, I say, the Headrf 
the redeemed creation and the redeemed creation 
must be distinct and separate by a gulpb im¬ 
passable. This is the first distinctness; and these 
two existences so distinct must yet be united more 
closely than any visible union: for every visible 
union is disunited, as the body from the soul, and 
the members of the body from each other; but by 
an indissoluble union must the redeemed creature 
be united with its Head, in order that it may knew 
and feel that it standeth only in Christ, and 
through Christ only can worship the Father. No* 
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this nnimi, beyond all rations dose/ yet on disc 
tiactness and separation impassable, is compassed 
by the union of the two natures in the. person: of 
Christ. Christ the Head, beingiGod and redeemed 
manhood in one person, whioh redeemedmanhood 
maketh the redeemed creature of one snbatonoe 
with him; so that in that manhood every elect crea¬ 
ture standeth, and yet no elect creature tasteth of 
his Godhead; and thus is the Christ personal sepa- 
rated from, yet united to, the Christ mystioal, with 
all that dependeth thence. To constitute the union j 
the Holy Ghost laboureth; to preserve the distinct* 
ness, the distinct personality of the Son from that of 
the Holy Ghost prevaileth: and finally, to prevent 
the creature thus redeemed by the Holy Ghost, and 
headed up iu Christ, from aspiring to, or mixing 
with, the invisible Godhead; to. throw in another 
impassable gulph between the creature redeemed 
by the Son, inhabited by the Spirit, and the in¬ 
visible, . infinite, incommunicable, incomprehen¬ 
sible Godhead, the distinct personality of the 
Father prevaileth. So that to accomplish this 
threefold distinctness, (and unless this be.accom¬ 
plished all, all, is vain,) nothing prevaileth, but 
the distinct separate personalities of the God¬ 
head, never to be confounded, in one substance 
never to be disunited. The doctrine of the Trinity 
is. the only view of God which will give him se¬ 
parateness from the creature, and yet communicate 
to the creature of his indefectibility and blessed¬ 
ness l and the great end served by the coming of 
the Son of God in the flesh is, the making known of 
the great truth of the Godhead as one substance in 
three persons subsisting, whose distinctness from 
one another is the ground and basis of all distinc¬ 
tion between the redeemed creature: inhabited 
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and possessed by the Holy Ghost, and its Head, 
which is the Lord Jesus Christ; and between 
these two, considered as the whole visible exist¬ 
ence, and the invisible Godhead. This necessity 
of perfect distinctness between these three sub¬ 
sistences—to wit, the redeemed creature, the Head 
of the redeemed creature, and the invisible God¬ 
head,—is the reason, and ground, and fruit of the 
doctrine of the three persons in the Godhead. 

Now, this is a subject of such great importance 
in itself, and in its consequences so unbounded, a& 
withal a subject so little understood, or treats: 
as a speculation,—whereas, it is the only defence 
against Spinozism, and Sabellianism, and thi' 
philosophy of the West and religion of the East 
which makes God the soul of the creatures, or the 
creatures an emanation from God,—that I deem' 
good to open it at some length, and to shew how.- 
is the essence and the substance of all sound doc¬ 
trine whatsoever concerning the creatures, and cot ! 
cerning God the object of the creature’s worship. 

1. The end of God, in giving existence beside 
himself, is to communicate life in such a way as 
shall consist with his own being and glory. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the creation was completed in a lino: 
soul; but Adam, thus formed, was not the perfect 
or complete creature, but only the likeness # 
type of him that is to be. And therefore Adac 
could not have eternal or immortal life to gi«: 
which required that the life should be manifested 
which was done in the person of Christ, whe 
brought life and immortality to light. In him vra> 
life, and to him only it belongeth to convey life, 
who could say, “ I am the life. I am the resur¬ 
rection and the life : he that believeth in me shall 
never die : he that believeth in me hath everlast- 
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ing fife." Adam was not the life, nor was he able 
to Communicate eternal life; as'it is written, 
“The first man Adam was a tiring soul, the Second 
Adam a life-giring Spirit.’’ Adam therefote, the 
head of creation’s unfallen state, was only to pre¬ 
pare the way for Christ. The Son of God was to 
come in flesh, or in human nature; and there¬ 
fore, there must be flesh, or human nature in 
which he might come. If Adam bad possessed 
life in himself, then no one should hare been able 
to take it from him, and God’s gifts are without 
repentance. Seeing, then, that death did lay hold 
upon him, it is proof sufficient that God had not 
invested him with eternal life, over which death 
hath not any power. Creation, therefore, in its 
unfallen state, was only to make way for creation' 
in the fallen state; and this, though last in accom¬ 
plishment, was, as consisteth with the very idea 
of a purpose, first in the design. So for, there¬ 
fore, is it from being derogatory unto God for 
one to say, that creation was only the imperfect 
rudiments of his work, that it is the only way of 
preserving the honour and glory of God. For if 
herein he put forth all his strength, and gave 
Adam immortal life, then is the Fall a failure, and 
Redemption is an after-thought, an expedient to 
remedy and repair a failure, and God hath no 
purpose nor foresight of things at all; and there is 
a chance and possibility that the redemption also 
may be, by some unforeseen hap and hazard, like¬ 
wise subverted and overthrown, and there is 
neither ground for faith, nor yet for hope, nor for 
promise, nor for fulfilment, nor for covenant, nor 
for faithfulness of an Almighty God at all. 

We may therefore, without offence unto, but 
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in high justification of, God, inquire a little into 
the necessity of a fall, for the accomplishment of 
God’s purpose. The creature unfallen was wry 
good, but it knew not evil as yet; and, not know¬ 
ing evil, it could not know its own inferiority to, 
and distinctness from, God : for God is also wry 
good, and the creature is very good ; howskll 
the creature distinguish between itself and God’. 
Moreover, God is invisible, and the creature is 
visible, and by so much the creature is in advan¬ 
tage over God. In that state, therefore, the crea¬ 
ture could not fulfil the great end of God, that it 
should pay its homage, and place its dependence 
upon God ; which if any one deny, then I appei 
unto the fact, that the first time the creature ws 
tried with a temptation, though the weakest ima¬ 
ginable, he, or rather she, preferred the inanimate 
creature unto God; and he preferred the love of 
woman unto the obedience of God;—proof posi¬ 
tive, experiment decisive, and so arranged of God, 
for the ending of all strife upon this subject, and 
for proving beyond a question, that the creatws 
state was not the state in which a creature cos’d 
stand and worship God. 

If any one cut me short here with an interrup¬ 
tion, and ask, Why then put the creature forth is 
the creation state at all ? why not bring in the 
Second Adam at the beginning, and present him 
in the glorious humanity at once, as he was beine 
risen from the dead ? This indeed, I answer, 
would have prevented the necessity of a fiall; bat 
it would have been as far as ever from accom¬ 
plishing the end of God, which is not merely 
eternal life in the creature, but along with this 
consciousness of a being separate from God, as 
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theindispensible preliminary wife the-worship of 
God only, and not of itself also. For if Christ 
bad/ come in the unfeUen stale. Gad and fliaoj 
putting fartb the power of Godhead, and thewis- 
dent of .Godhead in the creature form* it wpuW 
have made things worse,, instead of better, with 
theereature, unto which he propagated, or com- 
nuadeated, the same glorious and eternal life*; 
for there, would have been no act demonstrative of 
the cceature’8 separateness from -the: Godheadef 
the Son. From the first of itsi existence/ upon 
this hypothesis, it standeth supported by the 
power, and shewing! forth the glory of God ;and 
•o it is to continue without a change of its coudir 
teen, .with no knowledge' of ite infirmity, with 
every experience of its power and sufficiency;: 
and how such a creature should know of a God¬ 
head beyond and beside itself, how itshould; know 
itself not to be the all-sufficient God*i» what 
I cannot for a moment imagine. : For, as I said 
in the former bead of discourse, these are things 
notito.be told by words, but tq be embodied ip the 
being of things. A word, must have a correspon¬ 
dency, in the being of him who is . spoken to,. ok if 
amounted* to nothing; and especially such, a word 
as this, that there is a God beside the creature* 
whom to know, to worship, and to enjoy, is the 
very end of the creature, must not he; left to an 
airy,carriage, but must be infixed in the heart: ef 
being itself; for which, upon this idea, that Christ 
in the form of risen God-man is brought into the 
world first of all, there is no provision in the being 
of the, creatures propagated by him, but, on the 
other, hand, every thing to confuse, to bewilder, 
and to .contradict the knowledge, of an. invisible 
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God, above and beside themselves, who is to be 
worshipped. 

In order, therefore, to preserve distinctness be¬ 
tween the invisible and absolute God and the 
visible limited creature, it was necessary that 
the creature should fall; and, by falling, should 
know the end and inferiority that is in itself; 
and that the goodness which it had origimk 
is a goodness derived from another source tbit 
itself, seeing there hath not been, in itself, tk 
power of retaining it. And to the end the ma¬ 
ture might know evil by feeling evil, it is neces¬ 
sary that it should also know good by feelini 
good. There must exist in the creature, after e 
hath fallen, something to be unto it for a contioci; 
memorial of its state above the Fall; that is, then 
must be a conscience of good struggling again* 
the oppression of evil. If the creature were £ 
evil, without a conscience of good, then then 
would be no memorial, no remembrance of it* 
unfallen state; which would stand only as a pas 
of the book, instead of being written on the hfi ’ 1 
of man. Mistake me not, as if I held the Pda- 
gian, and what is now called Arminian, though 
it is baser still than Arminian heresy, that 
can do any good thing in himself; for it is 
thing not to be at all, and another thing to beu 
bondage; it is one thing to be a devil, and another 
thing to be under the oppression of the devil. 1 
believe with St. Paul, that God leaveth not the 
wickedest heathen without a witness; that there 
is a law written in the heart, and that there are 
thoughts which accuse or else excuse one another 
The state above the Fall was a state of goodness: 
the state below the Fall is a state of the kno f ' 
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ledge of good and evil;—not the knowledge* of 
evil only, bat the knowledge of good also; and 
yet m this consisteth the wickedness of .it, that 
there should be the knowledge of evil at all, and 
the obedience of it at all. It is this warfare in 
itself, it is this incompleteness in itself, (which is, 
I may say, the great fact of human existence, 
denied by none except a few Stoics, who form the 
small exception that confirms the rale)-it is tins 
incompleteness, whether you look to the body or 
to the mind; pain and death, in the former; error, 
prejudice, ignorance, and dark uncertainty beyond 
the grave, in the latter;—this knowledge of good 
and evil, and prevalence of the evil over the good, 
•which is felt by sage and by savage, by prince 
and by peasant alike; for all suffer, and all die, 
and all by nature are in trouble, and dark uncer¬ 
tainty ;—this is die very condition of conscious 
existence unto which the creature must be 
brought, in order that the creature may know it¬ 
self not to be God. For set the greatest Atheist 
before me, andl will pose him with a single ques¬ 
tion : Whence hadst thou thy manifold thoughts, 
purposes, sufferings, and enjoyments? Is it not 
from life? Yea, from life, he must answer; for 
the dead have them not. Shew whence hast thou 
life ? Not from thyself, else thou couklst keep it; 
■but keep it thou canst not. Not from other men, 
for they are in the like plight. Then thou hast it 
from One unseen, who can only be known by this, 
that he hath life in himself; that he can lay it 
down, and take it up again, and give it even 
eternally unto whom it pleaseth him; and thus 
death is the great demonstration unto the creature 
of a-God, besides and over the creature: and re- 
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surrection from death, and power to overcome 
death, and to communicate a life which iseteml. 
is the great demonstration that he who doth it it 
not a creature, but is God. The creatures there¬ 
fore were brought into the condition of death, 
that they might be negatived, might know them¬ 
selves not to be God; might know that he, 
who should be above and over this condition of 
death, is the very God. So that I may take 
a step here in advance, and say, that in no other 
way than by coming under the power of death, 
and overcoming death, when under its power, 
could the eternal Son of God, when he came 
have been known to be the very God. And this I 
believe to be the reason why Christ and the re¬ 
surrection were preached together : Christ, e 
shew that he was the Messiah, or the Seed of d* 
woman, so long promised; the resurrection, t* 
shew that he was God. Wherefore also Pan! 
maketh express declaration (Rom. i. 4), “Tbd 
he was determined to be the Son of Godwid 
power, according to the Spirit of holiness, & r 
the resurrection from the dead.” Wherefore A® 
Peter declareth, that God by the resurrection, 
had proved him to be " both Lord and Christ" 
2. The end therefore of the fall of creation unde 
death, being no other than to separate and dis¬ 
tinguish the creature from the Creator, and to 
put a negative upon every creature’s pretend 
to be God, that the solitary creature who sboul® 
overcome death might be known to be God, a* 
may well conceive how important an end m the 
great scheme and purpose of God it is- to keep 
the distinction for ever clear. And let os now fol¬ 
low onward to the redemption, and see how its 
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provided for in . this : third stage of.ttanraftbMnfe 
This . brings us to consider thefion of (Jodi the 
groat Hoad of redemption, who appeared as amah 
inall neaped*; a man indeed anomtedwith th# 
Holy Ghost above measure, but still a very-man, 
apt e follen man also in all the attributes of 9 
falleo man,except that he never sinned; who also 
was cut off by death, thereby proving himself to 
have token the form of the fallen creature; but 
before going into death, continually declaring* 
that bet would rise again, and overcome death* 
pad never see corruption; which accordingly hagr 
ing accomplished, jhe proveth himself to, bp Pd a 
qreatare, but the Greater of the creatures, who* 
though in human form, was not subject unto hur 
annity’s laws: and at the same time heprovetk* 
that .the creature substance which bet had taken 
is i npt of the Godhead apart, but with the God? 
bead united, and thence deriving everlasting jifo. 
Be it moreover observed, that in the like mwjaw 
hedealeth with all the redeemed, propagating ip 
them their eternal life, before they die, according: 
to his own.word, “ He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life.” Every believer, hath now, and 
doth not wait for, everlasting life.; But to. the end 
that be may know that this eternal life is not in* 
herent in the creature itself, or in any power# 
which it posaeaseth, it isaoordered, that it should 
exist.io the creature, while in a dying state, , aud 
not prevent the creature from dying, but permit 
the dissolution of body and soul, which is death; . 
te the end, that every creature who is redeemed 
know of a surety, that not from, itself, but 
from a Power without itself, it bath this PtWht 
regeneration unto etomnl life, and is, tp have the 
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future resun'ection to the same. Now, at this 
point of the subject, it is that a new distinction 
is revealed to us, which is the distinction be¬ 
tween the Father of this new life, or the Secoaa 
Adam, and the children. To shew out this dis¬ 
tinctness between Christ, the Head of the redcap- 
tion, and the redeemed ones, is a first and pri¬ 
mary object of the redemption which, now comesh 
into view, and which is procured by that very 
thing, that while we are dead in trespasses am 
sins, Christ reneweth us unto God, and sustain^ 
us in this renewed estate, not only without & 
help, but in despite of all the powers of sin an- 
death weighing down the creature. If this secoi 
distinction be lost, an evil is sustained of ha# 
less amount than by the loss of the distinctly 
between the creature and the Creator. For & 
whole power, and strength, and love, and grae 
of God in Christ is lost, and Christ's own Dir* 
nature is lost, and the Divine nature of the H«y 
Ghost also, if we do not preserve Christ as t 
head of power and fountain of holiness. Afti* 
truth, the merit of Christ departs, the value * h 
life and death, as an atonement, is lost, 
thing escapes the vision and hold of the m* 1 
if the man Jesus Christ, as a Father of redeem^ 
ones, be not in some conspicuous way distinguish 
from the redeemed ones whom he begetteth. Whri 
great distinction is secured, by his doing the tha 
for every one of us while we underly the cw« 
of sin and death. His life and death brought!* 
to our level, his resurrection, and his regenerate- 
of us, while under the curse of sin and dead, 
proveth him to be the procuring canse, the iastra- 
mental cause, the final cause; and, in one 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



GCH> AVD Tim QUXrAWWti fWtoJXk'k* 

fbeall in all of oar redetriptirin.~-‘And this islihei 
wi*e the demonstration of his Divinity, Every 
i act of communicating life unto a creature fallen; 
i 4nd held to death by God’s appointment, is aft 
i act as demonstrative of Godhead as isthe reent- 
| motion itself. And hence, I may observe in pass-> 

I iftg, it cOmeth to pass, that even under the king* 
i dom, men will be subject unto death, because 
I Otherwise they could net know and experience 
i the headship of Gbrist. And therefore the last 
i eftemy that is to be destroyed is death % arid so it 
Cometh to pass, that death is God's great means 
of giving dignity and demonstration of > Divinity 
Unto the Prince of Life. *;< ' •' > '< 

• The redemption, therefore, doth introduce-us 
to a new distinction, the distinction between tbe 
foiled createte redeemed, and its Divine sedetup* 
tkm-head; which distinction forms thebssis of id 
oor obligations unto Christ, and oenstitutes 'tfte 
inferiority and-dependence of the redeemed cre&x 
tion ripen Christ its 1 Bead. So that, whale he is 
a creature, he is yet above the creatures ;• white 
he is Head unto the ohftreh, be is yet above the 
church; linking the whole Creation urito himself 
ht firmest bond by his-human nature, and by fait 
Drrine connecting it with the Godhead,—trioly 
Mediator’between the invisible Godhead and the 
visible creature, tbe way unto the Father, and 
the Father's way unto os !~~Now, to ;give this 
distinctness is another great end of the Ball of 
the creatures. For being, by their fall, taught 
their wickedness and . their weakness,- they were 
thereby prepared to receive and acknowledge 
righteousness and strength iri him- who should 
decover and restore then. But for the.Falk, the 
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eternal Son of God could not have been know 
by the creatures, in any of his offices, as Pro¬ 
phet, Priest, and King ; in any of his names, s 
Jesus, Christ, and Lord. So that the Fall is a 
essential for giving the God-man his dignity over 
and above the creatures, as it is for teaching tire 
creature its distinctness from the invisible iac.o- 
prehensible Godhead. 

3. Thus then, have we established two greatfc 
tinctions, and three great distinct substance* 
First, The invisible, infinite, absolute, Godhese 
Secondly, The manifest Godhead in the Son c 
Man: And, thirdly, The redeemed creature 
And now 1 have to add a fourth, which is, T S: 
unredeemed creation, or the reprobate part e 
the creatures. The whole creation hath fafe 
excepting only a part of the angelic form of be:~ 
who are elect in Christ, and intended in tis 
Divine purpose, to shew the mighty power oi c 
Christ-head of creation, which should stretch- 
arms of salvation both ways, and sustain theinc: 
mity of the creature in all its forms. The r- : 
angels, no doubt, looked forward to him that^ 
come, and stood in that hope; they were his 
nesses in the spiritual region of creation ; they a: 
his trophy, won from that domain wherein sic ws 
first conceived, because that domain was first - 
being. Besides these, the rest of creation hath si 
fallen ; and out of that fall, God hath from the bf 
ginning been signifying his purpose to take, by re¬ 
demption, apart, and only a part. Therefore!* 
separated the clean and the unclean of animah 
and required the clean to be presented in sacrifice 
in order to signify that the elected part should lx 
made a sacrifice of, as was first shewn in Christ- 
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and now is shewing; in'the church. Then, from 
amongst the families of the earth, he chose one to 
bless above the rest, with his covenant; and nowi 
from aH the Gentiles, he is taking whom it pleaseth 
him to take. The end of this mystery of electing 
only a part, is to shew forth God’s sovereignty, 
and God's right over the creatures; to establish 
the immutable distinction between God and the 
creature still more effectually, and above all to 
mark out, for ever, the nature of guilt, the nature 
of shr. If the scheme of God had ended in the 
redemption of all the creatures, then it would 
have seemed but a great scheme for manifesting 
his own power and being, as the Three-one God; 
for distinguishing himself from the'creatnre, and 
securing to himself the worship of the Creature; 
and unto the creature its own blessedness: but 
God being a Holy God, the nature of holiness 
itself, the nature of sin, and the nature of atone* 
ment and satisfaction, the nature of priesthood, 
which is an essential part of Christ, as the Head 
bf the creatures, would have been for ever lost; 
for if sin, after any curve of aberration, or cycle 
of change, is able to arrive at the same point with 
holiness, then, at that point, the difference be¬ 
tween sin and holiness ceaseth for ever. It turns 
out that there is no essential and eternal difference 
between the obedience and the disobedience of 
God, but only a temporary and expedient one; 
and it further follows, that the creatures have only 
been in the hand of God, like the men upon a 
chess board, to perform a certain great exploit of 
purpose and forecast. I have no hesitation in say 1 - 
ing, moreover, that this scheme of saving -all at 
the fast, doth destroy the very existence of a will 
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altogether; and a will is the substance of a spim. 
of an intelligent being: reason, without a will, is like 
a visible world without a sensible creature to pos¬ 
sess it. The will is before reason, as the sense# 
before the sensible world. Now, if the fallen will 
should not manifest for ever its unchangeablenee 
in itself, the demonstration would be wanting of 
what a will is, which would seem to be nothing 
else than a material substance which changed 
and changed again for ever. All this, and mod 
more, I can see would flow from the united 
redemption of all the fallen creatures. Reprobs 
tion, eternal reprobation of a part, is the ten 
ground upon which the nature of sin rested, 
without which sin is but a change, ordainedc 
God, whereof the creature must be patient;) 
circumstance of creation, which we must be con 
tent for a while to stand under, but which «i 
soon betake itself away. The very possibility^ 
understanding the true difference between obei> 
ence and disobedience, throughout eternity, wook 
be destroyed ; government under Christ »sdd 
be, what government under Ghrist’s lieutenants® 
the earth hath at length become, on principles o< 
expediency alone administered ; a frightful or 
terialism would invert all things; and God wont 
be the world, and the world would be God. 

Besides this, it were to lose the whole end a 
God’s scheme in bringing his purpose to pass, by 
a creation, and a fall, and a redemption, instead 
of bringing it to pass by one single act, were) 
part of the creature not left for ever in an unre¬ 
deemed state. For, as hath been so often sare 
the great end of the scheme is to separate Ire- 
tween the creature and the Creator, and, in bring 
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fag it op; agafe* ao t*<brfeg*dttnfhUft 

that, while -it stood infallibly, ,by< striding to 
Qu?st; the Head, it should yet knoiw itself not . to 
he God, by knowing itself: not to be its heed, end 
by -knowing even its Head not to'be the’infinite^ 
•nd invisible God, but only suoh a mnifeatatm 
df him astbe creatures are competent to appre* 
bend. If new, as the Vniversahsts falselyasserti 
there i should be no reprobation of toe creatures^ 
Sbere would be ao evidence of whag breationr is 
when standing oat of God. Redemption would 
batre no glory above creation, because oreatioa 
hath no apparent inferiority beneath redemption. 
And ai I believe that redemption and its glories; 
above creation and its infirmities, is'the very 
principle with which God will go forth to pSopto 
ton spheres innumerable with which *we are sun- 
rounded, 1 do hold it >to be a most essentudpoint, 
toati the glories of redemption should be seen re¬ 
flected from the dark background of a reprobate 
creation, i existing; under the conditions of the 
accand’ death. Per, if there be 'one principle 
which, foam the beginning of the world until nod, 
hath been, declared at sundry times, and in divots 
manners, this is the principle, that the Chosen 
and elected part is chosen of free grace, chiefly 
for the end of shewing forth the wickedness of 
toe partnbt elected. In one word,' without re* 
probation of the fallen creatures, helpless aud it* 
remediable, free grace is no better than an empty 
name. Grace is favour where no right remained, 
where no far-distant possibility of reparation exist¬ 
ed, where no law nor scheme of God compre¬ 
hended restoration, and where restoration coiild 
rot otherwise than by grace come to pass. 
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4. Seeing, therefore, it is essential for every good 
and holy purpose of the Creator, that a part of 
the creation should be left in its fallen state, or 
rather brought up again by a resurrection, aodbe 
constituted in the estate of the second death; 
which is not annihilation, and which is not life, 
but the second death, in which the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched ; the question 
next occurs, by what means, and by what might? 
workmanship is the redemption of the part to be 
redeemed accomplished ? This is taught us ii 
the redemption of the body of Christ, concenm' 
which we have already discoursed. The falls 
woman’s substance was, by the Holy Ghost, sax - 1 
tified, and preserved holy, against all the power! 
of hell and death. The human will of Chris 
was, by the power of the Holy Ghost, preserve: 
perfectly concentric with the Divine and absolute 
will of the Godhead, so that the latter found tk 
former always a vehicle for expressing itself #• 
telligibly to the creatures: yet did the humu 
will of Christ know temptation of the flesh, a 
we see by his temptation, when he said, “Sot 
my will, but thine be done; ” that is to say, tk 
flesh which beareth our will to a side, away fros 
its centre, and maketh it sinful, which is a wit 
in bondage, was not able to carry Christ’s will 
away, though nature shook, and shrunk, ami 
quivered again, under the mighty power wbicl 
held it unswerving from its rectitude. Ah that 
word, “ My will,” toucheth me to the heart, 
shewing me that Christ called human nature by 
the name I!—and that his human nature would 
have swerved him from his centre, but from the 
Holy Ghost, which abode in him. Now, o« 
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who witt receive this, and'they 'are. not mahy; (for» 
fbe< time is come, when they 'shall not racesve 
sounddoctrine;—one who will receive this, J say/ 
floor understand how the distinction is made wbeto-t 
of i now 'discourse, between the redeemed and 
the unredeemed creature. The ground of that 
distinction is not in the creature* but in. the Greari 
tor: it is the will of God to save whom titpleaseth 
him to sarre. This act of the Divine will . be*ng> 
absolute, and' not revealed, is property reserved 
with the^ Father, who represeateth and retainetfo 
the absolute attributes of the Godhead; and than 
without the doctrine of election, you have, I may 
say, no absolute God, but only a; revealed and 
manifested God, and you can therefore have.no 
worship of the invisible Godhead. L mention this) 
however, only by the Way, because it doth not pro? 
perly belong to the head of distinctions, hut totho 
head of unions, which will come hereafter to he die* 
coursed of. The ground therefore of thedfetinotioii 
between the redeemed and unredeemed oh creation 
as in the absolute will of God; ahd.tbe origin of 
it in the manifestation, is Use eternal San taking 
unto himself a body,—which body is the begin* 
fling and the ending, the first and thelast of the 
redeemed creation. Therefore, all redemption, 
(whichin the purpose dependeth from, the goodt 
ness of the Father, doth in the manifestation do* 
{tend from the humiliation of Christ. It was an 
act of his own self-existent personality to contract 
that infinite circle of his being, in the bosom of 
his Father, and to make all its acting pass through 
that concentric and limited circle of. the humaa 
being which he assumed. And for this act never 
to - be- ttrfacted; for what God doth, he doeth for 
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ever; the Father bestowed upon his human nt- 
ture the power of the Holy Ghost, or, 1 should 
say, the Holy Ghost, in his independent per¬ 
sonality, did condescend to inform that homaa 
nature, and never to act towards the creature* an 
in it and through it; so that the great operative 
cause in the redemption of the creature is theHoly 
Spirit taking the possession of it, and sanctify™* 
or separating it from the wicked mass. Now, 
with respect to the manner in which this« 
effected, it is by taking it out from the waste, j 
digging it out from the miry clay, drawing it up , 
from the fearful pit of this our fallen nature; ami 1 
by might of Divine influence, resisting die forte 
of corrupt nature upon the will or spirit of ms. 
which hath made it move contrary to the will <* 
God, unto which will the Holy Spirit constrained 
it to return back and be agreeable. It is not tim 
there are two wills, or spirits, in the renewed man: 
but that his will is, upon the one hand, acted on bv 
the powers of a fallen creation, and car the other bf 
a power of the Holy Spirit acting under the rises 
God-man. And the effect of the Holy Spirits, 
to unite the fallen creature unto, and make it c# 
with, the body of Christ: so that the end of re¬ 
demption is the gathering out for salvation of the 
fixed quantity of the creation’s substance^ mi 
joining it to Christ’s body ; and when this is com¬ 
pleted, the dispensation of election is completed, 
and the Son of God, who heretofore appeared one 
substance in one person, shall hereafter shew hi* 
glorious human substance in many persons; ft* 1 
is, in all the elect church, which shall oomewid 
him in the power and glory of his kingdom. Bid 
for himself, he alone partaking of the Divine oa- 
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ture, shall stand alone and eminent above them 
all, the manifest Godhead for ever. From which 
era, of the accomplishment of the elect, and the 
bringing in of the kingdom, shall begin the work 
of government, wherein the manhood shall mani¬ 
fest itself victorious over that with which it warred 
i against ; that is, flesh amhblood; and sin, andbSotant 
, sad death;—not now in theChrist personal and van 
i dnndual merely,but in AeGhrist plural; that is, ist 
i An whole redeemed ehwrdm-- But further into 
i this we may not eater at'present. And for the 
, epeatures which am left unredeemed ; all theses 
. being nosed up at the end of the kfogdomiii 
that form which is proper to endure: the second 
death, and with 'them the fallen angels, shall-»•» 
' In punishment of that resistance which theytnadn 
uato the truth, and rtf that preference which they 
gave to sin over righteousness; aadfor their deoiA 
of Ae Law of God, written in their hearts-: by 
Christ their Creator; and for .the distinguishing el 
holiness frdm goodness, and of rin ftom weakness^ 
and' ingenefal for the eternal distinctions of, robes 
1 dienoe and disobedience, of truth and feisehaadj 
1 of right and Wrong, and inonder So lay' the basin 
1 ©^government for ever, —be cast' into the lake that 
1 bdrneth, whichis thei second deaA. And thus <wb 
1 have these four distinct things iin existence :> Busfo 
1 the invisible Godhead; whioh is never ohanged: San 
1 cbndly, the manifest Godhead; in the creaturehfortn 
of the God-man: Thirdly, the redeemed creabuites*; 
standing in the human nature of Christ, and parts 
of that one substance: Fourthly, the unredeemed! 
forms of the wicked creation in the state called ;tho 
lake that buraeth, or> the second deaA. ii 

»5. Now, the dlstmetriesa of these four amisteitcafl 
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most be kept for ever and for ever. The invisible 
essence of the Godhead must be kept distinct, that 
the Creator may not be confounded with the via¬ 
ble creature, but receive its homage, and worship, 
and service for ever. Secondly, The great Head of 
creation, which is the Christ, must be kept dis¬ 
tinct from the redeemed creatures, in order that 
he may be the representative, the brightness oi 
the glory, and the express image of the invisible 
God, and, in this dignity, maintain for ever the or¬ 
der and subordination of the redeemed creatures, 
ever looking up to him as the face of God, and ever 
listening to him as the Word of God, and eve 
honouring him and revering him as the wav 
for the creature to approach unto God, and tM 
way for God to come unto the creature. Thirdly 
The redeemed creation, or body of Christ inha¬ 
bited by the Spirit must ever be kept distinct 
from the reprobate creatures lying in the penaw 
of the second death, in order that the eteraa 
distinction between holiness and unholiness, be¬ 
tween blessedness and misery, between God and® 
may be for ever established in the sight and knuw- 
ledge of all creatures, which are yet to be create: 
of God, during the ages of eternity. Now, eteros 
distinctions, which enter into the purpose of God 
must have an eternal basis to rest upon. These 
three eternal and unchangeable distinctions mas*- 
have an eternal ground in the being of God hi® - 
self; and this ground is, the personalities of the God¬ 
head. If God is one personality, then there nevet 
can be a creation out of God. God and the err* 
ture will be for ever confounded and worshipped 
and service of the Godhead is for ever lost. ThB# 
Unitarianism. Again, if there be but two person* 
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Kkiesiut the Godhead, their, creation might, irideed,' 
be separated foomGod under the Son ^butitwonld 
be: as .a procession or emanation from God,) and 
haring in. it of the essential being i of God, which 
is the philosophy and religion of the'Persian sou 
phists, the Bramins, and dthero of the East. Bat 
by three personalities in the essence existing, we 
can, as hath been set forth above, bring out the 
grand problem of a creation standing under God; 
worshipping!God, and serring God, separate and 
distinct from itself; which I take to be the great 
end of the purpose, of God, and the great problem 
which was to be resolved; and. this is* the reason 
why the doctrine of the Trinity) ought ever to. be 
held as the great fountain head of all ■> doctrine 
whatever, which flows from it like the crystaline 
streams from the secret recesaa&of the pore smooth 
tain snow. And however much men, and! orthot 
dox men, may cavil with us, who would thus seek 
the stream of life in its fountain head,—<-which J 
eerifess is a perilous and dangerous undertaking) 
not by every head to be attempted, yet when 
Satan hath found.his way thither, and poisoned 
thei streams of all the valleys,—it is most needful^ 
and cannot-be dispensed with, that same of thbse 
who. dwell in the fertilized, but now poisoned, 
valleys, should straightway for the sake of aH the 
families, their flocks and their herds, venture forth) 
though it were alone, in order to clear out- the 
poisoned fountain heads. Or, to make my figure 
more exact, if a company of wicked, diabolical 
people, should take post there, for the: very end of 
diffusing poison by the. necessary aliment of Kfo, it 
Is most necessary that the dales+men and the>inha*- 
bitantsofthe plai n sho aid keep ahoSt ofvahant merit 
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strong of body and true of heart, ever encamprd 
in the cold and rocky upland, to dislodge the* 
murderers and destroyers from their evil haunt 
and wicked purposes. For, to drop all figure, I 
do maintain that all doctrine whatsoever, con¬ 
cerning intercession, atonement, and mediation; 
concerning the creation, the fall, and regenera¬ 
tion ; is truly, and verily, an indefensible doctrine, 
save by the pre-supposition of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, which, in all systems of sound faith, is 
advanced into the first and highest place. Nov. 
the doctrine of the Trinity hath its practical fora, 
only in the maintenance of these three great distinc¬ 
tions, whereof I have discoursed above;—(i)Tbe 
essence existing in the Godhead standing under 
the Father; ( 2 ) the Head Christ, being the God¬ 
head manifested in the person of the Son; (a) the 
redeemed creatures, being the subsistence of the ■ 
Holy Ghost proceeding through the humanity c* . 
the Son; and these three subsistedcies are pffi- t 
served distinct, no otherwise than by the dis¬ 
tinctness of the personalities of the Godhead, 
while, by the unity of the substance of the God¬ 
head, they are united in relations manifold, whtA 
I shall open in the next head: and the whale re¬ 
deemed creature, thus recapitulated ihto Christ, 
and standing in everlasting blessedness, beingtmlr 
a part, and not the whole of the creature created, 
doth stand distinguished from mere creature, wind 
remaineth in the condition of the second death, 
concerning which condition I can say no more; and 
I think no more is revealed than this, that it is 
also eternal and unchangeable. 

And here 1 conclude these heads and biaterf 
deep discourse; to the all-important doctrine i 
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which I ,have nothing to add* except to open,t» 
another head, the unions in three, distinctions; ( and 
L pray you to look upon the Incarnation nsehiedy 
valuable, or I should rather say inyaluable, not 
for the sake of atonement, which is a mere part 
of its infinite fruitfulness, but for the sake,of mani¬ 
festing the existence of the Godhead, as outward 
from the creature, and never to be mingled with 
it, and the subsistence of the Godhead in throe 
persons, under whose separate personality the 
great distinctions necessary to worship* to redempr 
turn, and to subjection, together with the union, in 
those distinctions, might be clearly and for eiyer. 
fixed. 1 have opened to yon a great mystery;; aeh 
ye receive it, and enter into, it, and.be no amtt> 
children tossed about hy every wind of dootrinei 
and cunning slight of men, which lie in wait,to: 
deceive, but, being rooted in truth and in tote,, 
may. grow up into him which is the Head, God 
over all, blessed for ever. Amen. 

. ) ' 

IH. We have shewn out under the twopre+i 
ceding heads, the three personalities ib thfe Godt 
head, and the three great distinctions preserved: 
thereby, for ever and ever in creation; namely,; 
First, the distinction between the invisible Gram- 
tor and the visible creature 5 secondly, between 
the redeemed and the unredeemed parts of the 
creatures; and thirdly, between the redeemed 
creature and Christ Us Head. We have shewn,, 
also, that these distinctions come to pass and am. 
maintained through the three separate personalia 
ties in the Godhead;, the invisible and infinite 
Godhead,, standing under the personality oftbe 
Father; the visible and manifest Godhead stand¬ 
ing under the person of the Son; the redeemed 
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creatures consisting in, and standing under, th? 
person of the Holy Ghost, which three ever distinct 
and never to be confounded personalities, of Fa¬ 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, keeping distinctne-* 
between these three existencies, does leave a 
fourth, or the creature in its fallen state, or rather 
in the state of the second death, remaining as the 
great monument of what the creature is, when se¬ 
parated from the Godhead, and not standing unde; 
the personalities thereof. And we come now to 
open another head of conclusions, without wbicb 
the mystery is not explained ; namely, the essen¬ 
tial unions which co-exist with these distinction; 
for the end of creation is not attained, merely bv 
separating the creature from the Creator, but b; 
the securing of its worship and service, in th 
estate of separateness; and we are now to she* 
how this constitution in Christ doth attain tbs 
the ultimate end of creation, by securing the most 
certain and complete obedience and worship froc 
the creature towards the Creator ; together wi¬ 
the continual descent of blessing and goodness 
from the Creator unto the creature. And here*e 
shall begin at the fountain head of being, which is 
the invisible Godhead, and descend downward; 
unto the manifested Godhead, and down again to 
the Godhead inhabiting the redeemed creature, 
till we arrive at the waste ocean of the unredeemed 
creatures. 

1. Concerning the Godhead in its unrevealed 
and incomprehensible being, we can only sped 
from the knowledge which we have from the 
Godhead manifested in Christ. Christ always 
referreth back to the invisible Father, and pR* 
sents the great end and object of his coming t» 
the world, as being to manifest the Father, whoffl 
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no one at any time hath seen, or can see. When* 
ever the people were disposed to rest in Christ as 
the ultimate end of power and Divinity, he always 
referred them to a higher source than himself, 
saying, “ Ye cannot come unto me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw you. My Father 
is greater than I.” And what he did by words, 
when needs was,—which, alas! occurred too sel¬ 
dom, because they were little disposed to rest in 
his manifest Godhead,—he did also continually by 
his acts, praying unto the Father for his help; and 
even when, as in the case of Lazarus, he was sure of 
that help, doing so that the people might observe it. 
Christ’s whole life is an act of obedience, and of 
worship, offered unto the invisible Godhead, and 
yet was Christ the fulness of the Godhead in a 
bodily form. To the same end of carrying up the 
creatures beyond himself, into the invisible and 
incomprehensible Godhead, Christ continually 
declared, That he did not his own will, but the 
will of the Father which sent him; that he spoke 
not of himself the words which he spake, and that 
his Father did the works which he did. Was it then, 
that the incomprehensible Godhead of the Father 
was dwelling in the body of Jesus Christ, who said. 
He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father ? No : 
the Holy Ghost dwelt in the body of Jesus Christ; 
and, insomuch as the Holy Ghost proceedeth from 
the Father, and is one substance with the Father, 
and speaketh and acteth only as he heareth the 
Father speak and seeth him act, insomuch doth the 
Father dwell in the man Christ Jesus. But this 
is not the mystery of the Father’s Godhead, to 
which Christ maketh such continual reference. 
The mystery of the Father’s Godhead, which 

[Y]d 
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Christ came forth to manifest, is this. That in th-e 
Father, who is the fountain of the Godhead, gene¬ 
rating the Son, and through and with him the 
Holy Ghost, is hid and contained that incommu¬ 
nicable and inexhaustible fulness which no crea¬ 
ture can receive or apprehend ; but which eray 
creature must worship and adore. The Fatha, 
of whom Christ speaketh so constantly, isnotany 
manifestation of God, but God unmanifested;and 
therefore he is so often styled God. The Godhead 
purposing to communicate unto the creatures so 
much of the goodness and glory of his being as 
the creatures could receive, did accomplish the 
gracious end by the .incarnation of the Son, and 
the inhabitation of the Holy Ghost, whose neces¬ 
sary limitation of being, for this end, made itneces-! 
sary that the infinite Godhead should standpresest- 
ed under the unrevealed person of the Father, li 
could not stand under the person of the Son,wk 
in becoming manifest, becomes limited and eon- 
prehensible, and therefore not tit to represent tk 
unlimited and incomprehensible. Neither could 
the infinite Godhead stand under the perse*d 
the Holy Ghost, for the same reason ; and, conse 
quently, to the end there might be an Infiniteani 
Incomprehensible to be worshipped through the 
finite and comprehensible, it standeth under tk 
person of the Father, in whom the infinite Godhead 
of the Son and the infinite Godhead of the Holy 
Ghost is worshipped, as well as the infinite God¬ 
head of the Father; but all standing under tk 
person of the Father, because of the offices intb f 
visible, which the Son and the Holy Ghfost bed 
undertaken, for bringing into effect the Chni* 
constitution, or eternal purpose of God. 
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' Now, the question is, how the communication of 
the visible creature, with the invisible, ineffable, 
incomprehensible Creator, shall be carried on s 
how the interchange of grace and goodness, yea, of 
life and being, on the one hand; and on the other, 
thanksgiving, and praise, and service, and wor» 
ship shall surely take place. This is accom¬ 
plished by the procession of the Son from the 
bosom! of the Father, to take a creature form, 
through which to speak and act the purposes 
of God: To do which the Son is the proper 
person, not only as being of one substance with 
the Father, which the Holy Ghost also is ; but 
likewise, as being the inhahiter of the Father’s 
besom, from all'eternity, his only begotten Son, 
the'brightness of the Father’s glory, and the ex¬ 
press hnhge of his person. The ground of his pro¬ 
priety to be Head of the creatures is, that he is 
nearest unto the Father, in the necessary order of 
the Divine nature, being by necessary generation, 
from all eternity; the expression of the Father’s 
fulness ; and therefore it is said of the Son, what 
Is not said of the Holy Ghost, “ No one knoweth 
the Father but the Son, and he to whom the > Son 
shall reveal him.” But of the Holy Ghost, it is 
said, “ He shall take of the things of mine, and. will 
shew them unto you.” The things of the Holy 
Ghost are first things of the Son. The Father, 
therefore, who in the necessary act of generation 
hath 1 poured his fulness into the Son, doth, by a 
natural consequence, when the time cometh to 
create all things, perform this act of the Godhead 
by the Sou, into whom all fulness of the Godhead 
is poured*; and when the time comes, to manifest 
unto the creatures whatever of the Godhead the 
[v] d a 


Digitized by 



lii(328) CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING 

creatures shall or can behold, the same congruity, 
or I may say necessity, requireth it to be done 
through the person of the Son; and thus creation, 
in the perfected form of redemption, cometh to be 
a simple opening of the mystery of the Fatherandof 
the Son, so far as the creatures are able to receireit 
And by what assurance, necessary and inviolable, 
the Son is observant of, affectionate to, one with die 
Father, by that same assurance doth the redeemed 
creatures, standing in the Son, become loving,reve- 
rent, and obedient, unto the invisible Godhead: 
so that I may say, that most perfect relation, most 
loving, most indissoluble, which from eternity, 
and through eternity, subsisteth between the Fa¬ 
ther and the Son, is propagated unto the creatine 
through their standing in the Son. Tbeybecoui 
not a part of the Godhead; but yet they are oc 
with Christ, and with one another, as Christ t 
one with the Father; and there can never failc 
worship, there can never fail of love, there car 
never fail of obedience, there can never feil a \ 
blessing in the redeemed creature towards fod 
unless these were to fail in the Son towards 
the Father. And in this way it is that the cm- 
ture, under Christ, is ever preserved in its fealtv 
allegiance, and subserviency unto the invisibleGod- 
head, through its being headed up in, and bound 
unto, Christ.—And so much have I to say wd 
respect to the connexion in distinction subsisting 
between the creature and the Creator, through the 
constitution in Christ; which will appear still more 
distinctly when we come to consider, in the next 
place, the way in which the connexion between 
the Son and the redeemed creatures is maintained 
2. This arisethoutof the unionof thetwonatw© 
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•in Christ, which ra not the union of two. persona, 
as husband and wife, .which by God are regarded 
one ; nor as parent and child, which by God, in 
baptism, are likewise regarded as one; but it is 
r the i union of two natures in one person, , and that 
the person, the self-existing person, of the eternal 
and only begotten Son of God. The personality 
of the second person of the Godhead is an eternal 
£and necessary, not an apparent and temporary, 
troth. The Son is a person because God it; and 
.the same also say I of the personality of the Holy 
■Ghost; This personality of Christ acted, in crea¬ 
tion,: am well, as in redemption ; but in creation it 
via not >united unto the creature as it . became 
'Waitedin redemption: and.yet, even.in creation* 
the Sen, though invisible, and acting outside p f 
the creature, did .nevertheless. act under the conr 
dititans of the finite, and not under the absplute,- 
taeastofi the. infinite; that is to say, be presupposed 
•onto t himself a. form; though ‘not. yet crested, 
■but only purposed, in the Creator’s council; and 
this form, under which the world was created, 
was the form of the risen Godrinan, of the Lamb 
slain and .living still, of the .first, begotten from 
.tbe dead. Under the condition of this, creature 
form, though not yet in the- reality pf it, did the 
infinite Godhead, in the person, of thy Sop, conr 
tract and bound itself for the. purposes of crea¬ 
tion. He created,, as Christ, all things visible 
add invisible, as is set forth in the. first chapter 
of the Colossians. But withal his own body was 
Jnotiyet created; created indeed in substance it 
osas in,the first act of creation, but in living form 
hot yet quickened till the Holy Ghost came, upon 
-the ’ virgin, and (the power of the Hi gbps t did 
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overshadow her. But when the fulness of tie 
time for this great act of the Father, by the 
Holy Ghost, was come, the time was com 
for the Son, or the Godhead in the person of the 
Son, to appear in that form which from eternity 
had been resolved upon, and from creation had 
been assumed, but till now was not effected, 
though shadowed forth from the beginning in the 
person of Adam, who is on this account, and on 
no other, said to have been created in the image 
of God. Now, by assuming into himself the 
human nature, and becoming the Christ of God. 
the personality of the Son is still the same: ii 
is the eternal only begotten Son of God, wk 
speaketh, who heareth, who acteth, who suffered), 
and yet the Divine nature is ever distinct, and 
never to be confounded with the human nature. 
So that it shall not be possible to say, that the 
Divine nature suffereth any change, which is« 
great mystery no doubt, but yet a great truth 
both necessary to be known and to be believed 
Nor do I think that it is safe to remain in igno¬ 
rance of such a truth, and therefore I repress* 
it unto you thus : That the words, and acts, aid 
sufferings of Christ, are not to be called of the 
Divine nature only, nor of the human nature only 
but of the person Christ, God-man; one person, 
though two natures. 

And here I must, though reluctantly, dis¬ 
agree with the method in which many of the 
orthodox fathers and reformers, and doctor 5 
and ministers, are wont to speak, as if son* 
actions of Christ were actions done in the 
Godhead only, and some others were action.' 
done in the manhood only. And right glad a® 
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I that tins, though current in the schools, and 
in sermons, hath hot found its way into any of 
the standards of the* church; for if this way . of 
speaking were correct, it would lead jieoessarily 
to* the making of two persons in Christ, or else of 
two ascendancies which in succession overrule 
his person, like the ascendancies of the flesh and 
the spirit in the person of a man,’—which cannot 
be predicted of a Divine person, who oVerruleth, 
and hath 1 the ascendant, and is not overruled or 
acted upon by an asoendaney. It is, moreover;a 
false idea concerning the Divine nature, to < speak 
as if it could do a finite action, let that be.ever 
so stupendous, even as creation itself without 
atsusttug a -finite form. It is, moreover, to soh- 
west the whole purpose of the Creator, and. cop* 
fidence of the Creature, to say that the personality 
of the $ on may ever go into action separate froroj 
or thy suspension of, the human nature. If. the 
human < nature of Christ Were thus poor, though 
only otoee, put sui sllentio, it might be again and 
again, and for ever, and so the whole mystery of 
*’ manifest Godhead' is defeated. I know from 
tthat this mode of speaking hath arisen, even front 
a desire to find in Christ’s life that evident ma¬ 
nifestation of .Godhead which Christ himself- des 
olareth that it contained not, when he said unto 
Peter, “ Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unis 
thee, but my* Father which is in heaven.” ft is also 
a well-meant attempt to preserve the Godhead of 
Christ impassive, by giving to it the acts of power, 
and to the manhood the acts of suffering. But 
reallyv though well-meant in this respect, it doth 
but save the flimsiest appearance; for indeed, and 
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in truth, it is to the Godhead as disproportions j 
and unfit to suffer the pity and compassion of tk 
mind which moveth to the healing of the sick, or 
the casting out of devils, as it is to suffer and 
abide the scourgings and buffetings of men; bod 
being proper only to manhood, and not predict¬ 
able of Godhead, except under a figure. 

This mode of speaking, concerning the life | 
of Christ, as being part all Godhead and par. 
all manhood, is not only attended with theseen ' 
effects, but hath this moreover to answer for,tint 
first of all, it doth defeat the manifestation of tk 
Holy Ghost in his manhood, which I affirm had 
been almost forgotten to be a work of the Hof 
Ghost at all; and from this is chiefly derived tin: 
aimlessness, fanciful ness, idleness, and unpn> 
fitableness with which men speak of the Hoh j 
Ghost altogether. And besides this, it hath de- 
stroyed Christ's life from being the great type 
both as respecteth suffering, and as respected 
power, of what every Christian’s life, under the 
influence of the Holy Ghost ought to be: furf 
believe, that we cast not devils out, and heal 
the sick, and do not the other parts of Christ s Irk. 
simply and truly, because we have not faith, and 
are responsible unto Christ’schallenge and rebuke, 
with which he chid his disciples when they tel! 
short of their privilege to cast devils out, sayini 
unto them, “ O ye faithless generation, how low 
shall 1 bear with you ?” All these evils, I say, come 
of this false way of representing the activity of 
the two natures of Christ; and therefore it is not, 
as it were, a matter of ingenious speculation, but 
grave reformation of error, when 1 undertake * 
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> little M> lay open, thedistinctness of Ae nature <of 
•Christ in the unity of person, and that in every 
word,' action, and suffering of the same. 

A* I said, the person acting and suffering is the 
eternal and nncfaangable second person of the 
Godhead. He is the I who was in the bomm.of 
the Father from all eternity; and in every action 
he isconscious God. When he saith, “ I will,” 
it as the Godhead that willeth. From die infinite 
Godhead, therefore, is the origin of every volition 
and action of Christ. The fountain is there, in 
the infinite. And how proceedeth it into the 
-.finite ? It proceedeth into the finite by an act'of 
•self-humiliation, and self-restriction, which is the 
peculiar, proper, and bonndless condescension-of 
-the Son in his own self-existent personality.' Sat 
no-eye beholdeth it, no finite mind comprehend# A 
it, no word can utter it; the greatness of this 
grace of self-humiliation on the part of tire 'Son 
is known onto the Father only, whose bosom 
alone contained that fulness which is contracted 
into manhood’s narrow limits. This Divine act 
of self-contraction is the Godhead part of every 
act of Christ. It is the continuance, it is the 
abiding, and the eternal perpetuity of that one 
resolve which is written in the book, “ Lo! I 
come; a body hast thou prepared for me.” -This 
is the nature of God; what he doth, to do for 
ever; he doth not exist in time. Time tnea- 
mreth him not, as space comprehendeth him not; 
That purpose of the Son, to humble himself into 
manhood, did not cast his Godhead away. Hi 
did not become, in person, a mere man. He con¬ 
tinued to be-in person the same Son of God! 
after as before he made this dedication of himself 
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unto his 'Father’s glory, and unto the creature? 
good. He is God still, but God thus self-deter¬ 
mined to act and suffer the man. He cannot 
cease to be Son of God, nor can he cease from hi? 
own willingness to become Son of Man, and thushe 
is always to be by these words defined. Son ofGod 
willing to become Son of Man. The Divine na¬ 
ture, therefore, ever acts, and it ever finishes 
with acting, when the Son of Man begins to act. 
It is the Son of Man, whose action is seen, felt, 
reported, discoursed of, imitated, and delighted 
in by the creatures. The Son of Man only suf- 
fers, and the Son of Man only acts with power, 
His actions, and his words, are like his counte¬ 
nance, such as man’s are; such as every man's, 
who is full of the Holy Ghost, ought to be; and 
such, I believe, as mankind’s will be, in the dan 
of the kingdom. But, while thus I speak, I ptf 
no man into the level of Christ; for that actio? 
of his self-contracting power, which belonged) te 
him as a Divine and self-existent person, whkk 
is the action, and the only action, of the Godhead, 
and yet is present in all his actings, and yet go) 
mingled with the human parts and appurtenance? 
of them, is that to which no man may aspire. 
Because the sage hath, by his self-contracting 
power, brought himself to speak and act witk 
the children of the nursery, the sage is noi 
therefore to be equalled with the child, dot is 
the child to presume himself a sage. Yet is tbe 
sage, though apparently but a child, a sage still; 
and by far the noblest part of his action is hidden in 
that previous self-contraction of his powers whereof 
the children have no consciousness at ill.. 

When thus explained in the way in which 
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«lone I believe it is capableof being expltrfned, 
hew email a matter doth that seem upon which 
ao much stress is laid by the ignorant. who will 
allow Christ readily enough to descend to the 
unfallen, but not to the fallen,, state of the .0fea¬ 
ture ; for the merit and the greatness of the UPt 
censisteth not so much in the nature of that finite 
form which he assumed, but in the assumption, 
of a finite form; whether that finite form shooW 
be of the angel, or of the arahangel, or erf the 
man, hath little to do, or rather nothing to dp» 
with the stupendous magnitude of the lore, and 
condescension, and humiliation. It is not the 
bounds of the finite being, but itiis: the becoming 
finite in which the merit consiateth; and it be- 
trayeth a degree of ignorance unpardonable in the 
Christian, to make a hesitation, after consenting 
to his becoming man, that he should become man 
in the fallen state. If, indeed, it brought him 
into sio.then the whole face of the question were 
altered. But if it bring him only into the con¬ 
troversy with sin, that he may overcome sin; and 
with the devil, that he may bruise, the devil’s 
head; with fallen man, that he may redeem him; 
then, while it is every thing to us that it should 
be so, indeed it is an exceedingly small addir 
than, I may say nothing at all, to Him, that, after 
taking the infinite descent of being a creature, be 
should step a hair’a-breadth further, and take up 
the creature in its fallen state. I make this re¬ 
mark, not to go baok upon a thing which I have 
proved, nor yet to doubt the validity of the proofs 
but i only to shew how little those who stumble 
here, apprehend of the infinite grace which there 
is in the eteraal San of God taking up into the 
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same personality with himself the nature of lit 
creature, and consenting, through the finite power- 
of the same, to shew forth unto the creatura. 
what the creatures can comprehend, on all sulci- 
of the infinite being and perfections of the um- 
sible Godhead. 

3. Another of the eternal distinctions which 
we laid down in our former head of discoune, is 
the distinction between the redeemed creature 
inhabited by the Holy Ghost, and their Heat 
standing in the person of the Son. And 1 nor 
proceed to shew how the union is maintaioed u 
this distinction; for union in distinctness is tfc 
key of the whole mystery. The redeemed crea¬ 
tures are only members of the body of Chn>i 
They live, not by holding of Adam, by wbid 
tenure they inherit death ; but they live by hold 
ing of Christ, in whom the life was manifest*) 
and from whom the life proceedeth. The Holy 
Ghost is the eternal indwelling life of the creature, 
and no creature hath eternal life but throughtk 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost. Now, it isChwii 
to baptize with the Holy Ghost: “ He shall bap¬ 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 'a«i | 
to shew us, that it is from the body of Christ i 
even his human nature, that this baptism »id ' 
eternal life proceedeth, we have his body pre- I 
seated unto us as our only nourishment, io tb* 
holy Supper ;—just as, in natural life, the chile 
sucketh milk from the breast of her that bare hi®, 
and liveth upon her body. Seeing then, that iB 
life, eternal and immortal, proceedeth • from, vxi 
feedeth on, the body of Christ, we speak mitring 
but the truth when we say, that all the redeem¬ 
ed creatures are but parts of his hummi Bub 
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stance, Consubetantial with -him ■■am- - pertains^ 
to his manhood,' as he is oonsubstaotial.vatb: the 
Father as pertaineth to his Godhead. New; too 
anion is so close> as this between the manhoodnf 
Christ and the redeemed creature. Husband abd 
wife, who heretofore were one, are; now -become 
twain, separated ofttimes by every interest, tend 
every passion;'though; by- the-church, and lay the 
taw, and before'the Lord; as one regarded. The 
metnbens of the body also are aot so placed in 
Union with each other, but that it is in tbcpcrwnr 
of every disease and of every accident to)pajt 
them asunder. Nor » the soul so fast oobfedfe- 
rate with the bodyl but that death /can -separate 
them more widely than imagination canooneetrs. 
But this union, which Christ to the hehettV 
beldeth; hath id it that strength stud faithfulness, 
-Which neither time, nor eternity, -nor. tiny <ndr 
death, nor angels, aor principalities, nor psWers, 
cttn'part asunder. And though I speak ofotUe 
a*'uhion'with bis human- nature-only,! it is :nat 
less union to the person of the eternal Son; which 
npw inoludeth and embraceth the.htunam nature, 
With the same' assurance-/ and .possession with 
Which 1 it embraceth the nature Divibe. Bu£ y while 
thus 1 speak, L Would not bo understood to men 
that ChiristV perssn, because it embraceth the 
human nature, doth also embrace his people. 
®hi» were to make; the union to swallow up, and 
destroy the distinction-; and it were, mbredyer. 
He Confuse the personality of : the Holy Ghost 
With. :the personality of the Son; Christ, in his 
person; ha muoh trenfeoendeth the person of tony 
oft )his members; 1 as, God tmnscendeth man*; 
and snob- of his members, by how raach thtey 
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feel the closeness of their union unto Christ, by 
his humanity, with the inseparable security de¬ 
rived thence, do by so much also honour that 
condescension of his, that love of his, that un¬ 
dertaking of his, whereby he did purchase them, 
and redeem them from their bondage and misery, 
from their state of being sold under sin, into the 
glorious and blessed standing of grace which they 
now enjoy. All their delight, all their power, 
goes to his account, from whom it flowed of fee 
grace unto them, and thus between the redeemed 
creatures, and Christ their Head, there is esta¬ 
blished a relation of union, which by its union 
produceth all love, joy, and blessedness; whik 
there is preserved a relation of distinctness, which 
bringeth unto him all royal and priestly dignity, 
all Divine majesty and monarchical power, all 
right of possession, all right of command, a*i 
worketh in us all deference, respect, dependence, 
security, protection, and every other feeling which 
is proper in a creature towards its Creator, who. 
for love of it, hath condescended to live, ssi 
move, and have his being in a creature form 
While thus I draw out the union in dis¬ 
tinction., which is established between the is 
deemed creatures and their Divine Head, it h 
necessary to divide this from the worship: of the 
invisible Godhead, which it is the very end of 
Christ’s manifestation to promote. Ohrist,orthe 
Son manifesting the Godhead in creature form, 
hath all that love, hath all that reverence and 
homage, whereof I have discoursed; while at the 
same time the invisible Godhead, standing in th* 
person of the Father, as the visible doth in th* 
person of the Son, hath from the^ creatures thd 
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whickis truly sndrealiy called worship. I do not 
mCan/that the Father only is worshipped*; -but 
that' the Godhead in the invisible and unrevSaled 
ecwDOELof.it, and mot the Godhead in the visible 
and creature form, is the proper , object: of what 
isriruiy: called worship. • - 

L/ 4. The-third union in distinction is the union of 
tim members of Christ with the human nature of 
Christy and with one another through the Holy 
Ghost ; whereof the perfectness cannot be ex* 
grassed by any similitude. That etnployed in 
Scripture is, being one with Christ, and with one 
another, as Christ is one with the Fathered 
unitin' this which nothing can part ; “ neither life 
ntmdeath, nor things present,; nor things to come, 
nov:> principalities,* wor powers, nor height;: nor 
depth, non any other) creature.” All other undone 
datn^be! separated. The union between, the vine 
andiiti bronchesoanbeseparated by . the knife cf 
theibashandmoD. * The union between the members 
and tbetbody eunibe separated by diseases and ac* 
dMents nabnifbld, and by death is htterly dissolved: 
the union betweea.husband and wife y wickedness 
doth dissolve ; andideath dissoiveth the union be¬ 
tween the soul and the body; hut the union which 
we have with Christ, through -the Holy Ghost, , in 
eternal life which nothing can ever dissolve; i** 'Be J 
douse:He dives, we live: also-: ” bedause He hath 
overcome all /the pewets of dissolution, we shall 
oteroOme them also;.. And not only doth CbristV 
life iin glory* and) his Divine gift of quickening itri-' 
mdrtai bfe; secure tonus this doatinaal and unin* 
tort up ted fellowship with 'himself v blit it bridgu 
eithi into-om these?who had been) parted upon, 
tbei earth. : by* tiwe and plane, gathering them' 
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into one church, into one body, into one spouse, 
into one city, out of alt kindreds and nations and 
tongues, against the day of his appearing, re¬ 
calling the body from its dust-dissolved state, and 
joining it in immortal glory unto the soul, ini 
union never again to be divided, joining also the 
saints unto the inheritance and possession fa® 
which they had been separated by the interposi¬ 
tion of Satan all broken families of the faithful 
re-uniting, all interrupted loves and friendships of 
the faithful harmoniously reconciling, and bringing 
to pass such fellowship and unity of love as eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of mas 
conceived. And how is all this procured! Itii 
procured by the Holy Spirit, which is one, and 
which, proceeding from the body of Christ, doth 
gather into one all the election of God ; who. 
thenceforth, grow into the same image with 
Christ, from glory to glory, by the* Spirit of God. 
But how should the Holy Spirit be able to quicks 
in us, who are dead in trespasses and sins, tbit 
same life of godliness and image of perfect!® 
which was in Jesus Christ ? Because, I aos«r, 
this is the very end of his proceeding from Christ 
unto whom all power is given, in order to beget 
sons unto God ; and not only to beget sons unto 
God, but likewise sons of God, according as it is 
written, “ Behold ! what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 

the sons of God.and when He who is our life 

shall appear, we also shall appear with him in 
glory.” The Holy Ghost cometh not with some 
indescribable influence to work some formless 
effect; but he doth come unto us for that same 
end for which he came unto the virgin, in order 
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to beget sons of God within and out of our fallen 
substance. And in the resurrection we shall be 
manifested sons of God, with what glory Christ also 
was. manifested, and we shall reign with what 
glory he reigneth. Like peers of a royal court, 
we shall ever have liberty of access unto our 
Xing. The <Holy Spirit cometh to quicken, in 
the living soul of every elect one, a spirit whose 
{tower of conformation is to reveal in us Christ 
.the hope of glory ; to constrain and to overcome 
the old man, with his corruptions and lusts; to 
renew us after the image of God in righteousness 
and true holiness; and to give us, • as we have 
shewed above, anew subsistence, which is not the 
subsistence of Adamhood, but the subsistence of 
Obristhood: for 1 say, that the renewed man is 
another and a higher form of creators than the 
created man, inasmuch as he possesseth in him, 
not the type, but the very child of Christ. For 
more truly therefore, brethren, than we are one 
in Adam, are we one in Christ: for the unity in 
Adam, stamped.as it is on every feature of the 
body and of the mind, is ever oontended against 
by the murderous power of Satan; but the union 
unto Christ, and the oneness of his people, is 
ever contended for by the Almighty Spirit of God. 
And according as Christ liveth in us, according 
as,'by faith, we do incorporate the body of Christ 
with ourselves, according as we assimilate the 
Divine food of the Lord’s Supper unto that life 
which we have in Baptism, we do verily increase 
in the stature, in the wisdom, in the power of 
Christ; and we do increase in love, union, and 
fellowship with one another, through the Holy 
Ghost. That food which we receive from 

[v]e 
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Heaven, that immortal food whioh we base s 
the Supper of the Lord, though it be flesh ani 
blood, is not flesh and blood subsisting through 
the power of the living soul; natural life cm* 
quicken it; natural life cannot assimilate it 
It is the flesh and blood of the spirited life 
which the Holy Spirit did sustain in Christ, put 
and spotless, and which the Holy Ghost inn 
doth assimilate for the nourishment of hit life. 
For the Holy Spirit, though he hath life infchnsk 
hath laid aside the manifestation thereof; id 
hath consented to be manifested, as having tt 
derived from Christ; even as Christ saith tfe 1 
the Father had given unto him to have B: 
in himself. Therefore, brethren, words caaw( 
express, nor similitudes shadow forth, to tnt 
union which there is between a believer uik 
C hrist his Head; between believers, and <® 
another. We live not up to our privileges, eh 
would we know this. If we possessed that fed 
which feedeth on Christ, we would never b 
weak, we would never be weary, we would ten 
be overcome, we would never be bidden frond 
presence. He would dwell in us, and his Fite 
would dwell in us, and they together would mab 
their abode with us. And whatever we should 
ask the Father in his name, believing, weshouM 
receive; and he would prove himself a faithfid 
High Priest, who could be touched with the feel¬ 
ing of our infirmities. And if we realized tfe 
faith which maketh one with Christ, we wooki 
be blessed with the communion of saints, wherebj 
our burdens would be borne, our sorrows stored 
our strength imparted to the weak, and our weal - 
ness supplied from the strong; our poverty ute* 
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«p oat of their plenty, and a Divine circulation 
of the living spirit of life would be felt unseen; 
in a degree, it would also be seen, but far beyond 
the range of sight it would be felt amongst the 
members of Christ: to express whose love, neigh¬ 
bourhood availeth not, nor family availeth; for 
we must hate father and mother, and brother and 
enter, to be his disciple. No form of communion, 
■or fellowship in this world, lying in the wicked 
one, availeth to represent the communion of the 
saints and the unity of the holy catholic church. 
The loaf which was presented at the Table this 
morning, one lump, and not without form, to be 
broken into parts, represented the oneness of 
the substance of Christ’s body, whereof all the re¬ 
deemed are parts: the identity of these fragments 
of the loaf which we took into our hands, and eat 
with our mouths, the perfect identity of every 
cTomb with the whole loaf, is our identity and 
Oneness with the Lord Jesus Christ, and with one 
another. Into which, as ye grow by the bonds 
of holy charity, ye shall rejoice and increase, and 
live more abundantly to His praise, who is over 
all God blessed for ever. Amen. 


END or THE FIH8T VOLUME. 


Kilertoo mad tleodmon, Primers, 
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